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April, 1781 



TUESDAY, APRIL 04, 1781 

A letter, of November 6, from the hon^ J. Jay; and 
One, of from Jfr. W. Carmichael, were read.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1781 

A letter, of 30 November, 1780, from the hon"' J, Jay, was 
read, with sundiy papa% enclosed : ^ 

Ordered, That the same, together with the letter, of 6 
November, be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Jamea] Duane, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, 
Mr. [James] Madison. 

Mr. Nicholas Eveleigh, a del^ate for the State of South 
Carolina, attended, and took his seat. 

A lett^, of 21 March, from Brigadier General Moultrie, 
to the delegates of South Carolina, was read, enclosing a letter 
of 31 January from Thomas Heyward, and an af5davit of 
Thomas Johnson and James McQueen, relative to the conduct 
of George Ashby, of Salem, commander of a privateer cutter, 
who, upon capturii^ the schooner Endeavour, commanded 
by the above named T. Johnson, took, as is therein set forth, 
several cases of liquors, packages and bundles of clothes, and 
money, the property of and consigned to gentlemen, prisoners 
of war, who had been sent from Charlestown to St. Augustine; 
and also intercepted and refused to re-deliver letters written 
to the said prisoners by their friends and near relations: 

Ordered, That the said letters and papers be transmitted to 
the governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts: and 
that he cause inquiry to be made into the charge exhibited 
against Captain Ashby, and if, upon inquiry, Captain Ashby 

' Jay's tetter is printed in the DiplamaHe Contwpondmet ef the American Revolution 
(Wharton), IV, 112; a tetter of Carmkhael's of November 28 is on p. 164. 

* This letter ia printed in the DipUmuOie Conetpondena i^ the Amtriettn Revolution 
(Whaiton), IV, 169. 
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shall be found guilty of what is charged against him, to cause 
such pumshment to be inflicted on the said Ashby as the 
laws of the State shall authorise; and that the governor of 
the said Commonwealth be requested to communicate to 
Congress, the result of such inquiry. 

A letter, of January 1, and one, of 9 April, from John 
Langdon to the Board of Admiralty, was read. 

A letter, of 24, from Major General Gates, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be transmitted to the Commander in Chief. 

The committee to whom was referred the motion of Mr. 
[Oliver] Wolcott having reported two ordinances: 

The said ordinances were read a first time: 

Asx Ordiuaiice providing for the support of public credit. 

Whereas Congress through unavoidable necessity in defending the 
just rights and providing for the safety of these United States ^unst 
the Enemies thereof, was induced to have recourse to the Emission 
of Bills of credit and to pledge the faith of the said states for the 
redemption of them, prior to the ratification of the Act of Confed- 
eration by the respective States, and at a time when it had not a 
power of making taxes productive for the support of the credit of 
the said bilb or for the redemption of them, from which and varioua 
other causes a depreciation of their value ensued, detrimental to the 
interest of these United States, and embarrassing theirfinances. And 
whereas by an act of the 18^ of March 17S0, Congress recommended 
to the several States to bring into the Treasury of the United States 
by taxes or otherwise, the Bills of credit which had been emitted as 
aforesaid, in order that they might be cancelled and destroyed by 
the month of April 1781, which reconmiendation for want of a more 
equal and efFectual exertion in the said States hath not been com- 
plied with, and the expectations of Congress in having the said Bills 
brought into the Treasury and cancelled have been disappointed. 
And whereas the situation of the public affairs of these United States 
renders it indispMisibly necessary for the defence thereof, that imme* 
diate and effectual measures be taken to restore the p'ubUc credit 
and to enable Congress to prosecute the war so justly and so neces- 
Barily entered into by the said States, and it appears essentially neces- 
sary thereto, that ample provision be made for the redemption of 
the Bills of credit heretofore emitted by Congress prior to the 181* of 
1 Thia letter is in the Wiuhingtm Papen, 96, folio 201. 
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March 1780, in such manner that justice may be finally done both to 
the United States and to individuals, and to the end also, that a due 
arrangement and administration of the Finances of these United States 
may speedily take place: Bb it oboainbd by the nNirsD states in 
CoNOBEss ASSEMBLED, and it is hereby ordained by the authority 
of the same, that from and after the passing of this ordinance the 
respectiTe States in this Union shall pay or cause to be paid to the 
Treaaorer of the United States for the time being, their respective 
quotas of ten millions of dollars annually for and during the term of 
twenty years to commence on the first day of April in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty two, and to be continued thereon 
annually until the expiration of the aforesaid twenty years, which 
said quotas of ten millions shall be and is hereby ascertained in the 
same proportion as their respective quotas of 200,000,000 of dollars 
emitted before the ISl^ of March 1780 and hereby intended to be 
redeemed, have heretofore been ascertained by Congress, and shall 
be paid in Spanish milled Dollars or other gold and silver equivalent 
thereto, or in the Bills of credit emitted by Congress as aforesaid, 
which said Bills of credit when received into the Treasury of the 
United States shall be destroyed by burning them, and shall not 
under any pretence whatsoever be reissued therefrom. 

And be it further ordained, that from and after the expiration of 
the aforesaid twenty years if any of the said Bills of credit emitted 
by Congress before the 18S of March 1780 and hereby intended to 
be redeemed, shall remain outstanding, the holder or holders of such 
Bills shall be entitled to and shall be paid by the Treasurer of the 
United States for the time being, the value thereof in gold or silver 
equal to Spanish Milled Dollars, or in Spanish milled Dollars according 
to the nominal value declared in the said Bills of credit, on demand, 
and the same shall be repaid by such States respectively in just pro- 
portion, as shall have failed in the payment of their quotas of such 
Bills respectively, with Interest thereon. 

Provided nevertheless, that no State or States shall engross by any 
means whatsoever more of the said Bills of credit intended hereby to 
be redeemed, than shall amount to the full quota of such State or 
States as ascertained by Congress, with a view to receive any advan- 
tage from this ordinance, or otherwise to exchange them for specie 
to the injury of any other State or States in this Union. 

And be it further ordained, that any State or States respectively 
shall be at full liberty to pay to the Treasurer of the United States 
for the time being, at any time within the said twenty years, any 
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further sum or sums of the said Bills of credit emitted before the I$!t 
of March 1780, so as that the same shall not exceed the quota of such 
State or States, as heretofore ascertained by Congress; and the said 
Treasurer shall, and he is hereby required to grant a quietus to the 
State or States paying the same, which said Bills of credit so received 
shall be destroyed as aforesaid, and the State or States so paying the 
same, to the amount of their respectiTe quotas of 200,000,000 of 
Dollars emitted as aforesaid, shall thenceforth be exonerated and 
dischai^ed from the payment of any other sums within the purview 
of this ordinance, for the remainder of the term herein before specified, 
any thing herein contuned to the contraiy notwithstanding. 

And whereas it is indispensibly necessary to the proper arrange- 
ment of the Finances and to the restoration of pubUc credit within 
these United States, that due obedience be paid to the ordinances 
which are or shall be passed by tiie United States in Congress assem- 
bled without which they must remun a fruitless pledge for the 
security of all who confide in their laws; And whereas justice and 
precision should mark the conduct of the United States, to the end 
that each State in the Union may have a firm reliance upon them, 
and that right may be done to all and every of them in the adminis- 
tration of pubhc eiEairs; Be it therefore further ordained, that from 
and after the passing of this ordinance, if any State or States in this 
Union shall refuse or n^Iect to comply therewith without sufficient 
reason, to be assigned by the Delegates of such State or States and 
approved by the United States in Congress assembled, the Treasurer 
of the United States for the time being shall certify the same to the 
President of Congress who shall forthwith lay the same before the 
United States in Congress assembled and thereupon if cause be not 
shewn to the contrary, a remonstrance shall issue under the sign 
manual of the President of Congress for the time bdng and under the 
seal of the United States, attested by the Secretaiy of Congress, 
against the conduct of such delinquent State or States, and demanding 
full payment of the arrears of such State or States with Interest 
thereon according to the purport and tenor of this ordinance, at a 
day certain, to be assigned by the United States in Congress assem- 
bled, and if such delinquent State or States shall thereafter refuse 
or neglect to comply therewith a prohibition shall thenceforth issue 
against the commerce of such delinquent State or States in the 
manner prescribed in the case of a remonstrance, both by sea and 
land, and the same shall be continued until full payment be made as 
aforesaid, and justice duly rendered to the United States, 
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And be it further ordained, that all former Acts or Reeolutioos of 
Congrees, passed prior to the ratification of the Articles of Confed- 
eration touching in any wise the Bills of credit emitted by Congress 
before the ISA of March 1780, shall be and the same are hereby 
repealed.* 

An Ordinance for emitting the sum of ten millions of Dollars in Bills 
of Credit and proTidiojg for the redemption thereof; and for other 
purposes therem mentioned. 

Whereas it is indispensibly necessary for the defence of these 
United States, that due provision be made for the support of the 
Army and for prosecuting the war so justly entered into, which 
provision from the partial exertions of the several States in this 
Union, and from the impracticability of enforcing the just, equal and 
necessary measures of Congress, before the Ratification of the Artides 
of Confederation by the respective States, hath hitherto been unat- 
tainable: And whereas the Bills of Credit emitted by Congress for 
the pinpose of carrying on the present war have been suffered to 
depreciate for want of the equal and timely exertions of the States, 
by taxes or otherwise, to collect and destroy them, in eo much that 
to have encreased the emissions of such Bills and to have preserved 
the public faith pledged for the redemption of them, would have been 
jH^uctive of ruin to these United States : And whereas under these 
<arcumstance8, and from the low state of the Treasury, Coi^;res8, 
were obliged to have recourse to requisitions for spedfic supplies 
&om the Several States and to the issuing certificates to individuals 
for their property converted to the public use; a mode unproductive, 
expaiaiTe, unequal and oppressive; by which the burthen of the 
war has been thrown upon particular States, and the Individuals of 
su<^ States, where the pubUc exigencies more immediately pressed: 
And whereas, it is both just and requisite that every State in this 
Union should bear and contribute its due proportion of the public ez- 
pences, and that a mode of raising supplies so partial and so oppressive 
should be discontinued: And whereas, Uie revenue of these United 
States is not sufficiently productive of gold and silver coin to answer 
the exigencies of the States in the prweut war; and, therefore, as 
well as for all the above reasons, it is become necessary to emit bills 
of credit upon the faith of the United States, which may have a 

' Tbie oidinance, in the writing of Meriwether Smith, is in the Faptn of the Conti- 
nenfai Gmgrtu, No. 36, 1, folio 163. It w«s read a second time, May 2, and the fint 
pangnph nepUved, as the indoiMment tibows. 
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general currency throughout the same, and also to take proper 
measures to support the credit thereof by duly providijig for the 
redemption of the said Bills at the time hereinafter stipulated, accord- 
ing to the power and authority granted to the United State* in 
Congress aaserrAled by the Articles of Confederation. 

Bb it theeefobe obdainbd bt the United States m Conqbess 
ASSEMBLED, and it is hereby ordained by the authority of the same, 
that the sum of ten millions of dollars be emitted in Bills of credit 
which shall be redeemed at the time and in the manner hereinafter 
mentioned; one part of said BiUa to be of the denomination of one- 
razthof a dollar; one part of the denomination of one-half of a dollar; 
one part, of the denomination of one dollar; one part, of the denom- 
ination of four dollars; one part, of the denomination of six dollaia; 
one part, of the denomination of ten dollars; and one part, of the 
denomination of twenty dollars; which said Bills shall be emitted 
under the directions of the Board of Treasury, and on the faith of the 
United States, in the form following: 

[United States in Congress assembled. «» "^"^ 

This Bill entitles the Bearer to receive Spanish milled 

Dollars, or the value thereof in gold and silver on the first day of 
April 1785, according to an Ordinance passed at Philadelphia 
day of 1781.} 

And each denomination of the said Bills shall be numbered, begin- 
ning with one, upwards, and signed by two signers, and counter- 
signed by the Treasurer of these United States, which numbering and 
signing shall be done in red ink, and the said Bills so emitted, num- 
bered and signed, shall issue from time to time in payment of all 
debts, and contracts made or to be made on account of these Umted 
States within the same at the full value of Spanish milled dollais 
according to the nominal sum expressed in the said Bills or any of 
them, and shall also be receivable at the Treasury of the United States 
in payment of all debts due to the United States, in like manner. 

And be it further ordained, that the respective States in this Union 
shall pay or cause to be paid to the Treasurer of the United States 
for the time being their respective quotas of two milhons two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars annually, for and during the term of four 
years, tiie first payment to commence on the first day of November 
next and to be continued thereon, annually until the expiration of 
the aforesaid four years, which said Quotas shall be and are hereby 
ascertained in the same proportion as their respective Quotas of Bills 
emitted prior to the 18i^ of March 1780, have heretofore been 
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ascertained b^ Congress, and shall be paid in Spanish Milled Dollars, 
or other gold and silrer equivalent thereto, or in the Bills of credit 
emitt«d by this ordinance, or in any other Bills of Oredii wMch may in 
like manner he emitted iy Congress subsequent thereto, which saicZ <^her 
BiUs of Credit if any ahaU be received shaU be retained in the Treasury 
and not reissued except in Exchange for the BiUs to he redeemed by virtue 
of this ordinance, and the said Bills of Credit emitted by this ordinance, 
when they shall be received into the Treaaury of the United States 
shall be destroyed by burning them, and shall not under any pretence 
whateoever be reissued therefrom. 

And be it further ordained that from and after the aforesaid first 
day of April 17S5 expressed in the form of the Bills hereby emitted, 
if any of the said Bills of credit shall remain outstanding, the holder 
or holders of such outstanding bills shall be entitled to and shall be 
paid by the Treasurer of the United States for the time being, the 
value thereof in gold or slver ^ual to Spanish milled dollars, or in 
Spanish milled dollars, according to the nominal value declared in 
the said Bills on demand, and the same shall be repaid by such State 
or States respectively in just proportion, as shall have failed in the 
payment of their Quotas of such Bills respectively with interest 
thereon. 

Provided nevertheless, that no State or States shall engross by any 
meanB whatsoever, with a view to receive any advantage from this 
ordinance or otherwise to exchange them for specie to the injury of 
any other State or States in this union, more of the said Bills of Credit 
hereby intended to be redeemed, than shall amount to the full Quota 
of each State or States as ascertuned aforesaid by Congress. 

And whereas Congress by Resolutions dated the ISR of March 1780 
directed certain Bills of Credit to be prepared and issued pursuant to 
the said resolutions which from divers causes have not been com- 
pleted or fuUy comphed with whereby the expectations of Congress 
in passing the said Resolutions have been disappointed, and whereas 
by the said resolutions 4/10»* of the said Bills were resfflred for 
the immediate use of the United States, and it is judged expedient 
thatnopartof the remaining 6/10(M of said Bills of Credit shall issue 
from and after the passing of this ordinance; be it therefore ordained, 
that from and after the passing of this ordinance, so much of the said 
resolutions as directs the manner of issuii^ the said Bills be and the 
same is heroby repealed. 

And be it further ordained, that the Persons appointed to sign the 
Bills of Credit directed to be issued pursuant to the Resolutions of 
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the IS*** of March aforesaid, proceed immediately to sign one fourth 
part of the 4/10"" of the quota of said BUla assigned to the respec- 
tjye States, aud that the Loan Officers of the respective States pay 
the said one fourth part of the four tenths of said Bills to the Treas- 
urer of the United States for the time being, or to his order, as soon 
as the said Bills shall be signed and compleated as aforesfud, and the 
said Treasurer shall stamp or cause to be stampt before th« issuing 
of the said Bills the following words in red ink upon the back of said 
Bills ["Interest pud the day of "] filling up the said 

blanks with the month, the day of the montii, and the year, at the 
time of issuing the said Bills, and the said Bills bo issued shall bear 
Interest according to the tenor thereof from and after the day of 
issuing* the same until they shall be redeemed or exchanged in the 
maimer herein after directed. 

And whereas the State of the Treasuiy of these United States 
rendeis it necessary that the said one fourth of the four tenths of 
said Bills issue in payment of all demands upon the same and never- 
theless it is inexpedient that the said Bills eo issued on account of 
these United States, should bear Interest and continue in circulation 
according to the tenor of the resolutions of the IS**" of March 1780 
aforesaid Be it therefore ordained Uiat the Treasurer of these United 
States for the time being, shall issue the said one fourth of the four 
tenths of said Bills or such part thereof as shall be requisite in pay- 
ment of all wairants drawn or to be drawn upon tiie Treasury until 
the said Bills to be emitted by virtue of this ordinance shall be pre- 
pared according to the directions of this ordinance to be issued, and 
no longer, and the Treasurer of these United States for the time being 
IS hereby authorised and directed to transmit within the space of six 
months from the passing of this ordinance to the respective Treas- 
urers of the States from whence the one fourth of the respective four 
tenths of stud Bills shall have issued, so many of the Bills of credit 
emitted pursuant to this ordinance as shall be sufficient to redeem 
the one fourth part of the said four tenths of the Bills aforesaid as 
shall have issued upon the Funds of the said respective States, by 
exchanging them for the same, and the holder or holders of the said 
one fourth part of the said four tenths of the said bills in the respec- 
tive States shall carry in the same to the Treasurer thereof, to be 
exchanged as aforesaid on or before the first day of April in the year 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty two, after which time the 
Litereet on the said Bills shall cease and the same shall be no longer 
current within these United States. 
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And whOTeas it is indispensibly necessaiy to the 
HtabiS^?** prop<tr arrangemaat of the finances and to the reatora^ 
tion of public credit within these United States, that 
due obedience be paid to the ordinances which are or shall be passed 
by the Vmted StaUa in Congress assembled, without which they must 
rem&ia a fruitless pledge for the security of all who confide in their 
laws; and whereas justice and precision should mark the conduct of 
the United States to the end that each State ia the Union may have a 
fiim reliance upon them, and that right may be done to all and every 
of them in the administration of public affairs: Be it therefore furOter 
ordained, that from and after the passing of this Ordinance, if ai^ 
State or States in this Union shall refuse or neglect to comply th»«- 
with without sufficient reason, to be assigned by the IMegates of 
such State or States and approved by the United States in Congress 
assembled, the Treasurer of the United Statm for the time beiDg shall 
certify the same to the President of Congress who shall forthwith 
lay the same before the United States in Congress assembled and 
thereupon if cause foe not shown to the contrary a remonstrance shall 
issue under the sign manual of the President of Congress for the time 
being, and under the seal of the United States, attested by the 
Secretary of Congress, against the conduct of such delinquent State 
or States, and demanding full payment of the arrears of such State 
or States with interest thereon, according to the purport and tenor 
of this ordinance, at a day certain, to be assigned by the United 
States in Congress assembled and if such delinquent State or States 
shall thereafter refuse or neglect to comply therewith a proMMtion 
shall thenceforth issue against the commerce both by sea and land, 
of such delinquent State or States, in the manner herein prescribed 
in the case of a remonstrance, and the same shall be continued until 
full payment be made as aforesaid, and justice duly rendered to the 
United States. 

And be it further ordained that so much of any act or resolution 
of Congress passed before the ratification of the Articlea of Con- 
federation, as comes within the purview of this ordinance be, and the 
same is hereby repealed.* 

Ordered, That they be read agfun to Morrow. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

' Theee word* in tha nutigut Me in the writmg of Samuel Huntingtos. 

' This ordinance, in tha vriting of Ueriwetlier Smith, accept the parte in bracketa, 
which are in the writing of Junes Diune, ia in the Paptrt tif tlu OmUmentai Congreu, 
No. 36, 1, toUo 169. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL a6, 1781 

A letter, of 21, from the executive council of the eastern 
shore of Maryland, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [James] Madison, 
Mr. [John] Sullivan. 

A letter, of 18, &om Count de Rochambeau, was read.* 

A letter, of 21, from General Washington, was read; * 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the quartermaster general be, and he is 
hereby authorised to appoint Colonel Champlin, of Newport, 
a barrack-master to the French army; and to annex to that 
office a salary, not exceeding the pay of an assistant deputy 
quartermaster. 

The report of the Board of War of the 16 March last, on a 
letter of the 15 of the same month from the paymaster general, 
was taken into conuderation; and, Thereupon, 

Wab Offiok March 16. 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board have the boaor to lay before Congrees a letter from the 
Pay Master Genra^ on the subject of Pay due Capi Lieutenants of 
Artilleiy and Lieutenants and Sei^eants of Infantry. We con- 
ceive that the matter waa properly considered by Congress at the 
time of settlement of the pay of the Army in 1778 and that the 
Appointments of these OfBcers should be as they were then fixed. 
We therefore beg leave to report, 

Resolved, That the pay of captain-lieutenants of artillery, 
and of lieutenants and Serjeants of infantry be paid in biUs 
of the new emissions, at the rate fixed for the pay of those 
officers and non-commissioned officers respectively, on the 
27 day of May, one thousand seven hundred and seventy- 
eight, any former resolution of Congress to the contrary 
hereof notwithstanding.' 

■ The Hoiyland letter is in die Papm tff the Oontinmlai Congrm, No. 7S, XXII, 
(olio 463; RochambeAU'a letter is in No. 7S, XIX, folio 343, a copy being on folio 3C1. 
1 This letter ia in the Papen qf the Continental Gmgreu, No. 162, X, folio 89. 
* Tbia report is in the Papen t^ the Cm^nental Congnu, No. 147, VI, folio 807. 
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The Board of Treasury reported that in pursuance of the 

act of the 5th day of September last, they have prepared 
loan office certificates to the amount of one million dollars 
specie value, which are ready to be sent forward to the 
se^wral continental loan officers; Whereupon, 

Tebasdbt Office AprU £8^1781. 

l^e Board of Treasury b^ leave to infonn the United States in 
Congresa assembled that the Certificates ordered to be prepared by the 
Act of the 5!^ of Sep! last are ready to be sent forward to the eereral 
Continental Loan Officers. That before they are sent the Board wish 
to have the sense of Congrees whether the Cointmasioners afs^ are to 
consider the new money of specie value dollar for dollar. 

The Board conceive the greatest disadvantage may result to the 
community, if it is so to be considered, as it is well known at this 
instant a considerable depreciation has already taken place in all the 
States where it has issued — they therefore propose the following 
BeeolutioDs: 

Resolved, That the commisdoners of the several conti- 
nental loan offices issue the specie certificates ordo^ by the 
resolution of the 5tb day of September, 1780, only on their 
receiving specie, or upon the order of Congress, or of the 
Board of Treasuiy, for the balance of accounts liquidated in 
specie value. 

The Board have reef a letter from Cha« Pettit Esq Asi Q. M. Oeo- 
cral dated the 20^ inst. together with copies of a letter and Estimate 
approved by the Board of War from Donaldson Yates Esq I> Q. M. for 
the States of Maryland and Delaware, requesting a supply of money 
for that Department and faavii^ taken the same into consideration, 
b^ leave to report 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Harwood, com- 
Qussioner of the continental loan office for the State of Mary- 
land, in favour of Charles Pettit, assistant quartermaster 
genOTal, on aecoimt of Colonel Tunothy Pickering, quarter- 
master general, for twenty-six thousand and eighty dollars 
new enussion, to be transmitted to Donaldson Yates, deputy 
quartermaster for the States of Delaware and Maryland, for 
the use of that department, and for which sum the said 
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Colonel Timothy Pickering, quartermaater general, is to be 
accountable.' 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was ref^red the petition 
of Colonel Moses Hazen, delivered in a report; "Whereupon, 
TKBAsimr Offiob April «4? 1781 

The Board haviiig considered the petition of Col. Moses Hazen 
referred to them the 3^ instant b^ leave to Report, 

lliat agreably to the resolution of the2dAof AugostlTTTtheCom- 
miasioners of claims found a balance due to Col. Hazen "for hard 
mont^ advanced by him" six thousand six hundred and eighteen 
dollars and f}*'* of a dollar and a further sum of two thousand one 
hundred and seventy six dolls, and seven and a half ninetieths of a 
dollar for "commodities furnished by him for the use of the Army in 
Canada." That a chaise of eight hundred dollars paid by Col. Hazen 
to Col. Antill was disallowed Col. Hazen for want of a proper voucher, 
which has since been furnished and the charge admitted: a further 
sum of two hundred and ten pounds ten diillings and eleven pence, 
also disallowed, in the following words: "Amount of pay al»tract 
for Cap« Quatrif^er's Company not properly certified, but which is 
to be allowed when vouched." This Board are now of opinion that 
the sum last mentioned has since berai as well vouched as the nature 
of the case would admit and ought to be allowed — upon the ^ole it 
is the opinion of the Board that the sum of tea thousand two hundred 
and ninety six dolls, and seventy two ninetieths of a dollar in specie 
is due to Col Moses Hazen with an interest thereon at the rate of six 
pr. cent pr. annum from the first of May 1776 and that he ou^t to be 
paid the same, or at least the interest due thereon as soon as any 
other creditor of the United States — ^whe^upoa they submit the fol- 
lowing order. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury place to the credit 
of Colonel Moses Hazen, the sum of thirteen thousand three 
hundred and eighty-six dollars and two-ninetieths of a dollar 
specie, being the principal and interest of money due to him 
to the let of May, 1781 ; and that the same bear an interest 
at the rate of s&x per cent, per annum from the 1st day of 
May next afores^d, until paid.' 

■ Thia report is in die Papen of &t OmtinmlnJ Congrtn, No. 136, V, folio 261. 
* This npoit is in the Papen ^Ow Conlinenlal Qmgnu, No, 136, V, folio 266. 
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The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the letter, 
of 6, froiQ the gov^nor of Virginia, delivered in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer of the State 
of Virginia, in favour of Charlea Pettit, assistant quarter- 
master general, on account of Major General Greene, late 
quartermaster general, for the sum of five millions three 
hundred and forty-six thousand foiu* hundred and thirty- 
eight dollars and fifteen ninetieths of a dollar, part of the 
money due from the said State prior to the &st day of 
March, 1780, and which has been advanced by the said 
State to William Finnie, deputy quartermaster general, for 
which sum the stud Major General Greene, late quartermaster 
general, is to be accountable: 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be referred to 
a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. M[eriwether] 
Smith, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery. 

The committee on the letter, of 19 February, &om Baron 
d'Arendt; and 

The committee on the letter, of 28 March last, from the 
governor of the State of New York, delivered in theu* several 
reports. 

The committee on the letter, of 13 March, &om R. Morris, 
delivered in a farther report. 

The report of the committee on the letter, of 28 March, 
from the governor of the State of New York, was read: 

Apnl £S^, 1781. 

The Conunittee to whom were referred the Ijetter of 28 March last 
from the Governor of the State of New York and sundiy other papers 
accompanying the same beg leave to report: 

That a letter be addresaed to the GoTemour of the State of New 
York informing him that although Emissions of Paper Money on the 
Bole and separate Credit of the respective States are considered as 
productive of manifold Inconveniences and greatly embarrassing to 
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the Public Measures, yet Congress considering also the peculiar situar 
tion of the State of New York and that the Emission described in 
their Act of 27 March last is not intended and cannot operate to 
increase the Quantity of Bills of Credit proposed to be put into Cir- 
culation pursuant to the Resolutions of 18 March 1780 are unwilling 
to disapprove of the Expedient which the L^slature of the State of 
New York have adopted. 

That the Govemour of the State of New York be further informed 
That orders will be drawn for the 164,500 dollara mentioned in his 
letter aforesaid and tiie papers accompanying it, as requested. 

New York ought not to rely upon] the Bills of Exchange on Europe 
a t thi s tim e for payment of Interest on the Bills of Credit emitted 
pursuant to the Resolutions of 18 March 1780 and that therefore it 
bo poooDMnonded to the S tate of Now YoA they ought to make use 
of the other means in their power to dischai^e the intow B t on thciF 



That Congress will givo orders for forwarding Bills to exchange at 
the end of the year the Bilb emitted pursuant to the Resolutions of 
IS March 1780 or adopt such measures as may render the Exchange 
unnecessary. 

That as the Period assigned for the Circulation of the fonner Con- 
tinental Bills of Credit expires with the present month it is expected 
every State in which any of the said Bills may then still circulate and 
who have not redeemed their Proportion of them will take effectual 
measures to draw the same out of Circulation immediately thereafter.' 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

On motion of Mr. M[eriwether] Smith, seconded by Mr. 
[Samuel] Adams, 

Ordered, That the Board of War cause the rampart muskets 
in their possession to be repaired; and forward, with all pos- 
sible despatch, to the executives of the State of Virginia and 
North C^lina, a quantity not exceeding two thousand, to 
each State, charging to the said states respectively, the 
value of the muskets, with the expence of repairing and trans- 
porting them. 

< Thia rep<xt, in the writing of ^lliam Churclull Hotuton, except the part in 
bracketa, whicti is in the writing of Samuel Huntington, is in tlie Faptri of the Cm^ 
titurtial Ctmgrm, No. 20, 1, folio 373. 
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At a Board of Wab Aprii £6. 1781 

Present, Vb Peters, Colonel Orayson, 

The Board havlDg taken into consideration a letter of the 10*^ 
instant from Major L Keene aid de camp to Major General S^ Clair 
herewith transmitted, 

Beg leave to report 

That a Warrant isaue on Thomas Smith E^' Commissioner of the 
Continental Loan Office for the State of Penn* in favour of the pay- 
master G^ieral for eight thousand one hundred sixty six doUara and 
two thirds of a dollar in bills of the old emissions for the payment 
of a detachment of the 4^ reg* of light dragoons from the 1** March 
17S0 to the 31" July following, for which sum the said paymaster 
general is to be accountable. 

That another Warrant issue on Thomas Smith Esq' in favour of the 
paymaster General for one thousand nine hundred and ninety dollars 
in bills of the new emieeions for the payment of the aforesaid detach- 
ment, from the 1'' August 1780 to the 31" October following, for 
whi(^ sum the said paymaster general is to be accountable, these 
warrants to have a preference in payment to all others of a prior date.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY. APRIL 37, 1761 

A letter, of 28 January last, from the hon*** J. Jay, was 
read: 

Ordered, That no more of the bills drawn on the hon** 
John Jay or the hon'"' Henry Laurens be sold until the farther 
order of Congress, and that the Board of Treasury take imme- 
diate steps for stopping the sale.' 

A letter, of 22, from Major General the Marquis de la 
Fayette, was read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, 
Mr. [Geoi^] Clymer. 

■ ThiiKpaitiam th«Pap«r(^(ftc Cmtinmtal (kmgnu. No. 147, V, folio 16. lliam- 
■on's mdonmMmt oaya: "This included is an order tor a murrant." 

A letter, of 24, &om Hordecai Sheftall vas rand, according to the indonement. It 
b in the Papert ofHu CctMatioa Qmgrm, No. 78, XXI, folio 56. 

* These two paragraphs wwe also entered in the mannscript Secret Journal, Frnvign 
Alhtn. 

"ThiB letter is in the Papo-to/'fftt Conlxruntal Congreu, No. 166, folio 127. 
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A letter, of 17, from the governor of Connecticut, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A petition from the officers of Colonel Baldwin's raiment 
of artificers was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 21, from Mathias Halsted, was read, with sundry 
papers enclosed : 

Ordered, That the same be transmitted to the Commander 
hi Chief. 

A letter, of 23, from Richard Carson, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Foreign 
Affairs to take order. 

A letter, of 22, from the Chevalier Paul-Jones, was read, 
expressing his obligation for the vote of thanks; and 

A letter, of this day, from J. Gibson, were read.' 

A letter, of 22 February, from W. Carmichael;* and 

A letter, of 23 and 2d January, from Mr. Dumas, were read. 

Ordered, That the letter from Mr. Dimias be referred to 
the committee on his former letter, of October 4. 

A letter, of 26, from the Board of War, was read; Where- 
upon, 

Wab Office, Apr^ £6. 1781 
Sm, 

In consequence of the reBolve of the 21" Oct: 1780, we expected 
that the Quarter Master General would be enabled to procure from 
the Continental Agent at Boston a handsome supply of Tent cloth, 
as that Act of Congress directed the deliveiy of all Duck in M^ Brad- 
ford's hands except so much as the Admiralty Board should think 
necessary for the immediate supply of {he Navy. The Admiralty 
Board have given it as their opinion that the whole is necessary, and 

1 This letter u in the Faptri of the ConUnmlal Congreu, No. 66, II, lolio 194. 

■ The officen' petition, dated April 20, 1761, is in the Paper* of lAt Cbnttncnloi 
Congrm, No. 42, VI, fobo 43; Hoisted 'a letter is in the WaMngton Paper; M, folio 
236; a copyia in the Papertoftht ContinerUal Congreu, No. 78, XII, folio 137; Cai^ 
son's letter is in No. 78, VI, foUo 27. 

* Jones's letter ia in the Paperi of At Continental Cmgre**, No. 78, XIII, folio 228; 
Gibaon's is in No. 78, X, folio 319. 

* Carmichael'e letter ia printed in the DiploiMtie Corrapomdmu of On Ameriem 
Stvolulion (Wharton), IV, 286. 
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therefore none could be obtained under the Resolution to our very 
great disappointment. 

By lettM- received thia day from the Q. M. G. he informs us that 
M? Bradford haa more than one thousand pieces, but whether or not 
his information is just, as it is not founded on any authentic docu- 
ments, we cannot determine. Col. Pickering only required thirty 
pieces, and these might have been, if obtained, manufactured into 
Tents at this time. We think it our duty to lay this matter before 
Congress, that if they choose to give positive orders in the business 
they may be pleased to do it. If this should be their detminination, 
it will be proper to resolve, 

Ordered, That John Bradford continental agent at Boston 
deUver to the Quartermaster General or his order, all the 
duck in his hands belonging to the United States proper for 
tents. 

When the Board are informed of the quantity received from M? 
Bradford, they wiU of course direct a deduction to be made from the 
Q. M. General's estimate of so many Tents as can be made out of the 
materials procured from Mt Bradford.* 

A report from the Board of Treasury on a liquidated 
accoimt of Capt J. Schott, was read : 

Teeascbt Opficb A-pr3. 21. 1781 

Upon the re-commitment of the Reports of the Treasury in the 
cases of John Uoyd and W? Paulding the Board beg leave to explain, 

That altho both are involved in the Department of the late Com- 
missaty General Trumbull, and ought to be settled upon a common 
prindple, yet the nature and operation of the two demands are essen- 
tially different. Both their accounts have been liquidated, and the 
balances ascertained by the Persons appointed by Congress for that 
purpose, who, no doubt have retained copies for cheques; but Mr 
Lloyd demands payment, while the other asks only for an acknowl- 
edgement of the settlement and balance due, with annual interest. 

A material reason why, the accounts of a departmrait should not 
be partially settled is that it is to be supposed, that the principal is in 
cash, equal to its demand, and this reason governed in the case of 
tSu Lloyd, but could not operate in that of Mi Paulding: because if 
it should be found that the representatives of ISJ Trumbull are in 
cash equal to the demands of the department M^ Paulding might yet 
■ Thia Mport u in the Paper* o^ tkt Coniintntal Congrtu, No. 147, V, folio 20. 
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be paid out of it; but should M^ IJoyd be actu&Uy paid in cash, or 
Loan Office certificates bearing French interest (an unreasotiable and 
improper demand in itself) the public at a crisis of distress must be 
in advance two sums for the discharge of one debt, if however, he 
should yield in the extent of his claim, and should agree to take a 
similar acknowledgement of his debt with M^ Paulding, the Board 
are of opinion that it should be done. 

Tbe Board b^ leave to infonn the United Stetes in GmgreaB 
assembled. 

That there is a considerable sum of the old emisBionB brought in to 
be cancelled, but on account of the allowance to the Conuniasionen 
for examining, countii^ and burning the same as motioned in the 
resolution of Congress of the 4A December last being inadequate not 
only in the opinion of the Commissioners but also in the opinion of 
this Board, that business is entirely stopped. That the Commission- 
ers, as may be seen by their letter herewith submitted, demand twenty 
shiUings specie each pi day or six pence pi thousand dollars. The 
former the Board are of opinion ought not to be complied with, 
because there is no certainty or any probabiUty that the old monies 
will come in fast enough to keep them constantly employed, and the 
latter demand will be a very expensive allowance from the public as a 
httle calculation will demonstrate. 

The Board are of opinion ttiat four pence specie pt thousand is an 
adequate allowance but have reason to believe that they will not act 
under six pence: the United States in Coi^p^ss assembled will please 
detenuine. 

Iliat Captain John Schott of Col. Armaoda independent Corps, has 
lodged in the Treasury Office a duplicate of a liquidated account with 
a certificate from one of the Auditors of the Army of the balance due 
in specie and applies for payment, agreeable to the resolution of the 
16^ inst: but the Board not knowing whether it was intended by the 
concluding Article of that Act, to repeal that of the 27^^ of March 
directing the Board of War to draw warrants for payment of sudi 
Accounts and not understanding the resolution of the 1 3*^ inst. direct- 
ing that application for that purpose be made in the first instance to 
the Pay Master accompanied with proper warrants, and there being no 
resolutions authorising the Board to draw warrants on the Mihtary 
Chest : they beg leave to refer this business to the United States in 
Congress assembled for their direction.' 

> Tfaia repcA is in the Popera </ lAc ConHnmlai Con^ruf, No. 136, V, foUn 247. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order, the resolution of 4 January last notwithstanding. 

Another report from the Board of Treasury was read; 
WhCTeupon, 

Ordered, That upon the application of Jacob Hiltzheim^, 
s warrant issue in his favor on Thomas Smith, commissioner 
of the continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, 
for one thousand dollars of the new emission to purchase 
forage for the use of the horses under his care, and for which 
sum the said Jacob Hiltzheimer is to be accountable: 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be re-committed. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 21, 
from the executive council of the eastern shore of Maryland, 
reported the draught of an answer, which was agreed to: 

Ordered, That the letter be referred to the Board of War. 

The report of the committee on the letter of 13 March from 
Kobert Morris was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

In order that the superintendant of finance may be at 
liberty to devote his time and attention to the more imme- 
diate duties of his office. 

Resolved, That he be, and hereby is, authorised to appoint 
by letter of attorney, or otherwise, such person or persons 
as he may think proper, to prosecute or defend for him in his 
official capacity, or on behalf of the United States, in all 
places where the same may be necessary: 

That the oath of office to be taken by the superintendant 
of finance be as follows: 

I do Bwear (or affirm), l^t I will truly and impartially 

execute the office of superintendant of tlie finances of the United 
States of America, to which 1 am appointed; and will, in all respects, 
dischai^ the trust reposed in me by the said appointment, with 
fidelity, justice, and integrity, to t^e t>e8t of my skill and under- 
ntMiiiing; 

That the form of the commission to the superintendant 
of finance be as follows: 
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The United States in Congress assembled^ to Greeting: 

We, reposing special truet and confidraice in your fidelity, diligetioe, 
and ability, have constituted and appointed, and do by these presents, 
constitute and appoint, you the said , to be superintendant of 

the finances of Uie said United States, hereby giving and granting to 
you all powers, priTile^ee, authorities, and emoluments, which to the 
said office now do or hereafter may belong or appertain. 
. 'Witnesa hia excellency, Samuel Huntington, Fresident of Coi^ress, 
at Philadelphia, the day of in the year of our Lord one 

thousand seven hundred and eightry-one, and in the fifth year of 
our independence.' 

A letter, of this day, from the Board was read ; Whweupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of Admiralty pay the money pro- 
duced by the sale of camion mentioned in the resolution, of 
29 March last, to the conmiiflsary general of military stores, 
for which he is to be accountable, and that the Board of War 
direct the appropriation of the said monies to the iron masters 
who have cast diot and shells, in proportion to their respec- 
tive contracts. 

A memorial of ^^^lIiam TS^lliams; 

A memorial of William Bamet; 

A petition of Lieutenant And' Lee:' 

Ordered, That the Memorial of Wm. '\\^lliams, and petition 
;of Lieutenant Lee, be referred to the Board of Treasury ; and 
the memorial of Wm. Bamet be r^erred to the Medical Com- 
mittee. 

The Committee to whom was referred the Letter from the Hon.'''' 
John M. Scot of tjie 13*^ instant, beg leave to report. 

That the subject of the Letter referred, respects the pay said to 
be due to deputy quarter masters and artificers employed in the 
quarter masters department under the late and present quarter 
masters general. 

That the persons so employed under the former arrangement wk« 
in the appointment and pay of the quarter master general, to whom, 
' This report, in the writing of William Cliutchill Hoiuton, ie in the Paptn o/&t 
Contmmtal Congreu, No. 19, IV, folio 315. 

* Willi&ma's memorial, dated April 26, 1781, 'u in ibe Papers of lit Coniiitenlal Oon- 
greu. No. 41, X, folio Ui\ that of Barnet, dated April 27, 17S1, ia in No. 41, 1, folio 
341; Lee'a petition ifl in No. 42, IV, folio 282. 
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or his principal assistftnts, the buou advanced and wages due to per- 
sons under the above description, can only be known, as a proper 
account of the expenditures in that departinent does not appear to 
have been produced, or the laige sums advanced thereto in any 
manner accounted for, untill n^ch is done, your committee are of 
opinion no advances can be made with propriety to deputies and 
persons employed in that department under the late Quarter Master 
general. 

With respect to \ha%o employed under the present arrangement 
of the quarter masters department passed in Congress the 15^ July 
last your Committee beg leave to remind Congress, that by the said 
arrangement it is directed ; 

That one of the duties of assistant quarter [master] general shall be 
"to receive from the respective deputies at the end of every three 
months, returns of all persons employed, how where and on what con- 
ditions, and returns of all public property belonging to the department. 

That the returns be made to the assistant quarter master general 
in March June September and December, and that the general 
returns be furnished to the quarter master general as soon after as 
possible. 

That t^e quarter master general make returns to the Commander 
in Chief and Board of War, as soon as possible after they are delivered 
in to him by t^e assistant quarter master general of all officers and 
other persona employed. 

That all officers in the quarter master generals department of what 
ever denomination, shall take the oaths of allegiance, and the oath of 
office prescribed by Congresss, b^ore they enter on business. 

That with the returns before directed to be made of the name and 
station of each person to be appointed in the quarter masters depart- 
ment, there be also at the same time certificates returned therewith, 
of tiieir having respectively taken the oaths and qualifications afore- 
mentioned. 

That in settling the accounts of officers in the quarter masters 
department to be appointed by this Act of Congress, no pay or 
allowance whatever be granted to any person employed in that 
department whose name and employment together with a certificate 
of his taking the aforesaid oaths, shall not be duly returned in manner 
above directed." After the above recitals, your Conunittee b^ 
leave further to inform Congress, that upon enquiry they cannot find 
any of the returns above mentioned have been made to the Board 
of War; in consequence of which omission, your Committee are of 
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opiiu(ni no adTuice for pay can be made to peraons acting under tits 
ptesent quarter master geuwal, imtill the Act of Congress above 
mentioned, requiring rotunui of their names stationa and employ- 
ments with certificates of taking the oaths enjoined are fully oomi^ied 
witli.> 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, APRIL a8, 1781 

A letter, of March 19th, frcon Brigadier General Moultrie; 
and 

A memorial from sundry offioeiB, priaoners at Chwleetown, 
were read:' 

Ordered, That they be referred to a comnuttee of three: 

The Members, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Samuel John] 
Atlee, Mr. [Geoige] Walton. 

A letter, of 24, from E. Formsn, one of the commisedoners 
of the Board of Treasury, was read, requesting a decision on 
the report of the committee on the charges brought by the 
treasure of loans against the commisdoners of the Board of 
Treasury, and communicating his desire to leave the Board, 
and that Congress will be pleased to signify their acceptance 
of this his resignation:' 

Ordered, That Wednesday next be assigned for the con- 
sideration of the report above mentioned. 

A report irom the Board of Treasuiy was read; Where- 
upon, 



' This rapot, in th« mitliig of Abimham OUzk, is in the Papen qf&»C 
Qmgrm, No. 19, V, folia 471. It «u deUvend this dsy and ncomnittQd on Mxy 4. 
It ifl in th« Ibt of postponed report! in No. 31, folio 372. 

A letter, of 24, from Jamee Smith was reird, according to the Indonemmit, and 
iderred to the Board of Treuury. It ia in the Papen o/ tht Continental (^mgrett. 
No. 78, XXI, foUo ei. 

A letter from Captain William Qoold wh read, acMwding to the indow om ent, aitd 
Kfened to the Board of TrcesDir; it ie in tha Paptrt oftlu Continmloj Cangnm, Mo. 
laa, V, tolio 266. 

'Uoultrie's letter 1b in the Pap«rf q^ e&« Contxiuntai Oongnai, No. 158, folio 4St; 
the memorial from the officeia, eignedbyCharlesCoteBWorthPiiicbiey, isoafolio486. 

*Thialetter is in the Pap«no/d< CimiiTienial Congrtu, No. 78, IX, folio 478. 
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Tbeasdkt OmoB, AprU 28^ 1781. 

Upon the tecotamitniait of the report of the 26"' inst. od the 
spplicatioQ of the Hon'ble W^ Few, b Dele^te' for tlw State of 
Georgia, the Board of Treasury beg leave to report, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomaa Smith, commis- 
dooer of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, in favour of ISx. [William] Few, a del^ate for the 
State of Geor^, for two hundred and sixty-six dollars new 
emiasionfi, for which the s^d State of Georgia is to be ac- 
countable.' 

The committee spptHnted to confer with the executive of 
the State of Pensylvania, relative to expediting the march 
of the Pensylvania line, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

The Conunittee appointed to confer with the Executive of the State 
of PennsylTania relative to expediting the march of the Pennsylvania 
line, report, That there is wanting eleven thousand six hundred 
and forty dollars of the new Emission, to enable the Paymaster 
Gen! to pay up the said line as promised, and to enable them to march 
immediately, which sum the Executive of the siud State has agreed 
to furnish the Pay Master Genl with, to be credited to the said State 
of Pennsylvania by Congress. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the preadent and 
supreme executive council of the Commonwealth of Pensyl- 
vania, in favour of John Pierce, paymaster general, for 
thirteen thousand seven hundred and forty dollars new emis- 
sion, for expediting a detachment of the Pensylvania line to 
the southward, for which sum the said paymaster general is 
to be accountable, and that the same be placed to the credit 
of the said Commonwealth.^ 

A r^wrt &om the Board of War was jead; Whereupon, 
At a Board op Wab April Sff, 1781 

Present ySx. Peters 
Col. Grayson 

The Board taking into consideration a letter from Major Aquilla 
CKIes herewith tranamitted, 

* Thu report is U Uie Pa^MY <^ tib (>M«NMntiiJ CbtVKM, No. ISe, V, folk) 2M. 

' The fint pangnph oi this report is in tfae writing of llieodorick BUnd ; the lecoDd 
is in Chaf lee Thonuoa's huid, the unoimt having be«n iacreaaed by 2,100 dollan. It 
Vkin QMpapen of the CanHnental Con^<ai, No. 20, II, folio 127. 



d by Google 



460 JoumaU qf Congress 

Agreed to report to Congress, 

That the Board of War be empowered and directed to graat a war- 
rant on the Fajmaster Qeneral for three months Pay on account.* 
Wab OvnoB April g7. 1781 
Sm 

The Board do themselves the honor to submit to Congress the 
appIicatioD of L^ Col. Jameson of Colonel Sheldon's raiment of 
dragoons requesting to be reimbursed his expraces while on command 
in this city. 

Ilie Board beg leave to inform Congress that Col. Jameson was 
Bent here in November last by order of Col. Sheldon to procure arms 
accoutrements and deaths for that regiment and has been ever since 
on that business. 

Should Congress be of opinion that Colonel Jameson should be 
reimbursed his ezpences to the first of March last st which time the 
allowance of three dollars a day for expences on command was taken 
away — they will be pleased to resolve — 

That the Board of War draw a Warrant on the Paymaster General 
for three hundred and thirty nine dollars of the new emission in 
favour of L! Col. Jameson to reimburse him his ezpences from the 
tenth day of November last till the first day of March. 

That the said Board draw a Warrant on the Paymaster General in 
favour of L! Col. Jameson for three months pay and subsistance the 
resolve of the 4"' January last notwithstanding.* 

At a Board of Wak April £8, 1781 

Present Mr Peters 

Colo. Grayson 

The Board having taken into consideration a letter of the 26th 
instant from Xoeutenant Colonel Barber of tfi e A t tille »yf herewith 
transmitted, 

Beg leave to report, 

That a Warrant issue on the Paymaster General in favour of Lt. 
Colonel Barber of the Ist Jersey Regiment for two hundred and forty 
Dollars in bills of the new emissions, equal to three months pay and 
subsistance, the resolution of the 4th Januaiy last notwithstanding.* 

Ordered, That the Board of War take order for the pay- 
ment of three months' pay to Major A. Giles, and also for 

' This repwt ia in tiie Paper* of the CoMmentiU Congrat, No. 147, V, folio 23. 
"ItuB report ia in OtePapen of thtCtmtinerHal Congrai, No, 147, V, lolio 37. 
* Tbia report ia in thePa]Mn of&6 ConixnenUd Congreti, No. 147, V, folio 4B. 
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the payment of three months' pay and subsistance to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Barber, and also to Lieutenant Colonel 
Jameson, the resolution of 4 January last notwithstanding; 

That the Board of War draw a warrant on the pajrmaster 
general for three hundred and thirty-nine dollars of the new 
emisuon, in favour of Lieutenant Colonel Jameson, to reim- 
burse him his expences from the tenth day of November last 
till the first day of March last. 

A report of the Board of War, respecting the resolution of 
the 16 instant, was read : 

Was OmoM April S4. 1781 
Sm 

It is iuaiBted upon bj some of the Officets that the reeolution of the 
16*" inatant directing the Warrants issued hy the Board on Officers 
accounts settled by &P Howell to be recalled, only relates to those 
parts of the accounts which contain the pay f^ch being thrown upon 
the States renders any continental settlement unnecessaiy. But as 
for other accounts the reeolution of the 27 of March still remains in 
force and they therefore demand their Warrants for back rations &c. 
lliere seems on examination to be a want of precision in the reeolution 
and therefore we beg to know the sense of Congress on the subject 
and that they will be pleased to direct iis whether we shall or shall 
not grant warranto on the Paymaster General for the amount of the 
Officeis demands eixclusiTe of pay.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a conmiittee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Yamum, Mr. [John] 
Sullivan, Mr. [Artemas] Ward. 

A report of the Board of War on the petition of Elijah 
Weed, was read: 

At a Boabd of Was Aprii j8ff, 1781 

Present M' Peters 

Col Grayson 

The Board have been honored with a reference from Coogrees 
of the Memorial of Elijah Weed Keeper of the State Prison, on which 
they beg leave to report, 

That the pay of the Keeper of the State I^ison in Philadelphia be 
fixed at one hundred dollars per month in bills of the new emission. 

> Thii TVjfcai u in the Paptn qfUu CorUmental Gmgrets, No. 147, V, folio 6. 
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That the pay of an Assistant be fifty dollars p month in bilki of the 
ndw emission and the pay of a Turnkey be forty dollars p month in 
the same bills.' 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

A report of the Board of War on the memorial of the 
officers of Colonel Baldwin's r^iiment of artificers, was read; 
Whereupon, 

At a. Boabd op Wab Apnl £8, 1781 

Present M' Peters 

CoH Grayson 

The Board have been honored with a reference from Congress on 
the memorial of the Officers of Colonel Baldwin's reg* of artificers 

Beg leave to report, 

Revived, That it be recommended to the states to which 
they respectively belong to make up the depreciation of their 
pay according to the real value of their wages at the time 
of their establishment to the Officers and men now or late 
of the r^;iment of artificers commanded by Colonel Baldwin. 

That the Officers of that regiment be informed in answer to their 
memorial of the 20"' instant, that the circsumstances of the public 
will admit of no farther measures, than that specified in the for^;oing 
resolution, with respect to that regiment.* 

A report from the Board of Treasury, on the accounts of 
Alexander McCa&ky, and another on the accounts of William 
Paulding, were read : 

Question to agree thereto passed in the n^ative. 

A report of the Board of Treasuiy, on the account of 
Doctor F. Allison, was read : 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

A letter, of 29 January, from 0. Pollock, was read : 

On motion of Mr. [Geoi^] Walton, 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury take order for the 
payment of the balances reported to be due to the auditor 
general and to the inspectors of the press. 

> Thia leport ia in the Paptn of tin Continmtal Coitfrcft, No. 147, T, UHio 5S. 
* Thia report ia in die Papen of the OmUnental Congrtu, No. U7, V, folio 46. 
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Was Ophoh, AfrU n, 1781 
Sib, 

By resolve of Congress of the 29*** ult? certain monies to be produced 
by the sale of a number of camion contracted to be sold by the 
Admiralty Board to Blair McClenachan and others were ordered to 
be applied to enable the Board of War to comply with their contracts 
for shot and shells. We had the honor to request the Board of 
Admiralty for information how the money was to be obttuned, and 
received for answer that Thomas Irwin John Bayard and Matthew 
Irrin had given their note for the money payable to Francis Lewis 
Eeqf for the use of the Board of Admiralty. As the resolution does 
not go so far as to point out the means of obtaining the monies from 
the Admiralty we beg leave to report. 

That the Admiralty Board be directed to pay the monies produced 
by the sale of the cannon mentioned in the resolve of the 29!^ nit? 
to the Commissaiy General of Military Stores, for which he is to be 
accountable, and that the Board of War direct the appropriation of 
the said monies to the Iron Masters who have cast shot and shells in 
proportions to their respective contracts. Probably as good a method 
of obtaining the mooiea woold be by directing 

That the Notes given for payment of the purchase monies of a 
niunber of cannon sold by the Admiralty Board as mentioned in the 
resolution of the 29^ March on that subject be assigned to the Com- 
missary General of Mihtaty Stores — the monies when received to be 
applied under the directions of the Board of War towards the discharge 
of contracts for shot and shells. 

We submit both the foregoing resolutions to Congress, taking the 
liberty of requesting a determination upon one of them, as the Parties 
are ready to pay the money to those properly authorized to receive it, 
and the Iron Masters are very importunate.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, APRIL 30, 1781 

A letter, of 25 April, from General Washington, was read:' 
Ordered, That it be referred to the del^ates of Peosylvania 
and a copy thereof transmitted to the Board of War. 

■ This report is in th« Paper* af the ConHntnUd CongrtM, No. 147, V, toUo 33. It 
ma pMeed this day, according to the indorBement. 

' A copy of thia letter la in the Paptrt of the Cvntmeittal Congrtn, No. 168, Vol. 8, 
page 101; the dnift is in the WatlwngUm Papert, A. VI, pt. I, 73. 
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A letter, of 24 December, 1780, from Will. Carmichael, 
was read: 

Ordered, That [it] be referred to the committee on the 
letter, of 30 November, frem the hon''.'' J. Jay. 

A memorial of sundry officers late of the hospital staff was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [William Chmvhill] 
Houston, yii. [Isaac] Motte. 

A letter, of December 10, 1780, from J. Bonfield, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

A manorial of TJdney Hay was read:" 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Artemas] Ward, Mr. [Theodorick] 
Bland) Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamimi. 

A report from the Board of War on the memorial of Elijah 
Weed, keeper of the state prison, was read; Whereupon, 

Was Oteiob, AprU SO. 1781 
The Board have tiie honor to inform Congress that the original 
pay of the Keeper of the State Prison was two dollars, specie p' day, 
that of the Asdstants one dollar, and of the Turnkey two thil'ds of a 
dollar p' day — if Congress think this should he now their guide, we 
have the honor to report. 

Revived, That the pay of the keeper of the state prison, 
and the officers employed imder hun, be fixed in specie, as 
follows: 

The keeper, two dollars per day; an assistant, one dollar 
per day; a turnkey two-thirds of a dollar per day.' 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 29 
March, &om P. Schuyler; and 



1 lliis memOTial, dited April 28, 1761, is in the WaMnglan Paptn, 96, folio 272. 
A copy is in the Paptn cf &e Oo/Uine7Ual CongrtM, No. 41, IV, folio 26G, uiotlier 
copy being on folio 261. 

* This report is in the Papen of IKe Oontbumai Gmgrttt, No. 147, V, (olio OS. 
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The Committee to whom was referred a letter from the honorable 
Philip Schuyler Esq! of the 29^^ of March last, submit the foUoving 
Report. 

Resolved, That the United States in Congress assembled approve 
of the measures adopted by the hon. Philip Schuyler Esq? with the 
concurrence of the Legislature of the State of New York for reheving 
the Oneida and Tuscarora Indians from distresses to which they are 
exposed, by their attachment and fidelity to these United States. 
And that the expence thereof shall be considered as a charge against 
the United States. And the Board of Treasury is directed to deliver 
to General Schuyler or his order, Bills of exchange on our Minister in 
France payable in 3 months after sight for the amount of one thousand 
dollars generously advanced by him for the purchase of blankets for 
the said Indians.' 

The committee on the letter, of 19 March, from Brigadier 
General Moultrie, and the memorial from the officers, pris- 
oners at Charlestown, delivered in their respective repcniia.^ 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, HAY i. 1781 

A sufficient number of States not attending: 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY. MAY 2, 1781 

A letter, of 21 April, from Colonel T. Pickering, quarter- 
mastra general, was read, with sundry papers enclosed: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
A letter, of this day, from J. Howell, was read; 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 
A letter, of 1, from W. Geddes, was read:* 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

' Tiim report, in the wtiting of Jamee Duaae, is in die Paptn of tht ContinenUii 
Congrtu, No. 19, V, (olio 476. It is in the liet of postponed reporte in No. 31, folio 871. 

* A letter of tiiis day from J. Fierce, paynuteter geneml, wm lead, the indonement 
indicates. It is in the Paptrt of the ContinerUal Qmgnu, No. 166, folio 609. 

■ Pickering's letter is in the Papen of Su CbnttntrUaJ CongriM, No. 78, XVIII, folio 
379; Howell'B is in No. 78, XII, folio 147; Oeddee' i« in No. 78, X, folio 331. 
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A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the implication of Mr. [Jamea] Dnane, a 
delegate for the State of New York, a warrant issue in his 
favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the contin^t^ 
loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for two hundred and 
sixty-six dollara of the new emission, to reimburse him for 
an advance made for the use of the State of New York by 
the direction of Congress, and for other purposes, for which 
the said State is to be accountable; ' 

That on the application of Mr. G[eoi^] Walton, one of the 
delegates for the State of Georgia, a warrant issue in his 
favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner aforesaid, for three 
hundred dollars of the new emission, for which the State of 
Geoipa is to be accountable;^ 

That on the application of Mr. JRichard] Howly, a dele- 
gate for the State of Georgia, a warrant issue in his favour 
on Thomas Smith, ' commissioner aforesaid, for three hun- 
dred dollars of the new emission, for which the said State of 
Georgia is to be accountable. 

The Board of Treasury, to whom were referred the accounts 
of Captain William Goold, report that the said accounts 
cannot be settled here; that being in the quartermaster's 
and commiasaiy's department they can only be settled to 
the southward upon the general r^ulation; but that from 
peculiar circumstances a small advance should be made to 
Captain Goold to enable him to return; ' Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
doner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, in favour of Captain William Goold, for one hundred 
dollars of the new emissions advanced to him on account. 

■ This paragnph is in the Paptn of the Co/r^nmbd Congreu, No. 136, V, folio 2S3. 

■ Thia paragraph i« in the Paptn of the ContintnUd Congreu, Ho. 136, V, folio 285. 
* The paragiapha lefeiring to Mr. Howljr aad Captun Qoold are in the Paper! of 

tft« Continental Confrtn, No. 136, V, folio 263. 
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A report of the Board of Treasury on the petition of 
Lieutenant Andrew Lee, of Colonel M. Hazen'e r^^ment, 
was read; Whereupon, 

Tbeabdkt Office May If. 1781 

The Board of Treasury upon tiie petition of Lieutenant Andrew 
Lee of Col. Hazen'a raiment referred to them 27"' ultimo, beg leave 
to report to ^M United States in Congress Assembled, That for the 
payment of the sudLl Lee's account (inclosed in the said petition) of 
expences incurred, from the time he was wounded at Springfield New 
Jers^ in June 17S0 to the 3!^ of Januaiy 1781 to the amount of 
3820 dollars old emis^ons, a warrant issue on Thomas Smith Esq, 
Commissioner of the Continental Loan Office for the State of Fenn- 
Byivania in favor of Di Thomas Bond purveyor of the General Hos- 
pital for 3820 dollars of the old emiasions to enable him to pay the 
accomit of the said Lieutt Iiee, for which vum the said IV Thot Bond 
is to be accountable.' 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner aforesaid, in favour of Tliomas Bond, purveyor of 
the general hospital, for fifty dollars and eighty-four nine- 
tieths of a dollax of the new emission, to enable him to dis- 
charge the account of Lieutenant Lee for expences incurred 
fix)m the time he was woimded at Springfi^, New Jersey, 
in June, 1780, to the 3 January, 1781, for which sum the said 
Thomas Bond, piu-veyor, is to be accountable. 

A letter, of 1, from the Board of War, was read, informing 
that by the death of Colonel Flower the place of commissary 
general of military stores is vacant.' 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw warrants on the pay- 
master general in favour of the officers lately arrived in the 
flag from Charlestown, for three months' pay and subsistance 
equal to eight hundred and eighty-seven dollars in bills of the 
new emissions, to enable them to join the southern army, 
the resolution of the 4th January last notwithstanding; ' 

* TiuB report is in the Paper* <4 '^ CSmtinenlaJ Congmt, No. 136, V, tolio 289. 

* This letter Is In the Paper* oj the Contmentat Cangreu, No. 148, I, folio 306. 

* This report b in the Paptn of the CmUnmttd Qmgttu, No. 147, V, folio 67. 
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That the Board also draw a warrant on the paymaster 
general for three hundred and seventy dollars in bills of the 
new emission, two months' pay of one comet, four sergeants, 
one trumpeter and ten privates of Captain Bedkin's troop 
of dragoons. 

The Board having ordered the detachment abore mentioned on a 
particular conmiand were under the neoeasity of desiring (he Pay- 
master General to advance the above sum and ve therefore hope 
CoogresB vill be pleased to enable us to cover it by a warrant, sa the 
men could not be enabled to march without their pay which they 
have not received for twelve montha past.' 

The report of the committee, || consisting of Mr. Mathews, 
Mr. Atlee, Mr. Walton, |i on the letter of the 19 April, from 
Biigadier General Moultrie, enclosing a memorial from the 
officers belon^ng to the States of South Carolina and Georgia, 
and to Pulaski's and Armand's legionary corps, now piis- 
oners in Charlestown was taken into consideration; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That the Board of War take immediate measures 
for remitting to Charlestown six hundred hogsheads of the 
tobacco now in the Commonwealth of Viiginia, belon^ng to 
the United States, for the use of the above mentioned pris- 
oners of war, and such of the militia of the States of South 
Carolina and Georgia, as were actually taken in arms, and 
remain prisoners of war: 

That the Board of War appoint a proper person to dispose 
of the tobacco in Charlestown, with orders to render, as soon 
as may be, an account of the sales, to be lodged in the Board 
of Treasury.' 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of Admiralty, was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty to 
take order. 

> Thia report u in the Papert of the Continenlai Otr^km, No. 147, V, folio 81. 
*Thia report, in the writing of John Mathewt, ia in the Papert of llu CtmtaunUU 
Crngtiu, Ho. 19, IV, folio 453. 
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A letter, of 30, from the president and supreme executive 
council of Pensylvania, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three, to 
confer with the said president and supreme executive council : 

The members, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Ab. [James] Duane, 
Mr. [Nicholas] VanDyke. 

A motion was made by Jfr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded 
by Mr. [Richard] Howly: 

Ordered, That the same, together with the report of the 
committee on the letter, of 30 Mareh, from Colonel T. Pick- 
ering, be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, Mr. [Theo- 
dorick] Bland, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Meriwether] Smith : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the forgoing committee. 

The report of the committee appointed to prepare a plan 
to invest the United States in Congress assembled with full 
and explicit powers for effectually carrying into execution 
in the several states all acts or resolutions passed agreeably 
to the Articles of Confederation was taken into consideration. 
and after debate: 

[Philadelphu, 12 March, 1781. 

The Committee appointed to prepare a plan to invest the United 
States in Congress assembled with full and explicit powers for effectu- 
ally canying into execution in the several States all Acts or Kesolu- 
tiona passed agreeably to the Articles of Confederation beg leave to 
submit the following Report.] 

Whereas it ia stipulated and declared in the 13A Article of the 
Confederation "that every State abide by the determinations of tlie 
United States in Congress assembled on all questions which by this 
Confederation are submitted to them. And that the Articlea of this 
Confederation shall he inviolably olnerved by every State," by 
which article a general and implied power is vested in the United 
States in Congress assembled to enforce and cany into effect all the 
Articles of the said Confederation against any of the States which 
shall refuse or ne^ect to abide by such their determinations, or shall 
> This letter is is tiia Paper* of lite CemMnentid Oongreu, No. 69, II, folio 377. 
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otherwise violate any of the said Articles, but no determinate and 
particular provision is made for that purpose: And whereas the wont 
of such provision may be made a pretext Y i j i 1rlinf ]i irn t n t ntinn ncftin nt i 
w h e mooeyeive [to caU into question the legality of] measures which 
may be necesaary for preaerving the authority of the Confederation 
and for doing justice to the States which shall duly fulfil th«r federal 
engagements, t o diepirto md oppo s e tho oaeontioD of s ooh mcMufC fl i 
And it is moreover most consonant to the spirit of a free Constitution 
that on the one hand all exercise of power should be explicitly and 
precisely warranted, and on the other that the penal consequences of 
a violation of duty should be clearly promulged and understood: 
And Whereas it is further declared by the said 13^ Article of the 
Confederation that no addition shall be made to the Articles thereof, 
unless the same shall be agreed to in a Congress of the United States 
and be afterwards confirmed by the L^;ialatures of every State. The 
United States in Congress assembled having seriously and maturely 
deliberated on these considerations, and being desirous as far as 
possible to cement and invigorate the federal Union, that it may be 
both established on the moat immutable basis, and be the more 
effectual for securing the immediate object of it, do hereby agree to 
recommend to the L^ialatures of every State to confinn and to 
authorise their Delegates in Congress to subscribe, the following 
clause as on additional Article to the 13 Articles of Confederation and 
perpetual union. 

It is understood and hereby declared that in case any one or more 
of the Confederated States shall refuse or ne^ect to abide by the 
determinations of the United States in Congress assembled and to 
observe all the Articles of the ConfedM-ation as required in the 13 R 
Article, the said United States in Congress assembled are fully author^ 
ised to employ the force of the United States as well by sea as by 
land to compel such State or States to fulfil thur federal engagements, 
and particularly to make distraint on any of the eSects vessels and 
merdiandizes of such State or States or of any of the Citizens thereof 
wherever found and to prohibit and prevent their trade and inter- 
course as well with any other of the United States and the Citizens 
thereof, as with any foreign State, and as well by land as by sea 
until full compensation or comphance be obtained with respect to all 
requisitions made by the United States in Congress assembled in 
pursuance of the Articles of Confederation. 

And it is to be understood, and is hereby agreed and conceded that 
this article shall be fully and absolutely bhidiog and conclusive when 
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sQ the States not actually in the poasemon poww a nd under th e 
jpw B dietion of the Enemy, shall enact tile same.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a grand committee, con- 
sisting of a member from each State : 

The members, Mr. [John] Sullivan, Mr. [Artemas] Ward, 
Mr. [JameB Mitchell] Vamimi, Mr. [Samuel] Huntington, Mr. 
[James] Duane, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. T[homas] Smith, 
Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke, Mr. Paniel] Carroll, Mr. [Theo- 
dorick] Bland, Mr. [Samuel] Johnston, Mr. [John] Mathews, 
Mr. [William] Few: 

To meet in the committee chamber on Saturday next, at 
9 o'clock, A. M. 

A motion was made by Hii. M[eriwether] Smith, seconded 
by Mr. [\^lliam Chxirchill] Houston: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the grand committee. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by Mr. [John] 
lUathewB, 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Colonel Fleury be permitted to 
remain on fiurlough until Congress shall otherwise direct. 

One of the ordinance reported by the committee on the 
motion of Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott was read a second time, and 
on debate was rejected. 

The conunittee to whom was referred the letter, of 22 
April, from Major General the Marquis de la Fayette; and 

The committee on the letters from Mr. Dumas; 

The Committee to whom are referred several letters from M'' 
Dmuas, submit the following report: 

* lUs nport, in the writiiig of Jamee Madison, except the porticms in bncketB, wfaidi 
an in Jamea Duane's hand, and the last paragraph which is in Jamee Mitchell Vai> 
num'e hand, ia in the Paper* of At Continenlal Congrtti, No. 24, folioa 19 and 26. 

The foUoving, in the writing of John Uathewa, was postponed: 

That the United States in Congren aMembled oi^t to have and exercise dm^ 
thepro a w t w atin time of War the poverof making and executing mch Tawb and 
Ordinances aa ahall b]r them be deem'd neceneaiT efficiently to praeecute the war, 
which lam and Oidinancee shall be equally binding on all the States in this Union. 
It is therefore recommended by your Committee that Congress immediately apply to 
the Nvenl Btat«e, to pass laws, vesting in Congress such powers as will be necessaiy 
for the above purposes. 

It is in the Fapen of the Continenlal Qmgnu, No. 24, folio 27. 
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Beaolved, That it be an instruction to the Hon. John Ado caa Doctor 
Franklin, Minister Plenipotentiary of these United States at the Court 
of Versailles, to enquire into the merit and services of M' Dumas 
vho has been employed thro' him to transact business for these United 
States at the Hague, and the prospect of his future usefulness; and 
to make an addition to his yearly allowance or salary if he shall 
think it proper.' 

The committee op the letter, of 6 November, 1780, from 
the hon*" J. Jay; ana 

The committee on the letter, of 2S March, from the gov- 
ernor of the State of New York; delivered in their several 
reports. 

The Committee to whom was re-committed their Keport on the 
letter of 28 March last from the governour of the State of New York 
and other papers, submit the following report: 

That a letter be addressed to Oovemour Clinton informing him 
that Congress are sensible of the distresses and embarrassments of 
the State of New York in the present situation of afiFairs; and regret 
that the public finances do not admit of affording adequate relief. 

That Congress are fuUy satisfied necessity alone has induced the 
State of New York to adopt the measure of emitting paper money on 
their separate credit; that Congress have repeatedly expressed their 
sense against expedients of that kind; but considering the urgency 
of the case, and that the emission is so calculated as not to increase 
the quantity of bills of credit in circulation beyond the sum proposed 
by the resolutions of the IS''* of March 1780, they are unwilling to 
disapprove the conduct of the State of New York in that transaction. 

That as the Executive of the State of New York are convinced the 
biUs emitted in pursuance of the Act of that State of 27 March last 
can be paid out with equal advantage to the public and satisfaction 
to individuals in the discharge of debts and making of purchases, 
with those emitted pursuant to the Resolutions of 18 March 1780, 
they shall be received upon orders drawn for the Continental four 
tenths of the last mentioned bills, in such manner as to correspond 
with the request mentioned in the letter above mentioned. 

That their expectations of loans in Europe being in a great degree 
disappointed. Congress have it not in their power to advance the 

> TtuB report, in the writing ot Junes Dnuie, is in the Papen ef (A« ConUxunbd 
Congre»$, No. 10, II, folio 160. It is in the list of postponed reports in No. 31, folio 371. 
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bills of exchange requeated hj the State of New York, and therefore 
recommend that they rely on the means described in the act of their 
Legislature of October 1780 for paying the interest on the new 
bilk of credit. 

lliat Congress will give orders for transmitting bills to exchange at 
the end of Uie year the bills emitted pursuant to the resolutions of 
18 March 1780, or point out such mode as may render an exchange 
unnecessary. 

That as the period assigned for the circulation of the former con- 
tinental bills of credit has expired with the last month, it is expected 
every State, in which any of the said bills may still circulate, and 
who have not redeemed their proportion of them will take effectual 
measures to draw the same out of circulation immediately. 



debt s sa id to - be d ae te rite inhabitMit B of tft e S t a t e of Wow Yorht - bn t 

Tliat it is expected the Legislature of the State of New York, will 
use every possible means to discharge the debts s aid to bo due to the 
Inhabitants of that State, preferring in every case the more necessi- 
tous; and that all possible assistance will be given by Congress from 
Buch funds as are or may be, in their power.' 

Tbkasdbt Offiob May 1" 1781 

The Board of Treasury upon the letter of Mordecai Sheftall referred 
to them by Congress on the 27^ ult beg leave to report. 

That the pubhc or flag vessels being under the direction of the 
Board of War, and M' Sheftall having mentioned in his letter a 
money transaction between the Captf of the Flag and the American 
Commissary at Charlestown, of which only the Board of War have 
cognizance, they are of opinion it should be referred to that Board.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock oa Friday. 

FRIDAY, MAY 4, 1781 

A letter, of 28 April, from Major General the Marquis de la 
Iiayette; 

A letter, of 31 March, from Major General Greene, was 
read. 

) ^UB report, in Uie writiiig of Williun Ghuichill Houston, U in the Papen of On 
CoatineTUal Contnt$, No. 20, 1, 360. It Is in the lilt of postponed reports in No. 31, 
MioSn. 

■ lUi raport ia in the Papen qf Ihe OotUmerUal Cangrm, No. 186, T, folio 261. 
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A letter, of 18, and one, of 23 April, from the governor of 
Virpnia, were read. 

A letter, of this day, from J. Pierce, paymaster general, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A memorial of Samuel and Robert Purviance and others 
was read, with emidry papers enclosed ; 

Ordered, That the same be referred to [the] Bou^ of 
Admiralty. 

A letter, of 2, from the Board of War, was read, respecting 
the accounts of Captiun Adam Bitting, late of the 4 Pensyl- 
vania raiment:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order, the resolution of 4 January last notwithstanding. 

A letter, of 2, from the Board of War, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury, and 
that the Board take such measiu*es as they conceive proper 
for adjusting the accounts of Joseph Carson and others, 
owners of the sloop Carolina packet employed by the Board 
of War as a flag, and take order for the dischai^e of such 
reasonable sums as shall be found due from the United States. 

A letter, of 2, from Cha Pettit, assistant quartermaater 
general, was read, with sundry papers enclosed:' 

Ordered, That the report of the committee on the letter, 
of 13 April, from J. M. Scott, be re-committed, and that the 
letter .from Cha Pettit, with the papers enclosed, be referred 
to the said committee. 

On motion of Mr. [Abraham] Clark: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Joseph Borden, commis- 
moner of the continental loan office in the State of New 

1 I^iajetta'a letter ie In the Papen of (Ac Omluwntal CbnyrcM, No. 166, folio ISl; 
Oteene'B in in No. 156, II, folio 35; tbeTii^nift letter of April 1S"> \a in No. 71, n, 
folio 101; that of April 230 on folio 106; Pieroe'sletter ia in No. 165, folio 615; the 
Boud of Wu letter ie in No. 147, V, foUo 75. 

> Thia lett«T is in the Pa-pert t^ the Contmenttd Congrett, No. 147, V, folio 59. 

* Thia letter ia in the Papen qf the Continental Congrt—, No. 192, UAio 839-311. 
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Jersey, in favour of Joseph Carleton, paymaster of the 
Board of War and Ordnance, for five hundred dollars of the 
new emission, to be applied to the payment of James Byers, 
in part of the pay due to him from the United States on a 
contract formerly entered into by the Board of War, for 
which sum the paymaster of the Board of War and Ordnance 
is to be accountable/ 

The committee appointed to collect and cause to be pub- 
lished two hundred copies of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence, the articles of Confederation and perpetual union, &c., 
reported that they have performed that bueuness and that 
there is due to Francis Bailey for printii^ and binding the 
said two hundred copies the sum of sixty pounds, equal to 
one hundred and sixty dollars specie: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Boaxd of Treasury. 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Sullivan, seconded by 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. [George] 
Clymer, Mr. [Nicholaa] Van I^ke. 

Ordered, That Mr. [John] Witherspoon be added to the 
committee on the memorial of sundry officers late of the 
hospital stafF; 

And to the committee on the letter, of 30 March, from 
Colonel T. Pickerii^; in the room of Mr. [William Churchill] 
Houston, who is absent. 

The report (^.the committee, || consisting of Ab*. Duane, 
Mr. Ward, Mr. Bland, |1 on the letter of March 16, 1780, 
llfrom Dr. Franklin,i| and the memorial of Thomas Hutchins 
was taken into consideration; and Thereupon 

Hiat the said Captain Hutchina be appointed a Geographer to the 
army acting to the South, and that he repair to the H* Q^ of the eaid 
Am^ vith all oonvement speed, and put himself under the orders 
of the ComnL' of the said Arn^ for the time being. 

I This motion, nndated, in the writing ol Aix«luun Olaik, ia in the Paptn of the 
Cotttmental Cimgrai, No. 36, IV, folio 381. 
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Beaolved, That the pay and emoluments of the said Hutohings, be 
the same as thoee of Uie Qeographer to the Mortbem Main Army.* 

Resolved, That Thomas Hutchios be appointed geographer 
to the southern army, with the same pay and emoluments as 
are allowed to the geographer to the main army.' 

The report of the committee appointed to revise the rules 
for conducting business in the United States in Congress 
assembled, was taken into consideration; and. Thereupon, 

The Committee appointed to devise the Rules for conducting 
businesa in the United States in Congress assembled, beg leave to 
submit the following draft, viz. 

Rules for conducting business in the United States in Congress 
assembled.* 

The following rules were agreed to: 

1. Aa soon as e oTon a to i to fl ego mot the President nay 
nooumo assumes the chair, upon whiob the members shall 
take their seats. 

2. The minutes of the preceding day shall then be read, 
and after that the public letters, petitions and memorials, if 
any have been received or presented. 

31 Every letter, petition or memorial read, on which no 
order is moved, shall of course be considered as ord^ed to lie 
on the table, and may be taken up at any future time. 

4. After the pubUc dispatches, &c., the reports of com- 
nuttees which may have been delivered by them to the 
secretary during thot mornin g of the preceding day shall, 
for the information of the house, be read in the order in 
which they were deUvered, and, if it is judged proper, a day 
be assigned for couHdering them. 

6. After the public letters, &c., are read, and orders f^ven 
concerning them, the reports of the Board of Treasury mid 
of the Board of War, if any, shall be taken into consideration; 

ilUaiopott, inlbe vritingof TbeodorickBland, iiiiiUiei'ap«no/iA«Oml{n«tU(iI 
Cimyntt, No. 19, II, folio 3S9. 

* From thia point the entries in the TouidbI are by George Bond. 

* ^ese paragnpha are in the irriting ol Jameg Diune. 
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but none of those subjects for the detenniimtion of which 
the assent of nine states is reqxiisite shall be agitated or 
debated, except when nine states or more are assembled. 

ffh m - ft d e nb t- is MJB e d wh e th e p a ny m et don of quoBtion is of tho 
m a SB hw of thoo B foF - fe e dcitewnim i tiop of whi a h - in - di »« Bh i B ft ti ¥ft4be 
w ti o l w pf coaf e dowtion ■ roqiiiFO the PDo e pfr of hui b ptotoo, tho ¥otco 
and -aas eot of ninwatflto B nhnll always bo - aooc Bsa ty - to -fl olT ft4 h » fr 4e»btr 
a nd to dofconnino upon Bnch motiono of quo o tionfli ' 

6. When a report, which has been read and lies for con- 
sideration, is called for it shall immediately be taken up. If 
two or more are called for, the titles of the several reports 
shall be read, and then the PreEudent shall put the question 
beginning with the first called for, but there shall be no 
debate, and the votes of a majority of the states present shall 
determine which is to be taken up. 

7. An order of the day, when called for by a State shall 
always have the preference and shall not be postponed but 
by the votes of a majority of the United States in Congress 
ass^ubled. 

8. When a report is brought forward for consideration it 
shall first be read over and then debated by paragraphs and 
each paragraph shall be subject to amendments. If it relates 
only to one subject being in the nature of an ordiEiance it 
shall be subject to such additions as may be judged proper 
to render it compleat and then it shall be read over as it 
stands amended and a question taken upon the whole: But 
if it comprehends different subjects, independent one of 
another, in the form of distinct acts or resolutions a question 
shall be taken on each and finally ft < j p io s tioa on tho whole . 

0. Wo^motion shall bo - Foooiyod • unl eaB - it - b o • m ade-ef 
ee oonded by a Bta t Oi 

9. When any ordinance is introduced by report or other- 
wise, it shall be read a first time for the information of the 
house without debate. The Preadent shall then put the 

* Tlii* paiagiKph Is In Uie writLng of James Diune. 
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following question "Shall this ordinance be read a second 
time." If it passes in the ^Srmative then a time shall be 
appointed for that purpose when it shall be read and debated 
by paragraphs and when gone through, the question shall be 
"Shall this ordinance be read a third time"; if agreed to, 
and a time appointed, it shall be accordii^ly read by para- 
graphs, and if necessary debated, and when gone through 
the question shall be " Shall this ordinance pass ", if the 'vote 
is in the affirmative, a fair copy shall then be made out 
by the S oopotftryt oitbof on pojobment or papof and signed 
by the President and attested by the Secretary m Congress 
and recorded in the Secretary's office.^ 

10. When a motion is made and seconded it shall be 
repeated by the President or if ho or any othof mombop 
€le«H¥e being in writing it shall be delivered to the President 
in writin g and read aloud at the table before it shall be 
debated. 

11. Every motion shall be reduced to writing t md road at 
tho toblo bof oro it io dobotod if the President or any member 
require it. 

12. After a motion is repeated by the President or read 
at the table it shall then be in the possession of the house, 
but may at any time ' before decision, be withdrawn, m& 
tho oonoont of a majority of tho Btoto e prosont r 

13. No member shall speak more than twice in any one 
debate on tho oome day : ( - without loo r vo of tho honse, nor 
shall any member speak twice in a debate imtil every mem- 
ber, who chuses, shall have spoken once on the same. 

iS i BefoH ) an origin al motioa -fl b ft H - b e- brou g b t- befeye th e heu BO t it 
rfi riI"be - oatcrod in a booh to be h e p t- fe M h C' pmpooe a nd to li e ob th e 
t able fo^ tho iasp e otiop -e f ' th e- mem beiB t - wnd tii ft' t i Bro obftll b e-«e»- 
ti nnrii i i n ilnmnath Trh rn t hn m n t in n i n t o hn m urtni t hft t i th n m nin h n m 
mftyoonwpw i p i ffod - and - notbin g ^wybroHghfron h aa tily - <» - by -« u>pwB e i * 

* TtM pvtgiKph ia in ihe writing of Jolm Ibitlunra. 

* Heie Cbarlea Thomson iceumee the entries in the JottnaL. 

* lUs puagnpb ie in the writing of Juum Dmtne. 
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14. Whea a question is before the house and under debate, 
no motion shall be received unless for amending it, for the 
[»«vious question, or to postpone the consideration of the 
main question or to conunit it. 

15. No new motion or proposition shall be admitted under 
coloiu* of amendment as a substitute for the question or 
proposition imder debate until it is postponed or disagreed to. 

■ 16. Whon ft motioD - is Bi ft do - to -n m e nd - by - otrikmg ou6 'oortMP - wofd Br 
wbothoB - fop bhepaypo fl &of-infl&ptiogotboP ' WOFdsof iiot, ' tiho - fira&qQ ea 
tion B hftll bo * * -S hftlI the woFda - mov e d to ' bfr rt mok oub e t a ndj'' 

16. The previous question (which is always to be under- 
stood in this sense that the main question be not now put) 
shall only be admitted when in the judgment of two states 
at least, the subject moved is in its nature or from the circum- 
stances of time or place improper to.be debated or decided, 
and shall therefore preclude all amendments and farther 
debates on the subject, until it is decided. 

17. A motion for commitment shall also have preference 
and preclude all amendments and debates on the subject 
until it shall be decided. 

IS. On motions for the previous question fog oomm rt- 
^sg or for postponing no member shall speak more than once 
ffi tho ^ rt loftTo of the honoo . 

19. When any subject shall be deemed so important as to 
require mature discussion eg- 4eli 1» ef ft tioB before it be sub- 
mitted to the decision of the United States in Congress 
assembled, it shall be referred to the consideration of a grand 
committee conasting of one member present from each 
State, and in such case each State shall nominate its mem- 
ber. B ttt the United Btatoo in Congfooo a ooomblod aholt ja 
no ooflQ whfttovopbo fooetyod into a oommittop of the wholoi 
Every member may attend the debates of a grand com- 
mittee and for that ptupose the time and place of its meeting 
shall be fixed by the United States in Congress assembled. 
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20. The statea shall ballot for small committees, but if 
upon counting the ballots, the number required shall not be 
elected by a majority of the United States in Congress 
assembled, the President shall name the members who have 
been balloted for, and the house shall by a vote or votes 
determine the committee. 

21. If a question under debate contains several points any 
member may have it divided. 

22. When a question is about to be put, it shall be in the 
power of any one of the states to postpone the determination 
thereof until the next day, and in such case, unless it shall 
be further postponed by ord^ of the house the question shall, 
the next day immediately after reading the public dispatches, 
&c. and before the house go upon other business, be put 
without any debate, provided there be a sufficient number 
of states present to determine it; if that should not be the 
ca£e, it shall be put without debate as soon as a sufficient 
number shall have assembled. 

23. If any member chuse to have the yeas and nays taken 
upon any question, he shall move for the same previous to 
the President's putting the question and in such case every 
member present shall openly and without debate declare by 
ay or no his assent or dissent to the question. 

84=— When on owiinnnee nob of WBolii t ioH is intwducod wibh ft - pw - 
a mbloi -tbe - opdinnnflo, aot or roaoIutioD ^i hnll - b e fii B l^dob a tod, t axi 
> ft i ei *- ib"io pftOGod, the pFoomble if - judfod -' ne a oooftry Bhall - bo adaptod 
tho f o te i But if the ppoomblo B tato fr somiy m a ttog o^ thin y-aa foot -t o 
w bioh t b e - b e ufle - do not agpoo by genofftl e onaenl i j and tbe ofdiB ^wey 
ac t - oi ^ ro g olu ti ion ' is gpomided - fehofoon^ tbo pronmblo - a hQJI - b i > with - 
dwwDOf the f ft ot ' PceoWod on as it uppoaw to tfao hooso proyiou a to 
a ny deb a t e on tbo ordinanoo not op roaolutioni a nd if tfae - faot s haH -BOt 
bo ootobliflhed to tbo OfttiBfae t ion-o ^ a majority of tho Unitod S t at o fl in 
Con g ro fl a - aaBe mblod^ - tbO ' opdinanoe, act ' ot - ro fl olution -fl holl - f ril-^ 



24. Every member when he chuses to speak shall lise and 
address the President. When two members chance to rise 
at the same time, the Pr^ident shall name the person who 
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is to apeak first. Ev^y member both in debate, and while 
the states are assembled shall conduct himself with the 
utmost decency and decorum. If any member shall trans- 
gress, the President shall call to order. In case the disorder 
be continued or repeated the President may name the person 
transgressing. Any member may call to order. 

25. When a member is called to order, he shall imme- 
diately sit down. If he has been named as a transgressor, 
his conduct shall be enquired into and he shall be liable to a 
censure. 

26. When a question of ord^* is moved, the President if 
he is in doubt may call for the judgment of the house, other- 
wise he shall in the first instance give a decision, and an 
appeal shall lie to the house, but there shall be no debate on 
questions of order, except that a member called to order for 
irregular or unbecoming conduct or for improper expressions 
may be allowed to explain. 

27. A motion to adjoimi may be made at any time and 
shall always be in order, and the question thereon shall 
always be put without any debate.' 

S Oi -J fo - BMMibop e h a ll lc ft ¥0 Congroa B wiUiout popuiiiwion of Coa - 
gH MB op - of bi B ooDfl t ifeuen te f 

8 1i No ■ mombof ^ hftll - roftd ikD y- printod pftpoP"in - t i ho houBO duping 



28. On every Monday after reading and taking order on 
the pubhc dispatches a committee of three shall be appointed, 
who shall every morning during the week report to Congress 
the orders necessary to be made on such dispatches as may 
be received during the adjournment or sitting of Congress, 
upon which no orders shall have been made. 

Th a memboPB of a u e h Comnii t toe Dol i- to - bo - eIigibl(Wi -# «ioopd - tain e 
a D tH t -« H '-t b ft' O t hop - in e inb e P S b ft T< » «)Pved. 

8B . The hftbib ot ~e, nMHubop - of - Congpo sB - in fubupo shall bo n pl a in 
pufpio gown with open ■s iooyca, pl a ited nt the bond of - tho ohil — Asd 
A rt D O- mMnbop b e-* Ho w ed t o a i t in Congpofl a' without a uah-hftbi t . 
> From this point the report is in John Hkthews'B hand. 
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88 i - Tb e- gMaBb e i B of o » oh s to t o ahftU ' ai t togeth e p - jn CongFO BBrfef 
&a ' mo pe Fe a dy - eonf efe no e wUJi o a ob oUio f on my quc a tion a bout to 
b e trt e n -t h rt tb e- bea s e aMgh t- a et b e diataybod by the momb e i B-Baey- 
parfnaud iB g- f HMD ooo poft to B nothop - to ooofop - OB tfao ¥oli e to be 
^v«B3 — Thafr - foF ' th e b e l i toi ^^ )bfleyyiiiio» - of • ofAor, - 'Si tm 
HMnp fl hiFo -a hall -fl i t- oP ' tbe l e f t hand - a fr th e - Pwi B idont ^ md - op - o ¥ M y 
queation bo fiw t' qa lled, ' M>d ea oh p t n te from thwt e o to Oe a Fgi a § hall 
take thoif a c a te in tb fr o f d e rth afc t hoi>flti>to fra w» » tu a tod to o a oh othei v 
yhosi e leg at c fr ef -t ho - F e flpeo t iyo a t a tc fl to a it in thoi p opd a y - of a oniorily i* 

A report from the Board of Treaaury was read: Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [WiUiam] Siiarpe, 
a delegate for the State of North Carolina, a warrant issue 
on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the coatinental loan 
office for the State of Pensylvania, for three hundred dollars 
new emission, for which the State of North Carolina is to be 
accoimtable.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, MAY 7, 1781 

A letter, of 1, from General Washington, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 17 April, bam the president of New Han^ 
shire, was read.* 

A letter, of March 12, from R. Harrison, was read, with 
invoice and bills of lading for sundry cloathing arrived at 
Boston: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 26 April, from J. Deshon, one of the navy 
board, eastern department, was read, desiring leave to 



> Thia leport, in the writing of Cbarlee Thomson except as otherwise indicated, k 
in the Paper* (^ the Contmmtai Congrai, No. 23, folios S4-66. 
■ This report is in the Paper* of &e CotHinmtal Cangnu, No. 136, V, folio 29L 

* ThiB letter is in the Paper* of Ae ContinetOal Congrat, No. 162, X, folto 93. 

* This letter is in the Paper* of tht Continental Corbet*, No. 64, (olio 188. 

* This letter is in the Pa;<n<jiriA< Con^nental Congrat, No. 78, VII, folio 383. 
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Ordered, That his res^nation be accepted. 
A letter, of 5, from the Board of Admiralty, was read: ' 
Ordered, That a committee for the week be appointed: 
The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. ^aniel] Carroll, 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamimi. 

A letter, of 5th, from the Board of War, was read, enclosing 
a letter, of 25 April, from Major General Baron Steuben.' 
A report of the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, conmiis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Feusyl- 
vania, in favour of the commissary general of purchases, for 
one thousand dollars in bills of the new emission, to enable 
him to purchase sundry articles for the table of the Com- 
mander in Chief, for which the said commissary general is 
to be accountable.* 
A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon, 
Ord^ed, That on the application of Mr. [John] Mathews, 
one of the del^ates for the State of South Carolina, a warrant 
issue in his favoiu* on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the 
continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for five 
hundred dollars of the new emisuon; and on the application 
of Mr. Nicholas Eveleigh, another of the delegates for the 
State of South Carolina, a warrant issue in his favour on 
Thomas Smith, commissioner aforesaid, for three hundred 
dollars of new emission, for both which sums the State of 
South Carolina is to be accountable. 

The Boud hare cotmdered the ApplicationB of Joseph Howel and 
W" Oeddis for adTances upon Salaiy, and having found that partial 
Faymenta to IndiTJdual Officers of the Civil Lost ore injurious and 
unjust, and produce discontents, they therefore beg leave to report 

Revived, That the Board of Treasury be and they are 
hereby empowered and directed to take order for the payment 
of such of the respective balances due to the officers of the 
civil list as remain unpaid. 

< This letter is in the Papen of the Contmental Congrat, No. 37, folio 411. 
■ Thii l«ttei ia in the Papen of the CorUinenUU Congrett, No. 148, 1, folio 36S. 
'Tbianptyttiam Hie Paper* of the Contmmtal Congrttt, No. 147, V, folio 87. 
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The Board represent to Congress, that hy thdr Report dated tho 
4''' of Sep' 17S0 respecting Specie Certificatee a Blank for the time 
of Payment waa left in the Copy to be filled up by Congress — the 
Report of the Board waa accepted but the Blank not filled up, this 
becomes neceesary before th^ can issue. The Board beg leave to 
suggest to Congress that at present it spears, few of the Certificates, 
if any will issue but for Balances of accounts liquidated in spede 
Value, and it may reascoubly be expected that iinleea there be at 
least an Engagement to pay at a short date, say twelve Months from 
the date of the Certificate for Balances of accounts or other aimilar 
Claims Tety few if any will be accepted even in that way. 

The Boud also beg leave to lay before the United States in Congress 
assembled for Uieir Consideration a Letter received 
from Nathaniel Appleton Commissioner of the Conti* 
Dental Loan Office for the State of Massachusetts dated the XO of 
^ril last and in CompUance with the Order of Congress of the nintii 
February last, the Board herewith transmit a general State of the 
Taxes as reported by the Aud^ General.' 

Ordered, That the specie certificates to be isEiued for the 
balance of accounts liquidated in specie value, pursuant to 
the resolution of 26 day of April last, be made payable in 
one year from the time of issuing the same. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Duane, in behalf of the com- 
mittee on the letter, of November 6, from the honorable 
J, Jay: 

Ordered, That Thiu^ay next be assigned for electing a 
consul to reside in Spain. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.* 

' Tbii repent is in the Pap«rfo/(A« CfmUneiOid Con^ntt, No. 136, V, folio 203. 

* Tho following motion iraa made this day and withdrawn as the indoraement ahows: 

Beeolved that the Gnnd Committee eoMMtiag of obo momboF p wt ml bo s a — oh 
•Mft be appointed to tale into cooadentiDn the state of Americ&n aSaira and to 
devise ways and means lor proeeculing the war with vigor and success. 

It is in the writing of John BuUivan, and is in thePaptritiftJie Continmtal Ctmgnn, 
No. 36, 1, folio 177. 

The following motion, made by Thaodorick Bland and in his writing, wu >lai> 
submitted. It Is in the Foper* of the Ccntmental Crnigrtu, No. 36, I, folio 181; 
Raolvtd, that no more paper money shall issue under the authority of CongiGH boia 
the Treasury or the respective Loan Offlcea bom and after the day of 
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TUESDAY. HAY 8, 1781 

The committee of the week reported that they have exam- 
ined the pubUc dispatches and considered the orders neces- 
sary to be made thereon; Whereupon, 

Hie Committee on the Public Dispatcbee, Report. 

Kf 1. Memorial from 'i&eea^. Montluisant requesting to be employed 
in the American Army. 

Ordered, TheX he be informed Cougiees cannot comply with hia 
request. 

X? 2. A letter from C. QrifBn, requesting the sum of 1200 dollars 
on aoc! of his salary. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to take order. 

N? 3. A Letter from W' Story Clerk to Navy Board at Boston 
requesting an augmentation of pay for past services, and an addi- 
tional allowance for future. 

Ordered, Tbat it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. And that 
&ey report their opinion on the necessity of a further continuance of 
that board, and also the navy Board at Philadelphia. 

Xi 4. A Letter from John Boreman Depti Paymaster at Fort Pitt, 
requesting money to pay the troops at that post. 

Ordered, Tbat it be referred to the Paymaster. 

Xf 5. A Letter from Ann Roberts Executrix of Robert Jewel, late 
Keeper of the United States Goat, Demanding payment of money 
due to the said Jewel with an accf inclosed. 

Ordered, ITiat it be referred to the Board of Treasury to take order. 

Nt 6. A memorial from Raohael Farmer requesting the aid of 
Congress for keeping a house of entertainment in this City. Tbat the 
members would assist her in her undertakiug and promising to give 
satisfaction to all who will employ her.' 

Ordered, That it lay on the table. 

X? 7. A Letter from Joseph Eaker, Surg? Mate in Oen' Hospital 
Demanding payment of his acc< inclosed. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Medical Comm. 

Kf 8. A Petition from Pn Peres late Surg? of the German Battalion 
requesting 18 months pay due him. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Medic a l - Conmiittee Board of 
War. 

' lUchael Farmer's memorul u in the Paper* of iJu Conti-Mnial Congreu, No. 41 
UI, folio 2U. 
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Nt 9. A Letter from the B«t1 Mi B<^era, Chapl! to the Pflnnsyl' 
vania line, requesting the dispute between him and Mi Mdiurdie to 
be immediately settled, hIbo an advance of pay. 

Ordtred, That tlu repcH^ of t^e Board of War on this subjeci be 
considered. 

Nf 10. A Letter from Ck)li Dericks requesting the depreciation of 
his pay to be immediately settled and paid him, that he might be 
enabled to return to Holland. Also that he might be allowed to draw 
his half pay during his absraice from America. 

OrdtT^, lliat it be referred to a special Com!^. 

Nf 11. Petition from Tho! Bar, late Capt Lieut, of Artillery request- 
ing an advance of pay. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take ordort the 

N? 12. A Letter from Gam) Fainter Capt of Artificiers in CoH Bald- 
wins K^! requesting an explanation of the resolve of the 2S^ Ult" 
Whether by it was intended they should be entitled to the same 
emoluments ss of&cers in the line of the Army. 

Ordertd, That it be referred to a special ComM, 

N? 13. A Letter from De Rochefermoy, requesting to be employed 
in the American Army. 

Ordered, That he be informed his request cannot be complied with. 

N? 14. A Letter from Pontcamer, Caron, Catulippe, and Marair 
four Volunteers on board the Arid requesting to be paid what is due 
them. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

N? 15. A Letter from Deluerize at Port au Prince, Informing that 
he has smt a vessel here to be loaded with provisions, requeetiog 
permission for that purpose. 

No order necessary.^ 

Ordered, That Messrs. Montluisant and de Rochefenuoy 
be infonned that their request to be employed in the service 
of the United States cannot be complied with; 

That the letto- from Mr. C. Griffin and Ann Roberts, 
executrix of R. Jewell, be referred to the Board of Treasury 
to take order;' 

> Thu report, in the writing of loba ihthews, is ia Uis Paptn <^ the Oontmmaal 
CoTifrtu, No. 32, folio 156. 

■ De UtHitluiautt's tettet <A itty 3 b in the Paptn o/ tht ConHMntal Can^e**, No. 
7S, XVI, folio 183, and his memorial on lolio 187; de Rochetenaoy*B letter ia in 
No. 78, XIX, 359; Ana Roberts' letter ii in No. 78, XIX, folio 366. 
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That the memorial of William Storey, clerk to the navy 
board, eastern department, be refored to the Board of 
Admiralty to report their opinion on the necessity of a 
further continuance of the navy boards in the eastwn and 
middle departments; 

That the application of John Boreman be iransmitted to 
the paymaster genial; 

That the letter and accounts of Joseph Eaker be rdeired 
to the Medical Ck)nmiittee; * 

That the petitions of P. Feres and Lieutenant Bar be 
referred to the Board of War; * 

That the letter from Lieutenant Colonel Derricks and the 
letter from Gam' Painter be referred to a committee of three : * 

The members, Mr. [Artemas] Ward, Mr. [Samuel John] 
Atlee, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Sullivan, seconded by }&x. fWiI- 
liam] Sharpe: 

CMered, That a committee of five be appointed to devise 
further ways and means to de&ay the expences of the an^ n i in g 
campaign and what brther measures may be adopted for the 
better r^^tion of the public finances: 

The members, Mr. [John] Witherapoon, Mr, [John] Sullivan, 
Mr. M[eriwethe]^] Smith, Mr. [George] Clymer, Mr. [l^mas] 
Rodney.* 

A report from the Board of War, on the memorial of the 
Rev. Mr. Refers, was taken into consideration; and, There- 
upon, 

BeacAved, That t^e Commander in Chief be, and he is 
hereby, authorised and directed to arrange the brigade chap- 
lains of the several State lines serving with the army, and the 

> This lettv, iaXeA kpA 34, 1781, ii in the P*f«rt of &t CMvwntal Oeitgmt, Na. 
IS, II, ftdio 193. 

* F«ni's pelitum, dated April 19, 1781, ia In tlie Papm ef A§ ConHnmUd Congrtu, 
No. 147, V, folio 129; Ban's patHion ia on loUo 117. 

■ Dblka'a latter fa in the ft^crt ^tb OMOtiunlel Congnm, No. 7S, VU, foUo 381. 

* llieae paragnplu, beginning with the motion ol Ui. Sul'ivaii, an alio enterad in 
the jmnnecript Secrat (Domeetlc) JonnuJ. 
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commanding general of the southern army those of the line 
serving with that army; so aa to retain in service no more 
chaplains of each line than are equal to the number of 
bri^ides: 

That every chaplain deemed and certified to the Board of 
War to be supernumerary, be no longer continued in service, 
and be entitled to oil the bonofita enjoyed by offi e oro quit- 
ting tho Qopyioo by Tirtuo of the p ogolo r tion e of CongfO fls 
on that Bnbjoot to have their depreciation made good, and 
to the half-pay of captains for life.' 

A letter, of May 1st, from E. Blaine, commissary general, 
enclosing an estimate of money due to his assistants and 
deputies, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. T[homas] Smith, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, 
Mr. [Isaac] Motte. 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read, 
respecting some Indians of the Catawba tribe, now in Phila- 
delphia: 

OnJered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

The Tep<H^ of the Board of War on the letter, of Ist, from 
the Commander in Chief, was read; Whereupon, 

At a Board of Wab, May 8^ 1781. 
Present, Mr Fetors 

Col" OrayBOD 
The Board haTing taken into consideration that part of General 
Washington's letter of the 1" Instant Referred to them by Congress, 
which relates to the extra Expence to which the Commandant at 
West Point ia subjected^ beg leave to Report, 

B^olved, That the commanding general at West point 
for the time being receive the extra allowance granted by 

■ Thii report Is in the Papen of Ou ConlinmtaX Cottgnu, No. 147, V, folio 96. 
* Thia letter ia in the Papen of the Coniinenlal Congrtu, No. 165, folio 401. 
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Congress to an officer commanding a seperate department 
until the farther order of Congress/ 

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

Wab Office May 4. 1781 
So, 

The BoumI have the honour to lay before Congress estimates for the 
pay of the western troops, and also for a sum necessary to enable 
Capl Craig to take a number of artificers from Carlisle. We enclose 
Iett«rs from the Faymaato: General ' and the Deputy Paymaster 
General for that depu'tment; which sufficiently shew the urgency 
of the busineBS. We therefore request Congress will be pleased to 
direct measures for procuring the money without which the western 
troops will not only be extremely uneasy but those both of infantry 
and artillery going with General Clarke, will in our opinion absolutely 
refuse to march.* 

Ordered, That the Board of War take order by draughts 
on the paymaster general to the amount of nineteen thousand 
and twenty-four dollars new emissions for the pay of the 
western troops and to enable Captain Craig to take a number 
of artificers from Carlisle. 

A report from the Board of Admiralty was read; Where- 
upon, 

Aduibaltt Office, Jfoy 5", 1781. 

The Board beg leave to Report, that the case of the Brigantine 
Qovemor JoknaUm referred to in the memorial of Samuel and Robert 
Fuiriance, David Stewart and Daniel Bowley of Baltimore, was 
entirely a commercial transaction, and originated with the Commer- 
cial Committee, therefore submit the following order to the Honor- 
able the United States in Congress assembled: 

Ordered, That the memorial of S. and R. Purviance, David 
Ste^rart and D. Bowley, which was referred to the Board of 
Admiralty, be referred to the Committee of Comm^xse.' 

■ This report is in Uia Paper* qfOi* Continental Ccmgnu, No. 147, V, folio 103. 

■ This report is in the Fapen q/'tA« OorOmental Caaqrtu, No. 147, V, folio 107. 
*Thisi«p<^isiii thePoptrxirtb CcmtHMOiiai Omfntt, No. S7, lolio 459. 
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A report from tbe Board of Wax was read; Wh»«upoa, 
At a Boabd or Wab May 7. 1781 

Present Mi Petem 

Col. GraTBon 

It appearing by the papers produced bj Louis Daniel Martin Esqr 
late a Capi in the 5*^ Kegi of South Carolina Continentals that he was 
dismissed the service as a supernumerary officer and entitled to one 
year's pay under the resolution of Congress made on that subject, 
and as the pay in the old money is now of so little Talue, it is pre- 
sumed that Congress will be pleased to order, 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warraat oa the 
paymaster general for four hundred and eighty dollars in 
bills of the new emission for one year's pay, in favour of 
Louis Daniel Martin, late a captain in the 5 South Carolina 
regiment, who retired as a supemimierary, the Ist April, 
1780.* 

On motion of Ihfr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded by [Mr. 
John] ^therepoon: 

Resolved, That the State of Connecticut be requested to 
use e^^ry possible exertion to remount Colonel Sheldon's 
regiment and to equip them with such accoutrements as they 
can furnish them with to enable them to take the field. 

Bc e olTod tfft tho - Bo w d of ' W a F t a h e oi ' de y in fuwu B hing Col i-Sbel- 
don g Be g < with s uch olo a thing a a mny - bo - due to the H »i d-B^t in ordw * 
to e quip them for the ensuing Oimpoi g n - with a ll po sa ibt e- oirpeditioni ' 

A letter, of 20 April, from Mons. Destouches, commands 
of the squadron of his Most Christian Majesty at Rhode 
Island, was read.* 

The President informed the house that he was under a 
necessity to return home and therefore desired leave of 
absence; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Thursday next be assigned for electing a 
President. 

' This leport is in the Papert of the OmtmerUat Oongra*, No. 147, V, folio 07. 
* Tbig motion, in the writing ol Theodorick BUnd, is in the Paptrt oftkt Continmfal 
Congrtu, No. 3S, I, folio 183. 
■ Thia letter ia in the Paptn <(f At OmUftMial Congrtu, No. 78, Til, folio 370. 
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Tbe Committee of Commerce delivered in a report- 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. ' 

WEDNESDAY, HAY g, 1781 

The committee of the week reported on a memorial of John 
Henderson, on behalf of O. Pollock; Whereupon,' 

The Conunittee on the public diBpatches, Report. 

N' 1. A memorial from Jtrfm Hendereon in behalf of Oliver Pollock 
Agent for the United States at New Orieans, requesting the sum of 
92000 in specie, or an equivalent in the currency of these States, to 
be paid him out of monies due to the said Oliver Pollock. 

Ordered, That the consideration of the said memorial be 
postponed.' 

The committee on the letter, of 20th December, from 
General Washington, deli^rered in a report. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, MAY 10, 1781 

A memorial of the honraable the minister of France waa 
read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

The committee on Uie letter, of May 8, from Gam' Painter; 

The committee on the memcffial of Udney Hay; and 

Hie committee to whom wu refeired the coonderation of the 
memorial of Udney Hay report that the said memorial be referred 
to the Commander in Chief with instructions to appoint a board of 

'An undated motion, in the writfi^ of John Hathews, appean to belong to tbli date 
It is hi the Faptn of Ott CoTOmaOal Congreu, No. 36, IV, folio 605, and is u follows : 

Rtiolvtd, TbaX the public dupatchee (except euch as the Frwddent shall detennlne 
will demand the immediate attention ot Congices), tbe raporta of the Board of War 
and Treasury, and all other reports be poetponed ontil Congrees shall have flnaOy 
detennined on the report of the Committee on Ways and Means. 

* Thia msmcnial is in the Papert of the CoaHnitUai Cottgrait, No. 41, IV, folio 181. 
■ This report, in the writing of J(dm Mathem, is in the Paptn of tht Qmtmmtal 

Congnti. No. 82, folio 153. 

* A tnuQslation of this memorial, in the writing irf Charles ThoBaon, ia in the Papwt 
of Uie Contmmtal Cotignu, No. 37, folio 463. Another translation ia printed in the 
DipIomiiCje Oorrespoitdmcs of tht ^nwrieon Btooluiion CWbartcm], IV, 40S. 



d by Google 



492 Journals of Congress 

goaoml officers to Cronsider and detemune upon the said memori&l 
and make report to Congress.* 

The committee of the week on a letter, of 25 April, £rom 
M. Arbuthnot, on board the Royal Oak, off New York, deliv- 
ered in their several reporte; Whereupon, 

The Committee on the public Depatches Report 

A letter from Adm! Arbuthnot compluning of the ill treatment of 
the British prisoners in the new Goal in Philadelptiia. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty to take 
order.* 

Ordered, That the letter from Gam' Painter be referred to 
the Board of War; 

That the memorial of TJdney Hay be referred to the Com- 
mander in Chief, with instructiona to appoint a board of 
officers to conader and determine upon the said memorial 
and make report to Congress; 

That the letter &om M. Arbuthnot be referred to the Board 
of Admiralty. 

The Committee of Commerce delivered in a report; WhCTe- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, for two hundred dollars new emission, in favour of the 
Committee of Commerce, to enable them to make a payment 
to George Redhead, who is employed by them to adjust the 
accounts of the form^ commerciaJ committees, for which 
sum the conmiittee is to be accountable.' 

Resolved, That the order of the day for electing a Pre»dent 
be postponed. 

A letter, of 8, from the governor of South Carolina, was 
read:* 

> This report, undfttod, in the writiiig of Artamu Ward, is in the Paptn c/ tht 
Continental Congreu, No. 10, lit, lolio 131. 

' This report, in the writ^ o( John HftthewB, is in ttie Faptn qf At Oontinmtat 
Cangnu, No. 32, folio 426. 

* This report is in the Paper* of At Continental Oongreu, No. 31, blio 211. 

*Thia latter ia in the i>ap«r>Y As Cbntuwnlai Congrttt, Na. 72, folio SS4. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mir. [Thomas] Bee, &&. [Daniel] Carroll, 
Mr. [Richard] Howly. 

The Medical Committee, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Doctor \^lliam Bamet, delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, 

The Medical Committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
Doctor William Bamet, beg leave to report, 

That .by a certificate from I> Thomas Bond JuiF, purveyor of the 
hoBpital, herewith delivered, it appears that Df William Bamet in the 
Month of April 1776 furnished the first Jersey raiment, and the 
general hospital with sundry medicines amounting at that time to 
£148, 17. and also in the month of June 1780 witii medicines to the 
amount of £3, 15. 0. making in the whole £152:12. 

That ]> Bsmet is willing to accept a Loan office certificate for the 
balance due to him, provided he is allowed interest for the same from 
the time he supplied the medicines ; which interest at 6 pr. ct: on the 
amount of the supplies furnished in April 1776, being five years, 
amoTUits to £44. 12. 11 this added to the principal will make the sum 
due at this time £197. 4. llequalto525|| doUars. Upon which the 
following resolution is submitted: 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury cause a loan ofiSce 
certificate to be issued to Doctor William Bamet, Jim', for 
five hundred and twenty-five dollars and eighty-nine-nine- 
tieths specie value, in full of his account for medicines fui^ 
nished the first Jersey r^ment and general hospital at 
different times.' 

Motion was made by Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by 
Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, for drawing warrants in favour of the 
paymaster general on the loan of5cers of the States of Dela- 
ware, Maryland and Virginia, to enable him to pay the lines 
of the said States respectively part of the arrears due to them : 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Daniel] Car- 
roll, Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke. 

■ Thia Import ia ia the Papat (^ lie Omtineiaat Oongrai, No. 19, 1, folio 469. 
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A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Wab Oftiob May 9, 1781 

The Board find on oasxwtNxag with i&. Fierce tiie Paymaster 
General that any warrant drawn on him for tiie western troops will 
have no operation for want of money and therefore we submit to 
Congress the propriety of directing, 

Ordered^ That Thomas Smith, commissioner of the conti- 
nental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, pay on account 
of the warrants drawn upon him m favour of the paymaster 
general twenty-five thousand dollars in bills of the new 
emissions, in preference to all other warrants not specially 
directed; 

Of this sum nineteen thousand and tweuty-four dollare are appro- 
priated for the western army and the rest is pressingly requisite to 
pay a ntmiber of prisoneis aiul others whose caaes are extremely 
distressing. 

And whereas, part of the western anoy is composed of troops from 
the State of Virginia and prorisiou was made for payment of theee 
troops by warrants drawn on the Southern States, Ordered, 

That all the money paid to the Virginia troops at Fort 
Pitt, out of the sums received from the commissioner of the 
loan office for the State of Pensylvania, be replaced out of 
the sums he may receive from the oommisuoner of the loan 
office for the State of Vii^inia.' 

A letter, of 9, and a report from the Board of War on the 
memorial of Lieutenant Bar, w^re read. 

Wab Omm, Uaiy 9. 1781 
Sib, 

The Board hare been honored with a leference from Congress of 
the memorial of Capt: Barr. This Gentleman repreeents that he 
was left out of the arrai^ement by mistake, and that he never con- 
sented to retire, which he can verify if he had an opportunity of 
going to headquarters, which from hla want of money he cannot 
accomplish. We think his case a very hard one, as are also the casas 
of all the gentlemen who have retired. But we cannot undertake 

> ThuiepoituuithaPap<riq/'tA« CbnttMnloI Conuni, No. 147, V, foIi»12I,122. 
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to reoommend a Tarrant in hia faror unless Congnes will givo ua 
authoritj to draw warranta in favor of all the retiring officers in 
part of their pay. If Congress can distinguish between his situation 
and that of other retiring officers, or if they will please to direct war- 
rants for three months pay to be drawn in favor of all the retiring 
officers, we shall be happy to comply with their directiona.* 

The committee to whom was referred the motion of l&t. 
. M[eriwether] Smith delivered in a report, which was read, 
and, a question being taken on the first paragraph, passed in 
the n^ative; whereupon the report was set aside. 

The Committee to whom was referred the motion of M' M. Smith 

Report, 

'Wlkereas the period assigned for bringing in and destroying the 
Bills of credit, emitted prior to the ISA of March 1781, has expired 
with the month of April last 

Bes(Av€d, that from and after the first day of July next, the said 
Bills be not received in discharge of any tax, debt or contract, or 
be current in any of the United States. 

But inasmuch, as some of the States have been prevented by the 
operations of the War from passing acts agreeably to the recom- 
mendations of Coi^ress of the ISA of March, and therefore the 
quotas of the said States, remain unredeemed, 

Reaolved, that a Further time of three months from the said first of 
July, be allowed to the inhabitants of the said States, to bring in and 
exdiange their quota of the said Bills at such place as their Del^ates 
in Congress may ^point for that purpoee. 

That the term of one year from the said first day of July be allowed 
to such persons either of the States last above mentioned, or others 
who may be in the power of the Enemy, or absent on or beyond seas, 
to exchange any of the said Bills wtu(^ may be in their possession at 
any place appointed as aforesaid, so that tiie whole of the said Bills 
may be redeemed and canceUed. 

The Committee b^ leave for further time to consider of and report 
on the other several matters referred to them.* 

1 This nport is In tIi«P(ip<r* <)/'(&« OtmtiiUTUal ConptM, No. 147, V, folio 113. It 
WM ordered to lie on the table, aa the indonemant shows. 

* This report, in the miting of Daniel Cairoll, is in the Papen ef tht CotakuiOid 
Oongnn, No. 26, fotio 267. 
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The committee on the motion of Mr. [James] Madison 
respecting the Court of Appeals reported an ordinance, which 
was read a first time : 

Ordered, That it be read a second time to Morrow. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, HAY ii. 1781 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of S, from 
the governs of South Carolina, delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, 

The Committee to vhom GoTemor Batledge's letter of the 8 
IcstaDt, to the DeU^ates of So. Carolina 

Report, 

That having considered the same, th^ b^ leave to recommend the 
following Resolution 

Resolved, That Bills of exohange upon the Ifinisters of these United 
States in France which hare been drawn in favor of Joseph Clay Pay 
Master to the Southern army, to the amount of Eighteen Thousand 
DollatB, be employed for the purpose of procuring cloathing and other 
necessaries for the Militia in actual service belonging to the States of 
South Carolina and Geoigia, two thirds to be delivered to the Gov- 
ernor and charged to the State of South Carolina, and the other third 
to the Del^ates of Geoigia, and charged to that State, for which the 
said States respectively are to be accountable.* 

Ordered, That Joseph Clay, paymaster to the southern 
army, deliver to the order of his Excellency, John Rutledge, 
governor of the State of South Carolina, of the bUls of 
exchange put into his hands, drawn upon the minister of 
these United States at the Court of Fnmce, to the amount of 
twolvo sixty thousand livres toumois to be employed for the 
purpose of procuring cloathing and other necessaries for the 
militia in actual service belonging to that State; and that he 
deliver of the bills aforesaid to the order of the del^ates in 
Congress from the State of Geoi^ to the amount of thirty 
thousand livres toumois, to be employed for the purpose of 

> Thia npor^ in tlie writing (rf Thcmua Bee, ia in th« Pt^MTf 4!^ tfte Oimttmntol Oim- 
gnu. No. 20, II, foUo 403. 
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prociiring cloatbiog and other necessaiy Bupplies for the mili- 
tia in actual service belonging to the said State of Georgia, 
for which sums the said States respectively are to be account- 
able, at the rate of five livres toumois for a dollar specie. 

On motion of the delegates for South Carolina, 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury accept two bills 
drawn by Brigadier General Moultrie for supplies to the 
garrison of Charlestown previous to the surrender, one in 
favour of William Egan for twenty-four thousand and thirty- 
two dollars, and the other in favour of David Oliphant for 
fifteen thousand five hundred dollars, amounting in the 
whole to thirty-nine thousand five hundred and thirty-two 
dollars continental currency to be paid agreeably to the 
resolution of the 23 March and 17 Ai^ust, 1780, respecting 
bills drawn by Major General Lincoln. 

According to order, the ordinance respecting the Court of 
Appeals was read a second time and debated by paragraphs: 

Ordavd, That it be read a third time on Monday next. 

The report of the committee on the letter, of 6 November, 
from the hoa^' J. Jay, was again taken into consideration: 

Ordered, That the paragraph relative to the 74 gun ship 
building at Portsmouth be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

The report of the committee on. the letters and papers from 
Baron d'Arendt was taken into consideration: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the lett^, 
of 10 December, from General Washir^ton: 

Ordered, That the grand committee meet to Morrow at 
10 o'clock. 

Thbaburt Office MayS^f, 1781 

The Board of Treasury have considered the letters from Col, Fettit 
AssistaDt QuartennaBter General dated the 2&f> and 27^ ultimo rela- 
tive to supplies of money wanted for the Quarter Master's I>epart- 
ment in the States of New Jers^ and Fennsylyania and have it not 
in their power to comply with his demands ; therefore submit them 
to the consideration of the United States in Congress assembled. 
"Hha Board also enclose for the consideration cA Congress a letter from 
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Samuel Patterson, loan officer for the 3tate of Delaware dated the 
28'" ultimo.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock oa Monday. 



MONDAY, MAY 14. 1781 

Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer, a delegate for Mary- 
land, attended and took his seat. 

Mr. [Samuel] Livermore, a delegate for New Hampshire, 
attended and produced the credentials of his appointment, 
which were read, as follows: 

State of New)_ _ ,, _ ,„...,■„, 

„ ^ . }In Coimcil January 18* 1781 
Hampshire ) 

Whbsku by a Vote of the Council and Assembly of this State of 
the27!^of June last the Hon^ Maj' GeneralJohn SuUivan and George 
Atkinson Esq' were chosen Delegates to represent this State in the 
Continental Congress for the Term of one year from and after the 
first day of November then next. Since which time the said Geoif;e 
Atkinson Esqf hath declined to accept of said trust. And it appeai^ 
ing Necessary that there should be Two Delegates from this State at 
Qongress as much of the time as possible. 

Therefore, Voted that Samuel LiTermore and Benjamin BeQows 
Esq^ be, and they hereby are chosen Delegates to represent this State 
in Congress for the Term of one year from tiie date hereof unless 
sooner recalled or relieved by order of this State with all the powers 
and privileges heretofore given to ajxj Delegates of this State at 
Congress. One of them as they shall agree to repair to Congress at 
soon as may be. And whenever General Sullivan ^w at Congress) 
shall signify his desire of returning home, or should be recalled by 
order of this State, That then the other of said Delegates Immediately 
go forward and supply his place. And the said John Sullivan, Samuel 
Livermore, and Benjamin Bellows, or either of them or any Two of 
them in the absence of the other, or others, are hereby fully Author- 
ized and impower'd to appear as agent, or agents for this State before 
Congress or any Court or Commissioners appointed by Congress, to 
hear and determine any or all the disputes between New Hampshire, 

■ According to the indtVBement thia report waa read on tbU day. It is in the 
Paperi of the Conrinen/al Congnts, No. 136, V, folio 207. 
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Nev York, Maasachuaette and (he Inhabitants of a certain district 
known by the name of the New Hampshire Grants. 

Sent down for ConcurreDce S Thompson Secf' 

In the house of Representatives Jan" 19** 1781 

The foregoing Vote was read and Concurred. 

W? Whutls 5peoif P T 

Copy Examin'd by E Thompson Sec" ' 

A letter, of 3, and one, of 8, from Major General the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette; and 

A lettCT, of 9, from the governor of Virginia, were read : " 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 8th, from General Washington, was read, with 
sundry papers enclosed : ' 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three; 

The members, Mr. [John] Sullivan, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamum, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery. 

A letter, of 14, from K. Morris, was read signifying his 
acceptance of the office of superintendant of finance. * 

The coimuittee of the week reported that they have exam- 
ined the dispatches that have come to hand, and considered 
the orders necessary to be taken; Whereupon, 

No. 1. A memorial from Thomas Yates, Lt. in Col. Baldwin's rc^- 
ment of artificers requesting an advance of pay on account. 

Ordered, That a memorial of Thomas Yates be referred to 
the Board of War to take order, the resolution of 4 January 
last notwithstanding; * 

No. 2. A letter from Cha? Pettit, A. Q. M., requesting an advance 
of 32500 dollars in specie or the value thereof, on account of Maj. 
Gen. Greene, late Q. M. G. 

> The OTigmaJ is in the Fapen of Iht Gmtinsr^l CongnMM, New H&mpalure, Oreden- 
tiali o/DeUfoUM. 

'Acopyot L&byette's letter, of May 3, is in the Wasltmgbm Paperi, 96, folio 2&4; 
ft copy ot his letter, of Uay 8, on folio 263; sod a copy <A J«ftenon'e letter, of May 9, 
on folio 262. 

* Thifl lettet !■ in tiia Papen of At Continenlal Oongreu, Ho. 162, X. folio 97; the 
indoraementahoffs that a new committee wu appointed: Ur. fTheodoiick] Blftnd, Mr. 
[Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [John] Withetspoon. The letter ie printed in Vie Writingi of 
WaMngUm (Ford), IX, 240. 

* This letter is in the Papvi of At Continental Oentfreie, No. 137, 1, folio 9. 

* Thifl memorial is in the Pap«r« of the Conlmental Congreia, No. 11, X, folio 718. 
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That a letter, of the 9th, &om Charles Pettit, assistant 
quartermaster general, be referred to the committee to whom 
his letter of the 2d was referred; * 

No. 3. ALetterfromJoshuaJohn8tondatedNantes20»Febr 1781. 
and Copy of another letter dated Nantes Octt 10. 1780, 

Representing, that American Seamen are daily taken into the 
French service, at the same time, that they strictly prohibit their 
engaging in the American service. Also, that private adventurers are 
engaging our men to serve on board their Teesels and imder the 
American colours are committing great abuses. 

Ordered, That they be referred to a special Committee with instruc- 
tions to confer with the Itfinister of Franca. 

No. 5. [4] A Letter and Memorial from John Soes, 

Fraying, That the duck in the hands of the Agent at Boston mi^t 
be assigned over to him, in part payment of his debt and that other 
measures might be adopted for the discharge of his whole debt. 

Ordered, That M^ Soss be informed, the Duck mentioned in his letter 
has been already appropriated to the use of the Army and Navy of 
these States; That he be further Loformed Congress are endeavouring 
to devise ways and means for discharging all the debts of the United 
States, at which time Mf Ross's debt will be settled with others of 
the like nature.* 

That a letter, of 20 February, from Joshua Johnson; and 
a letter and memorial from John Koss, be referred to a 
committee of three: ' 

The members, Mr. [James] Lovell, Mr. [William] Sharpe, 
Mr. [Thomas] Bee. 

Ordered, That a committee of the week be appointed: 

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Johnston, Mr. [John] Sullivan, 
Mr. [James] Madison. 

The committee appointed to devise further Trays and 
means to defray the expences of the ensuing campaign, Ac; 

> Fettit's letter of Majr 9 is in the Papen of the (kmtmmtal Congnti, No. 192, folio 
S67. 

. ■ This report, in the writing ot John UfttiievB, is in the Papen nf tha Ooniiniaaal 
Congreu, No. S2, folio 441. A note is added saying: This n^jKirt ^proved except In 
Mr. Rosa's case. 

• Johnson's letter is in tiie Papen oftht OmtuientoJ Congreu, No. 78, XIII, folio 216. 
Bess's letter and memori&l an in No. 41, YIII, folios 288 and 290. 
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1. That it be recommended to the States immediately to repeal 
_ _.. any of their laws that may yet be in force making paper 

money of any kind a legal tender. 

2. That the treasiirer of the United States be directed to draw 
_. .. orders on the Treasurers of the sereral States respec- 

tirely payable e n - rii fr-- d a y of at one month's sight for 
the aireais due from each upon the finfe requisitions of Congress and 
that the States be acquainted that it is absolutely necessary for the 
public services that their treasurers do accept these orders as soon as 
presented and pay them punctually when they become due. 

3. That the whole debts already due by the United States be 
_, ,. liquidated as soon as may be to their specie value and 

funded if agreeable to the creditors as a loan upon 
interest. 

4. That it be earnestly recommended to the several States to issue 
.. .... no more bills of credit upon their own separate account 

as directly tending to ruin the public funds and to call 
out of circulation as soon as may be what they have already issued 
in this manner. 
6 . That the twa efl ugy be diioctod to is B oe no mow bill e to t be S t at c e 
in pui B u a noo of the act of Congpo a a of MaToh 1 8^ 17 8 r 
Tha t the S tot - oe bo roquirod to call ea t of oipOBl at ion ove^ 
ye a r the s ome proportionB of wh a t they - bavo -alfea dy iiiouod na they 
were in - th at a e t dirooted to rodoom - of - tAio - wh e kn a nd that tboy bo 
feqaired -t o - do - tbi a by - t a ge e a t - t be- n e minal or - f ulWalae of the bills imd 
by no - nM a a B - to - e a e h a ng e them - at a dioeount of by a aeale ol 



N^atlTid. 



6. That the States be called upon for their proportions of a tax 
to be paid in the new mon^ or in gold and silver of three milhoos 
of dollars to be returned into the Continental Treasury on or before 
the first day of October next ; and that whatever sum is paid in the 
new money one half thereof shall be cancelled and the other half 
apphed to the public service. 

7*^. That the Board of War be directed to estimate the sap[dies 
necessary for the Northern and Southern Army in rations speci^ing 
of what a ration is to consist, and that proposals be taken in for 
supplying these at a stipulated price in hard money by a contract or 
contracts from the It of July next to the first of January 1782. 

8. That a right be made out to the contractor or contractors to 
receive the specific supplies required by Congress at such price aa 
shall be agreed on in part payment of the stipulations in the con- 
tracts. 
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9. That ft Committee of Coagreai be ftathorised to converse with 
the Superiutendant of Finance and in conjunction vith him to take 
order for obtaining a sum of hard money for the most pressing ezi- 
genctee of the public affairs and provide for the punctual performance 
of the stipulations in auch contract on the part of Congrees. 

10. That on the day of Congress mil take into consid- 
eration the line to which they will extend their guarrantee to each 
particular State as its western boundary and declare the remainder 
the property of the United States as a fund of credit for their oommoD 
interest and the general defence.' 

The committee on the motion of Mr. [James] Madison; and 

The Medical Committee, delivered in their several reports. 

The committee |[consiating of "iSx. Witherspoon, Mr. Bland 
and Mr. CarroUH on the letter, of the 8th, from General 
Washington, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the execu- 
tive authority in the several states, from New Hampshire to 
Pennsylvania, inclusive, to forward on to such place ea 
Hudoon'g ri¥OP , as the quartermaster general shall direct, at 
the expence of the respective states, in the first instance, all 
such supplies of provisions as they have been called upon to 
fiumish by the resolution of Congress, of the 4 November 
last; and that all such necessary e^>euce as any of the said 
states are at in transporting the provisions aforesaid t o Hud - 
Bon'o KTOf shall be pgo s ogved to thorn ' wife i nto f o at placed 
to the credit of the states lespectivelyT a s aoon ao tbo atntoo 
supply tho Continontftl Troosuiy with money in auoh 
BM r nnor q b to onablo Congro ss to d e-it. ' 

The report of the committee on further ways and means 
to defray the expences of the ensuing campugn, &c., was 
taken into consideration, and the 5th proposition being under 
debate, viz.:* 

> Thifl nport, in ttke writiiig of a cleik, u in Uia Faptrt of Hit Conlmenial Congrm, 
No. 26, foUo 283. See poit, May 22. 

* Thifl roport, In the writing of John Withenpoon, is in Ili« Paperi o/the Continental 
Ctmgrtu, No. 24, folio 215. 

* This puagnph and the debate following were alao enteied in the nuniucript Secret 
(Domeotic) JounuJ. 
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"That the treasury be directed to issue no more bills to 
the states in pursuance of the act of Congress, of March 18, 
1780; that the states be required to call out of circulation 
every year the same proportions of what they have already 
issued as they were in that act directed to redeem of the 
whole and that they be required to do this by taxes at the 
nominal or full value of the bills and by no means to exchange 
them at a discount or by a scale of depreciation." 

A division was called for and on the question to agree to 
the first clause as far as " 1780" inclusive, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [Artemaa] Ward: 



New Bampehire, 






MarylamA, 


Mr. Sullivan, 


ay 


div. 


Mr. Jenifer, 


Livermore, 


no 


CarroU, 


ifyaaackwetts, 






7iyi»io, 


Mr. LoveU, 


no 




Mr. Jones, 


Wittd, 


no 


no 


Madison, 


Bhadelahmd, 
Mr. Vamum, 


ay 


* 


Bland, 
M. Smith, 
North Oarolina, 


Mr. Himtington, 


no 


• 


Mr. Sluirps, 
Johnston, 


New Jeraey, 






SoiA OmUm, 


Mr. Witherapoon, 


ay 


div. 


Mr. Mathews, 


Cl«rk, 


no 




Motte, 








Eveleigh, 


Mr. Montgomery, 


ay 




e<orjia. 


Atlee, 


ay 


«y 


Mr. Few, 


Oymor, 


ay 




Howly, 



So it passed in the n^ative and the remaining clauses of 
the proposition fell of course. 
The sixth proposition was then debated, viz.: 
"That the states be called upon for th^ prc^ortlona of a 
tax to be paid in the new money or in gold and silver of three 
millions of dollars to be returned into the continental treasury 
on or before the first day of October next; and that whatever 
sum 1b paid in the new money one-half thereof shall be can- 
celled and the other half only applied to the public service." 
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A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by 
Mr. [William] Sharpe, to strike out the words "in the new 
money or," fuid on the question shall those words stand, the 
yeas and nays being reqmred by Mr. [Abraham] Clark: 



Neat BampBhire, 






Uirylmd, 




Mr. SoUiTim, 


ay 




Mr. Jenifer, 


ay 


Livermore, 


»y 


ay 


CaiToU, 


ay 


Muaadiwiettt, 






Tvrjinia., 




Mr. LoveU, 


ay 




Mr. Jones, 


ay 


Ward, 


ay 


ay 


Madieon, 


»y 


miodeldntid, 






Bland, 


no 


Mr. Vamum, 


no 


• 


M. Smith, 


ay 


Cmneeticui, 






NorOt OotoKho, 




Mr. Huntington, 


ay 


' 


Mr. Sharpo, 


no 


New Jeney, 






Johnston, 


ay 


Mr. Witherapoon, 


no 


div. 


SmA CarMm, 




a.rk. 


«7 


Mr. Mathe™, 


no 


PennsyZvoniffl, 






Motte, 


•7 


Mr. Montgomery, 


ay 




Eveleigh, 


no 


Atlee, 


ay 


div. 


aeorsia, 




dymer. 


no 


Mr. Pew, 


no 


T. Smith, 


no 









So the question was lost and the words were struck out. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, MAY 15, 1781 

The committee of the week delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, 

The Committee for the Week Report 

1. A letter from four foreign officers requesting as they are foi^ 
eigners and have no resources in this Coimtry, that instead of three 
months their whole pay be advanced. 

Eefeired to the Board of War. 

2. A letter from Nathaniel Barber setting forth that there is a 
Mistake in the Act of Congress of the 5th of March respecting his 
pay and requesting to be informed in what manner the Depreciation 
of his pay ia to be made good. 

Ordered, To lie on the table till Congress determine whether Officers 
on the Staff be allowed Depreciation. 



d by Google 



May, 1781 505 

3. A Letter from Joha Moylan thanking Congress for appointiag 
him to the Office of Clothier General and signifying his acceptance.' 

Ordered, That the letter of Captain de S^oignd and others 
be referred to the Board of War;' 

That the letter from N. Barber lie on the table. 

A letter, of 6, &om John Moylan, signifyii^ his acceptance 
of the office of cloathier general; ' and 

A letter, of 29 January, from W. Carmichael; were re- 



Ordered, That a letter from Mr. Lotbiniere be referred to 
the Board of Treasury to take order.* 

The committee on the letter of 8th, from General Wash- 
ington, delivered in a farther report; Whereupon, 

Order^, That the Board of Admiralty deliver to the order 
of the Commander in Chief ten of the heavy camion imported 
for the seventy-four gun ship at Fortemouth, for the use of 
the garrison at Rhode Island. 

Ordered, That the remaind^ of the letter, together with 
the report of the committee on the letter, of 2 December, 
from the honorable Doctor Franklin, and the memorial of 
the honorable the Minister of France, be referred to the com- 
mittee on the motion of Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, and that 
the committee to whom the report aforesaid was re-com- 
mitted be discharged. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. I[saac] Motte, one 
of the del^ates for the State of South Carolina, a warrant 

> This raport, in the wridiig of Samael Johniton, ia la tlie Paper* o/ ift< ContmmAiI 
Oangrtu, No. 32, folio 427. 

* Thia letter, dkted H&y 14, 1781, uid signed by De SIgongnfi uid thiee otben, ia 
iathoPapenoflhi QmtinenttU Congrt$$, No. 78, XXI, tolio 66. 

■ Buber'a letter, dated Vaj 2, 1781, ia in the Papm of Hit CotamerUal Ctmgrtm, 
Ho. 78, IV, folio 171;Horlaii'aiain No. 78, XVI, folio 191. 

* Cumichaal'a letter ia piinted in the DiplomalM Corretpondaw* of the Ameriem 
JZcsoJuMm (Whuton), IV, 242. Lotbinitoe'a letter, addrened to U»jorGenenl Snl- 
Bran, ia In the Papvi of the OontmaOal Cangnu, No. 78, XIV, folio 423; a tianaU- 
tion of puk of it, in BnUirui'a hand, ia on folio 41ft. 
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issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the 

continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for five 
hundred and twenty-five doUara of the new emissions, for 
which the State of South Carolina is to be accoimtable; ' 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, comnusdoner 
aforesaid, in favour of John L. Clarkson, clerk to the Board 
of Treasury, for three hundred dollars of the new emission, 
to defray the contingent expences of the treasury office, for - 
which sum the said J. L. Clarkson is to be accountable.' 

According to the order of the day, the house proceeded to 
the election of officers in the hospital department for the 
southern army, and the ballots being taken. Dr. David 
Ohphant was elected deputy director; Peter Faj^ssoux chief 
physician of the hospital; James Brown chief physician of 
the army; Robert Johnston and William Reed, hospital 
phymcians; having been previously nominated by Mr. [John] 
Mathews. 

A report of the Medical Conmuttee was taken into consid- 
eration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That all such officers of the medical department, 
appointed under the directorahip of Dr. Oliphant, as are now 
in captivity in South Carolina and Georgia, and have the 
charge of the sick prisoners in those states, be continued in 
their respective offices as heretofore, and be considered as 
vested with the same powers, and entitled to the same privi- 
l^es and emoliunents, as they had and enjoyed before their 
captivity, to extend no further than to the troops and hos- 
pitals now within the enemy's lines.' 

The report of the committee llconsisting of Mr. Bland, Mr. 
Carroll, Mr. Van Dyke|[ on the motion of Mr. [James] Madison 
was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

■ Tbie report b in ttie P*p»t ti/tht Cbntmmtal Congrut, No. 136, V, folio W7. 

■ This report is in the Paptn of At CimttMntal Contra*, No. 13A, V, io&o 909. 
* "Diia report is in tbe Paper* of Ihe Caniinmial Gmgnu, No. 22, fcdio S9. 
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Ordered, That warrants issue in favor of John Herce, pay- 
master gen^:al, upon ttie loan offices of the States of Delaware, 
Maryland, and Virginia, in bills of the new emission, aiising 
&om the four-tenths of the ten millions issued in pursuance 
of the act of the 18 March, 1780, and that the same be ap- 
plied to the paying the lines of the said states respectively, 
viz. on the conunissioner of the continental loan office for the 
State of Delaware, for twenty-five thousand eight himdred 
and sixty-three dollars; on the commissioner of the conti- 
nental loan office for the State of Maryland, for one hundred 
and twenty-four thousand one hundred and forty-three 
dollars ; and on that for the State of Virginia, for two hundred 
and thirty-seven thousand two hundred and seventy-nine 
dollars; for which sums the said J. Pierce, paymaster gen- 
eral, is to be accountable.' 

The report of the committee appointed to devise farther 
ways and means, &c., was again taken into consideration, 
and after debate: 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the said committee. 

Ordered, That a member be added to the Board of Ad- 
miralty: 

The member, Mr. [Dantd of St. Thomas] Jenifer. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, one of the del^ates of 
South Carolina: 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury carry to the debit 
of the State of South Carolina the sum of £16097.13.3, Pen- 
sylvania currency, equal to fwty-two thousand nine himdred 
and thirty-seven dollars and 3/90, being so much due &om 
Mr. J[ohn] Mathews, one of the delegates of the s%id State, 
to the United States in account with Jacob Hiltzeimer. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

1 Thia motion, in the writing of Jmom HmUmo, ia in llw Paptn nf tin Omtmmtol 
Omgmi, No. M, I, folio 179. 
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WEDNESDAY, HAY ifi, 1781 

A report from the Board of Admiralty ||to whom was 
referred the letter of the 28* of January, from the honoxirable 
J. Jayll was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mr. Jay be and he ia hereby authorised to 
dispose of the hull of the 74 gun ship now on the stocks at 
Portsmouth in the State of New Hampshire, together with 
such timber and other materials as are prepared for building 
her, to his Catholic Majesty, on such t^ms as he may judge 
beet for the honor and interest of the United States:* 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be re-com- 
mitted and that the Board confer with the superintendant 
of finance on the subject. 

A report from the committee of the week was read ; Where- 
upon, 

The Committee for the Week Keport 

1. A Letter from General Thompson, aettiug forth his services 
complaining of having been ne^ected and proposing to retire. 

Referred to the Board of War. 

2. A Petition from Capt. Gilbert of Col. Hazen's Regiment vith 
a Certificate of Major Torrey setting forth the arrears of pay and 
Subaistance due to Capt. Gilbert and requesting payment. 

Referred to the Board of War. 

3. A letter from Ezekiel Foreman complaining that no decision is 
had on the reports of the Committee respecting the charges against 
the Commissioners of the Board of Treasury and intimating his desire 
of being relieved from further attendance. 

Ordered, That ihe reports on the chafes against the CommissioDan 
__^^.^ of the Board of Treasury together vritii tie chaises and 
defence be filed in the secretary's office aod that Mr. 
Foreman be informed that his resignation is accepted. ' 

Ordered, That a letter from Brigadier W. Thompson, 
signifying his resolution to retire, be refored to the Boutl of 
War; 

> Thifl rasc^tition was also entered in the nunuscript Secret Jounud, Foreign Atfurs. 

■lliu report, in the writing of Sunoel Johnston, ii in the Paper* o^(Ii« Gmimental 
Congmt, No. 92, foUo 428. Forman'a letter, dated May 16, 1781, ia in No. 78, IZ, 
{olio 477. 
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That the petition of Captain Gilbert be referred to the 
Boani of War. ' 

A letter, of 16, from E. Forman, was read; Whereupon, 

The report of the committee, || consisting of A&. Jones, Mr. 
Sullivan, Mr. Root,|| to whom was referred the complaint 
exhibited by the treasurer of loans against the commiBsioners 
of the Board of Treasury, together with the reports of the 
committee on that subject, was called for; and the same 
being read, was accepted and ordered to be entered on the 
Journals. 

The report is as foUowa: 

"That on the first of April, 1780, the Treasury Bo&rd, consistiiig 
of two members of Congress and one commissioner, ordered the fol- 
lowing advertisement to be published, viz. 'For the information of 
such persons as have bumness with the Board of Treasuiy of the 
United States, notice is ^ven, that tiie hours appointed to receive 
applications, are trom twelve at no<m to two, and from four to five 
in the afternoon:' and on the 24th June, 1780, the Treasuiy Board, 
consisting of two members of Congress and three conunissioners, 
ordered that the treasurer of loans transmit to the Board of Treasury 
all appUcations from the several loan officers for loan office certificates, 
bills of eocchange, or other things appertaining to their respective 
offices, or certified copies of such applications. Your committee find 
that the establishment of the aforesud regulations, which appear to 
have been adopted for good purposes, and the endeavors of the com- 
missioners to carry them into effect, gave rise to the imputation of 
undue pride and insolence of office contained in the first article. 
With respect to the second article of chaise, for issuing absurd and 
incorrect orders, your committee find that the mistakes and errors 
referred to, were timely rectified without any injury to the pubUc, 
appear to have been accidental, and mostly owing to some inaccura^ 
ciee in the official returns made to the Board. 

"Tour committee further find, that the state of the treosuxy, and 
the many laige drafts upon it, often make it necessary, in particular 
emeigencies, that preference should be given to some warrants in order 
to save the public from suffering the most essential injury; and that 

■ lliompson'e letter, dated May 8, 1781, is inths Papen o/(A«Cbntm«n<aZ CbnpvM, 
No. 159, folio 840; GUbert'a petition is in No. 42, III, toUo 236. 



d by Google 



510 Journals of Congress 

the Board of Traftsuiy, for the purpose aforesaid, did exercise a con- 
trolling power over pa^nnents at the treasury^ which appears to be 
tiie ground of the chaige contiuned ia the third article. 

"Your conuuittee further find, that the treasurer of loans, pursuant 
to the orders of tJie Board of Treasury, made return of all loan office 
certificates receiTed and issued by him, with the times when, and 
prions to whom, and also of all those which renuuned on hand, 
which return ia dated the 17tiL of March, 1780: that one of the com- 
miaaionera afterwards made this entjy at the foot of one of the 
columns of 200 dollars, tiz. 'March 29th, S. Ca. 250;' which appears 
to have been done without any design or scarcely a possibility of 
injuring any person thereby, but merely for the purpose of having 
the wh<de in one view; which is all the eridence in support of the iih 
article, which is for intorlining Bud altering accounts filed in the 
records of their office. 

"Upon the whole, your committee are of opinion, that none of the 
articles of charge aforesaid against the commis^oners of the Board 
of Treasury are supported, and that they ought to be acquitted 
therefrom." * 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Board of War be authorised and di- 
rected to draw warrants for three months' pay in favor of 
the officers of Colonel Armand's legion now in Philadelphia: 

We beg leave to remind Congreea that many months ago previous 
to CdoDel Armand's departure for France an estimate was presented 
to Congress of the sum neceesuy to recruit the Legion and purchase 
borses, a warrant for which was issued but no money can be obtained 
thereon, and therefore should Colonel Armand arrive with the cloath- 
ing and equipments Mien will be no men to use them. He will be of 
consequence disappointed and it will be too late to enlist. If Con- 
gress can fall on any means of ^ving money for raising the Corps we 
shall be extremely happy to deal it out and put forward tiie recruiting 
business which will render the Le^on of service to the public. At 
present there are not men sufficient for two Troops, tho' the number 
of officers is complete.' 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be postponed.* 

' At this point Geoiga Bond mad* the onlriaa in the Jonn&l. 
' This report, in the vriting of Jeoee Boot, is is the Paptn of At Continental On^ 
grem, No. 28, folio 287. 
■ This report ia iD the Paptn of On OmUvncnioI Cimgrtu, No. 147, V, folio 13S. 
* Here liionuon rMumes the entrin . 
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The committee on the report of the Board of War respect- 
ing the southern prisoners delivered in a report. 
Adjourned to 10 o'CSock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, MAY l^, 1781 

A letter, of U, from Gener^ Washington, was r«ul.' 

A letter from Gustavus Cunningham, dated Mill prison, 
Plymouth, Decranber, 1780, was read. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbeasubt Offiob May 1^. 1781 

The Board of Treaauiy b^ leave to report. 

That by the memorial of James F Conand an inhabitant of the 
Illinois, setting forth certain facts relative to the tvo emissions of 
continental dollars caDed out of circulaMon by the Act of Congress 
of the 2if of January 1779 whereby the memorialist is likely to 
become a sufferer, unless retieved by Congress. 

The facts set forth in the said petition vith the proofs and docu- 
ments therein referred to are satisfactoiy to the Board, who are of 
opinion, that from the peculiar circumstances, attending this business, 
the prayer of the petitioner should be granted. Whereupon the fol- 
lowing resolution is submitted, with the memorial aforesud for the 
approbation of Congress. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury direct Thomas Smith, 
commisHoner of the contin^ital loan office for the State of 
Pensylvama, to receive from James Francis Conand two 
thousand one hundred and thirty-three dollars of the emis- 
sions of May 20, 1777, and April 11, 1778, which sum appears 
to have been taken out of circulation and sealed up on and 
before the first day of September, 1779, and that the commis- 
uoner of the loan office aforesaid be further directed to issue 
to the sfud James F. Conand or order, loan office certificates 
of the value of spe<»6 to the amount of one hundred imd 
eighteen dollars and 60/90 agreeably to the tables of 28 Jime, 
1780, in lieu of the 2133 dollars brought in as aforesaid.^ 

■ Tbia letter is in tbe Paper* o/iA« Continental Cmgrm, No. 1^ Z, fdio lie. 

■ This report is in the Paptrt o/ tht CoKtintntai Cimffreu, No. 136, V, folio 311. 
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The reports of the Board of Treasury, of 26 April and of 
2 May, together with the account of Doctor Francis Allison, 
as stated by the auditor general, were taken into considera- 
tion; ^ Whereupon, 

. Tbeasubt office April 26^ 1781 

The Boftrd of Treasury agreeably to Uie reference of Congress on 
the 27^ of Fehruaiy last of the account of Francis Alison late senior 
surgeon in the Hospital Department with the report of the Medical 
Committee thereon to report s draught for money due him for his 
pay and subsistance; and also for the amount of cloathing stated in 
the said Committee's Beport to be due him at the reduced prices in the 
years 1779 and 1780, beg leave to inform the United States in Congress 
Assembled— That the report of the aiifi Conmiittee does not shew 
the just balance due to the said Francis Alison, as appears by the 
auditor general's report herewith submitted, constituting a baiance 
due to him of three thousand six hundred and five dollars sixty two 
ninetieths and | of the value of specie to which the Board agree and 
propose the following Resolution for the payment of the same : 

Resoloed, That the Board of Treasury direct Thomas Snuth Commis- 
sioner of the Continental loan office for the State of Pennsylvania 
to issue loan office certfficates of specie value in favour of Francis 
Alison late senior sm^on in the hospital department, to the amount 
of three thousand dollars and that the Residue six hundred and five 
dollars |f and | of the value of specie be issued to him at the rate of 
one dollar and | of a doUar in the new bills; both of which stmis 
amountii^ to three thousand six hundred and £ve dollara {f and \ 
is in discharge of the Balance of his account due him for pay, sub- 
sistance money advanced and articles of clothing, at the reduced 
prices in the years 1779 and 1780.* 

Teeasubt Office May X^ 1781 

Upon the recommitment of the Report of the Board of Treasury 
upon the claim of I> Alison, The following remarks are submitted: 

That the Report of the medical Committee ascertains the quantity 
of clothing due to Df Alison and recommends Payment to be made 
him in money and Congress by their Resolve of the 27*^ of Feb' last 
directed this Board to "report a draught for the amount of tiie said 
clothing at the reduced prices for the year 1779 and 1780." The 

' A representatioa from Fnncia Alison is in the Papers of the CoTttinenlal Congreu, 
No. 43, toUo 1. 
* This report is in the Fapen of tiie ConHtitntal Congrui, No. 136, V, folio 336. 
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proper information respecting the r&lue of this clothing the Board 
obtained from the late Clothier General and are of opinion the seTeral 
Acts of Congress of the 26** of Not. 1777, 20» 25* and 26ft of Novem- 
ber 1779 in conjunction with the Resolve of the 27 of Feb" last do 
justify the Report made by the Board respecting this clothing. And 
the Act of the 16 of March last has been their guide respecting the 
value of monvyw The Board b^ leave to observe to Congress that 
it does not appear on their journals, that clothing was ordered to be 
served to the troops of the line or officers of the Medical Department 
to make good depreciation, nor can the Board see any justice in de- 
priving the present Claimants of advantages others have received 
taking it for granted that Congress mean to do equal justice. Those 
officers (and much the greatest number it is to be presumed) who 
have drawn their Clothing will be intitled to eveiy advantage for pay 
and subsistence that has been reported to Dr Alison by the late 
Resolve of the Id of March last. If it be the intention of Congress 
that those who have not drawn clothing agreeably to the foregoing 
resolutions, should not be allowed for thran, they will in that case 
please to give directions accordingly.' 

Ordered, That the account stated as aforesaid be referred 
to the Board of Treaaury to take order, except so much 
thereof as makes him an allowance for cloathing. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of Captain feaae Michael 
Gilbert of Colonel Hazen's r^ment, for one hundred and 
fifty dollars m bills of the new emission, equal to three 
months' pay and subsistance, for which siun he is to be 
accountable.' 

A report of the Board of Admiralty, to whom was referred 
a memorial from the honorable the minister of France, was 
taken into confuderation; Whereupon, it was resolved as 
follows: 

Whereas the honorable the minister of France hath repre- 
sented to us that the precautions pointed out in the resolution 

> Hub report is in fh« Paper* ttfUte Continental Conffren, No. 136, V, folia 287. 
* This repot is in the Paptn oj Hit Omtin«n(iiI Cmunn, No. 147, V, lolio 137 
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of Congress of the 11th of November, 1780, are inBufficient 
to prevent the abiiae which the British may make of papers 
or clearancea they may take in American prizes, if confined 
to vessels of war, and not extended to merchant vessels, and 
in general all vessels despatched from the United States; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That it be, and it ia hereby, recommended to the 
le^slatures of the several states, that they enact laws as 
soon as may be, ordering the naval officers in their respective 
ports, to require the master and chief mate of all vessels, 
unarmed, as well as armed, which shall be despatched from 
their respective ports, to imdersign their clearances in tlie 
presence of the naval officer of the port; who is also to insert 
on the back of the clearance, a minute description of the 
persons of the master and his mate, with their age, statins, 
complection, &c. respectively, and to cffl*tify the same imder 
his Kgnature and seal of office. 

The board of Admiralty b^ leave to call the attention of the 
Honble the United States in Congress assembled to an application 
the board hod the honour of making to them some time since 
respectii^ their salary; and would be much obliged to your Honble 
Body for a speedy and favorable detennination,' 

A report of the Board of War on letters and papers of 
Lieutenant Colonel Dericks, was taken into con»deration; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Colonel Dericks be informed, 
that although Congress have received the most satisfactory 
proofs of his zeal and capacity to serve these United States, 
it is impracticable to employ him in the service of these 
states consistent with the arrangement of the army: that his 
account for pay and subnstance be settled by the Board of 
Treasury in specie value, up to tUs day; and that the Board 
of Treasmy take order for the payment of the balance that 
shall be found due to him, together with a stun equal to one 

> Thii report Is in the Papen of the Continentai Congra*, No. 37, folio 465. 
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year's pay; and that from henceforward he be no longer 
entitled to pay and subostance, pursuant to the resolution 
of 29 December, 1779.' 

The report of the Committee of Ck)mmerce, on the accounts 
of Stephen Ceronio, was taken into eonaderation ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury pass fifty-five thou- 
sand six hundred and fifty livres of St. Domingo, to the 
credit of Stephen Ceronio, being the balance of his accoimts 
as continentfj agent at the Cape, to bear an interest of six 
per cent, per annxmi from this day until paid.* 

The committee appointed to devise farther wajrs and 
means to defray the expences of the ensuing campaign, to 
whom their former report was re-committed; and 

The committee on the letters from E. Blaine delivered in 
their reports. 

A letter, of 10th, from the governor of Maryland, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Joseph] Jones, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, 
Mr. [John] Sullivan.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, HAY i8, 1781 

A lettOT, of this day, from Major General Gates, was read:' 
Ordered, That it, together with so much of the letter, of 8, 

from General Washington as relates thereto, be referred to a 

committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [John] SuiHvan, Mr. [James Mitchdl] 

Yamum, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee. _ 

> Dinkg'H letter, dkted Hay 17, 1781, is in the Papari of On ConHnental Congrm, 
No. 78, VII, folio 391. 

* This report u in the Fapen of the Oontinental Congrtu, No. 31, Iblio 209. 
*Thu letter ia in the Paperto/lA< Contitmtial Congreu, No. 70, folio 46G. 

*A letter of the leth from the Boud of War relative to the letter of F. Perea wm 
read, M the Indoisement iodicatea, and on Augtut 23 ordered not to be acted nptm. 
It ia in the Pap«n o/tA« Ctontinmtol ConffT««, No. 147, V, folio 12S. 

* This letter ia in the Papm o/ lb CbntuwiOaJ Cnvren, No. IH, II. folio 366. 
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A motion vubs made by Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by 
Mr. [Joseph] Jones, 

That the Board of War be, and are hereby, directed to 
transmit to Bngadier General 'Wayne, copies of the intelli- 
gence received yesterday, relating to the sailing of the British 
fleet from New York; and that General Wayne he, and he is 
hereby, authorised and directed, in case the supplies of pro- 
visions and forage necessary for the immediate march of the 
detachment under his command to the southern department 
cannot be othermse obtained, to impress the same, and to 
report the amount thereof to the executives of the states 
within which the same shall be taken; such states to be 
credited therefor as part of the specific supplies due on the 
requisitions of Congress. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Joseph] 
Jones, 



New Hampshire, 






Virffinw, 






Mr. SuUiTan 


ay 




Mr. Jones, 


»y 




Livennore, 


ay 


ay 


Madison, 


ay 




UaaaathtuieUa, 






Bland, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. LoveU, 


•y 




M. Smith, 


ay 




Ward, 


«y 


•y 


North OaroKna, 






Shade Iiland, 






Mr. Sharpe, 


ay 




Mr. Vamum, 


ay 


* 


Johnston, 


ay 


ay 


Cdnneciicut, 






South Carolina, 






Mr. Huntington, 


ay 


• 


Mr. Mathews, 


ay 




Penneylvanw, 






Bee, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. AUee, 


no 




Eveloigh, 


ay 




Clymer, 


«y 


no 


Georgia, 






T. Smith, 


no 




Mr. Few, 


»7 




Miryland, 






Howly, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Jenifer, 


ay 










CaiToU, 


ay 


ay 









So it was resolved in the aflBrmative. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 
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May 17, 1781. 
The Committee for the Week Report. 

A Petition from Alexander Dow a Foreigner formerly an o£Bc^ 
in Col? Malcolm's Re^ment praying that his accounts be adjusted, 
Depreciation allowed and that a Warrant be ordered for the Balance. 
Referred to the Board of War. 

May 18, 1781. 
The Committee for the Week Report. 

1. A letter from John Pierce Paymaster General enclosing the 
Commander in Chief's Letter to him signifying his wish that provision 
might be made for forwarding two or three month's pay to the 
Company of Col? Hazen's Regiment serving in the detachment under 
the Marquis De La Fayette's Command, Also a letter from Col? 
Tupper requesting M^ Pierce to exchange a sum of the Massachusetts 
New Emission intended to pay the troops of that State under the 
command of the Marquis for money of the State of Virginia. 

There is likewise endosed in Mt Pierce's Letter an estimate of 
three months pay and subsistance for the above Company of Hazen's 
Raiment. 

Ordered, That the above Letter and papers be referred to the 
Board of Treasury. 

2. A Letter from John Snyder late Commander of the Privateer 
Fame, now on board the Jersey Prison Ship, complaining of severe 
treatment and claiming the attention of OoDgreas. 

Referred to the Conunittee on General Moultrie's Letter.' 

Ordered, That a petition of Alexander Dow be referred to 
the Board of War; 

That a letter, of 17, from J. Pierce, with sundry papers 
enclosed, be referred to the Board of Treasury;" 

That a letter, of 2, from John Snyder, be referred to the 
committee on the motion of Mr. [Theodorick] Bland respect- 
ing the Convention tro<^.' 

' Theee reporta, in tha writisg of Samuel JohnaUiii, an in the Papert of Oie (Tontt- 
wtttal Congrtu, No. 32, folios 437 and 439. 

* Dow'a petition ia in the Papvt of Ott Continmlat Congren, No. 147, V. folio 163; 
Fieicc'H letter IB in No. 166, folia 610. 

* Tiaa repOTt, in the writing of Suuuel Johnston, a in the Paptrt of At Contintnlal 
Oangnn, No. 32, foUos 437 and 439, 
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A report from the Board of War on the memorial, of 
April 2, from Captain Paschke, was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boakd of Wae, May 18. 1781 

The Board taking into condderation the memorial of Capt: Fascbe, 
beg leave to observe, that in their opinion the resolve of the 16*^ May 
1780, stated in the said memorial, was to all intents and purposes a 
discharge from the service, and it was the intention of the Board in 
their report which was adopted by Congress, that the monies and bill 
then received by Capt: Fascke should be in full compensation for all 
claims on the United States. True it is however that the resolve of 
the 10"' of April preceding that of the 16*^ of May a few weeks in 
strictness entitled the memorialist to the depretiation to the time of 
his dismission ; but as no plans were then formed for the actual settle- 
ment or payment, it was deemed most convenient for Capt : Pascke 
as he could not be employed, to receive the means of enabling him 
to return to Europe, than to wait the uncertain period of settlement 
for depretiation. Instead of returning to Europe, he went to the 
Southern army, and having performed some essential services with 
that army, three himdred dollars in bills of the new emission were 
given him in Feb' 1781 as a compensation therefor. At the same 
time, viz: On the 2<) Feb' 1781 Congress resolved "That Capt: 
Fascke late of the American Army be informed that the request 
contained in his letter of the 22" ult' to be allowed depretiation and 
half pay cannot be complied with." If Congress adhere to that 
resolution, they will no doubt direct, That the memorial of Capt: 
Pascke be dismissed. 

If they choose to repeal their former Act it will be necessary to 
resolve 

That Capt: Pascke be entitled to the depreciation of his pay to the 
time of his being left out of the service, the resolve of the 2' of Feb' 
last notwithstanding.* 

Ordered, That the memorial of Captain Paschke be dis- 
missed. 

Ordered, That the grand committee sit to Morrow in this 
place. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

■ This nport is in the Papm ofOu ConHatniai Cangrut, No. 147, V, folio 141. 
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MONDAY, HAY ai, 1781 

A letter, of 22, and one, of 27 April, from Major General 
Greene, were read, with sundry papers enclosed : ^ 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, &&. [Jcseph] Jones, Mr. [Daniel of St. 
Thomas] Jenifer, Mx. [John] Mathews. 

A letter, of 11 March, from W. Carmichael," 

A letter, of 17th, from General Washington; and 

One, of 17th, from R. Morris, enclosing a plan of a bank, 
were read: 

Ordered, That Wednesday nesi; be assigDed for considering 
the enclosed plan. 

A letter, of this day, from J. Pierce, pa}rma8ter general, 
was read, requesting permission to repair to head quarters:' 

Ordered, lliat leave be granted. 

The report of the committee of the week was read; Where- 
upon, 

The Committee for the week Report. 

1. A Letter from Jacob Hiltmner requesting Money to purchase a 
supply of Hay. 

Referred to the Treasuiy to take order. 

2. A Letter from Major Bull requesting an advance of money on 
account of his pay. 

Referred to the Board of War to take order. 

3. A Letter from Major Franks requesting a Warrant on the pay- 
master. 

Referred to the Board of War to take order. 

4. A Petition from Andrew Brown late Deputy Muster Master 
requesting pay and Depreciation. 

■ The letter of the 22^ April la in the Paptn o/Aa Oonimmlal Congrtu, No. 156, II, 
folio 39; that of the 2T<k on {olio 47. 

■ Tiaa letter ia printed in the Diptotnatie ComtpoTiderut of tAtf Amenean JRmolution, 
(WhMton), IV, 279. 

* Wuhhigton'B letter is in the Fapen of the Oonlbimtal Conffnu, Ho. 162, X, folio 
107; it' ia printed in the Writinffi of WaMngton (Ford) IX, 250. M<HTi8'B letter is in 
the Paper* ti (A< Oonttntntat drnfrtM, No. 137, 1, folioa 15-27; Pierce's is ia No. 166, 
folioSSS. 
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Ordered, to lie on the table till Congress detennine with regard to 
making up Depreciation to officers not of the line of the armj.* 

Ordered, That a letter of 19, from J. Hiltzheimer be referred 
to the Board of Treasury to take order;' 

That the letter, of 20, from Major Epap" BiUl; and 

The letter, of 20, from Major D. S. Franks; be referred to 
the Board of War to take order; * 

That a petition from Andrew Brown lie on the table. 

Ordered, That a committee of the week be appointed : 

The members, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, Mr. [Samuel] 
Livermore, Mr. [Nicholas] Eveleigh. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter from Major 
General Gates, delivered in a report, which was read. 

A report from the Board of Treasmy was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbhasubt Offiob, Mm/ 19*^, 1781. 

The Board haTing considered the letter from John Fierce Pay- 
master general dated the 17*^ instant, referred to them by Congress 
the 18W beg leave to report, 

That the new bills of Massachusetts and New Jersey will not 
answer the purpose of paying the troops to the southward under the 
command of the Marquis de la Fayette, whereupon the following 
order is submitted. 

Ordered, That John Pierce, paymaster general, pay to the 
several detachments of troops now under the command of 
Major General the Marquis de la Fayette to the southward 
four months' pay, amounting to thirty-four thousand three 
hundred and three dollars of the new emissions out of the war- 
rant drawn in his favour on the commissioner of the loan office 
for the State of Vu-ginia, dated the 15 instant for 237,279 
dollars like emissions; and that Colonel Benjamin Tupper of 
the Massachusetts line pay to the said paymaster general 

I Thia report, in the writiiigof Smmuel Johiuton, is in the Paptn ofth^ Conthtenial 
Oongntt, No, 32, folio 435. 

* Hiltzheimer's letter is in die Paper* 0/1A4 C^mJtnmlal ConjTKM, No. 136, V, folio 326. 

■ Bull's letter ia in Cbe Pajxn of Ot CbnMnentel Congrai, No. 78, IV, folio 176; 
Fnnks'B is in No. 78, IX, folio 481, 
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tweaty-one thousand dollars of the new emission of the State 
of Massachusetts now in his hands received for the purpose 
of paying the troops aforesaid, for which sum the said J. 
Pierce shall pass his receipt to Colonel Tupper and transmit 
the money to head quarters for the purpose of paying the 
troops there; * 

Tbeasubt Oftice, May 19^, 1781. 
The Board beg leare to lay before Congress a Letter from Col. 
Hckering Qr. Master Geaeral, dated at New Bergh the 14*» Instant 
setting forth the necessity of an immediate supply of money for that 
department. 

That upon the application of Mr. N[icholas] Eveleigh, one 
of the del^ates for the State of South Carolina, a warrant 
issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the 
continental loan office for the State of Fensylvania, for six 
hundred dollars of the new emission, for which the said 
State of South Carolina is to be accountable; ' 

That the lett^, of 14, from Colonel Pickering, quarter- 
master general, be referred to the Board of Treasury to report.' 

The report of the committee || consisting of Mr. Sullivan, 
Mr. Vamum and Mr. Atlee|| on the letter, of 18, from Major 
General Gates, was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

The Committee to ^om was referred General Gates' letter, beg 
leave to report, that the resolutions of the fifth of October last did 
not necessajily infer a suspension of command in the line of the Army 
at large; and as Uie situation of the Southern Deputment has pre- 
vented the Court of Inquiry from being held in punuance of said 
resolutions, and as such Court cannot probably soon [be] convened, 
Congress may think fit to resolve, that General Gates take command, 
as General Washington shall direct, till such inquiry be made.* 

Resolved, That the resolutions of the 5th of October last, 
"directing a court of enquiry to be held on the conduct of 

■This report is in the Psptrtq^lfta Cfmtinmtal Cotiffrai, No. 136, V, foBo S17. 
■ This report is in the PajKra o/M« Continental Contpttt, No. 136, V, folio 316. 
* Fickeriiig'B letter is In the Papen of the Continentai Cmtgrm, No. 136, V, folio 321. 
' This reptxt, in the writing of Junes Mitchell Vamum, if in dte Papv* of tk 
OontinmUd Cortffrm, No. 19, II, foUo 8». 
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Major General Gates, as commander of the southern army; 
and directing the Commander In Chief to appoint an officer 
to command the southern army in the room of General Gatee, 
until such enquiry be made " ; did not operate as a suspension 
of General Gates from his command in the line of the army 
at large, as a major general; and, as from the situation of 
affairs in the southern department, such court of enquiry 
cannot be speedily held, that Major General Gates be 
informed, that be is at liberty to repair to head quarters, and 
take such command as the Commander in Chief shall direct.* 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 



TUESDAY, HAY aa, 1781 

A letter, of 20, from A. Lee; and 

A letter, of this day, from the supreme executive council 
of Pensylvania, were read. 
A letter from the Board of War was read:' 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [John] Mathews, 
JAi. [Bichard] Howly. 

The committee of the week delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, 

The Committee upon the dispatches, 

Report 

No. 1. A Letter from Joseph Scudder praying lus Warrant upon 
Mr. Hillegas treasurer of the United States be cancelled and an order 
issue in his Favour upon Mr. Borden Iioan Officer of the State of New 
Jersey. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to take ordur. 

No. 2. A Letter from Joseph Howell Auditor of the Main Army to 

■ A copy of this naolution, in CIuiIm Thomaon'i writiiig, la In the Paptn of tht 
Continmlal CiTtvtvn, No. 10, II, folio 401- 

■ Lee'i letter is in the Papen of the Ckmtinmbtl Confrtu, No. 76, XIV, folio 433; 
the PemKylvania letter is in No. 69, II, folio 38&; the Batrd of Wu letter, d»ted Ma.j 
22, 1781, ia in No. 148, 1, folio 377. Another letto', of May 22, tnm the Bokfd of 
War ma read on thia day, as tlte indoEBBmeot indJcitai; it is in No. 148, 1, folio 873. 
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Mr. Atlee praymg to be directed in the settling the sccoimte of Supffl> 
numeraiy officers and such as have been prisoners with the Enemy 

Ordered, That Mr. Howell's Letter be referred to a special Com- 
mittee.* 

Ordered, That a letter, of 21, tiom J. Scudder, be referred 
to the Board of Treasury to take order; 

That a letter, of May 16, from J. Howell, auditor of the 
army, be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamimi, Mr. [Isaac] 
Motte, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll. 

A letter, of this day, from the supreme executive of 
Pensylvania to the delegates of that State waa read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a conmaittee of three : 

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Livermore, Mr. [Joseph] Jones, 
Mr. [Samuel] Johnston. 

The report of the committee, ||consistittg of Mr. ^ther- 
spoon, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. M. Smith, Mr. Clymer,f| appointed 
to devise farther ways and means to carry on the present 
campaign, &c. was taken into consideration; and that clause 
being under debate, where the states are to be informed, 
" That it is expected they will severally direct their treasurers 
to accept the bills that may be drawn upon them by the 
treasurer of the United States as soon as presented, and take 
effectual measures to enable their respective treasurers to 
pay them punctually as they become due, in real efficient 
money, that is to say, either in silver and gold, or in papa* 
money equivalent thereto, according to the common rate or 
difference between such paper and »lver -in the course of 
dealings in their respective states at the time of payment." 

On the question to agree to the latter part of this clause, 
from the word "due" to the end, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. T[homa8] Smith, 

* lUi rapnt, tn the writing of Samuel Jotm Atlee, M in the Pap«rt o/tAe Climluicntol 
Omgrm, No. 32, toUo 443; Eowell'a letter it in No. 78, XII, foUo 161; Bcudder*! 
lain No. 78, XXI, folio 77. 

* Tbia letter ia in thePapmo/lik ContinmUd Co>y/ru», No. 89, 11, folio 381. 
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New Sampihirt, 






T%jri»«>, 






Mr. 8u]llvan, 


no 




Mr. Jones, 


no 




Livermore, 


no 


no 


Madiwn, 


no 




Maaatuihuaetta, 






Bland. 


no 


no 


Mr. LoTdl, 


no 




M. Smith, 


»y 




Wud, 


no 


no 


North Carolina, 






CbnTWCficirf, 






Mr. Sharpe, 


«y 




Mr. Himtington, 


no 


• 


Johnston, 


ay 


av 

»y 


New Jeraey, 






8oti4K Carolina, 






Mr. Witherspoon, 


no 


• 


Mr. Mathews, 


ay 




Pennaylmnvi, 






Motte, 


no 


no 


Mr. Atlee, 


«y 




Ereleigh, 


no 




Clymer, 


«y 


ay 


Qeorgia, 






T. Smith, 


«y 




Mr. Walton, 


ay 




ifafsikni. 






Few, 


•y 


»y 


Mr. Jenifer, 


no 




Howly, 


»y 




CarroU, 


no 


no 
no 









So it passed in the n^ative. 

The report being farther debated, waa agreed to as follows : 

Resolved, That the whole debts already due by the United 
States, be liquidated as soon as may be to their specie value, 
and funded, if agreeable to the creditors, as a loan upon 
interest. 

That the states be severally informed, that the calculations 
of the expences of the present campaign are made in solid 
coin, and consequently that the requiffltions from them 
respectively, being grounded on those calculations, must be 
complied with in such manner as effectually to answer the 
purpose designed. 

That experience having e^nced the inefficacy and futility 
of all attempts to support the credit of paper money by 
cgbil^aiy [compulsory] acts, i t i a oapootod thoy will no 
ton g o? doeoivo thomaolvo s and - wnbarro BB public moo e uro B 
by - oontinuing their t e nder Iftw a [it is recommended to such 
states, where laws making paper bills a legai tender yet exist, 
to repeal the same;] 

That the states be further informed, that the exigency and 
situation of public affaiis is such, that any further delay in 
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complying with the requiutions of Congresa must prove 
ruinous; and tliat therefore the treasurer of the United States 
is directed immediately to draw orders on the treasurers of 
the several states, payable at thirty days' sight, for their 
respective quotas of the three millions of dollars, called for 
on the 26 day of August, 1780, and which was to have been 
paid into the continental treasury on or before the last day 
of December last; and that he will in like manner continue 
to draw orders on them for their respective quotas of the sums 
called for by the acts of the 4th of November and 16th of 
March last, as they become due; and that it is expected the 
states will severaUy direct their treasiu-ers to accept those 
orders as soon as presented, and take effectual measures to 
enable their respective treasurers to pay them punctually as 
they become due: 

id - foqI offioiont mon e y, thnt io to eik ji, eitbcp -i n e iW eg a nd -g oii of in 
papoF oquiyftlont t hofoto, ' ftQooydiDgto tho - owmnon B a tfrOP - DiffoFonoo 
betwoon fl uoh pftpoF - ODd -fl ilvor - in - tho - eoug s o - of do a ligg s- in - tbei i ' 
F ca pootivo Btotoa at the [tiroe - of - p ft ymoBt,] t md tbafe fehe -O Fde w a ball - b e 
d «w m - in t e wa fl ooBforin a blo thareto. 

That fcho popor -B aon e y H MtpfooQod in thoflo O ' l ^ f B-B bftll - bo - tho - Bill s 
cmittod puT B u a nt - to - tho - Aot of tho 1 8 th of March, 17 8 0, -a nd no otbof y 
a nd that in o ae o thoao Bill a ahall whon - roeoi¥ed - iDto tbo - pablia Ti ' o afl- 
upy bfrfound -' to"haTQ"doprooiatod,"a - qortain - proport i ion - of thom" 8 o 

p a id ittj - not lo s e than one ah a ll bO ' eanoollod a ad -d e st royod^ and 

the S tato e s hall bo called upon to maho Ckiod any Dofioioneythat may 
a riao from this A -efe 

Resolved, That the committee who brought in this report 
be authorised to converse with the superintendant of finance, 
and in conjunction with him to take order for obtiunii^ a 
sum of hard money gold and nlver for the most pressing 
exigencies of public affairs, and provide for the punctual 
performance of the stipulations in such contract on the part 
of tiie United States.' 

That the Boaid of War be, and they are hereby directed 
to estimate the supplies necessary for the northern and 

' Tiaa i«eo]ution wu also entered in the nuuiuacript Secret (Bomeotic) Jounial. 
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southern army in rations, specifying of what a ration is to 
confflst; and that proposals be taken in for supplying these 
at a stipulated price in gold and silver, by a contract or con- 
tracts, from the Ist of July next to the 1st day of Jaauaiy, 
1782: 

That a right shall be made out to the contractor or con- 
tractors, to receive the specific supplies required by Con- 
gress, at such price as shall be agreed on, in part pajmient of 
the stiptilations in the contracts. 

Tb irt- op - fee «h^-«E OongFo aH will toko into Coiiflid B »tioD 

fefrliine a to whieb - Ut e y - wi l l - art e iid thoiMik i wftiitee to a a eh p ft rti a ulof 
S tat e QO - i tfr wc fl tot& - B et md ft py, -« md ' dool ai' o 4 b«yB<»nMBdoFtbe ' pi ' oporty 
^ ■ th a Pnitod Btatoo t o a Fimd -e f - O e di t- f ^y- ^oi r- OMiHnea ' la tefeat 
■ nd tho Qon e f a l Drf e n eer' 

Ordered, That the remaining members of the committee 
on the resolutions and acts of Connecticut, New York and 
Yiiginia respecting the cession of western lands to the United 
States report with all convenient dispatch. 

A letter from the honorable the minister plenipotentiary 
of France, onolooing n oopy of a lott e p fiwm hi e Mo s t 
Ohj - igtio i n Majooty T was read.' 

The committee on the letter from the Board of War; 

The Ckiminittee appointed to confer with the Bo&rd of War. 

Report. 

That the Board of War be authorized to remove the Convention 
prisoners to such place or places in the Conunonwealth of Massachu- 
setts Bay as they shall think proper. 

That the States of ViFgini a j M a tyl a nd) PannaylvMU ft fW e w J e w c yi 
M e w Yoiht Conneetiout e nd M asBa ohu fl oM ifl B a y through which they 
may pasa be d ea ifod requested to furnish the necessary guards and 
supply the said prisoneis and their guards with provisions a nd -t h e 
means of tmnspoitotion aa they p aas' fop - e a Fiyiug-U t eiB to the place 
tiirough their respective States, and in case the said States should 

■ This report, in the writiiig of Meriwether Smith, except the pUNges In bnck^ 
which mra in the writing of 8*muel Hnntington, Is in the Papen qf lA« ContinmuU 
Congreu, Ho. 26, folio 291. 

' This letter is printed in the Diplomaiie Corrttponitna </ Om Amtrieiai Rtvobttion 
f Whuton), ir, 427. 
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ne^ect BO to do, the Board of War be authorized to cause an impresB 
of Buch proviaioiis a nd mcMM of twii g portiitica in the aaid States 
raepectiTelj.* 

The Medical Committee; and 

The committee on the motion of Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, 
delivered in thor respective reports. 

Tbbasubt Offioe Mty Sg^ 1781. 

Upon the letter of Jacob HOtzheimer on the IS Instant requesting 
that he might be enabled to make provision for the horses under hia 
care referred to this Board to take order, the Board beg leave to 
report. 

That they know of no present funds which they can draw, to 
enable him to make the said provision. 

Agreeably to the order of Congress dated the 21** instant to report 
upon the letter from Col Pickering Q? M' Gen', the Board beg leave 
to report, 

That so far as they are enabled to judge from the returns made by 
the respective loan officers compared with the warrants already 
drawn upon them, no money can be reported, which has the least 
probability of being paid.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Gock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, HAY 33, 1781 

A letter from his Most Oiristian Majesty, dated at Ver- 
sailles, 10 March, 1781, was laid before Congress. 

A letter, of 22, from Major General Gates, enclosing a copy 
of a letter, of 12, from General Washington, was read.' 

The report of the committee on the motion of Mr. [Theo- 
dorick] Bland was read; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom were referred the plan for fumiahing 
the French fleet and army with provicdon, to a certun amount, 
together with the memorial from hia Most Christian Majesty's Min- 
ister Flenipotentary, the letter from Doctor Franklin, the report of 

■ ^Hiia report, in the writiiig of John Ukthewa, la in the Paper* of tike CtmsAnaOid 
Omvkm, No. 27, lolio 141. It is iodoned: "Beportof the Conunittee on the letter c< 
22 from the Boftid of Wai." 

■ This report ia in (hePaptra q^fA« Cototnmail Cbn^rwi, No. ISA, V, folio 819. It 
Via raw), the indonement diowB, and probably on this day. 

* Hia lettar ia in the Pap<n q^ (Ac OimiuuntaJ ConfraM, Ho. 164, It, folio 367. 
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a fonner committee and a letter from the Commander in Chief, with 
smidry other papers beg leave to report, 

That they, according to order, conferred with his Most Christian 
Majesty's Minister Flenipotentiaiy, on the several matters com- 
mitted to them, and having proposed to enter into a discussion of an 
arrangement for fu rnishing the French fleet and army with provision 
to a certain amount, were informed by him, that being without orders 
or instructions to advance money or bills, he had not any expectation 
that the meaaure proposed could be carried into execution ; that he 
was however willing to pay for such provision as Congress should find 
it convenient to furnish in the manner specified in hia memorial of 
the S^"" of March. 

Your Committee further report that his Most Christian Majesty's 
Minister informed them that he believed the Count de Rochambeau 
had rec^ved from the Minister of Finance in France a letter of credit 
from the Minister of these United States, for supplies to the amount 
of about four hundred thousand dollars which your Conmiittee con- 
clude to be the same mentioned in Doctor Franklin's letter referred 
to them, and for which the Count de Kochambeau has called on His 
Excellency the Conmiander in Chief. 

Your Committee are of opinion that no resources at present appear 
to be vested in Congress to enable them to procure the proviaon 
which is the object of the first proposition. 

Your Committee are likewise of opinion with your former Com- 
mittee that the supplies for which Doctor Franklm has entered into 
engf^iements with the Minister of finance in France ought to be 
furnished at all events, for the reasons given in that report. 

And your Committee concur in submitting on these several matters 
the resolutions reported by that Committee. 

Your Committee informed the Minister of France, that the request 
of the Count De Rochambeau to the Commander in Chief relative to 
heavy cannon, had been complied with by sending an order to the 
{ffoper officer to furnish them.* 

Ordered, That the Board of War cause magSLzinsB of flower, 
Indian com and flesh to be fonned of the arrears of the 
specific supplies required by the resolution of the 25th of 
February, 1780, and lay before Congress as soon as may be 
a return of the supplies aforesaid, for the purpose of carrying 
into effect the resolution of the 11th of April last.' 

■ This report, im the wiiljiig of Daniel Curoll, is in the Paptn qf At ContiMatai 
Gmgrtu, No. 19, I, folio 393. It ii indorsed: "Accepted." 

■ This order was alao entered in the manuacript Secret Joomal, Foreign Aff&in. 
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The report from the Medical Committee was read; Where- 
upon, 

The Medical Committee report, 

That the Purveyor has certified to ihem that there is due to Dt 
Peter Fayasoux for hia pay aa Physician and Surgeon Qeneral of the 
Hospitals in the Southern Department, a balance of 2699 dollars 
therefore submit the following resolve: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue in favour of Thomas Bond, 

piurr^or of the hospitals, for one thousand dollars of the new 

enuBsion to be by him paid to Doctor Peter Fayssoux in part 

of his arrearages of pay, to enable the said Doctor P. Fayssoux 

' to repair to the southern army to tftko ohoiFgo of tho 

l^e report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Bland, 
Mr. Mathews, Mr. Howly,|| appointed to confer with the 
Board of War, ||wa8 taken into consideration!! ; and, on the 
question to agree, 

That the Board of War be authorised to remove the Con- 
vention prisoners, to such place or places in the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts Bay as they shall think proper, the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. Ward, 



New Hampshire, 






rirgmia. 




Mr. SuUivan, 


no 


diy. 


Mr. Jones, 


ay 


LiTermore, 


ay 


Madison, 


ay 


Mtutaehvutts, 






Bland, 


ay 


Mr. Loydl, 


no 




M.Snntli, 


*y 


Wuri, 


no 


no 


NorA Oarolwa, 




Elude bland, 






Mr. Sliaipo, 


»y 


Mr. Vamiun, 


•y 


« 


Johnston, 


ay 


Onaietlicut, 






SoMOanlim, 




Mr. Huntington, 


»y 


« 


Mr. Mathews, 


ay 








Bee, 


ay 


Mr.Atlee, 


»y 




Eveleigh, 


»y 


aymer, 
T. Smith, 
UaryJmi, 
Mr. Jenifgr, 


»y 

no 

»y 


ay 


Georgia, 
Mr. Few, 
Howly, 


»y 
ay 


CUTOU, 


»y 


ay 







■ This raport, in tli« writing <rf llioodwick Bknd, i* In the Papm i^ the Cttntinmldl 
Omvkh, No. 19, II, folio 267. 
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So the question was lost. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, sec- 
onded by Mr. [George] Clymer, 

That the Board of War take order to remove the Conven- 
tion troops, in such manner and to such place as tiiey think 
most conducive to the good of the union in general. 

On which the yeas ajid nays being required by Mr. [Theo- 
dorick] Bland, 



New Hampshire, 




Ftrsinio, 








Mr. SulliTan, 


'yl„ 


Mr. Jones, 




ay 




LiTermore, 


ay)"' 


Madieon, 




«y 




MaiiMAiutUt, 




Bland, 




ay 


•y 


Idi. LoyeU, 


'yldiv. 
nol 


M. Smith, 




«y 




Ward, 


North CarcUm, 






Oioie Itlmd, 




Mr.Sharjw, 




'^l.v 


Mx. Vamum, 


ayl» 


Johnston, 




ayl'^ 


Cmneetimt, 




SoiM Carolina, 






Mr. Huntington, 


ay)' 


Mr. Mathews, 




ay 


Pameyhfmia, 




a*. 




ay ay 


Mr.Atlee, 


ay 


Bveleigh, 




ay 


Clymer, 


ay ay 


Ooorgia, 






T. Smith, 


ay 


Mr. Few, 




»yl„ 


iCiryiiini, 




Howly, 




ayl'^ 


Mp. Jenifer, 


'^l.v 








CinoU, 


aypy 








So it was resolvec 


in theaS 


irmative. 






Resolved, That the states t 


arough which t 


ley 


may pass, 


be requested to furnish the ne 


cessaiy guards, 


and to supply 


the sfdd prisoners and guards 


with provisions 


through their 


respective states to 


the place 


or places to whiel 


they are 


removed. 










Adjourned to 10 o'aock to 


tforrow. 









THURSDAY, HAY 34, 1781 

A letter, of 23, from Colonel D. Broadhead, was i«ad. 
The letter, of 17, from R. Morris, with the enclosed plan 
of a bank, was taken into consideration, and after debate; 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed 
to devise farther ways and means for defraying tlie expences 
of the present campaign, &c. 

A report from the Board of Admiralty on the petition of 
Dumaine and Lyon, was taken into consideration; Where- 
upon, 

Re8olved, That a copy of said petition be transmitted to the 
minister plenipotentiary of these United States at the Comli 
of Spain; and that he be directed to represent the matter to the 
said Court, and take such measures as he may judge expedient 
to obtain an order to the judge of the admiralty at TenerifFe, 
to deliver the whole amoimt of the sales of the prize therein 
mentioned, to the own^s of the brigantine BrUliarU, their 
agent or attorney, for tiie use of the said ownra^ and the 
captors.' 

The report of the committee on the resolution relative to 
a compensation for the staff of the army was taken into con- 
sideration, and after debate: 

Ordered, lliat the same, together witli a motion of iSi. 
[John] Sullivan, be referred to the Board of War. 

The report of the committee ||consisting of 1!ilr. Mathews, 
Mr. Carroll, Mr. Cl}rmer|| on the letter, of 22d April, from 
Major General the Marquis de la Fayette, was taken into 
consideration; Whereupon 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a just sense of the patri- 
otic and timely exertions of the Merchants of Baltimore who 
so generously supplied the Marquis de La Fayette with about 
two thousand guineas to enable him to forward the detach- 
ment under his Command. 

That the Marquis de La Fayette be assured that Congress 
will take proper measures to dischai^ the engagements he 
has entered into with the said Merchants. 

Thnt fof ' thiB - p a Tpo B o - CoDgro aB- will dn / w bill s on Fwuioe to - tho 
a mount - of ■a uch - en gftg waoB te-e u fe- of - the - fiw i b ■ monie e thoy - la ay-be 

> niis raaolntion WM ftlao entered inthemanusci^tSecietJoumal, Foreign Afitun. 
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nuthopia e d - te - dpftw foi> unle w in - tb e- mettBtim a' OthOT JOMear tA-eam 
bo a dop te d fop disehayging the B oicl dobbr 
Th a fe the 6i B t i poi -^ mph of t^uB - fopoi t- b e- publisbad in tboNowB 



The committee of the week mfiwje report; Whereupon, 

The Committee of the Week 

Report 
Nf 1. A Memorial from U Col? Smith praying an advance of 
money to enable him to join the Army in Virginia. 

Resolved, That a- w ft PF ft nt isBuo in his Eayor upon Thom as 8mA 
Loan offieop of -t be -S toto of Ponnaylyania for one thous a nd Doll a w of 
the Now EmiB a i e n a- on Aoeoun fcr Cotf Smith's Memorial be referred 
to the Board of War to take order. 

2. A Memorial from Benjamin Armitsge stating the losa he will 
sustain in his warrant upon M^ Hilliges the day of last 
and praying a renewall of the said warrant. 

Reaohed, That the scud Memorial be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

3. A Letter from Major Lomagne of Armands Legion praying 
for his pay, and leave of absence for six months. 

Resolved, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

4. A Letter from Alexander Dow. 

Ordered to lie on the table to be conffldered with the report from 
tiie Board of War upon a former memorial of the said Alex^ Dow.* 

Ordered, That the memorial of Lieutenant Colonel Smith 
be referred to the Board of War to take order, the resolution 
of 4 January notwithstanding;' 

That the memorial of B. Armitage be referred to the Boaid 
of Treaaury; 

That the letter, of 23, from Major Lomagne be referred to 
the Board of War; 

> This report, in the writing of Jahn MftthewB, ia im tiie Paptn of At (TmlvnenAil 
Congra*, No. 19, II, folio 233. 

' This report, in the writing of Samuel John Atlee, is in (he Papers of t!ie CcmH- 
ncrUal CmgroM, No. 32, folio 431. 

■This memorial u ia the Paper* of the ContinenUU Congreet, No. 41, IX, folio 160. 
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That the letter from Al^cander Dow lie on the table.^ 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.' 

FRIDAY, MAY 25, 1781 

A memorial from the honorable the minister plenipoten- 
tiary of France was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five, and 
that the committee confer with the superintendant of finance 
on such parts thereof as relates to money mattes: 

The members, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [Joseph] Jones, 
Mr. [John] \ntherspooa, Mr. [John] Sullivan, Mr. [John] 
Mathews. 

A memorial of John McClean was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The committee of the week delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, 

The committee upon the diBpatches report 

A letter from Qeneral Quest enclosmg a letter and his instructions 
from General Green, commandii^ his attendance in Maryland and 
Delaware for the purpose of receivii^ and forwarding the recruits 
&c. to the Southern Army and praying the sum of £400 in specie or the 
exchange to enable him to dischai^e his ezpences in. executing the 
above orders, and to enable him to proceed to the army. 

> Aimitoge's memorial, datsd Hay 19, 1781, ia in the Papfft of thi Cmlmental Qm- 
ffrat, No. 41, 1, folio 71; Lomagn«'a letter ia in No. 78, XIV, folio 437; Dow'g letter 
it ia No. 78, VII, folio 387. 

* The following motion wu made IliiB day by James Mitchell Vamum, as the indone- 
ment shows. It ia in the writiDg of Varonm and is in the Paperi of tiie Continmlal 
Congrat, No. 36, I, folio 187. 

Viieieaa, notwithetAnding Hie lUeolution of the of last, and llie meaauiGe 

taken by the Commander in Chief in pursuance thereof, the situation of the Southern 
Department has been such as hitherto to prevent the inquiry mentioned therein. 
And whereas Major General Oatee has applied to Congreae requeetii^ a speedy deciaion 
to the end that he may justify his conduct and be in a situation to render farther 
eervicee in the field. And whereas it appears to Congreaa by satiatactory information 
that the defeat of the Troops under the conmiand erf General Gates on the of 

last was owing to misfortune only and not chargeable to any misconduct in the 
Gen'. And it being impracticable for the Court of Inquiry to be convened during 
the present Campaign it is therefore Resolved that bo much of the said Reeolutioa aa 
respectB an inquiry into the conduct of General G&t«s during his command in the 
Southern Department be and the same is hereby repealed. 
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Ordered, That & letter, of 24, from Brigadier General Gist, 
with the papers enclosed, be referred to the Board of War to 
take order; ' 

That so much of the letter, of 25, from J. Cochran, director 
general, as respects the hospital surgeons, stores and farther 
appointments, be referred to the Medical Committee; 

That such parts of the same as respects depreciation and 
the pay of sui^eons be referred to the Board of War; and 

That such parts of the same as respects the postage of 
letters to and &om sm^eons be referred to the committee on 
the Post Office; 

That the resignation of Doctor Hagan be accepted; ^ 

A petition from Williata Trent and others praying leave to locate 
and survey certain lands granted to Geo. Crochan [Croghan] &c. 

That the petition of William Trent and others be referred 
to the committee on the petition of the Ilionois and Wabach 
companies.' 

The conmiittee ||consisting of Mr. Jones, Mr. Carroll, Mr. 
Sullivanll to whom was referred the letter of Governor Lee, 
of Maryland, of the 10- delivered in a report, which being 
read: 

Ordered, Tliat the Board of War take measures for obtain- 
ing p»*mi8sion to send into New York and Chwlestown, at 
the common expence, such quantities of tobacco as will be 
sufficient to discharge the arrears due from the American 
prisoners, who have been or now are in confinement, and for 
the future support of such as now are or hereafter may be 
in the power of the enemy; and report, from time to time, 
the quantities of tobacco necessary for these purposes.* 

1 Gist's letter is in the Paperi of tAc Ctmtinenbd Congrm, No. 78, X, folio 399. 

* Copies of extreu^ls from Codmui's letter are in Hie Papen of tin Continental Cortr 
yrew, No. 78, VI, foUos 33-36. 

'This report, in Uie writing of Samuel lohnAtlee, lain the Papen of tiit Continental 
Control, No. 32, foUo 159. Trent's petitioD, dftted Hay 21, 1781, is in No. 41, X, 
foUo 87. 

* This report, in the wri ting of Joseph Jones, is in the Pap«ri o/ tA« OmJiiwrUiiI Con- 
greu. No. 20, II, folio 231. 
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A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [Richard] Howly, 
one of the del^ates for the State of Georgia, a warrant issue 
in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissions of the conti- 
nental loan office for the State of Pen^lvania, for eight hun- 
dred dollars of the new emission;' and on the application 
of Mr. [William] Few, another del^ate for the State of 
Georgia, a warrant issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, com- 
mis»oner aforesaid, for six hundred dollars new emissions, 
for both which sums the State of Georgia is to be account- 
able;' 

That on the application of William Kinnan, (copper plate 
printer) a warrant issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, 
commissioner of the continental loan office for the State of 
Pensylvania, for twelve hundred dollars of the new emission 
on account: 

Ordered, That so much of the report as relates to Francis 
Bailey's accoimt be re-committed to the Board to take ords : 

Ordered, That the report on Mr. Pierce's letter; and the 
report on the account of the select men of Springfield, be 
re-committed. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab Office, May 84. 1781 
Snt, 

The Mercliiuits who are to pay the money for the cannon purchased 
of the Admiralty Board, ruse difficulties aa to payment, as some 
<A the parties who are to pay this money have demands for a propor- 
tion of it due for Shot and Shells, and tho' we are willing to deduct 
what is due on this account we cannot get the matter thro'. 

The money will be pud if the whole of it was transacted by the 
Commiasaiy General of Military Stores, and it would be easily done 
by him if the Bond or Note given to the Admiralty Board was as^gned 

) Thifl part of the report is in the Pa'pva of Ae CmtinciUoZ Congrat, No. 136, V, 
folio 329. 

■ This part of tba report is in the Papen o/ At Contmmlal Confrui, No. 136, V, 
MioSSl. 
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to Mt Hodgdon. But the resolve of Congress directing that the 
Admiralty Board should receive the momea, they do not cimsider it 
right for them to aafflgn the Bond on a supposition that it would not 
be a sufficimt discharge to them as we are informed. The iron 
masters are importuning us, and think it hard that they are prevented 
from remving the smail portion of their debts assigned them by any 
difficulties m^^y formal. We therefore beg leave to report, 

Ordered, That the Board of Admiralty assign to Samuel 
Hodgdon, assistant commissary general of military stores, 
the bond or note given for the purchase money of the cannon 
sold to sundry merchants of Philadelphia; and that the said 
Samuel Hodgdon collect and pay the monies due thereon, to 
the iron masters who have cast shot and shells for the United 
States, in proportion to their respective demands.' 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of William Clajon, secretary to 
Major GeQ«^ Gates and interpreto* to the northern depart- 
ment, for two hundred and forty-three dollars in bills of the 
new emission, eqxial to three months' pay and subsistance, 
for which sum the said William Clajon is to be accountable; ' 

War Ofpiob May £2^ 1781 
Sm, 

It appears by a letter from P. Y. Rmialaer having the direction of 
the Continental Armoury at Albany, that M^ William De Wit has 
accomodated him witii twelve thousand three hundred and sixty one 
dollars in bills (A the new emission which M^ Renslaer has applied to 
carry on the repairs of arms, and has drawn an order on the Board 
for payment, with which we are not capable of complying, and there- 
fore Me DeWit is left in a most unhappy situation. We know of no 
method to reUeve him in the smallest d^ee, unless Congress will be 
pleased to direct. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer of the State of New 
York, in favour of the paymaster of the Board of War and 
Ordnance, for twelve thousand three hundred and sixty-one 

' This report ia in tfa« Paptn o/tht Condnmtal C(m{pe»i, No. 147, V, lolio 171. 
> This report is in tike Faperi of 1A« CWUmcntoJ Omgren, No. 147, V, (olio 181. 
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dollars in bills of the new emission, to be transmitted to 
P. Van Rensalaer at Albany, to enable him to repay William 
de Witt the lite sum advanced by him to the said P. Van 
Rensalaer for carrying on the public armory at that place, 
for which P. V. Rensalaer is to be accountable;* 

Was Ofhob 2% £S. 1781 
Sib, 

The Bofird do themaelTw the honor to lay before Congress an 
estimate of Mr Hodgdon for 28S specie equal to 4560 dollars of the 
new emission, for the purpose of providing arms for Sixty Dragoons 
of the 41$ Regiment. 

As there is the strongest necessity that these troops should march 
without delay, to the southward, the Board request the money may 
be procured as soon as possible. 

If Congress concur with them in sentiment, they will be pleased to 
resolve, 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commissoner of 
the continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, in 
favour of Samuel Hodgdon, as^tant commissary general of 
military stores, for foiu* thousand five hundred and sixty 
dollars of the new emission, for the purpose of providing arms 
for the fourth regiment of dragoons:' 

Wab OiTiGB May SI'* 1781 
Sib, 

We receive daily demands from the Officers and Men of the regi- 
ment of Artificers in the deputaient of Commissary General of Mili- 
taiy Stores for the pay tmd depreciation due them as well those who 
were dismissed under the late resolution of Congress as those retained 
fai the service, all of whom are in a very destitute situation and their 
minds being thereby much embittered they are of consequence full 
of complaints and uneasiness. The Board applied to the Elzecutive 
of Pennsylvania to recommend the depreciation being made up to 
the regiment but without effect until at the last sitting of the 
Assembly a Committee of the house reported in favour of the Officers 
and Men retained for the war and left the others entirely without 

* Tbii report is in the Paptn oftht Continental Congrat, No. 147, V, folio 1S7. 

* tiaa r^Kjrt is in the Paptrt q/ llu Contmmtol Congrett, No. 147, V, folio 176. 
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proviaion. On the dlBchai^ of the men at Carlisle the Board recom- 
mended that the Certificates given them of their pay should be at the 
rate of twelve dollars specie per month to put them on a footing with 
the Artificers in the Quarter Master's Department and these men 
have their Certificates accordingly from their Officers; but we did not 
advert that the Resolve regulating the pay of this regiment, passed 
last winter, fixed it at twenty dollars in bills of the new emissions, 
and that on their first being raised in Januaiy 1777 their pay was 
fixed at twenty dollars p^ month, and agreeable to this Gen! Knox 
has given certificates to the Men disc^iaiged at Camp part of the Com- 
pany of this B^^eat in the Field at twenty dollars in the new bills 
recommending the dischai^ed Men in the warmest manner to the 
notice of Congress. We have no means of satisfying these persons 
and are constantly exposed to their importunities the justice of which 
we cannot contravert. We presume the twelve dollars in specie equal 
at the time in real value to the pay as fixed in the new bills and 
poasibly the States will more readily agree to make up the depreciation 
if the pay is reasonably fixed, we therefore submit to Congress the 
propriety of resolving 

"Hiat it be recommended to the States to which the Officers and 
Men of the regiment of Artillery Artificers late commanded by 
Colonel Benj? Flower belong to settle and pay the depreciation of 
their pay and chai^ the same to the United States. 

That the Officers and Men who have been left out of the service 
and discharged by virtue of the resolve of the 29^ day of March last 
be settled with by the States to the time of their quitting the service. 

That the pay of Officers of equal rank in the Artillery be allowed 
the ofGcers of the regiment of Artillery Artificers and a sum not 
exceeding twelve dollars and not less than ei^t dollars pf Month in 
specie or the value thereof be allowed to the Non Commissioned 
Officers and Privates of the said regiment. 

The reason of fixing the pay in the manner above mentioned is 
that the Board having had discretionary powers given them by 
Congress directed the Officers to settle with the Men according to 
their merit and on this plan the Soldiers disdiai^ed at Cu-lisle have 
received Certificates. We found on experience that the hopes of 
having the greater pay by greater industiy and attention to their 
business had a very good effect by stimulating the indolent and 
rewarding the meritorious.' 

'Thisraportiemthei'aiwrio/fbCMtHunJatCmirrsn, No. 147, V, folio 14S. 
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At a Boabd of Was, May ££". 1781 

Present M? Peten 

Col Grayson 

The Board have received a memorial from .ASezander Dow, late s 
Captain Lieutenant in the regiment of artificerB, who we have always 
understood to be a deserving, attentive officer. His case so far aa 
respects his pay in the regiment of artificers is comprehended in the 
report we had the honor to make on the subject of that raiment. 
As to his claim for depreciation, while he was in the army, previous 
to his discharge aa a supemtunerary Officer, it is a question which has 
not been decided upon by Congress, but whensoever it is determined 
no doubt ii'- Dow will partake of any regulation of a general nature, 
which Congress may be pleased to make, if any shall be thought 
neceaaary. Ha alledges he has not received his year's pay as Super- 
numerary Officer, and in some cases similar to his. Congress have 
directed that the year's pay shall be given in the new money. If 
they shall be pleased to order this in the case of Ms Dow it will be 
necessary to resolve 

That the Board of War draw a warrant on the Paymaster Oeneral 
in favor of Alexander Dow late a heutenant in Colonel Malcolm's 
regiment, for three hundred and twenty dollars, in bills of the new 
emiasions, being one year's pay due him, on hia being left out of the 
service as a Supemimierary Officer.* 

Ordered, That the reports of the Board of War respecting 
the regiment of artillery artificers luid respecting A. Dow, 
be re-committed. 

The report of the committee Hconsisting of Mr. Sullivan, 
}St. Vamum, Mr. Bland || on the letter, of 20 December last, 
from the Commander in Chief, was taken into consideration, 
having been debated by paragraphs; Whereupon, 

Resolved,'' That battdion promotions in the infantry, to t^e 
rank of commanding officer inclusive, where such battalion 
is annexed to any State, shall be in the line of such State: 

That in regiments of infanfsy or legionary corps, not 
annexed to particular states, promotions to the rank of comr 
mandiog officer inclusive, be regimental or legionary; 

>Thii report is in the Pajwrao^Ot OtntuunXal Cbnfnv, No. U7, V, folio 149. 
' nnm thi> prnnt tb« entri«a wra by Qeoige Bond. 
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Tbftt pTOmotioDfl id ■ tho nrtallofy bo yogimentoJ to the nak of ' Cftp - 
teina -and from thonoo to the »nk of oommnDding officer in e lu fl iyo - io 

Th a t ppoDiotioiia - in tho four o a tablishod rogimont B - of ■ e a yolgy - bo 
f ^^m e ntal to - tho mnh of C B pt ft in a nd - f roflt - tit e nee - to - tbe - raph - of -^WEtr 
mimding offieer - in the line of tho foup - Fepmen tB a t - laiy). 

That promotions in the cavalry and artillery, be r^imental 
to the rank of commanding officer incliisive: 

That the promoting of battalion officers to the rank of 
brigadiers, be confined to the following districts, in each of 
which brigadiers, when necessary, shall be made from the 
senior officer of that district, without regard to any particular 



That New Hampshire and Massachusetts, be entitled ^ 
tho - fltntod number of tho tfoop a of tho Army B hall in the 
opinio tt- ol -t h e- ComHumdGy in chief rondor it noooe e ftgy to 
%we four br^adiers; Rhode Island and Connecticut, two 
brigadiers; New York and New Jersey, including Colonel 
Hazen's regiment, two brigadiers; Pensylvania, two briga- 
diers; Delaware and Maryland, two brigadiers; Vij^inia, ead 
North Cojolinft f ot g three brigadiers; North Carolina, one 
brigadier; South Carolina and Georgia, one brigadier: 

That whenever a brigadier shall be wanting for t^e troops 
of either of those districts, he shall be made from the senior 
battalion officer without regarding the State to which he 



That in the cavfdry and artilleiy, brigadiers shall be made 
from the eldest regimental officers in those corps respectively : 

That major generals shall be made from the eldest briga- 
diers in the army, whether belonging to the infantry, cavalry 
or artillery: 

That all br^adiers hereafter to be made, shall have relative 
rank rejecting each oth^, agreeable to the date of their last 
battalion commissions, priority of appointment notwith- 
stfuidiug: 



dbjGoogle 



May, 1781 541 

That Tench . Tilghman, esq. receive f^e commission of 
lieutenant colonel in the line of the anny and take rank from 
the Ist April, 1777: 

That tSt. James McHenry receive the commission of major 
in the army of t^e United States, to take rank &om the 30th 
of October last: 

That officers not annexed to any line, serving in the family 
of the Commander in Chief, and those serving as aids-de- 
camps wiUi other general officers, retain the rank they now 
hold, and shall be eligible to command upon detachments 
when the Commander in Chief, or commanding officer of a 
department, shall think proper: 

A nd - b e- oD t itl e d to pFonte t i e D - wb<a - fe e ^be 8 fliiie the e ldoat offleew 
of - th ft t - nuik - io the line- e f bliu Am i y* 

Th a t YoIunteoT H a oFring - in -t ho ' Awny - m a y - with the a ppFobation of 
the - OwMBMi de p - m - Chiof - of-etMiimandfti ' of -«-fl op ftHi to « fmy re ew^e 
bMSTe t- oommifl B iona in the lowo a t gTOd<» - of •a ab a ltoros not to roooivo 
p a y till -p l ft oed in - eonunand and -fl hrit - no t- be - wi t a til fld to - h a lf ■ p fty-fe* 
l if e-t ilI -a DnM:ed - to -B oino - lm e» 

Tliat all officers who are hostages, and are liable to be 
called for by the enemy, and are not continued in the line of 
any State, shall be entitled to their full pay until redeemed, 
and to half pay for life afterward, in tJlie same manner as 
officers of equ^ rank reduced by the late arrangement: and 
that it be recommended to the respective states, ia the line 
of which they were at the time of their becomiz^ hostages, 
to make good to them their depreciation, and also to pay 
them such sums as are or may become due to them, and chaige 
the same to the United States: 

That lieutenant colonels commandants of battalions be 
not considered in different grades from other lieutenant 
colonels of the line.' 

' Here Cbarlu Thomaon reaumea the entriM. 
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Reeoived, That Coloael Moses Hazen be promoted to 
tiie rank of Brigadier b;' brevet.* 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, MAY a6, 1781 

A memorial of Jose da Fonseca Scares de Feguierido, 
lawful procurator and attorney of Joaquin Pedro Quintilla, 
a subject of the Crown of Portugal, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be r^erred to the Board of Admiralty. 

A report of the Board of War, on the letter from Brigadier 
General Gist, which was referred to than to take order, was 
brought in and read; Whereupon, 

Wis Ofsiob May £6. 1781 

If it is the iutentioii of Coi^reea that Qetteral Gist shall receire ihb 
amount of his request, which is four hundred pounds specie, or an 
equiTalent in paper money by a warrant on the State of Maryland. 
The Board beg leave to observe, that it will be proper to refer the 
papers to the Treasury Board, to take order, or direct that a warrant 
issue on the State of Muyland in favor of the Qeneral to tiiat amount, 
this Board not being authorized to draw warrants on any of the 
States.* 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on t^e commissioner of the 
continental loan office for the State of Maryland, in favour 
of the paymaster general, for three thousand dollars new 
emission, to enable him to pay Brigadier General Gist that 
sum on accoimt. 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] Bee: 

1 This nport, pwtljr in tb« vritiiig of John SuUivmn, is in die Pap«ra of tt« Conti- 
nmlal Ccm^eti, No. 152, X, folio 57. A copy of a dntft of the report, dated Mudi 
9, is in the WaMnglon Paptrt, 96, folio 144; uid a copy of thia draft with Waahr 
ington's conunenta, dated April 3, is in the Paptrt of UU Cotttinmtal Ctmgrai, No. 
162, X, folio 43. 

About this timeiTM received the petition of Roux A Co., dated Cape Fiangaia, 
April 21. It ia in the Paptn of the ContinenUU Congrta, No. 42, VI, folio 446; aikd 
the letter ol tranamitlAl is on folio 453. 

* This memorial lain die Pap«no/tft< Continental Omirn**, No. 42, III, folio 66. 

* Tbia leport is in the Paptn oftht QmtinenUi Congrat, No. 147, V, folio 167. 
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Ordered, That the Board of Treasury be discharged from 
taking order respecting the account of F. Bailey; and that a 
warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the conti- 
nental loan office for Pensylvania, in favour of the committee 
lately appointed to publi^ the Declaration of Independence, 
the Articles of Confederation, &c., for the sum of eight him- 
dred dollars new emission to enable them to pay for the 
publication of the said work. 

A letter from Geo. Nicholson to the dele^tes of Wginia 
was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board ot War. 

A report of the Board of Treasury was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. J[ohn] Mathews, 
one of the delegates for the State of South Carolina, a war- 
rant issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of 
the continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for 
twelve hundred dollars of the new emission, for which the 
State of South Carolina is to be accoimtable; 

That on the apphcation of Hall and Sellers, printers, a 
warrant issue in their favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner 
aforesaid, for one thousand dollars of the new emission on 
account, to enable them to cany on the printing business of 
the United States.' 

The committee to whom was refrared the memorial of the 
honorable the minister plenipotentiuy of France deHvered 
in a report; Whereupon, 

The Committee appointed to confer with the iduater of France 
on his memorisl of tiie 25"* of this month beg leave to report, 

That having conversed with him upon tlie reasons which induced 
his Most Chrifitian Majesty to alter the destination of the second 
division, which was intended for the defence of the United States, 
They find that the particular situation .of affairs in JEhirope, has 
induced him to take the necessaiy precautions and be in readiness to 

■ Tbu letter u in tlie Papon of &t Conlmmlal Cmgrtu, No. 7S, ZVII, folio 139. 

'TbiiKpart is in Oxe Papers o/th*CmlmmUU Congrtu, No. isis, V, folio $33. 
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defend hia own frontiers, and to prevent the effect of any stroke 
meditated against the Alliance. 

That to prevent the designs of tike pari^ in tiie United Pro-vinces 
deeirous of & reconciliation with Great Britain, and to encourage and 
support the party opposed to the measures of Britain, he has been 
obUged to furnish Ifiiid and sea forces both in Europe and the East 
Indies, which became necessary as Britain had already gained veiy 
great advantages over that Nation and their possessions in the East 
Indies are in a defenceless situation. 

Your Committee are of opinion, that the part of the Memorial 
respecting the subsidy and loan be referred to tiie Superintendent of 
Finance, and that he be directed to confer with the MiniHt^ of 
France on that subject.* 

Ordered, That so much of the said memorial as respects a 
subsidy and loan be referred to the superintendant of finance, 
and that he be directed to confer with the minister of France 
on that subject. 

The committee on the letter, of May 17, from tSi. R. 
Morris; 

The committee on the letter, of 22 and 27 April, from 
Major General Greene; 

The committee on the letter, of 16, from J. Howell; and 

The Medical Committee; deUvered in their respective 
reporte. 

The Medical Committee report that from a Certified account of 
Joseph Eaker, Surgeon's Mate, under the hands of Doctor William 
Shippeo, late Director General and Thomas Bond Purveyor, and a 
letter from the said Joseph Eaker, referred to them, it appears to 
your Committee that the said Eaker has been lately released from 
captivity where he had remained for seven months, that he is in 
much distress, and that there is due to him the said Eaker on account 
of pay and rations £444- 138- 3d — Your Committee therefore 
report, that a warrant issue in favour of D^ Thof Bond, Purveyor of 
General Hospital for a sum equal to £444- 13s- 3d to be paid to 
Joseph Eaker late Sui^eons Mate to the Hospital on discharge of the 

> Thifl report, in the writing of Bomel Curoll and John Mathews, u in the Paptrt qf 
tlu CotUinenUU Congrat, No. 25, 1, folio 417. 
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pay and r&tiooa due the said Eaker as appears hy Ihe aforesaid Cer^ 
tifisd soci.* 

The report of the committee Hconsisting of Mr. T^theiv 
spoon, Mr. Sullivan, 'Mi. M. Smith, Mr. Clymer|I on the letter 
from Mr. R. Monis ||with the plan of a buik|| was taken into 
conaderatiou; ' Whereupon, 

■ This report, in the writing of Theodorick Bland, is in th« Papvt of the Continental 
amgrtu. No. 19, II, folio 191. 

* TiLO pUn, in the writing of Robert Monis, is in the Paptn of the COTttinmlal 
Oongreu, No. 137, 1, folio 21, and is as follows: 

Plan/or etKAKAhtg a nolionoj iani in the UmUd Suna of North ATneriai. 

I. That a subocription be opened for four hundred thoiuftuddollan, in shareeoffoui 
fanndied doltui each, to be paid in gold or silver. 

II. rhat the suboo^tioas be paid into the hands of OeotgeClymer and John Nixon, 
eaqra. or their agents. 

III. lliat every subacriba at lea Qian flv« shares, pay the whole sum on llie day 
of bis subscription. 

IV. That every subscriber of five shares, or upwards, pay one-hall tlie sum on the 
day of his subscription, and the other half withhi three months of that day. 

V. That every holdet of a share eball be entitled to vote by himself, his agent, or 
proxy ptopwly appointed, stall elections for Directaas, and that he have as many votes 
as he holds shares; and that every subscriber may sell or transfer his ahaie or shares 
at his pleasure, Qte transfer being made in the bank books, in preeence and with the 
approbation of the proprietor, or his lawful attorney, the purchaser then to become 
entitled to the right of voting, Ac. 

VI. That there be twelve Directtns chosenfrom among those entitled to vote, viho, 
at their first meeting, shall choose one ss Pieeident. 

VII. Thattherebeameetingof the Directors qusiterly, for the pnipose of regulating 
the afEaira of the Bank; any seven of the Directors to makeaBoard, and thatthe Board 
have power to adjourn from time to time. 

VIJI. TluttlheBoardof Directors determine the manner of doing busineB, and the 
rules and forms to be pursued, appoint the various officers which they may find neces- 
Bsry, and dispose of the money and credit of the Bank for the interest and benefit of 
the proprietors, and make, from time to time, such dividends, out ot the profits, aa 
they may think proper. 

DC. That the Board be empowered, from time to time, to open new subscriptioiiB, 
for the purpose of increasing the capital ot the Bank, on such terms and conditions as 
they shall think proper. 

X. That the Board shall at every quarterly meeting, choose two Directws to inipect 
and conbol the businees of the Bank for the ensuing three months. 

XI. That the Inq>ectors so chosen, aball on the evening at every day, Sundays 
excepted, deUver to the Superintendent of the Finances of America, astate of the caih 
account and of the notes issued and received. 
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The Committee to whom was referred the letter from iSi. B. 
Mortifl of the 17 Uay 1781 together with a plan for estabUsbitig s 
National Bank, beg leave to Report, 

That they approve the said plan and are of opinion that when 
carried into Execution, it will promote the Interest of the Subscribe 
eis, facilitate the commercial intercourse of Individuals, and be 
highly convenient and advantageous to Oovemment. 

Your Committee therefore submit the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That Ck>ngres8 do approve of the plan for estab- 
Ushii^ a national bank in these United States, submitted to 
their consideration by Mr. R. Morris, the 17 day of May, 

1781; and that they will promote and support the same by 
such ways and means, from time to time, as may appear nec- 
essary for the institution and consistent with the public good: 
That the subscribers to the said bank shall be incorporated 
agreeably to the principles and tenns of the plan, imder the 
name of The President, Directors and company of the bank 
of North-America, so soon as the subscription shaJl be filled, 

Footnote continued. 

That the bank notes, payable on demand, ihall by law be made receivable in the 
duties and taxes of every State in the Union, and from the ieq>ective states by the 
treuuty of the United States aa epede. 

XII. Iliat the Superintendent of the Finances td America ehaU have a right, at all 
times, to exaoiiiie into the affaira of the Bank, and for that puipoie shall have occes 
to all the books and pi^>erB. 

XIII. That any Director oiofficerof the Bank, whoahall convert anyof the property, 
monies or credits thereof to his own use, or shall any other way be guilty of fraud or 
embezzlement, shall forfeit all bis share or stock to the company. 

XIV. That laws aliall be pa»ed making it febny without benefit of deigy, to 
commit such fraud or embezslement. 

XV. That the subacribera shall be incorporated under the name of the President, 
Directors and Company of the Bank of North America. 

XVI. That none of the Directors shall be entitled to any pecuniary advantage for 
his atteikdance on the duties of hisoffice as Director, or as President or Inspector, unless 
an alteration in this Teq>ect, shall hereafter be mode, by the conseat of a majority of 
the stock-holdere at a general election. 

XVII. That as soon as the subscription shall be filled, Geotge Clymer and Jdba 
Nixon, esqts. shall publish a list of the names and sums respectively subscribed, with 
tike places of abode of the subscribers, and appoint a day for the choice of Directors, 
to whom, when chosen, they shall deliver over the money by them received. 

This plan is followed by observations, also in Morris's writing, on folio 23. 
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the directors and president chosen, and application for that 
purpose made to Congress by the president and directors 
elected. 

On the question to agree to this paragraph, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. T[homa8] Smith, 



Neu) Ham-paMre, 






Virginia, 




Mr. Sulliyan, 


ay 




Mr. Jones, 


ay 


liveimore, 


ay 


ay 


Madison, 


no 


MwisiuihiBeai, 






Bland, 


ay 


Mr. Lovell, 


no 




M. Smith, 


ay 


Ward, 


no 


no 


Norih Carolina, 




BUde hhmd, 






Mr. Sharpe, 


«y 


Mr. Vamum, 


ay 


* 


Johnston, 


ay 


Omnecticvi, 






South Carolina, 




Mr. Huntington, 


ay 


* 


Mr. Mathews, 


ay 


New Jeney, 






Bee, 


ay 


Mr. Witheispoon, 


ay 




Motte, 


ay 


Houston, 


. ay 


ay 


Georgia, 










Mr. Walton, 


ay 


Mr. 0ymer, 


ay 


div. 


Few, 


ay 


T. Smith, 


no 


Howly, 


ay 


Maryland, 










Mr. Jenifer, 


ay 








CJITOU, 


ay 


ay 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several states 
by proper laws for that pmpoee, to provide that no other 
bank or bankers shall be established or permitted within the 
said states respectively during the war. 

Resolved, That the notes hereafter to be issued by the said 
bank, payable on demand, shall be receivable in payment of 
all taxes, duties and debts due, or that may become due or 
payable to the United States: 

Resolved, That Congress will recommend to the several 
l^;islatures to pass laws, making it felony without benefit of 
clei^, for any person to counterfeit bank notes, or to pass 
such notes, knowing them to be counterfeit; also making it 
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felony without benefit of clei^, for any president, inspector, 
director, officer or SCTvant of the bank, to convert any of the 
property, money or credit of the said bank to his own use, 
or in any other way to be guilty of fraud or embezzlement 
as an officer or servant of the bWt.' 

The report of the committee |[consisting of Mr. Jones, Mr. 
Jenifer, Mr. Mathewsjl on the letters from Major General 
Greene was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

The committee to whom were referred the letters of Major Qeneral 
Greene of the 22^ and ST*" of ^ril with their enclosures, Report, 

Ordered, That a copy of Major General Greene's letter 
of the 22 of April, be transmitted to the executives of the 
states from New Hampshire to New Jersey, both inclurave; 
that the said states respectively may have before them, as 
fully as the same is communicated to Congress, the dai^r- 
ous situation of the southern states; and from a knowledge 
of their circumstances, and conmd^ufdon of their distress, 
may be prompted to make the ufanost exertions for sending 
forward to the main army their quotas of men, ^reeably to 
the requisitions of Congress of the 3d and 2lst day of October 
last, whereby alone the Commander in Chief can be enabled 
to give effectual succour to the southern states and prosecute 
with vigour the epilations of the ensuing campaign.* 

■ 'Dua report, in the vritlng of Robert Moiria, is in the Paper* of the QmtmmtiU 
Oongrat, No. 137, 1, folio 29. 

The foUowing, in John SaQivan'B writdng, ia in No. 28, foUo 139; appaientiy, it wm 
not adopted: 

The Committee appointed 
\ >t) E If T O I n mr n rt IImI thi Bur f trint t mitt^ if nnmT Hn 'i i ii l Yiirfnrr frT\m hin j Im 



Baolved, Ihat die Snperinlendant of Finance be empowered to punnie nicli meaa- 
vee, aa he BtBj dunk proper for exporting and importing gooda money and other 
artides at the risk and for Qie account of the United States, at imdi time and in such 
manner aa he shall deem neceaaary and useful to the public Service. 

■ This report, in the writing cf Joeeph Jonea, is in the FajMn o/ the OinKfiwntoI Gm- 
0n>i, No. 19, U, folio 481. 



d by Google 



May, 1781 549 

The report of the committee [Iconsifitiiig of Mr. Vomum, 
Mr. Motte^lfr. Carroll, || on the letter of J. Howell, auditor 
of accounts in the main anny, was taken into consideration; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the oflScera of the flying camp, [lately 
returned from captivity, be allowed depreciation by their 
respective states, in. the same maimer as officers of lines in 
such states: 

That in settling the accounts of officers returned from 
captivity, and who are entitled to the benefits of the resolu- 
tions of the 24th of November, 1778, and 22d of May, 1779, 
the auditors allow the year's pay mentioned in said resolu- 
tions in bills of the new emission, issued agreeably to the 
resolution of the 18th of March, 1780, and which shall be 
paid by the paymaster general: 

That auditors of the army cannot take notice of breaches 
of parole till the same be ascertained by coiuls-martial, and 
that the pay of such officers will vary from that of other 
officers, according to the sentence, and not otherwise.] ' 

On motion of Mr. [John] Wltherspoon, seconded by "Mr. 
[ Jamee] Lovell : 

Ordered, That the secretary treat with Mr. R. Aitkin for 
the pturchase of two hundred copies of the first and second 
volumes of the Journals of Congress for the use of the United 



Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, HAY a8. 1781 

A letter, of March 12, 1781, from the honorable Doctor B. 
Franklin was read, with sundry papers enclosed : 

Ordered, That the same be refened to the committee on 
the memorial frvm the honorable the minister of France. 

■ This report. In tho writing of Jtmea IGtcbell Vanram, ia in tbe Pajun of At Gmti- 
lunlol Congrtu, No. 19, III, folio 211. 

The portioD in brAcketa wv entered in the Journal bf Oeoige Bond. 

■A letter, of May 21, from Major General St. Clair was read, as the in^nement 
■tatei. ItiaiathePajwno/tAtContinenialCon^w, No. lei, folio &2e. 
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A letter, of 19 Maj-ch, from the honorable Colonel J. 
Laurens was read.* 

A conunittee of the week was elected : 

The members, Mr. jTrUliam Churchill] Houston, Mr. [WU- 
liam] Few, Mr. [Artemus] Ward. 

A report from the Bofu^ of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab Opfiob i% Se. 1781 
Sib, 

l^e Board have received the enclosed letters from Col : Pickering, 
by which it appears that the resolve of Congrees ordering Mi Bradford 
to deUver all the duck proper for Teni* to the Q. M. G haa had very 
Uttle effect from the limited terma in which it is conceived, the most 
rigid construction having been put on the words proper for Tents. 
The greater part of the duck is of the heavier kind, and much of this 
is wanted for sails for the Gun Boats and Craft on the North River, 
and the whole of it may be advantageoudy exchanged for Raven's 
Duck, which is the sort proper for Tents and wagon covers. The 
foundation of the exact attention which w paid to the words of the 
resolve, proper for Tents, appears to be that the Duck is to be sold 
to raise money for the Navy. As tiiis is a circumstance we were 
unacquainted with, we leave it to the determination of Congress, 
whether the essential article of Tent« is not of the most consequence 
to the pubhc, and it is needless to mention how incapable the Q. M. G 
is to purchase them or procure wa^;on covers, and sails for the Craft 
on the North River which will be very necessary if any operations of 
importance take place in that quarter. There are in the possession 
of M: Bradford 120 Bales containing from nine to twelve pieces in a 
Bale, so that there are at least one thousand pieces, which at a mod- 
erate computation will make more than three thousand Tents, an 
object of the first consequence in our present situation. We submit 
t^e following resolution for the consideration of Congress. Should 
Congrees agree to it the Q. M. G will be enabled to have a number of 
Tents independent of State supplies which at best appear to be very 
uncertain, both as to time and quantity. If the Tent cloth should 
arrive from France, and there should be more than ia wuited in the Q. 
M. G's department. Congress may order as much to the Admiralty 
Board, as will be an equivalent for the Duck in M^ Bradford's hands, 
and in the mean time the Tents will be making up. 

> Fnnklin'Bletteru printed in tbeiKpIomotic Q>rretjnmdmo»Q/AiAvuriemIiMiobf 
ticm (Wharton) IV, 2fil. 
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Ordered, That all the duck of whatever description, belong- 
ing to the United States, in the hands of the continental 
agrait at Boston, be delivered to the quartermaster general, 
or his order; that so much thereof as is suitable may be made 
up into tents, and the residue, (except so much as is necesseuy 
for other uses in the quartermaster general's department,) be 
exchanged for light duck of other materials fit for tents, and 
the materials produced by such exchange be immediately 
made up into tents for the use of the army.' 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
pajrmaster general in favour of Major Lomagne for two 
hundred and tw^ity-five dollars in bills of the new emission, 
equal to three months' pay and subsistance, for which sum 
he is to be accountable. " 

A letter, of 26, from the Board of War was read, respecting 
the removal of the Convention prisoners." 

The report of the committee on the letter, of 6th Novem- 
ber, 1780, from the honorable J. Jay, was taken into consid- 
^^tion and agreed to. 

On the report of a committee to whom was referred 
a letter of the 6th November, 1780, from the honourable 
J. Jay, Congress agreed to the following letter: 
Sir, 

Your letter of the 6th of November last, detailing 
your proceedings from the 26th of May down to that 
period, has been received by the United States in Con- 
gress assembled. At the same time was received your 
letter of the 30th of November, with the several papers 
therein referred to. 

It is with pleasure, ear, I obey the direction of Con- 
gress to inform you, that throughout the whole course 
of your negotiations and transactions, in which the 

^TUenportiBintiMPajienoftht Ccmiinenial Cmgrtm, No. 147, V, folio 185. 
■ Thii iflpcrt is in Qie Paptn of (Ac Cttt^menial Cmgrat, No. 147, V, folio 189. 
• This letter ia in the Paptn ojtht CotUmentai Contrm, No. 148, 1, folio 879. 
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utmost address and discenunent were often necessary to 
reconcile the respect due to the dignity of the United 
States with the ui^ency of their wants, and the com- 
plaisance expected by the Spanish court, your conduct 
is entirely approved by them. It is their instruction 
that you continue to acknowledge, on all suitable occa- 
sions, the grateful impression made on these states by 
the friendly dispo«tiou manifested toward them by his 
Gatholick Majesty, and particularly by the proofs given 
of it in the measures which he has taken, and which 
it is hoped he will further take, for preserving their 
credit, and for aiding them with a supply of clothing 
for thdr army. You are also authorised and instructed 
to disavow, in the most podtive and explicit terms, 
any secret understanding or n^otiation between the 
United States and Great Britain; to assure his Gatholick 
Majesty that such insinuations have no other source 
than the insidious de»gns of the common enemy; and 
that as the United States have the hi^est coi^dence 
in the honour and good faith both of his Most Ctiristian 
and of his Gatholick Majesty, so it is their inviolable 
determination to take no step which shall depart, in 
the smallest d^ree, from their engagements with either. 
Should the Gourt of Spain persist in the refusal inti- 
mated by its minister to accede to the treaty between 
the United States and his Most Ghristian Majesty, or to 
make it the ba«s of its n^otiations with you, the di£B- 
culty, it is conceived, may easily be avoided by omitting 
all express reference to that treaty, and at the same 
time conforming to the principles and tenor of it; and 
you are accordingly authorised so far to vary the plan 
of your ori^nal instructions. As his Most Ghristian 
Majesty, however, may justly expect, in a matter which 
so nearly concerns him, and which was brought into 
contemplation in the treaty he so magnanimously 
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entered into with these states, the strongest marks of 
attention and confidence, you will not fail to maintain, 
in the several steps of your negotiation, a due cooununi- 
cation with his minister at the Court of Spain, and to 
include his interests as far as circumstances will warrant. 
You are authorised to acquaint his Catholick Majesty 
that not only entire liberty will be granted, during the 
war at least, to export naval stores for the royal marine, 
but that every facility will be afforded for that purpose. 
CongreBB are willing to deliTnr over to his Catholick Majeaty's 
rwtMBrt service the 74 gun ship now on the stocks at Portsmouth 

in New Hampshire, on his replacing all the expences, as 
neariy as they can he liquidated, which shall have been iacuired at 
the time of her actual transfer. The first cost &a she now stands is 
upwards of 60,000 Spanish milled dollars. The further cost of com- 
pleting her hull and launching her will it is computed amount to 
upwards of 40,000 more. All the materials necessary for rigging and 
arming her must he imported. No engagement can be made for 
American seamen to navigate her. 

As Congress have no control over the captains of 
private vessels, however proper your hints may be of 
obli^ng them to give a passage to American seamen 
returning home from foreign porta, and to send an officer 
with the despatches entrusted to them for foreign minis- 
ters, it is Impracticable to carry them into execution, 
you will therefore continue to provide for these objects, 
for the present, in the best manner you can. As soon 
as the United States are in condition to establi^ con- 
suls in the principal porta of the states with which they 
have intercourse, the difficulty will be removed; or if 
fmy other practicable remedy be suggested in the mean 
time, it will be applied. 

The letter, of which you enclose a copy, from Stephen 
Audibert Caille, styling himself consul for imrepre- 
sented nations at the Court of Morocco, had before been 
received through the bands of Doctor Franklin. If 
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you shall see no objection to the contrary, you will 
correspond with him, and assure him in tenns the most 
respectful to the emperor, that the United States in 
Congress assembled entertain a sincere disposition to 
cultivate the most perfect friendship with him, and 
that they will embrace a favourable occasion to announce 
their wishes in form. 

The generous and critical services rendered these 
United States by Messrs. Neufville and Son have recom- 
mended them to the esteem and confidence of Congress. 
You will signify as much to them, and that their services 
will not be forgotten, whenever a prop^ occa^on o£fer8 
of promoting their interests. 

Your intimation with respect to complimenting his 
Catholick Majesty with a handsome fast sailing packetr 
boat, claims attention; but the variety of public em- 
barrassments will render the execution of it very uncer- 
tain. 

Congress agree to an extension of Colonel Livingston's 
furlough, till the further order of Cor^ress, which you 
will make known to him. 

Your letter of the 16th day of September last was 
received on the 4th day of December. No bills have 
been drawn on you dnce. That of the 28th January 
was received on the 27th day of April; and in conse- 
quence of it the sale of the bills already drawn, but then 
remaining on hand, was countermanded. 

By a letter from Mr. Carmichael, dated the 22d of 
February, and received on the 27th of April last, Con- 
gress are informed that you had received despatches 
from them dated in October. These must have con- 
tained their instructions to you to adhere to the claim 
of the United States to the navigation of the 1 
A reconsideration of that subject determined ( 
on the 15th day of February last, to recede from that 
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instruction so far as it insisted on their claim to the 
navigation of that river below the thirty-first d^ree 
of north latitude, and to a free port or ports below the 
same. On the receipt of this latter instniction, Con- 
gress have little doubt that the great obstacle to your 
n^otiatioDS will be removed, and that you will not 
only be able, without further delay, to conclude the 
proposed alliance with his Catholick Majesty, but that 
the liberality and friendly disposition manifested on the 
part of the United States by such a cession will induce 
tiim to afford them some substantial and effectual aid 
in the article of money. The loss attending the n^o- 
tiation of bills of exchange has been severely felt. A 
supply of specie throtigh the Havanna would be much 
more convenient and acceptable.' 
A motion of A&. [Meriwether] Smith was taken into con- 
sideration; after debate: 

Whereaa, there is a great deficiency of proTisions in the Magazinee 
at and near the posts upon the Hudson's Biver, notwithstandii^ the 
requisitions of Congress and the engagements of the respective states 
for furnishing adequate quimtities of the same; and whereas im imme- 
diate supply alone can prevent the most fatal consequoicee, and 
enable the Commander in Chief of the Army, to pursue witii vigour 
and success the great objects of the Campaign; and whereas tiie exer- 
tions of the Executives in many of the States have not been sufficient 
to call forth their resources notwithstanding the most u^ent necessity; 
Be it therefore 

Beaolved, that the Commander in Chief aforesaid be, and he is 
hereby fully autiioiised and im[>owered to take by impressing, or 
othowise such quantities of provisions in the respective States as 
have been assessed upon them by the Resolutions of Congress of the 
twenty fifth of February 1780 and of the fourth of November 1780, 
or so much tiiereof as the said States or any of them have been 
deficient in supplying agreeable to the requisitions aforesaid; and in 

■Thia letter was entered only in the muiuscript Secret Joumal, Foieign Attain, 
In Secret Journal No. 4, and irf'Secret Jonnul No. 6, Vol. Ill, The diah, in the 
writing of JanMi Hadison, ia in the Paptn o/tht ConUntnbd CoHf/rtu, No. 26, I, 411. 
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case larger quaatities of provision should be taken ftvm any of the 
States than their proportion aforesaid the same shall be paid for in 
gold and silver or other money equivalent with interest as soon as 
tile finances of the United States will admit of it. 

Be it also resolved that the Commander in Chief aforesaid, caose 
sufficient carriages to be obtained by impress or otherwise for trans- 
porting such provision from the respective places of collection to 
such other places as he shall think proper, and that he order certifi- 
cates to be given for all provision so taken and for teams or other 
carriages to transport the same. And be it further resolved that the 
powers herein granted to the Commander in Chief continue for the 
space of six months, unless sooner revoked by Congress, and that he 
be fully impowered and directed to execute the same, in oo e e of nee ee 
flity - by - m fl it ft iy - foF e O 'ft pd ' to c a ll on th e eaeou<ave of tfie FC B peetiT C 
fltote s foF 'g aob a id^ by all ways and means that to him shall appear 
conducive thereto or the necessity of the case may require. And the 
Board of War is hereby ordered to transmit forthwith to the Com- 
mander in Chief an account of the specific supplies furnished by the 
respective States according to the returns that have been made.^ 

Ordered, That it be refen:ed to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [John] Sullivan, iSr. [William Churchill] 
Houston, Mr. [John] Itfathews. 

The committee to whom was referred ihe memorial from 
the honorable the minister of France reported the substance 
of a conference they have had with the said minister: 

On the 22d of May the minister of France transmitted 
to Congress a letter from his Most Christian Majesty, in 
answer to theirs of the 22d of November last, and which 
is as follows: 

To our very dear great friends and allies the President 
and members of the Congress of Uie United States 
of North America. 
Very dear great Friends and Allies, 

We have received your letter of the 22d of November 
last, which you directed Dr. Franklin to deliver. We 
have seen therein with pain the picture of the distressed 

> This motitm. In the writing of Mniwethar Smith, ia m the Fajxn <tf Iht Omtmantal 
Congrtm,Vo.U,l,loUal85, Itiaindoned: "AugtiBt24,1781,iu>ttob6Bctedupaa." 
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state of your finances, and have been so affected that 
we have determined to assist you as far as our own wants 
and the extraordinary and enormous expences of the 
present war in which we are engaged for your defence, 
will permit. The chevalier de la Luzerne is enjoined to 
inform you more particular^ of our intentions. And 
we are persuaded that the details which he will make 
will induce you to exert your utmost efforts to second 
ours, and will more and more convince you how sin- 
cerely we interest OTirselves in the cause of tJie United 
States; and that we employ all the means in our power 
to make it triumphant. You may rely on oiu" perse- 
verance in the principles which have hitherto directed 
our conduct. It has been fully proved, as well as the 
sincere affection we entertain for the United States in 
genecaX, and for each in particular. We pray God to 
have you, very dear great friends and aUiee, in his holy 
protection. 
"Written at Veraailles, the 10th March, 1781. Your 
good friend and ally. 

Louis. 

GRAVOra DE VeBQENNXS.' 

At the time the minister of France transmitted the 
for^^ing letter, he informed Congress that he had 
received despatches containing matters of great impor- 
tance which he would hasten to communicate as soon 
as his letters were all deciphered. 

Accordingly on the 25th of May he sent to Congress 
the following memorial: 

Philadelphia, May $S, 1781. 

The underwritten minister plenipotentiaiy of France 
has the honor to inform Congress, that the second 
division of the troops conomanded by the Count de 

> This lett« ia printed in Qie iKpIimuitfe OnrMpcmiienM cf the Ameriean Seeolutum 
(Wharton), IV, 277. 
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Rochambeau of the fleet destined for the protection of 
the coasts of the Umted States could not be expedited, 
nor are they to be expected this campaign. Measures 
however are taken to reinforce the corps now at Rhode 
Island, and to despatch some vessels of force to join 
the squadron and enable it to put to sea. The under- 
written entreats that Congress would be pleased to name 
a committee to whom he will communicate the causes 
of this change, and they will therein find new proofs of 
wisdom in the motives which direct the conduct of his 
Majesty. But although for very important reasons he 
is deprived of the pleasure of assisting the United States 
with so considerable a fleet and army as was proposed, 
he will not be wanting in the most vigorous efforts 
against the enemy; and he trusts that the powerful 
diversions he shall make will prevent them from under- 
taking any enterprise which may not be baffled by the 
resources and courage of the United States. The king 
has at the same time resolved to pve them a new proof 
of his affection, and of his earnest desire to remove the 
difflculties which th^ find in procuring funds to enable 
them to act with vigour and efficacy during the present 
campaign. With this view, notwithstanding the eaat- 
mous expences he is obliged to incur in supporting the 
war in which he is engaged, the Ung has resolved to set 
apari^ a considerable sum which is to be applied to the 
purchase of the clothing, arms and ammunition, which 
Dr. Franklin was instructed to apply for. Upon this 
object, the Count de Veigenues is to consult with that 
minister ; and Mr. Neckar proposes to take the necessary 
measures for procuring the articles of a good quality and 
at a reasonable price. The king has resolved to grant 
the United States a subsidy of six millions livies toumois, 
and to enable Dr. Franklin to borrow four millions more 
for the service of this year. It is presumed that the 
whole amount of the six millions will not be wanted 
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for the purchase of the articles required: in that case 
it is his Majesty's intention that the surplus be at the 
disposal of Congress, or of the supraintexident of their 
finances, if they think proper to entrust him with the 
manag^nent of it. It was not possible for the court, 
considering the hasty departure of the frigate which 
brought the despatches, to determine the amount of the 
suppHes after the purchase of the above mentioned 
articles; but as the wants of the United States seem 
hot to admit of delay, the Chevalier de la Luzerne, with- 
out wmting for farther orders, undertakes of himself 
to fix it at one million five himdred thousand livres 
toumois. And if Coi^ress think that the whole amount 
of this sum is wanted, he will immediately inform his 
court thereof, that measures may be taken for the punc- 
tual dischai^ of the bills that may be drawn. As it is 
the king's intention to establish the greatest regularity 
in the payments, it will be prop^ for the underwritten 
minist^ to confer with Congress, or the superintend^it 
of finance, and to agree upon the drafts to be made, and 
the usances at which they shall be payable. It is neces- 
sary that the terms of payment be at a considerable dis- 
tfmce one from another, lest the department of finance 
should not be in cohdition to pay such laige sums at 
short periods. The king's intention in granting the 
United States this gratuitous subsidy is to enable them 
to act with vigour during the present campaign. And 
his majesty desires that Congress would give the necea- 
saiy orders, that the whole may be applied to this 
important object, which does not admit of any delay. 
The communications which the underwritten minister is 
charged to make to Congress will convince them that 
not a moment's time is to be lost.' 

' TUa Tranon of Qm memtsial is taken bom the printed Secret JburniJ. Another 
tiuuUtion ia printed ia the DiplamatM Corraponiertet <^ tA« Aimtvibj^ ii«>oIu(um 
(Wlivton), IV, 434. 
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Oa the 26th May tiie minister sent to Cbngrees another 
memorial as follows: 

PhUiADBLPHia, May ^, 1781. 

The underwritten minister plenipotentiary of France 
has received orders to communicate to Congress some 
important details touching the present situation of sun- 
dry affairs in which the United States are immediately 
interested. The most essential respects some overtmcs 
which announce, on the part of Great Brit^, a desire 
of peace. The Empress of Russia having invited the 
king and flie Court of London to take her for mediatrix, 
t^e latter court conadered this as a formal offer of 
mediation, and accepted it. It appeared at the same 
time to desire tlie emperor to take part therein; and 
this monarch has in fact proposed his co-mediation to 
the belligerent powers in Europe. The Ving could not 
but congratulate himself on seeing so important a n^o- 
tiation in the hands of two mediators whose understand- 
ing and jusUce are equal. Neverthel^s, his Majesty 
actuated by his affection f ot the United States, returned 
for answer, that it was not in his power to accept the 
oSfxs made to him, and that the consent of his allies was 
necessary. The king wishes to have this consent before 
he formally accepts the proposed mediation. But it is 
posfflble that circumstances joined to the confidence he 
has in the mediators, and the justice of his cause, and 
that of the United States his alli^, may determine him 
to enter upon a negotiation before the answer of Congress 
can reach him. But in either case, it is of great impor- 
tance that this assembly should give their plenipoten- 
tiary instructions proper to announce their disposition 
to peace, and their moderation, and to convince the 
powers of Europe that the independence of the thirteen 
United States, and the engagements they have con- 
tracted with the king, are the sole motives which deter- 
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mine them to continue the war; and that whenever they 
shall have full and satisfactory assurances on these two 
capital points, th^ will be ready to conclude a peace. 
The meaner of conducting the negotiation, the extent 
of the powers of the American plenipotentiary, the use 
to be made of them, and the confidence that oi^t to 
be reposed in the French plenipotentiaries and the king's 
ministers, are points which should be fully discussed 
with a committee. And the underwritten minister 
entreats t^t Congress would be pleased to name a com- 
mittee, with whom he wiU have the honour to treat. 
He thinks that this assembly will be senmble that the 
king could not give a greater mark of his affection for 
the thirteen United States, or of his attachment to the 
principles of the alliance, than by determining not to 
enter upon a negotiation before they were ready to take 
part therein, although, in other respects, his confidence 
in the mediators, and the relation he stands in to one 
of them, were sufficient motives to induce him to accept 
their offers. Congress are too sensible of the uncertainty 
of n^otiations of this sort not to know, that the moment 
of opening them is that precisely when the efforts against 
the enemy ought to be redoubled; and that nothing 
can facilitate the operation of the ne^tiators so much 
as the success of the arms of the allies; t^t a check 
would be productive of disagreeable consequences to 
both, and that would rise in their pretenaons, their 
haughtiness, and obstinacy, in proportion to the languor 
and slackness of the confederates. 

The undersigned will have the honour to communi- 
cate to the committee some circimsstances relative to 
tiie sending Mr. Cumberland to Madrid; to the use which 
Mr. Adams thought he was authorised to make of his 
plenipotentiaiy powers; to the misaon of Mr. Dana; 
to the association of tbe neutral powers, and to the 
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present state of affairB in the south. Congress will find 
new motives for relying on the good will of the king, 
and on the interest he takes in favour of the United 
States in general, and of each one of them jn particular. 
Lb Cheve. db i^a Luzebnz:/ 

The two foregoing memorials were r^erred to "Mr. 
[Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [Joseph] Jones, Mr. [John] Wither- 
spoon, Mr. [John] Sullivan and Mr. [John] Mathews, who 
were instructed to confer with the minister, and receive 
his communications. 

May 28. The committee, appointed to confer with 
the minister of France, report. 

That the minister commimicated some parts of a 
despatch which he had received from the coimt de 
Vergennes, dated the 9th March, 1781. That the re- 
solves of Congr^s which had been adopted on the 
association of the neutral powers, w@re found v&ry wise 
by the coimcil of the king; and that it was thought 
they might be of service in the course of the n^otia- 
tion. The French ministry did not doubt but they 
would be very agreeable to the Empress of Russia. 
But they were not of the same opinion with respect to 
the appointment of Mr. Dana, as a minister to the 
Court of Fetersbui^. The reason is that Catharine the 
second has made it a point, until now, to profess the 
greatest impartiality between the belligerent powers. 
The conduct she pursues on this occasion is a conse- 
quence of the expectation she has that peace may be 
re-established by her mediation; therefore she could by 
no means take any step which might show on her ade 
the least propension in favour of the Ammcans, and 
expose her to the suspicion of partiality towards America, 
and of course exclude her from the mediation. The 

' This memorial is printed in the iKplonutfte Corrapondaut of tht Amitriean Rev- 
(rfutwm (Whuton), IV, 440. 
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appointment of Mr. Dana, therefore, appears to be at 
leaat premature; and the opmion of the council is that 
this deputy ought not to make any use of his powers at 
this moment. In case he apphes to the Count de Ver- 
gennea for advice, he will be desired to delay mftlring any 
use of his powers. The count observes, it would be dis- 
agreeable to Congress that their plenipotentiary should 
meet with a refusal, that their dignity would be offended, 
and that such a satisfaction ought not to be given to 
the court of London, especially when n^otiations of a 
greater moment are about to commence. However, the 
French minister had orders to assure the committee 
that his court would use all their endeavours in prop^ 
time to facilitate the admission of the plenipotentiary 
of Congress. 

The minister communicated to the committee several 
obsra^ations respecting the condi^t of Mr. Adams; 
and in doing justice to his pataiotick character, he gave 
notice to the committee of several circumstances which 
proved it necessary that Congress should draw a line 
of conduct to that minister of which he might not be 
allowed to lose sight. The minister dwelt especially on 
a circumstance already known to Congress, namely, the 
use which Mr. Adams thought he had a right to make 
of his powers to treat with Great Britain. The minister 
concluded on this subject, that if Congress put any 
confidence in the king's friendship and benevolence; if 
they were persuaded of his inviolable attachment to 
the principle of the alliance, and of his firm resolution 
constantly to support the cause of the United States, 
they would be impressed with the necessity of prescrib- 
ing to their plenipotentiary a perfect and open confidence 
in the f^nch ministers, and a thorough reliance on the 
king^ and would direct him to take no step without 
the approbation of his Majesty; and after giving him, 

BSKl*— TOL 30-11 » 
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in his instanictiona, the principal and most important 
outlines for his conduct, they would order him, with 
respect to the manner of carrying them into execution, 
to receive his directions from the Count de Vei^nnes, 
or from the person who might be charged with the 
negotiation in the name of the kii^. The minister 
observed that this matter is the more important, 
because, being allied with the United States, it is the 
business of the king to support their cause with those 
powers with whom Congress has no connexion, and 
can have none, until their independence is in a fair 
train to be acknowledged. That the king would make 
it a point of prudence and justice to support the min- 
ister of Congress; but in case this minister, by aiming 
at impossible things, formir^ exorbitant demands, 
which disinterested mediators might think ill-founded, 
or perhaps by misconstruing his instructions, should 
put the French n^otiators under the necessity of pro- 
ceeding in the course of the negotiation without a con- 
stant connexion with him, this would give rise to an 
unbecoming contradiction between France and the thir- 
teen United States, which could not but be of very bad 
effect in the course of the negotiation. 

In making these observations the minister remarked,, 
that it was alwa}^ to be taken for granted, that the 
most perfect independency is to be the foundation of 
the instructions to be given to Mr. Adams; and that 
without this there would be no treaty at all. The 
Count de Vergennes observes that it is of great impor- 
tance that the instructions aforesaid be given as soon 
as possible to Mr. Adams. And the minister desired 
the committee to press Congress to have this done 
with all possible despatch. He commxmicated to the 
committee the following particulars, as a proof that 
this matter admits of no delay, and that it is probable 
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the n^iotiation will very goon be opened. He told the 
committee that the English ministry, in the false sup- 
position that they might prevail on the Court of Madiid 
to sign a separate peace, had begun a secret negotiation 
mth that court by the means of Mr. Cumberland, but 
without any success. That the Court of Spain had 
constantly founded her answer on her engagements 
with his Most Christian Majesty. That on the other 
ude, the King of France had declared to the king his 
cousin, that the independence of the United States, 
either in fact, or aclmowledged by a solemn treaty, 
should be the only foundation of the negotiations of 
the Court of France with that of London. That the 
British court not seemii^ to be disposed to grant the 
independency, it appeared the negotiation of Mr. Cum- 
berland was superfluous. However, this English emis- 
sary continued and still continues his residence at 
Madrid, although he cannot have any e^Kctatiou of 
obtaining the object of his commission. That this 
direct negotiation was known to all Europe; and that 
it seemed to render every mediation useless. That, how- 
ever, the Empress of Russia, excited by motives of 
friendship to the belligerent powers, and in consequence 
of the share which the association of the neutral powers 
had given her in the general eme^ency, has invited 
the king of France and the Court of London to require 
her mediation. That the Court of London has accepted 
the invitation with a kind of eagerness, and at the same 
time desired the Emperor of Germany to take a part 
in it. That the answer of the king of France to the 
overtures of the Court of Petersbm^ was, that he would 
be glad to restore peace by the mediation of Catharine, 
but that it was not in his power immediately to accept 
her offers, as he had allies whose consent was necessary 
for that purpose. To the same appUcation made by 
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the Court of Petersburg to that of Madrid, this court 
answered, that having entered into a direct negotiation 
with the Court of London by the means of Mr. Cumber^ 
land, it thought proper to wait the issue of it before it 
had recourse to a mediation. The emperor, as has 
afa%ady been observed, having been de«red by the 
Court of London to take part in the mediation, imme- 
diately informed the King of France, as well as his 
Catholick Majesty, of this circimistance, offering his 
co-mediation to both the allied monarchs. To this the 
King of France gave the same answer which he had 
given to the Empress of Ru£»ia. As to the King of 
Spain, he ^ain expressed his surprise at the English 
mimstry's requesting a mediation, after having entered 
into a direct n^otiation; and he declared that unless 
this n^otiation should be broken o£F by the English 
themselves, it would be imposable for him to listen to 
a mediation which, in any other circimistance, would 
be infinitely agreeable to him. 

These answers, though of a dilatory nature, may be 
looked upon as an eventual acceptation of the media- 
tion. The minister observed that it will be, in effect, 
difficult to avoid it. That a refusal will not be con- 
sistent with the d^nity of the two powers that have 
offered their interposition. That the king is obliged, 
from friendship and good policy, to treat them with 
attention. He further obs^ed, that the demands of 
the king of France will be so just and so moderate, that 
they might be proposed to any tribunal whatever. That 
the only reason the king could have to suspend a formal 
acceptation is, that, at the time the offer was made, he 
was not acquainted with the Intentions of his allies, 
namely, Spain and the United States. 

The minister observed to the committee, that, in his 
opinion, this conduct must afford Coogreea a new piroof 
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of the perBeverance of the king in the principle of the 
alliance, and of his BcrupuloiiB attention to obeenre lus 
obligations; he added that, however, it is not without 
inconveniency that this dilatory plan has been adopted. 
The distance between the allied powers of France and 
the United States has obliged the Court of Versailles 
to adopt that plan, though liable to inconveniences, in 
order to conform to the engagements made by the 
treaties to detemune nothii^ into a negotiation without 
the participation of Congress. Beudes, several states 
being invaded by the enemy, the French council thought 
it inconvenient to begin a negotiation under these im^ 
vourable circumstances. And being in hopes that the 
diversions made by the king's arms will prevent the 
British from malting very great exertions against the 
thirteen United States, the French ministry expected 
that during the course of the present campaign they 
might be enabled to present the situation of their allies 
in a more fovourable light to the Congress that might 
assemble for peace. These delays, however, cannot 
with propriety take place for any long time; and it was 
the opinion of the French ministry that it would be 
contrary to decency, prudence and the laws of soimd 
policy again to refuse listening to the propositions of 
peace made by friendly powers; for which reason the 
Chevalier de la Luzerne was directed to lay all these &cts 
ocmfidentially before Congress. The minister informed 
the committee that it was necessaiy that the king should 
know the intentions of the United States with r^ard 
to the proposed mediation; and that his Majesty should 
be authorised by Congress to give notice of their diapo- 
utions to all the powers who would take part in the 
n^otiation for a pacification. The minister delivered 
his own opinion, that he saw no inconveniency arising 
from the Congress imitating the example of the king, 
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by Bhowing themselves disposed to accept peace from 
the hands of the Emperor of Germany and the Empress 
of Russia. He added, that Congress should rely on the 
justice and wisdom of those two sovereigns; and at the 
same t^e, he rene^red the assurances that his Majesty 
will defend the cause of the United States as zealously 
as the interests of his own crown. He informed the 
committee that, according to all accounta, the British 
ministry were removing as far as possible, in this n^o- 
tiation, every idea of acknowledging the independence 
of what they call their thirteen colonies; and he said that 
C3ongress woidd judge by themselvra that the court of 
London would debate with the greatest energy and 
obstinacy, the articles relating to America. He availed 
himself of this reflection to impress the committee with 
the necessity Congress are under of securing in their 
favour the benevolence and good will of the mediating 
powers, by presenting their demands with the greatest 
moderation and reserve, save independence, which will 
not admit of any modification. He further observed, 
that it was posrable the difficulty of making a definitive 
peace might engage the mediators to propose a truce; 
and that it was necessary therefore to authorise even- 
tually the plenipotentiary of the United States to declare 
thdr intention thereon. 

He further observed that whatever might be the reso- 
lution of Congress, th^ would do well to recommend 
to their plenipotentiary to adopt a line of conduct that 
would deprive the British of eveiy hope of caurang 
diviEdons between the allies, and to assume a conciliating 
character as much as can be confdstent with the dignity 
of his constituents, and to show such a confidence in 
the plenipotentiary of his Most Christian Majesty as is 
due to a power so much interested to suppenli the dignity 
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and honour of a nation whose independence they have 
acknowledged. 

The muuBter told the committee that whatever might 
be the resolution of Congrees respecting a peace or a 
truce, it was necessary to carry on the war with the 
utmost vigoiff. He ui^ed reasons too well known to 
Congress to be related. 

He desired the committee to inform Congress, that 
in case the offer of mediation from the two imperial 
courts should become so serious and so pressing as to 
oblige the king to ^ve a decimve answer, his Majesty 
would accept of it conditionally for himself and for the 
United States. The takii^ this resolution would have 
no inconvenience, as the Court of France knew no 
reasons which could prevent them from following the 
example of the king by trusting their interests into the 
hands of just and wise mediatora, and the refusal beii^ 
liable to very dangerous consequences. The minister 
concluded the conference by observing, that a great 
object was to secure the United States from the propo- 
ation of vii possedetis: that the surest way to obtun 
that end was to reduce the English to confess that they 
are not able to conquer them. That present cLrciun- 
stances require great exertions from the Confederation; 
and that it was plain that every success gained by the 
army of Congress would infinitely facilitate the n^otia- 
tions of th«r plenipotentiaries: 
The Committee have not ^t finished their conference vith the 

Ifinister of France, and will have a further communication to make 

to Congress.* 

Ordered, That it be re-committed that the committee may 
report thereon. 

I The leport M 1^7 28, In the writing of Daniel CftiToll,iflin thePapmo/iA* Cbn- 
tinmtal Congrtti, No. 26, 1, lolio 203; it is printed in the Diftomatie Corrttpondenet 
^ OiA Amenean. AMoIujwm (Whuton), IV, IfiS. 

Tha king's letter, Luzeme'a memorulB, uid the raport of Ma; 28, were eatsed 
only in the numuacript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs, under date of Hay 29. 
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Oo motion of Mr. [Geoi^] Walton: 

Ordered, That he be excused from farther attendance at the 
Board of Treaauiy, and that another member be appointed 
in his room: 

The member, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston. 

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, seconded by 
Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, 

Ordered, That the Medical Committee be discontinued, and 
diat the Committee loi^e with the Board of War all the 
returns and papers in Hieir possession, and then be dis- 
charged; and that the business hra^tofore entrusted to them, 
and the powers with which they were invested, be transferred 
to the Board. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read, stating, 
that "in consequence of the act of 5th September last, cer- 
tificates of certain denominations to the amount of one million 
dollars, were printed and signed : that by the act of the 26th 
April last, the certificates aforesaid being directed to be 
issued for balances of accoimts liquidated in specie value, it 
became necessary to print other certificates blank, in order 
that tlie precise balances mi^t be filled up;" Whereupon, 

Tebasukt Office M<ry S8^ 1781 
The Board of Treasury beg leave to iiifonn Congress that in 
Consequence of the Act of the 5"* SepV" last, for loaoing one Million 
of dollars, C^ificatea of certun Denominations were printed and 
signed. That by the act of the 26^ of April following, the certificates 
afsf were directed to be issued for Balances of Acc^ liquidated in 
spede value, which made it necessary to print other Certificates blank 
in order that the predse Balances might be filled up and which was 
accordingly ordered; but the Treasurer of loans having refused to 
sign them, unless the Denominations are first fixed, the Execution of 
those Acts are delayed and several Persons are waiting for their Cec- 
tificates. If Congress agree with the Board, that other Certificates 
are necessary, they will please to order, that the Treasurer of Loans, 
sign such other Certificates under the Act of the fifth of September 
and 26*'' of April last and of the 7^ and 22"* Instant, aa the Board of 
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^leasuiy shall direct, the amount of the reepeoUTe balances being 
sent with such direction and first inserted.* 

Ordered^ That the treasurer of loans sign such other certifi- 
cates, under the act of the 5th of September, 1780, and 26th 
of April last, and of the 7 and 22 instant as the Board of 
Treasury sh^ direct, the amount of the respective balances 
beii^ sent with such directions, and first inserted, such cer- 
tificates to be countersigned by the commissioner of the con- 
tinental loan office where the claimant or claimants may 
choose to have the interest made payable. 

On motion of the delegates of Pensylvania, 

Resolved, Tliat Tench Francis be added to Mr. Thomas 
Smith and Mr. Richard Bache; and that any one of them be 
authorised, on behalf of tiie United States, to sign the bills 
of credit issued by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, pur- 
suant to the act of Congress of IS March, 1780. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY. HAY 39, 1781 

A letter, of iOth, from the governor of Virginia, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of IS, from D. Eoas, agent for the State of '^r- 
ginia, was read:' 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to money be 
referred to the Board of Treasury to take order; and that so 
much thereof as relates to arms, &c., be referred to the 
Board of War to take order. 

The committee of the week delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That the letter of the 9th, signed by A. Fowler 
and others, at Pittsburg, be transmitted to the Commander 

■ Thu T«p«t is In Oie Pa-pen of At ConHnetdai Ctmgnu, No. 136, V, folio 339. 

■ The Vi^nia leOer is in Oie Fapen oftht Oontiaaital Congnu, No. 71, 11, folio IMj 
BoM'a is in No. 78, XIJC, Itdio 871. 
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in Chief, with the other papers respecting the conduct of the 
commanding officer of that post; 

That the letter, of 28, from Captain J. P. Jones, with the 
journal accompanyii^ it, be referred to tho Board - of Adm - 
te^ a committee of three:^ 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamimi, Mr. [John] 
Mathews, Mr. [George] Clymer; 

That the petition of Captain Lieutenant A. Dow be con- 
sidered when a report from the Board of War on the subject 
thereof, now before a committee of the house, shall be 
reported upon and considered; 

That the letter, of 26, from E. Blaine, commissary general 
of purchases, be referred to the same comonittee to whom 
his late letters have been committed; 

That the letter, of 28, from Resolve Smith, one of the 
commissioners of the chambers of accounts, lie to be con- 
ndored when a secretary of tho Admiiolty marine and other 
officers in that department are to be appointed.^ 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbeasubt Office May $9^ 1781 

The Board of Treasury beg leave to report. 

That upon the reconmiitment of the report of the Board dated the 
17 instant upon the accounts of the Select-Men of Springfield they 
have considered the entry upon the joumala of Congress dated the 
11 Feby 1779, of a letter from J. Powell President of the Council of 
Massachusetts Bay referred by Congress to the Commander in Chief; 
directing that the persons accused of Msdemeanors be brought to 
Courts Martial; which entry aforesaid does not mention, on what 
particular subject the said letter from J. Powell was written; but 
the Board ore induced to beUeve it goes to the present case acted 
upon by the Select-Men of Springfield. Whereupon the following 
order is submitted: 

> The Fowler letter is in the WaMngUM Paper*, 99, folio 301; Jones's letl«r is in 
the Papen of Hie Cordvnmtal Congrtti, No. 168, I, iolio 474. 

■ This report, in the vriting of Willism Churchill Hotuton, is in the Papert (^ ths 
Continental Congrttt, No. 32, foUo 1S3; Dow'e petition, dated ISxy 29, is in No. 41, 
n, folio 466; Smith's lett« is in No. 78, XXI, foUo fl9. 
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Ordered, That the sum of two hundred and twenty-four 
doUuB, Edxty-three ninetieths and six-eighths specie value, 
being due to oerttdn claimante for attending a court-marti^ 
upon the trial of Colonel Mason, Colonel Smith, and Major 
Eayers, as presented by the select men of Springfield, be 
passed to the credit of the State of Massachusetts; and that 
the Board of Treasuiy furnish the executive of the said State 
with a copy of this order, that the several claimants may 
receive payment from the said State. 

Orderedt That on the application of Mi. [William] Sharpe, 
one of the del^ates for the State of North Carolina, a waiv 
rant issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of 
the continental loan office for the State of FenE^lvania, for 
eight hundred dollars of the new emission, for which tiie 
State of North Carolina is to be accoimtable.* 

A report of Uie Board of War was read: 

Was Qffiob ify/y S9. 1781 

The Board b^ leave to report 

IhaA a warraat for three months p&y in bills of the new emismon 
be drawn by the Board of War on the paymaster Qen^^ in favor of 
Major Wyllis of the 3** Connecticut Kegiment.* 

Ordered, That it be re-committed to the Board to take 
order for the payment of three months' pay to Major Wyllis 
of the 3d Connecticut regiment. 

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

Wab Office, May SS"^ 1781 
Sn, 

The Board have the honor to enclose Congress an estimate of 
Colonel Miles for £225 specie equal to £1125, of the new emissionB 
for the purpose of transporting five hundred stand of arms to Yirginia 
for the new levies of that State. 

As it is of great consequence the arms should be sent on without 
delay, the Board request Congress will be pleased to resolve, 

' lUa rsport is in the Papen of tha Continental Congrtu, No. 136, V, folio 843. 
■ Thia npart ia in the Paptn oj Q» Cbnttnmtol Omgnu, No. U7, V, folio 20B. 
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Ordered, That a warraat issue on Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner of the continental loan office for the State of Fen- 
Efylvania, in favoxu- of Colonel S. Miles, deputy quarts- 
master, for three thousand dollara in bills of the new emission, 
to enable him to send forward five hundred stand of arms 
to the State of \^i^nia, Uiis warrant to have preference to 
any other not specially directed in payment.^ 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pen- 
sylvania, in favor of J. L. Clarkson, S oowitor y clerk to the 
Board of Treasury, for five hundred dollars of the new 
eousuons to defray the contingent expences of the treasury 
office, for which sum he is to be accountable.' 

Two motions were made by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland: 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell} Vamum, Mr. [Samuel 
John] Atlee, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland. 

The report of the committee to whom was referred the 
report of the Board of Treasury on the accoimts of Arthur 
Lee was taken into con^deration: ' 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury open in their books 
an account under such title as the secretaiy of Congress shall 
point out, and credit the sud accoimt by Arthur Lee, 
Esquire, for three hiandred and seventy-five thousand livres 
toumois paid to him for the account of the United States, 
with which sum Mr. A. Lee is to be debited. 

Ilie Committee to whom was referred the Report of the Board of 
Treasmy on the Honorable Arthur Lee'a Accounts, Report. 

That they have conferred with M: Lee on the subject committed to 
them, upon which Conference he dBcloeed to the Committee the 

■ Thii raport la iu the Papen of the QmUntniid Congnn, No. 148, 1, (olio 3S3. 

* Tbia report is in die Papen of the CoTitinmlal Congrett, No. 136, V, folio 341. 

* The orders relating to Ur. Lee's accounts wen also entered in the nunnscript 
Sectet Jovunal, Foreign Afiain. 
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source from whence he received the three hundred and seventy-fiTe 
thousand French liyree stated in the account from the BoaJd of 
Treasuiy to have been from persone unknown which disclosure in hia 
own hand writing is annexed to this report, and the Committee Refer 
thereto, and they b«g leave to recommend that the Secretary devise 
a Cypher in whi<^ the name of the account to be credited for the said 
sum by Mf Lee shall be entered upon the Treaauiy Books, and that 
the original paper from Mi Lee be kept secret. 

With respect to the authority by which he acted Mt Lee allegea, 
that he was empowered jointly with Doctor Franklin and Mr Deane, 
to procure money and supplies in the best mannw he could and to 
truismit the proceeds to America; that the papers witnessuig such 
powers are in the hands of one or other of his late colleagues and not 
in his power at present; whereupon your Committee recommend that 
the Board of Treasury be informed that Congress ate satisfied as to 
the authority by which Mt Lee procured and expended money, and 
therefore that tiie Board dispense with hia producing any evidence 
thereof. 

'With respect to the defiinency of vouchers, Mr Lee alleges that the 
mode of transacting the business was as follows. 

H e gav e opdoFB f of t he auppli e o) and dir ee t e d the noeomit s to ■ be pro 
dao e d t ofe e- b a nh e Fin - who ae h a ndfl ho ' had - lodged the money ho had 
Foeoivodi tha t the b ft Dh e fp a id t ho s eTOMl 'a eeeunt fl a nd ■ ehar g od dmm 
tohiade bitg 

Tha fr he oFdorod ' the e upplio s thus ppovided andp aa d - foF to be shipp e d 
by MoFohant e Fo e iding a t ' the ^aonveniont a o a port fr whotpangn it t ed-te 
him Invoiec fl - and bills - of l a din g ) a nd a lao ■ tiwi a niitted ' Duplieotc B- to 
fe e Consignee s in AmoFic ar 

Th a trup e n ^ e e eivin gfl t t oh Invoieco and bilItH)f - lAdingj» - g a veo f do fB 
le^4 h e- p > y i n< i mtH>f - th e- biIlB - dF ft wn foF the s hipping eiponoo e jb o. whirfi 
fe e- b a nkoF peff e wnod a nd ohai -g ed to hia debit. 

All payments were made by the Bankers and the shipping peav 
formed by Merchants residing at the Forts. 

The latter transmitted Invoices and bills of lading to him and the 
Consignees in America and the former accounted for monies for which 
they gave credit, by the payment of particular accounts which with 
the receipts thcrf preserve. 

That he supposing that the Consignee had all such Invtoces and 
bills of lading, was not very careful to bring with him every one of 
those papers which came to his hands jiMGurope but supposes he can 
supply the deficiencies in his own papers from the receipts or other 
documents which shew the arrival of the supphes. 
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That in the settlement of Mr. A. Lee's accounts, the Board 
of Treasury admit as vouchers, bills of lading and invoices, 
which shew that merchants of character have shipped the 
contents ond obliged thomoolTo s to pgovot if otop roq a igod T 
thttt thfrinvoioo ie juat in oll^ a riietth wPB fMtd tomako g ood 
all defioionoio B whioh may bo found in tho original pook 
mga: where Buch cannot be produced, that they admit receipts 
or other papers which charge the consignee or other competent 
person at the port of delivery: that they admit the bwiker's 
accounts which charge the bank with the credit given for 
cash deposited, and undertake, if required, to vouch the 
particular payments which are entered to Mr. Lee's debit, 
as commisuoner of the United States: and where no vouchers 
under the forgoing descriptions are produced, that the 
account be left open in order to give an opportunity for com- 
pleting the vouchers: 

That the account of expences be stated so as to distinguish 
between ordinary and extraordinary; that the latter be 
stated particularly for the consideration of Congress, giving 
credit for the articles delivered up to the public at first cost, 
and that the former be stated genraally, and that no other 
voucher be required for either than the word of honor of the 
said A. Lee, late minister: 

That with respect to the charge for mon^rg disbursed on 
accoimt of the State of Viiginia, it be admitted to Mr. Lee's 
credit, whenever the State of "^rginia shall ognify that they 
admit themselves to be debited therewith.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

' This report, signed by Thomas Buike and Abrahun Clark, snd in the writiiig of 
Bvirke, is in tiie Papv> t^tAt CotOmMtai Qmgnai, No. 31, folio 313. 
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 30, i78i 

A letter, of 20 March, from the honorable J. Laurens was 
read:'- 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee to whom was 
referred the memorial, of 25, from the honorable minister 
plenipotentiary of France. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Ordavd, That the Board draw a warrant on the paymaster 
general, in favour of Major General Gates, for five hundred 
dollars in bills of the new emissions, equal to three months' 
pay, for which sum he is to be accountable; * 

Tliat the Board also draw a warrant on the paymaster 
general, in favour of Thomas Jones, deputy field commissary 
of military stores to the main army, for two himdred and ten 
dollars new emissions, equal to three months' pay, for which 
sum he is to be accoimtable.' 

The committee to whom were referred the motions of Mr. 
[Theodorick] Bland delivered in a report. 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews: 

[Whereas the period assigned by the act of the 18!« of March 1780 
for calling in and cancelling the Bills of Credit emitted by Congress 
prior to that date, hath long since elapsed, and a great proportion of 
the said Bills is notwithstanding through the remissneBS of the States 
in sinking their respective quotas, still left in circulation whereby the 
pubhc is deprived of the use of the ^ of the new bills issuable pur- 
suant to the act aforesaid in place thereof, to the great prejudice of 
the public service, ordered that warrants be drawn on the Conunis- 
aioners of the several Loan offices] for the full amount of the said 
four tenths. And that the Commissioners of the said Loan ofiScee 
cause new bills to the amount of the said ^ to be perfected -mik aU 
possible expedition in order to answer the draughts made upon them, 
and that they deliver no more of the -ft to their respective States 

■ "nda lettec is printed In the DipUmwHe Comapondam of At Amtriean Rmciulian 
(Wharton), IV, S17. 

* Thli report la in the Popcn of the Contmmial Congrtu, No. 147, V, folio 207. 

"n>ia lepwt is in the Paptn t/tAi Condiamtal CtmirtMi, No. U7, V, folio 217. 
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ontil the fy are paid, and thereafter not until the States shall have 
dehvered and cancelled old Bills, to the amount of twenty times the 
nominal sum of the said ^ after which they are to deliver to the 
respectiTO States what remains of the new bills as fast and no foster 
than old Continental bills are by them respectively brought in and 
cancelled at the rate of 20 of the latter for one of the former.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of four: 

The members, Mr. [William Chwchill] Houston, Mr. [John] 
Sullivan, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [John] MathewB. 

The Board of Admiralty, to whom was referred the 
manorial of Joze da Fonceca Soarez de Figuerido, report, 
Admiealtt Office May S^. 1781. 

The Board of Admiralty to whom was referred the memorial of 
Joze da Fonseca de Figuerido, relative to the capture of a Biigantine 
called Nosaa Serihora de Leiramento taken by the Privateer Mara of 
Massachusetts, Commanded by Captain Sampson b^ leave to Report 
to the Honorable the United States in Congrefis assembled as their 
opinion. 

That the proper mode for the memorialist to obtain redress 
of any injuries he may have sustained, either in his property 
or person, from Captain Sampson, is by prosecution in due 
course of law; and that a letter should be written by the 
President to the supreme executive of the State of Massa- 
chusetts, endoang a copy of the said memorial, and a copy 
of the proclamation issued by Congress, May 9, 1778; and 
recommending to the s^d executive to give all such cotmte- 
nance, protection and assistance to the memorialist, in his 
attempts to obtain legal satififaction for the injuries allied 
in his memorial to have been done to him personally and in his 
property by Captain Sampson, as becomes the United States 
respectively to give to the subjects of neutral powers, who shall 
complain of a violation of the rights of neutrality. 

Hie Board have the honor to acquaint the United States in Congress 
assembled, that they are informed by the late Captain of the Protedor 

■ Thu motion is in tiie Paper* of (ht Continental Congreu, No. 28, folio 290. The 
portion in brackets is in Hie writing of Jamea Undison; the reet in that of Jdm 
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a State Ship belonging to the State of Massachuaetts, lately captured 
and carried into New York, that the Mars Commanded bj Capt: 
Sampson is a State Ship of the same State, and that both their Commia- 
sions issued immediately from and were signed by the Governor of said 
State and not by the President of Congress. The Board hare men- 
tioned this circumstance, not because they entertain any the most 
distant idea that the Mtjra belonging to the State of Massachusetts, 
and being Commissioned by the Governor of that State, might 
influence the conduct of the Supreme Executive thereof with respect 
to the memorialist, but because the Board humbly conceive that 
Conmiissions issueing from different Fountains of Power is a matter 
which may merit the attention of the United States in Congress 
assembled, who are the Supreme power of War and Peace. * 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report: 

Ordered^ That the remainder of the report be referred to a 
committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, Mr. [Geoi^] Clymer, 
Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer.' 

The report of the committee on the motions of Mr. [Theo- 
dorick] Bland was taken into consideration, and after debate: 

Ordered, That it be re-committed, and that the committee 
confer with the Board of War. 

A letter, of this day, from Colonel D. Broadhead, was read :' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

■ This report is in the Papen of tfie Continental Congnu, No. 37, folio 467. 

' When tbe repeat at Qie committee was mbmitted ia not stated in the Itmraal noc 
apon tiie report. It ia in the Paptn oftht Cotdituntal Oongrtu, No, 37, folio 469, and 
is in Uie vritinK of Thomas Bee; 

The Committee to whom that peit of Uie leport of the Board of Admiralty of the 
29 loBtant iriiich relates to Commiasione for Shlpe and Tanel* of War Iseuiiig from 
different fountains of Power, 

Report 

That it appeals very dearly from the Stf Aztide of the Ocmfedentian that after a 
declaration lA War hj the United States in Oongress assembled each Btata has a power 
to grant Commissions to any Ship or Vessel of War under such regolatioiia as shall be 
established by the United St&t«ein Congren aasenibled; ^erefore that the only ttep 
necessary to be taken at preeent, will ba tor the Board at Admiralty to transmit to th« 
Executives of tfaesevecalStatescopiesoftheBeguIationsnowinfcrce for the purposes 
afcaeaaid as a rule to be observed by them in issuing such Commissions in future. 

* This letter is in the Paperi of At Comlmtntal Congnu, No. 78, IV, folio 221. 
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A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab Offiob May so, 1781. 
Sm 

iSx. Cfarietie Surgeon of the fint regiment of artilleiy, bcdng now 
in town and unable to join his regiment, for want of money, the 
Board b^ leave to report: 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general, in favour of Thomas Christie, surgeon of 
the Ist r^ment of artillery, for three months' pay;^ 

Wab Offiob May SO. 1781 
Sir, 

The Board hare considered the papers from Mt Robs Agent for the 
State of Vi^inia, referred to them to take order on, and beg leave to 
enclose M^ Hodgdon's estimate of the money, which it will be neces- 
sary to advance after making considerable deductions from the list 
cA articles furnished by the Agent. 

They therefore beg leave to report 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis»on^ of 
the continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, in 
favor of Samuel Hodgdon, assistant commissary general of 
military stores, for eleven thousand two himdred and sixty- 
six dollars and two-thirds of a dollar, in bills of the new 
Knission, for the purpose of furnishing anus and other 
articles for the use of the State of ^^i^inia, the sud Samuel 
Hodgdon to be accountable; and that the supplies furnished 
be charged to the said State of Vii^iinia.^ 

A letter, of 24th, from Major General the Marquis de la 
Fayette, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

t This repeat u is the i^i}Mr«o/tA« CmUnmlai Congrett, No. 147, T, folio 209. 

* Tbia KpattiA in ib« Paper* 0/IA6 Coatinenlat Congroi, No. 147, V, folio 211. 

* Thia lettCT in in die Paper* of the Continental Congreu, No. 166, folio 141. 
*AIetttf from tl)eBoanlofWu,ot thia day, i«Utive to relief of Americana, priaonan 

of wv, VH reed, u the indnMiueiit isdicfttei. It ie in the Paper* of the ContuwntaJ 
Congrt**, No. 148, 1, folio 380. 
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THURSDAY, MAY 31, 1781 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbbasubt Office, May SO^, 1781. 

Upon the reconumtment of the report of the Board dated the 
24*^ instant in faTor of the Paymaster General the following order is 
submitted : 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on John Herce, paymast^ 
general, in favour of Cha Pettit, assistant quartermaster 
genera], on account of Colonel T. Pickering, quartermaster 
genera^ for twenty-one thousand two hundred and fifty- 
three dollars and one third of a dollar in the new emisuon 
issued by the eastern states, and which, by the representa- 
tion of the paymaster general, is now at head quarters for the 
purpose of paying the troops to the southward under the 
command of Major General the Marquis de la Fayette, for 
which sum the said Colonel T. Hckering, quartennaster 
general, is to be accoimtable; and in order to replace the 
said sum that a warrant issue on John Hopkins, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Yii^inia, 
in favour of the paymaster general, for 21253 30/90 dollars 
new emission, for the purpose of paying four months' pay 
to the Connecticut, Rhode Island and New Hampshire lines, 
the corps of artillery, sappers and min«« now to the south- 
ward as aforesaid, agreeably to the estimate of the said pay- 
master general, for which sum he is to be accountable. 

Upon the Memorial of Benjamin Armit^e referred by Congress the 
Board beg leaTe to report 

That the Memorialist did obtain a Warrant for specie Value payable 
in the new Bills, as he sets forth which the Board believe is unpaid, 
but as they cannot undertake to say, what additional Compensation 
shall be paid to the Memorialist, or alter the value of the new Bills 
compared with Specie, they cannot report thereon, otherwise than to 
request, that they may be instructed at what rate to compare the 
Bud BiUa with Coin. 
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The Board beg leave further to report. 

That on the application of the honorable the delegates for 
the State of Vii^inia, upon an estimate furnished by George 
Nicholson for David Rcms, agent for the said State, a warrant 
- issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental loan 
office for the State of Pensylvania, in favor of the said 
Geoi^ Nicholson, for ten thousand- dollara of the new emis- 
sion, for the purpose of paying for the repairs of arms and 
other purposes in the said estimate set forth, the said State 
of Virginia to be accountable.' 

This to have preference to all others not specially 
directed in payment. 

The committee, ||conaisting of Mr. Vamum, Mr. Atlee, Mr. 
Bland, II to whom was re-committed their report on the 
motion of Mr. [Theodorick] Bland; and who were directed to 
confer with the Board of War, delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, it was resolved as follows: 

Wliereas the British King Regardless of the rights of mankiud and 
of the United States in particular, continues the ravages of War with 
relentless hii7, and whereas the enemy's force is principally operating 
in the States of Virginia, the Carolinas and Geoi^;ia and whopo aa t he 

forth a respectahle body of Militia until tho s e line s be oomplo a tod ; 
it is therefore earnestly recommended to the State of Pennsylvania 
immediately to raise, arm, accoutre and equip for the field two thou 

each battalion to consist of nine companies of sixty four rank and file 
each; also a company of Artillery consisting of thirty two matroasee, 
and a Corps of horse consisting of sixty four troopers, each Corps to 
be officered as near as may be to similar Corps in the Continental 
Army according to the eetablishment of the third and 21** of October 
A. D. 1780. It is also earnestly recommended to the State of Dela- 
ware to immediately ruse, arm, equip and accoutre for the field one 
battalion of Infantry, consisting of nine Companies of sixty four rank 
> This raport is in the Paper* of Ac Omtinmiol Con^roM, No. 1S6, V, folio 347. 
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and file each, and a Corps of Horse consisting of thirty two troop«T8 
to be officered in manner aforesaid, and it is al s o oowioetly recom- 
mended to the said states of FennsylTania, Delav&re, and Maryland 
to cause the said troops as soon as raised, armed, accoutred, and 
equipped as aforeeaid to be marched by detachments or otherwise to 
such part s of tho -e t ft fa»of M a yylwid -g f -Yipg i Bi a place or places as the 
Commander in Chief shall direct, to remain in service for and during 
the space of three months from the times of thdr respectively rendez- 
vousing m -< ith e ^of"tho 8 tirto B Inet montdonod , and be subject to the 
orders of the said Commander in Chief; it is also earnestly recom- 
mended to the State of Maryland, immediately to raise, arm, equip, 
accoutre for the field, tbme 2 battalions of Infantry consisting of 
nine Companies of sixty four rank and file eatdi, and a Corps of 
Cavalry, 64 troopers, to be officered in the manner aforesud and 
rendezvous at such place as the Commander in Chief shall direct so 
OB the more effectually to cover the siud State of Maryland from the 
invasions of the enemy, and to act in conjunction with the Army in 
Virginia w hen oonsiatont with thoiF fiwt montionod object if found 
necessary, these troops to continue in service three months from 
their times of rendezvous respectively. Be it ordained by the United 
States in Congress Assembled that the troops aforeeaid shall receive 
the same pay, rations and subsistence as troops of the Army of the 
United States. 

Your Committee not having gone thro' the Report on the papers 
conunitted to them beg leave to sit again.* 

Whereas the British king, regardless of the rights of man- 
kind, and of the United States in particular, continues the 
ravages of war with relentless fiuy; and whereas the enemy's 
force is principally operating in the states of Virginia, the 
Carolinas and Georgia; and whereas the deficiency of the 
continental regular lines, and it io found makes it absolutely 
necessary to call forth a respectable body of militia, ee-^ 
aid fco tho poguloj tra m p s a ew ontployod till those lines be 

'Thiarepmt, in the writing of James Mitchell Vunum, is in tho Paptn of the Con- 
tinental Cmgnu, No. 31, folio 271. The final ptnfpsph ie in the writJng of Tlieodorick 
Bland, 
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compleated; it is therefore earnestly recommended to the 
State of Pennsylvania, immediately to raise, arm, accoutre 
and equip for the field, four battalions of infantry, each bat- 
talion to eonfflst of nine companies of nxty-four rank and 
file each: also a company of artillery, coosiBting of thirty- 
two matrosses; and a corps of horse, conEusting of sixty-four 
troopers; each corps to be officered aa near as may be to 
similar corps in the continental army, according to the estab- 
lishment of the 3d and 2l8t of October, 1780. It is also 
earnestly recommended to the State of Delaware, to imme- 
diately ifuse, U7n, equip and accoutre for the field, one bat- 
talion of infantry, conrasting of nine companies of sixty-four 
rank and file each; and a corps of horse, consisting of thirty- 
two troopers; to be officered in the manner aforesaid. It is 
also earnestly recommended to the State of Maryland, 
immediately to raise, arm, equip and accoutre for the field, 
two battalions of infantry, consisting of nine companies of 
sixty-four rank and file each; and a corps of cavalry of sixty- 
four troopers; to be o£Qcered in the manner aforesaid. And 
it is farther recommended to the States of Fensylvania, Dela- 
ware and Maryland, to catise the said troops, as soon as 
raised, armed, accoutred and equipped, as aforesaid, to be 
marched by detachments or otherwise, to such place or 
places as the Commander in Chief shall direct, to remain in 
service for and during the space of three months, from the 
time of their respectively rendezvousing at the place or places 
directed, unless sooner discharged by Congress or the Com- 
mander in Chief, and to be subject to the orders of the said 
Conmiander in Chief. And be it ord^ed by the United 
States in Congress assembled, that the troops aforesaid shall 
receive the same pay, rations and subsistance, as the troops 
of the army of the United States. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 
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FRIDAY JUNE i. 1781 

A letter, of 27 May, from General Washington, was read:' 
Ordered, That it be communicated to the Board of War, 
and that the Board take order bo far as respects the corps of 
invalids. 

The committee to whom was referred the memorial of the 
honorable the minister plenipotentiary of France reported 
the draught of a letter to the executives of the states, which 
was agreed to.' 

The comnoittee, consisting of Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. 
[Joseph] Jones, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. [John] 
Sullivan, Mr. [John] Mathews, to whom were referred 
the memorials of 25 and 26 April [May], from the minister 
of France, and who were instructed to confer with him 
and receive further communications, reported the draft 
of a letter to the several states, which was agreed as 
follows: 

June 1, 1781. 
Sm, 

I am directed to inform you that Congress have 
received undoubted intelligence, both from their min- 
ister at the Court of Versulles, and the minister of 
France in America, by order of his Court, that the Courts 
of Vienna and Peterebuig have offered their mediation 
to the belligerent powers for the re-eetablishment of 
peace; that these overtures liave been eagerly embraced 
on the part of Great Britain; that France had declined 
her full acceptation thereof until the concurrence of her 
allies could be obtained for that purpose; that France 
at the same time observes that should she agun be 

> A dimft of this lettet is In th« WaMngton Papen, k, VI, Pt. 1, 99; it ia printed 
in The Writv\i/i of WaMngton, (Ford), IX, 259. 
* Thia iMnpq>b VM ftlw entered in tlie m&uuscript Secret JoonuJ, Foreign Albin. 
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pressed on this head, she would be obliged to ent^ into 
a previous plan of negotiation conditionally for herself 
and allies; that Spain had answered in such a manner 
to the propoeals of the mediating powers as to show her 
eventual acceptance. 

Thu fl -n f e -wc likdy to - h ft T e-o btwidod - npon u b - by ' tho intcFgontion 
of two flQob fownid a ble po we w the ba r d D a oeooi fc y of aoe e dinyto -tbefle 
< »yt wt iifO fl - ftt» tuno wbeO ' tiio B e gte te aft FeiB ft lo e a olig i blo fl itu a tioa to 
ontoP into ne g oti ay^B- fo T pe ft oe, -t hMi ata cy - odi&^poriod of tbowM i' 

{The intervention of such fonnidable powers will 
undoubtedly prove an event the most favoiu^ble to 
these United States, if by a great and timely exertion 
we sufficiently reduce the force of the enemy now 
operatii^ in our country. But should l&nguor and 
inaction subject us to the contempt of the n^otiators, 
all the consequences will be chargeable upon ourselves.] 
This therefore is a conjuncture that calls for the most 
serious consideration of these states. 

It ia t boFcfew ) booomo n qno B tioiij wbotb e y wo a w) dtitewm Hed-te 
support this union upon t ho ' tFue prineiplc fl of tho e onfedorotion, by 
pojocting o¥oyy idea of a ' diminu t i o n of-aefc — If tho fiwt is to obt a iB 
CongHM fl-B ro d e oid o d ia - fe wf e pinioB tha t tho fo- ^& ^ w t a 

Congress have not a doubt in their minds but that 
each State in the union is determined to support the 
Confederacy that has been so solemnly entered into, 
throi^ eveiy difficulty, and hand it down unimpaired 
to their posterity. Under these impressions Coi^ress 
can with confidence call on their constituents for such 
exertions as are proportionate to the truly critical situa- 
tion of our affairs. [The pl&n of operations for the 
present campaign having been preconcerted on the 
principle of obliging the enemy to abandon their pos- 
sessions in every part of these states,] an unequivocal 
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compliance vAth. the demands heretofore made by 
Congress for provisions, men, and money, is what we 
have at present to ask for. Should these means be 
expeditiously and punctually put into our hands, we 
have the most pleasing prospect of putting a speedy 
and happy issue to the war, by driving the enemy fronp 
their present possessions in every part of these states, 
or at all events to confine them to the seacoasts, in 
order to give as little room as possible to the enemy's 
clwm of vti possidetis; which will undoubtedly be most 
strenuously insisted on by than in the course of the 
n^otiation — a claim tottUly inadmiswble on our part. 
Of coiu^e, th^, nothing should be left unessayed by 
these states to prevent the embarrassments that such 
a claim must inevitably produce; and of consequence 
it is become indispensably necessary by our immediate 
and, under Providence, successful efforts, to place our- 
selves in such a situation as to enable ou7 n^^tiators 
to speak a firm and decided lai^uage, becoming the 
character of the ministers of tree, soverdgn and inde- 
pendent states. 

We conclude with observii^, that &om the forgoing 
commimications we are so thoroughly convinced of the 
most strenuous exertions of every State in the union 
to accomplish the great objects herein pointed out, 
that Congress will immediately proceed to carry into 
full execution their plans adopted for defeating the 
ambitious views of our enemy, and be prepared to accept 
of peace upon no other terms than the independence 
of the thirteen United States of America in all its parts.* 

■ This letter wu entSTed only in the manuscript Ekcret (Domestic) JoanaL Hie 
dnftifl in tlie vrritiiig of Jolm Hathem, ozcept the portion in bnckets which I> is 
Charlea Thomaon's hand, «nd ia in the Papen of the Contmentai CongrtM, No. 26, 1, 
folio 209. 
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On motion of Mr. [Vmiiam Churchill] Houatoa, seconded 
by Mr. [James Mitchdl] Vamum: 

Resolved, That no person whatsoever be permitted [to take 
copies or extracts &om the Secret Journal, or from any 
papers directed by Congress to be entered therein, or &om 
any papers with respect to which secrecy is injoined, or to 
require from the secretary such copies or extracts, without 
the permission of Congress.] ' 

The Board of Admiralty; 

The committee on the motion of Mr. [John] Mathews; and 

The Committee to whom waa referred the motion of Mr. Mathews 
hare confeired (according to order) with the Superintendant of 
Finance, who gave it as hia opinion that it w&8 absolutely improper to 
adopt the measure proposed in the said motion, as it would not only 
he unavuling but an unjustifiable breach of public faitb, and that it 
was his opinion that no reliance could be had on paper mont^, on its 
present footing, for the purpose of effectually carrying on the war, 
and that it would greatly tend to establish the credit and netore the 
state of the finances to Buppress the issuing of the money not already 
issued under the reeolution of the IS^ of Mardi, 17S0, if such a 
measure was practicable, and inmiediately to call for taxes in spocie 
in heu thereof; in which sentiment your Committee concur, and 
thwefore b«g leave to report the annexed resolution: 

Resolved that the Board of Treasury issue orders immediately to 
the respective Loan Officers to cease to emit any more of the paper 
money intended to be emitted under the resolution of the 181^ of 
March 1780 and that they make an immediate return respectively 
to the said Board (to be laid before Congress) of all the money issued 
under the said resolution and of the old emissions destroyed and taken 
out of circulation. 

And whereas Congress find it absolutely impracticable to arrange 
the Finances of Uiese United States, on the present s^tem of paper 
money and that those means are found inadequate to the pur- 

' This ptragraphwu also entered in tbenuuiUBCript Secret (Domestic) JouzdbI. The 
puMge in bncketa wm entered in the Public JeunuJ by Oecoge B<aid. 
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poses of carrying on the war to effect and whereas Congrees hare 
good reason to suppose that a time is nov arrived when moderate 
taxes may be received from the people to enable Congress to act with 
a vigor adequate to the ueceesitj in which these States find them- 
selves for vigorous operations at this alarming and critical juncture. 

Therefore Retolved, lliat one million of DoUais in specie be levied 
on the several States in the following Quotas viz. 

To be paid into the Continental Treasuiy, to the order and subject 
to the control of the Superintendant of Finance on or before the It 
of Jan' 1782, in gold, silver or copper coin.* 

The committee on the memorial of Baron d'Arendt: deliv- 
ered in their eeveral reports. 

The Committee to whom was referred the Memorial of Baron 
D'Arwidt beg leave to report that upon principles of justice as well 
as of good policy the Baron ought to retain his rank in the Army: 
and therefore submit the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That the Baron D'Arendt be considered as a retiring 
Officer upon half pay and that he be entitled to full pay to the in 
day of January Ibst.* 

Tekasubt OsnoE June If 1781 

That on the application of Patrick Ferrall clerk in the Auditor 
General's Office, a warrant issue in his favor on Thomas Smith, Com- 
missioner of the Continental Loan Office for the State of Pennsylvania 
for two hundred and thirty four dollars of the new emission, being on 
account of a quarter's salary due since the settlement of the accounts 
of the civil officers. The Board beg leave to submit the application 
of M' Ferrall to the particular consideration of Congress.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

■ This r^Mrt, in the imtiiig<rfTheodorick Bland, ia in th«i*apert(/tA« Contintnial 
Congntt, No. 26, folioa 299 and 297. It if ia tbe li«t of postponed reports in No. 31, 
folio 371. 

' This raport, in the writing ol John Sullivan, ia in the Papert of At Continental Con- 
gnu, No. 147, VI, folio 87. See Tune 2S on which date it wm recommitted. 

■ThiareportisintltePafMrto/ tA«amfwi«nloIOim0reM, No. 136, V, fi^loSei. It 
was not acted on, ^ipuently. 
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SATURDAY. JUNE 9, 1781 

The committee of the week delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, 

On the petition of IliomaA Davis dated the 29"* of May tast, that 
the petitioner be infonned hia application ought to be made to the 
gorermnent of FennsjlTania.' 

Ordered, That a letter, of 30 May, from Cha Pettit, assistant 
qtiartermaater general, be refored to the Board of Treasury; 

That the petition of the Continental artificerB at Cailisle be referred 
to the Ck>nunittee appointed the day of last who 

hare the subject which it refers to under consideration. 

That a petition of Mary Mathews be referred to the Board 
of War; 

That a memorial of Colonel Hazea be referred to a com- 
mittee of three: ' 

The members, Mr. [Artemas] Ward, Mr. [John} SuUivaD, 
Mr. [Isaac] Motte; 

That the letter of J. D. Schweig^user with his account against the 
United States for necessaries furnished Captain Landais of the Con- 
tinental Frigate AUianee at Nantes be referred to ^s peeia i l - C o nuni tt ee 
the Board of Admiralty. 

That a letter of J. D. Schweighauser, of November 30, 
1780, be referred to the Board of Admiralty; 

That a letter, of 1, from G. Risbei^, be referred to the 
Board of Treasury.' 

The committee on the letter from Captain J. P. Jones; and 

The committee on the memorial of the minister of France; 
delivered in their reports. 

* Ilii* petitiim ia in the Papfi oftht Cantmeiaal Conffmt, No. 42, 11, Ic^ 287. 

* Thu memorial, dated Hkf 31, 1781, is in Uie Paper* of Ihe CoMbunOal Congrtti, 
No. 42, III, foUo 409. 

■ ThiB report, in the writing of WiUi&m Few, ia in the Papm 0/ Ou Continental 
Congreu, No. 32, folio 1B5. Schwei^usei's lett«r ia in No. 78, ZX, folio 697; Ri»- 
beis'B lettn is in Ho. 147, V, folio 243. 
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A report from the Board of War on a letter from C. Pettit, 
assistant quartermaster general, was read : 

Wa« OmoB May 31. 1781 
Sm 

We have the honor to lay before Congreea sundry papers commum- 
cated by the Assistant Quu1,anaaater Genual, but not being furnished 
with estimates we cannot ascertain the sum necessary. They will 
however serve to shew the destitute situation of the Department and 
the urgent nec«esity there is for supplies.* 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 
A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab Office June 1.1781 
Snt, 

The Board have considered the reference from Congreea in the case 
of John Townes uid Richard Worsham, and are apprehensive that 
a general resolution would create so many demands as mi^t be 
eventually inconvenient in our present situation — if Congress are of 
the same sentiments they will be pleased to resolve 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw warrants on the 
paymaster general m favour of Lieutenants Worsham and 
Townes, for three hundred and eighty dollars each, in bills 
of the new emissions, for which sum they are to be account- 
able, any resolution to the contrary notwithstanding.' 

On motion of Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, seconded 
by Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, 

Resolved, That all bills of credit which issue in ptu^uance 
of the act of the 18 March, 1780, in any of the states, after 
the expiration of one year from the time the interest on such 
bills begins to be computed, be marked by writing or stamp- 
ing before they are iasdbd, with the words or charact^s, 
"Int. pd. 1 year." 

•This Import Is in tb« Papers o/a< QmtmetUai Congrem.No. 147, V, Idio 223. 
■TUa report is in tbePap«r<o/tA< Cimtinmtai OmjTreM, No. 147, V, folio 261. 
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That such of the said bills as have ah*eady issued, or may 
issue in the course of a year from the time interest begins to 
be computed on them, be, when such interest is paid, otampod 
marked in like manner, to prevent the necessity and expence 
of exchanging them: 

That where any State has adopted similar adequate pro- 
visions, these shall not operate: 

That the several states suspend, as far as possible, the 
issuing of such part of their respective quotas of the said 
bills as remain to be issued. 

On the question to agree to this last, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, 



Iftw Bampshire, 






y-wgima, . 






Mi. SuJliyan, 


•y 




Mr. Jonee, 


»y 




Livermoie, 


•y 


ay 


. Madison, 


«y 


«y 








Bland, 


ay 




Mr. LoyeU, 


•y 


»y 


NorfkOarMm, 






W«rd, 


«y 


Mr, Sharpe, 


ay 




Bliode UaKd, 






Johnston, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Vamum, 


«y 


• 


SmthOarMm, 






CotmoHml, 






Mr. Mathews, 


no 




Mr. Huntington, 


•y 


• 


Bee, 


ay 




NewJeney, 






Motte, 


ay 


«y 


Mr. Houston, 
Pmngi/lvania, 
Mr. Atiee, 

Uan/kmi, 


«y 

«y 
«y 


♦ 

«y 


Eydfflgh, 
Geoijio, 
Mr. Few, 
Howly, 


ay 

•y 
■y 


•y 


Mr.Jeniler, 


«y 


• 









So it was resolved in the affinnative. 

A motion was made, that after the word "issued" be 
added the words, " until further mlasuies be taken to secure 
their value." 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, 
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Uta EamtMrt, 




Holland, 






Mr. SulliTtm, 


■>»1 . 


Mr. JeniJer, 


no 


* 


Livermore, 


noh" 


ru^ma, 










Mr. Jones, 


«y 




Mr. Lovell, 


no) 


M&dison, 


no 


ay 


Ward, 


no 
no) 


Bland, 


«y 




BMt iBUmd, 




North OrcUna, 






Mr. Yamum, 


no)' 


Mr. Sliarpo, 


no 


no 


Cmnectieut, 
Mr. Huntmgton, 


no)« 


Johnston, 

Stmih CbreKno, 

Mr. Mathews, 


no 
no 




New Jersty, 




Bee, 






Mr. HoustOQ, 


no)« 


Motto, 


no 


no 


Permaylvama, 




Ereleigh, 


no 




Mr. AUee, 


no 


Oear^, 






aymer, 


Do no 


Mr. Few, 


no 




T. Smifli, 


no 


Howly, 


no 


no 


So it passed in 


tlie negative 




»MV1. 





> Th« following tapott belonga to thu period. The indonement showa that it ma 
fostpaaed. It is in tlie writbg ol Junes Mitchell Vamum, mnd is in the Papen of tJu 
Contbuntal Crmgreit, No. 30, IV, folio 193. 

Wheraaa the time bu long itaoc ebpaed in which the BUla ol the new EmianoD 
should haTsbeeninued and in CitcuUtion agreeable to the Restdnlion (tf the EigfateenOi 
of March 1780, and whereaa but a part ot the four TenOu d eaid Bilk have been lodged 
in the Tieasory ot the United States notviOiHtanding Urge quantitieB ot the old emis- 
giona have been collected by Taxation and otherwise for the purpose of bung destroyed; 
i^iii l w liiiriiini t liriiwiil f iiiii Tnii t liii a rr i mmriTiatnl j i inifii M j t iiaiiiiinii i iii I iIjl Fiinuii 
^esj It is therefon 

Bsnolvod that a nd Ordained by the authority d tbo TTnit«d States in GcmgreeB 
aaeembled, that the commisaionerB of Uie Loan offices in the respective States cause 
the tonr tenths of the Bills assigned to the said Statee mibjoet to thootdoT of the Unt t o d 
states agraeoble to the said Resolution of the Eighteenth of March, to be sent, without 
delay, to the Treasury Office of the United States deducting such sums as have been 
drawn for by Warrants from CoDgreae provided said bills have been signed and num- 
bered by authccity of said States; and where said bills have not been signed and 
numberod, that the L^ulaturee or Executives of said States cause the same Imme- 
diately to be done: And to prevent Injustice to the United States, be It farther 

Boohed, that the said Com miwri oners of the Loan officers cause the said Bills to 
bear date at and from the Time of signing and numbering as aftnesaid, provided they 
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A motion was made by tSx. [William Churchill] HouBton 

on the forgoing subject : 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [\^^lliam Churehill] Houston, Mr. 

[Joseph] Jones, Mr. [Geoi^] Clymer. 

At a Boabd op Wab, Uas SO, 1781 

Present Mr Paters, CoL QrayBon. 

The Board have the honor to lay before Congresa two different 
reports on the subject of depreciatioQ. \ot knowing the extmt to 
which Congress will deem it proper to make provision, the Board 
have thought it advisable to report two different plans; die one is 
on a large, the other on a contracted scale. 

Footnote— Coatmoed. 

■hall not hftTB been dkted, but oUienriae the «id OHmniasionen are diiectad to cMias 

ImpranmB to be made npon Mid billa in the irorda and Figures following "Interaat 

paid to A D. 1781." as the case may be; irhich date ohall correspond with the 

time of preparing aaid billa to be nnt to the Traaanrj' office aa afcneaid. And to 
prevent tlie consequences lA too great a quantity of money being in dicnlation. It ie 
ittthw ftaaa lT e d. Tha t 

OrdoiMd and the ComnuHianen of the Loan Offices aforsHid aie heteby £rectod 
and enjoined not to iieue any <rf the remaining aix TenUis <^ the said Bills till the 
States respectively shall have deposited with them twenty times as much of the old 
EmissianB u the nominal amount of the said four Tenths and then no faster, or in 
greater qoantitiee, than the said States shall furnish them with twenty times the 
amount of the said remaining ox Tenths of the new Bills in Bills of the cdd Emissitms. 
And the aaid CommisionerB are farther enjoined to cause the said Bills so to be issued 
to bear dat« at the time of issuing or to be impressed as aftveeaid at said time. 

And whereas in many of the States no part ot said Emission of the said Eighteenth 
of March has been redeemed or sunk, fxa the year A. D. 1780. To answer thordon 
the purposes of the said Reaolutitmas &r asmay be, the said CommiHonBn are directed 
to tonranl to the said Treasury of the United States the one uxth of the remaining 
Tenths (rf tlie Quota of their States respectively of nid Emiaaion; Which aaid cim 
fixth shall be destroyed without going into Circulation, 

And whereas the safety of tike United States requires an equal uniform Execution 

ocdidned that the States iriio have not pu t a period t e t h e called oat of (Arculatiaa 
■ Bdeutw ey thai Quotas of the (dd Emission, canae the same to be done as sooo as 
powible by - briagjng in theii w s pectivn p t npa sii w a t o b e de st roy e d ap oo s hle t e -fee 
w M w ia lMttoa ri t h e e j^t ee nfli e f Mm A 

OrinsteMtclthelaatclaase: ordained that the Bills emitted by the United States in 
Coi^rQSB aoembled previous to the Eighteenth of March A. D. 1780, do not Circulate 
or be current in the aaid States, from and after the day of next. 
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1. Beaohed, That the line of the army and the independent Corps 
thereof, and also all Brevet and other Officers not attached to any 
particular commanda, and all other persons of whatsoever description 
on the civil or militaiy staff of the army or acting under the same 
ii4io have been engaged in the Continental Service since the commence- 
ment of the present war shall be entitled to have the depreciation <A 
ihear original pay made up to them, by the several states to which 
they belong agreeable to the Scales of depreciation established by 
such states, and according to the periods for which such persons have 
reepectively served; any resolve to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Reaolved, That each State who shall advance more money in mRlring 
good the depreciation to their own citizens than theai proper propor- 
tion bhall be allowed for the same on Continental account. 

Ruolved, That the auditors of the army be directed to liquidate 
and settle the accounts of all persons entitled to depreciation and 
who are not included in the quota of any of the States, and ascertain 
the balances due on the same in specie, which sums shall be paid as 
soon as the state of the finances will admit out of the public Treasury 
of the United States. 

Hiat it be recommended to the Legislatures of the several States 
to make provision for their respective citizens described in the fore> 
going reeolutions agreeable thereto. 

2. That all officers of the Staff of the army tA every description 
who are now in service and engaged for three years or during the war, 
or who were in service, and so engaged on the 10*^ day of April, 1780, 
shall be entitled to the depreciation of their pay in like manner as is 
directed for officers cA the line and independent Corps by the reso- 
lution of the lOt^ April before mentioned, or any other Keeolutions of 
Congress. 

That all such staff officers who belong to or are inhabitants of any 
particular State shall have their depreciation paid to them by that 
State in the same manner with the officers of the line of the State. 

That all officers and Boldiers of independent Corpe or artificers 
who are inhaMtants of any particular State, and who now are, or 
were in service on the said lO"* day of April, 1780, snd engaged for 
three years or during the war have their depreciation settled and 
paid by the State to which they belong or of which they are or were 
inhabitants in the same mannw with officers and addiras ti the line, 

8eS83'— TOL 80—12—11 
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That all officers and soldiera of the army at large, or of independent 
Corpa and artificers, and all staff officers not beloi^ing to, or being 
inhabitants of any particular State who are now or were in service 
CD the aaid lO*'* day of April, 1780, shall have their accounts for 
depreciation settled by the auditors of the Army in which they now 
serve or shall have served and the sums due in specie on such settle- 
ments certffied by the said auditois shall be paid out of the treasury 
of the United States whensoever the public finances will admit thereof. 

That the officers and soldiers of the lino, staff, or artificers not 
belonging to any State shall produce to the auditore previous to 
their claiming settlements a certificate from the Adjutant General 
or deputy Adjutant General of the army in which they serve or shall 
have served, ascertaining their ranks, appointments, enlistmenta and 
original pay, and certifying that they do not belong to, and have not 
been counted to the quota of any particular State. 

That each State who shall advance more money in making good 
the depreciation to their respective citizens than their proper pro- 
portion shall be allowed for the same on account of the United States. 

That it be recommended to the Legislatures of the several States 
to make provision for their respective citizens described in the fore- 
going resolutions agreeable thereto.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Gock on Monday. 



MONDAY, JUNE 4, 178X 

5fr. [Rt^r] Sherman and Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, delegates 
for the State of Connecticut, attended and took their aeata, 
the former having produced his credentials, which were read, 
as follows: 

At a General Assembly of the Governor and Company of the State 
of Connecticut in America holden at Hartford on the 

BEAi' second Thursday of May being the 10*^ Day of said Monih 
A Dom 1781. 

This Assembly do appoint the Honorable Boger Sherman Esq! a 
Delegate from this State to the Congress of the United States for 

1 This rep«t IB in the Paper* 0/ the Crmttn«ntat Cemsreu, No. 147, V, folio 218. It If 
indonad u having beea read thia day aiid poelponed. 
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the cnireDt Year ia the room of the 'S.ot^ Titus Hosmer Esq' 

Deceased 

A true Copy of Becord 
Examinf 
By Gbobqb Wtiats Secreff * 

A letter, of 16 February, from Mr. Dumas; and 
One, of 11 and 14 March, from W. Carmichael; viece read.' 
A letter, of 28 May, from the governor of Vii^inia; ' 
One, of the 30 May, from the governor of Maryland; and 
One, of 1 June, from the president of the senate and 
speaker of the house of Del^ates of Maryland; were read:* 
Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 
A letter, of this day, from Mr. R. Morris, was read ; Where- 
upon,' 

Resolved, That the disposition and management of that 
part of the money, granted by his Most Christian Majesty to 
these United States, which is to be employed in America, be 
committed to the superintendant of finance, that it may be 
applied to the purposes for which it was granted, namely, a 
vigorous prosecution of the present campa^: 

That what remains unsold of the bills of exchange drawn 
by Older of Congress on the ministers plenipotentiary of these 
United States respectively at Versailles, Madrid, and the 
Hague, be also committed to the superintendant of finance, 
to be by him disposed of for the purpose above mentioned : 
provid^, that none of the bills drawn upon the ministers at 

) Th« (Kiginal \b In the Fapera of the ConimaUal Ctmffrtu, Connedicut, Crtdmtialt 
ofDOegalf. 

' The ietttf ci Maidi 11 is printed in the iKpIomoKe CorrwipoMlmct o/ tJU ^ffurtosn 
£«voIu<um(Whuton), IV, 279. 

■ Thia letter is ia the Paper* 0/ iht Cimiintiaal Ctmgreu, No. 71, II, folio 113. 

*Thelett«rof Hay30iainttiePa}Mrta/(A« ContineiUal Con^rcM, No. 70, (olio 469; 
that ol June 1 ia on folio 473, 

* Thia letter ia in the Paptn 0/ tkt ConftfutUoI Congrtu, No. 137, I, folio 37. The 
flirt two paiagnphs of the reeolntion an ftlao sntwed in th« mannaciipt Secnt 
Jounutl, Foreign Athin. 
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Madrid and the Hague, be sold until he shall have aasuiances 
that funds are provided for paying them: 

That the said superintendant of Finance be, and he is 
hereby, vested with full powers to dispose of the specific 
supplies required from the several states by the act of the 
4th of November last, as well as what remain yet to be fur- 
nished, agreeably to the requisition of the 25 February, 1780, 
in such manner as he, with the advice of the Commander in 
Chief, shall judge will best promote the public interest, and 
answer the purpraes of the present campaign. 

A report of the Board of War, was read; Whereupon, 

Wab Ofpiob June 4. 178t 
Sm, 

In consequence of tbe Besolntion of Congress respecting the Ccm- 
Tention Troops, of the 23* of May: The Board directed Col. Wood 
to b^iin his march as soon as possible ; they have taken evc^ measure 
in their power to prevent delays and interruptions, but from the 
present situation of public affairs it is possible that, unforeseen acd- 
denta may retard his march which may eventually be productive of 
the worst consequences, t^ey therefore request that Congress will 
be pleased to resolve 

Resolved, That Colonel James Wood b^ and he is hereby, 
authorised and directed, in case the supplies of provisions, 
forage, and waggons necessary for the immediate march of 
the Convention troops, and the guards under his command, 
cannot be otherwise obtained, to impress the same, and to 
give information thereof to the executives of the states 
within whose limits he shall be obliged to take such measures.* 

Ordered, That a committee of the week be appointed: 

The members, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, Mr. [Isaac] Motte, 
Mr. [Richard] Howly. 

A letter, of this day, from the supreme ei^culive coimdl 
of Pensylvania, was read, informing that the honorable 
house of assembly, have desired the Board to request a 

> niia raport ia is tlia Papm 0/ d< ConftMiUoI Cmfntt, No. 147, T, folio Stt. 
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conference with a committee of Coogrees, on the quarter- 
maeter'B and commisBary'B certificates, and addreemng Con- 
gress for this purpose/ 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to confer 
Trith the supreme executive council of the State of Pennsyl- 
varua, on tjie subject above mentioned: the members, Mr. 
T[homaB] Smith, Mr. [Isaac] Motte, 'Hii. [Samuel] Johnston. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of 5fr. [Geoi^] Walton, 
a del^ate for the State of Georgia, a warrant issue in his 
favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental 
loan office for the State of Pennsylvania, for eight himdred 
dollars of the new emisedon, for which the State of Geoi^ 
is to be accountable: 

The Board also b^ leave to submit to Coi^ren a letter ftx>m the 
Treasurer of the 1** instant respecting the execution of the Act of Con- 
gress of the 22f ult°: directing him to draw on the respectiTe States 
for their quotas, agreeably to the Acts of the 26? August 17S0, 4*^ 
of November and 16* of Mwdi last.' 

Ordered, That the remidnder of the report, bother with a 
letter, of 1, from Mr. Hill^as, treaainw, be referred to a 
committee of three : 

The members, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [John] 'Wether- 
spoon, Mr. M[eriwether] Smith. 

The committee, Hconsisting of Mr. Vamum, Mr. Bee, and 
Mr. McKean,l| to whom was re-committed tiieu* report on 
the motion of Mr. [James] Madison, respecting the court of 
appeals, reported an ordinance on that subject, which was 
read a first time: 

Ordered, That [to] Morrow be assigned for the second reading 
of the said ordinance. 

> This ietttf i> In the Papm of lb CaUxMnieX Congmi, No. 60, II, folio S8». 
* This npnt 1b in the P«pm o/ tb Gmtm«ntai Om^rM, No. ISe, V, fcOio 369. 
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Ordered, That W - odnogdoy nort to Morrow be asdgned for 
considering the report of the committee on the memorial of 
the honorable the minister of France, (be. 

A report from the Board of Treasuiy was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbeabust Office June 1* 1781 

Upon the Refemnce of a Letter from the Board of War, respecting 
the Claim of Joseph Carson and others, owners of the Carolina 
Packet employed by the Board of War as a Flag to Charleetown — the 
Bsard beg leave to report. 

That agreeably to the Idea held out in the afs** Letter from the 
Board of War, and in Conformity to the opinion of this Board, they 
find due to Joseph Carson and others, Owners of the Carolina Packet 
four hundred specie dollar?, for the Passages of sundry Officers, and 
their Famihee which they are of opinion the publick should pay. 
Hiat respecting demurrage claimed for the detention of the aforesaid 
sloop in Charlestown, the Board have the writen award of Fhilhp 
Moore and Samuel Inglis Merchants of the City of Philadelphia to 
whom the case was referred, who have awarded to the Owners afore- 
said, one hundred pounds in Spede for the detention of the said 
sloop at Charlee-Town. Whereupon the following Order is Sub- 
mitted: 

Ordered, That the Board of War take measures for the 
payment of six hundred and sixty six dollars and two-thirds 
of a dollar of the value of specie to Joseph Carson and others 
owners of the sloop Carolina Packet that sum having been 
found due to them for the passages of sundry officers and 
their families, from Charlestown; and for demurrage awarded 
to them for the detention of the sloop aforesaid at Charles- 
town. 

Hie Board on the R^erence of the Memorial of Col: Kathanial 
Gist dated the 6"* of January 1780 accompanied with an account of 
Disbursements in the Indian Country submit the following state of 
Facts — On the seventh of Febuary 177S the Commissioners of 
accounts settled an account with the said Co' Gist of Expeaces 
incurred on his first Journey into the Cherokee Country in the Year 
J777 in whidi Account is charged a Horse thirty five pounds ten 
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shillingB, and Bimdiy provisioiis paid for in that Nation to the amount 
of thirty eight poimds t«n shillings. 

That the present demand is for a Horse and Piovisions purchased 
in the Indian Country on the aP'' journey as appears by the account 
thereof swoni to before GenJ Woodford, herewith e^bitted, and 
accompanied with the Report of the Chamber of Accounts thereon. 

As there are no Vouchers to support the said account except the 
affadavit aforesaid and as an account was settled of the ElqieQces 
afef, wherein no charge is made of these articlee; and as it does not 
appear to the Board, whether the said Horse was bou^t for public; 
or private use thay cannot take upon them to determine, whether the 
publick ou^t to make good to Colond Gist, this Cha^e, although 
thay have no doubt but the Horse was actually purchased and that 
he was afterwards Loet.' 

Tbbasdbt Ofviob June 4, 1781. 

The Board of Treasury in compti&nce with the order of Oongrees 
dated the S*** of Febr last directing them, "to lay btfore Congress on 
the 1? Monday in every month, an exact state of the returns from 
all the respective loan ofSoee, specifying the old emissions brought in 
tr be destroyed and the new emission retained, subject to the orders 
of Congress, also a state of the taxes, paid in by the respective States " 
herewith submit an estimate containing the same down to the present 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 5. 1781 

The committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
Colonel M. Hazen delivered in a report. 

The leport of the committee on the memorial of the honor- 
able the minister plenipotentiary of France waa taken into 
consideration, and after debate, 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

> This report b in thflPapmo/acCffntmmtalCbn^rm, No. 138, V,f(>lloS66. Itia 
indoned: "Postponed." 

■ Thia repwt is ia th« Pap«n of At Cimtinental Congna, No. 130, T, folio 361. It 
ms raad on this day, as the indonement shorn. 

A letter of this day Irom the Boud of War tranemittiiig sundry letUn bom Western 
faontiea waa read, as the lndataKn«it statea. It is in No. 148, 1, fdio 309. 
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WEDNESDAY. JUNE 6, 1781 

A letter, of this day, from J. Roas, waa read:* 
Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on his 
memomi read the 14 May laat. 

A report from ttie committee of the week was read; Where- 
upon, 

The Committee of the week beg leave to report that the petition 
of John Jordan, James MfKenzie, Joeeph Bnissell and Nicholas Cul- 
Till be referied to the Board of Adnuralty. 

Ordered, Tliat the petition of John Jordan fmd oUiers be 
referred to the Board of Admiralty; 

That the petitwn of Mi^ Lorenzo Ysnaidy be reterred to 
a committee of three: ' 

The members, Mr. ^amuel John] Atlee, Mr. [James 
Mitchell] Yamum, Mr. [Thomas] Bee. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbkascbt OmoB June 4, 1781 

The Board of Treemity have had under tiieir consideration a letter 
of the first instant, from Qustarus Risberg late Deputy Oommissaiy 
General of issues referred to them the 2^ instant. Whereupon they 
beg leave to report. 

That the monqr of tiie 18 of March, 1780, issned in this, or the 
southern States, can't t>e had to make the exchange M' Sisberg pro- 
poses, nor can this Board 8u^;est any other mode, than endeavouring 
to exchange the money he has in a private way, with Gentlemen who 
have occasion for money in the eaatem States—the Board are clearly 
of opinion, that M' Risberg ought not to pass it [ajway, at the loss 
intimated in his letter. 

As to the Warrant on the State of Connecticut for ten thousand 
dollars, mentioned in the said letter, this Board are not of opinion 

1 Thii Utter ia ia the Pap«* 0/ a< CiMttmmtiii OmfiMt, No. 78, XIX, folio 3S1. 

■ Thii report, in the wiltiiig <rf BidiMd Howly, U 1b fiM i^ijMn ()^ (A< OvntMuntt^ 
I, No. 32, foUo 167. 
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that any other Warrant should issae in lien thereof, lliat State no 
doubt irill provide the ways and means to make the payment, altho' 
they have not issued the money of the 18*^ of March, 1780. 

The Board have also considered the report of the Board of War 
upon the letter from the A Q M Geal accompanied with sundry 
letters, esttmatos Soa from B Claibonw D Q M? for the State of 
'^^rginia. 

From the letters and papers aforeeaid the Board are oon'vinoed of 
the necessity of Bupplyiog that department, were it practioaUe, but 
the mode proposed by the IXf Master of the State of Virginia to 
wit, a Warrant on the Loan Offioer of that State, can't possibly answer 
the purpose proposed, for altho' the Loan Officer of that State, had 
money to issue from his office on the 20*^ ult, thero are Warrants of 
Congress on him, Uiat he could not then have been apprised of, to 
the amount of 258,532 dollais and 30/90 of the new emission. 

Therefora for the relief of that department, the Board take the 
liberty to suggest to Congress, the necessity of appropriating a part 
of tiie moneys directed to be drawn for, by the Treasurer of the 
United States, by their Act of the 22^ ultimo. Whereupon the follow- 
ing order is submitted. 

Ordered, That the Traasorer of the United States draw an ordcv 
on the Treasurer of the State of Virginia for doUan payable 

in specie, or other money of equal value to spede, in favor of Charles 
Pettit, Afst Qi Master General, on account of Timothy Pickering 
Esq' (f Master General, to be assigned over, and paid to R Qaibome 
Di (^ Master for the State of Virginia, being part of the monejrg 
directed to be drawn for, by the act of the 22^ May last, to be applied 
to the purposes of the Quarter Masters department to Uie southward, 
for which sum Col Timothy Pickering (^ Master Gen' is to be account- 
able, upon the requisition of the A. Q M General to the Board of War 
and approved by the said Board in thnr tetter of the 31 ultimo, to 
His JE^oellency the President of Congress. 

The Board beg leave further to report. 

Ordered, That on the application of ISx. [Samuel] Johnston, 
one of the delegates for the State of North Carolina, a warrant 
issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the 
continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for dght 
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hundred dollars of the new emission, for which the State of 
North Carolina is to be accountable:' 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report respecting the 
letter of G. Risbei^ and on the report of the Board of War 
on the letter from the aatustant quartermaster general, 
accompanied with Bundiy letters, estimates, &c., &om R. 
Claiborne, deputy quartermaster for the State of ^Hi^nia, 
be postponed: 

Tbeasobt QmoB Jwie 4'^ 1781 

"Die Board of Tnasary haring considered a Letter from Nathaniel 
Barrett dated Boston May 10*'' 17S1 respecting the Loss of two Bills 
of Exchan^ drawn on the Commissioners at Paris, and inclosing a 
Letter from Jonathan Williams, relative to the said Bills, dated at 
Nantz the 20*^ of Mardi last beg leave to report 

That it appears by the said Letter and Testimonies on oath 
ezhibitted and filed, that the first and second Bills of two sets of 
Exchange drawn by the United States on the Commissioners at Paris 
in favor of Mf John Loring or order, Kf 73 for twenty four dollars and 
N? 70 for thirty dollars, both dated November 10*'' 1778, and issued 
by the Commissioner of the Continental Loan Office for the State of 
MassachuBetta, (as he has certified to this Board) were inclosed 1^ 
the said Nathaniel Barrett to Jonathan Williams of Nantz and 
forwarded by Captains Ame and Carzneau, both of whom sailed for 
Europe in the fall of the year 1778 the first of whom after being 
chased by the Enemy and dismasted put into Cadiz, and the latter 
was taken; the third Bill was inclosed and went by Co! Dirks, who 
sailed about the same time, and says l^ Accident the letter was lost — 
the fourth Bill was sent by Captain Grinnel, tdio sailed for Holland 
in the year 1779, was cast away and lost his papers. The forgoing 
Facts as stated having been certified on Oath, the Board have no 
Reason to doubt the Truth and therefore eubmit the following Beso- 
lution: 

Ordered, That the treasurer of loans agn and transmit to 
Nathaniel Appleton, commissioner of the continental loan 

■ This report is ia th« Papen ef Ott ContinaUal Congnti, Ho. 147, T, fotio 247. It 
u indarsed by Thomgon: The Houae seenu to concur in opinion with the board m 
the tdvutce of money for the quuter [maater'B] Department in Virginia. Postpcmed. 
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o£Soe for the State of Maasachusetts, to be by him issued to 
Natfa^el Barrett, two sets of exchange, of the tenor and 
date of two sets drawn by the United States on the commis- 
sioners at Paris, in favor of Mr. John Loring, or order. No. 73, 
for twenty-four dollars, and No. 76, for thirty dolliurs; both 
dated November 10, 1778, and issued by the commissioDer 
of the continental loan office for the State of Massachusetts 
aforestud: which by proofs and affidavits lodged at the 
Board of Treasury, appear to have been lost; except that 
each set, now drawn, consist of the 5th, 6th, 7th, 8^ bills, 
one of the eight only to be paid; that the treasurer of loans 
furnish the said Nathaniel Barrett with quadruplicate letters 
of advice, each containing a certified copy of the foregoing 
order; and that the said Nathaniel Barrett enter into bond 
to the loan officer aforesaid, on behalf of the United States, 
with two or more sufficient freeholders as securities, in 
double the amount of the value of the said bills, with con- 
dition to indemnify the United States against the holder or 
holders of any of the bills aforesaid, which are said to be lost, 
shoxild any such appear.^ 

The committee to whom was referred their report of 
the conamunications made to them by the minister of 
France, having reported th^^on, their report was 
taken into consideration: And thereupon, 

Resolved, That the minister plenipotentiary, &c. be 
authorised and instructed to concur, in behalf of these 
United States, with his Most Christian Majesty in ac- 
cepting the mediation proposed by tlie Empress of Rus- 
sia and the Emp^vr of Germany; and but to accede to 
ft ny tfooty of pooeo- which nu>y bo thoiotmlt thoroof 

■ This report ie in the Papm of tb* Caniinentai Qmgmt, No. 138, V, lolio 363. 
From tfaia point, the proceedings for the cUy were entered only in the mutuicript 
Secret JounuJ, Foreign Aifuia, and in the More Secret Joomal. 
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in whioh tho iadopondonoo and ooToioignty of tho 
feii toMi Unitod B totoo ia offootunlly aooui ' od to thorn 
[no treaty of peace which shall not be such as may 
effectually secure the independence and sovereignty of 
the thirteen Btates,] according to the form imd effect of the 
treaties subsisting between the said states and his most 
Christian Majesty, and in which the said treaties shall 
not be left in their full force and validity. 
Sa fc- tii e- boaadari M ef fc h e aa id rtrtw b e m foIIow B i ' 

A motion was ihea made by ISi. [John] ^therspoon, 
seconded by Ab*. [William Churchill] Houston, That the 
minister who ia to negotiate in behalf of the United 
States be further instructed aa follows: 

"But as to disputed boundaries, and other particu- 
lars, we refer you to your former instructions, from 
which you will eaoly perceive the desires and expecta- 
tions of Congress; but we think it unsafe at this distance 
to tie you up by absolute and peremptory directions 
upon any other subject than the two essential articles 
abovementioned. You will, therefore, use your own 
judgment and prudence in securing the interest of the 
United Statee in such manner aa cu'cumstances may 
direct, imd as the state of the belligerent and disposition 
of the mediating powers may require." 

" You are to make the most candid imd confidential 
communications, upon all subjects, to the ministers of 
our generous ally the king of France; to undertake 
nothing in the n^;otiations for peace without their 
knowledge and conouirence; and to make them sensible 
how much we rely upon hb Itfajesty's influence for 
effectual 8upp<nrt, in every thing that may be necessary 

> This nport, in the writing ol Itam Uadiion, except the part in bnckete, whidi 
is is Sunud Huntington's uniting, is in dte Paptn q/* At CotUinmtal Cangrm, No. 

as, I, loiio 439. 
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to the present Becurity or future proeperity of the United 
States of America." * 

On the question to agree to the first paragraph, the 
yeaa and nays being required by Mr. M[eriwether] 
Smith— 



NewSampMn, 






McryUmd, 




Mr. SuUiTan, 


•y| 




Mr. JeniJer, 


•y 


livermoie, 


•yl 


ay 


Firjinii, 










Mr. Madison, 


no 


Ur. LoveU, 


nol 




Bland, 


no 


Ward, 


no 


no 


M. Smith, 


no 


Blu)de Iilani, 






North Carolina, 




Mr. Vamum, 


»y 


• 


Mr. Shsrpe, 


»y 


Connecticut, 






Johnston, 


no 


Mr. S. Huntington, 


no 




Soviih Carolina, 




Ellsworth, 


ay 


no 


Mr. Mathe™, 


ay 


Sherman, 


no 




Bm, 


•y 


Ifew Jersey, 






Motto, 


»y 


Mr. Witherspoon. 


•yl 


ay 


ffeoiyio, 




Houston, 


■■yl 


Mr. Walton, 


•y 


Pennrylvania, 






Pew, 


•y 


Mr. Atlee, 


«y 




Howly, 


•y 


aymer. 


«y 


ay 






T. Smith, 


•y 









So the question was lost. Whraceupon, 
Ordered, That the report together with the forgoing 
motion be re-committed. 

AradBALTT owwi<m June 6^ 1781. 
llie Boud of Admiralty have the honor to infcnrm the Honorable 
the United States in Congress assembled, that they have conferred 
with the Superintendant of Finance on ways and means for manning 
and fitting out the Frigate TrvmbuO., That the result thereof was, 
that he would furnish paper money sufficient for manning said Ship 
and liable the Board to procure such articles as will be necessaiy 
to complete her outfit. 

I Tbja motion, in the writing of John Withenpoon, and ths vote ue In fiLe Fapen 
qf At Omtmtitlal Cottgnu, No. 25, 1, folio 438. 
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There will be nothiiig to impede the equipment of this Ship, when 
your honorable body ehall have decided on the report, which the 
Board had the honor lately to lay on yaar table, respecting the mode 
of payment of officers pay and subeistenoe and of seamens bounty 
and wages &', &". 

The Board therefore hope that it will be agreeable to your Hon- 
orable Body to take up and decide on that Beport immediately.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, JUNB 7, 1781 

The committee on the Post Office, to whom waa referred 
am extract of the letter from the director general, deliv^cd 
in a report. 

The report of the committee on the memorial from the 
minister of France was taken into consideration, and after 
debate,' 

The ccnnmittee to whom waa re-commltted their 
report, together with the motion of Mr. [John] Wither- 
spoon, reported, that they have considered the subject 
referred to them, and submit to the consideration of 
Congress the motion of Mr. [John] Witherspoon, together 
with the following additional and secret instructions 
with respect to the boundaries of the United States: 

1. You are to use your utmost endeavoiUB to Becm« 
the limits Gxed, exactly accordiog to the description in 
3rour former instructions. 

2. If tliat cannot be obtained, it is the wish of Con- 
gress that a peace be made without fixing woatowi limita 

1 ■nds raport is in the Paptn <^ Bit ConHnrntal Contnti, No. 37, folio 471. It wm 
lead on thii day, u the indonement Bhowi. 

' From thu point the pioceedingB' for June 7 wen entered only In tite nutnuicript 
Secret JoonuJ, Foreign ASiin, and io flu Hon Seoet JounutL 
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but oonflidoring tbu toj p ritory nc r ol -T ^ht belonging 
to tbo Indian - noti eBB northern and western limits; but 
leaving them to futtu^ discussion. 

3. If that also Is found impracticable, and boiindari^ 
must be ascertained, you are to obtam as advantageous 
a settlement as possible in favour of the United States.' 

The secret instructions were taken into consideration; 
and on the qu^ion to agree to the first, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. M[eriwether] Smith — 

Resolved in the aflfirmative, every member answer- 
ing Ay. 

On the question to agree to the second, the yeas and 
nays bang required by Mr. M[eriwether] Smith — 



rV 



New Sampahire, 






Jforylami, 




Mr. SuUivftn, 


no 




Mr. Jenifer, 


ay 


Idvennore, 


no 


no 


Fiyini., 




MaaaMhuaetts, 






Mr. Jones, 


ay 


Mr. Lovell, 


«y 


diT. 


Madison, 


ay 


Ward, 


no 


Bland, 


ay 


Rhode Island, 






M. Smith, 


no 


Mr. Vftmrnn, 


«J 


• 


NorO, Cardiiui, 




ConnecHcat, 






Mr. Sharpe, 


ay 


Mr. Huntington, 


ay 




Johnston, 


*y 


EllBworth, 


«y 


«y 


SoiA CaroliTia, 




Shflrm&n, 


»y 




Mr. Mathews, 


ay 


Ifevj Jenetf, 






Bee, 


ay 


Mr. Witherepoon, 


■y 




Motte, 


ay 


Homton, 


.yl 


ay 


Oeorgia, 










Mr. Walton, 


ay 


Mr. Atlee, 
Clymer, 


•y 
«y 


ay 


Few, 
Howly, 


ay 

ay 



So it was resolved in the aflSrmative. 

■Th«w inatracUona, in tb« writing <A John Mthen^ocm, Brain tiiePap<nq^(ft« 
Contmenud Congnu, No. 25, 1, folio 438. 



d by Google 



I Joumala of Congress 

On the queetion to agree to the third, the yeas and 
ua3rs being required by 'Mi. [Meriwether] Smith — 



Nm EampMn, 






llaryh^i, 




Mr. SuUiTan, 


«yl 




Mr. Jenifer, 


ay 


LiTermore, 


.y) 


ay 


T»yi»i., 




Masaaihvsetttt 






Mr. Jones, 


no 


Mr. LoreU, 


nol 




Madison, 


no 


Ward, 


no) 


no 


Bland, 


no 


Siode lOand, 






M. Smith, 


no 


Mr. Vamtim, 


*y) 


• 


NmiK CardUna, 




Omneaiad, 






Mr. Shaipe, 


ay 


Mr. S. Huntington, 


«y 




Johnston, 




E]]8Worth, 


ay 


ay 


Siruih Carolina, 




Shennon, 


no 




Mr. Mathews, 


ay 


NanJtnty, 






Bee, 


ay 


Mr. Witherspoon, 


ay 




Motte, 


ay 


Houston, 


ay 


ay 


Oeoivia, 










Mr Walton, 


ay 


Mr.aymer, 


ay) 


* 


Few, 
Howly, 


ay 
ay 



So the queetion was lost. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 



FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 1781 

A report from the Board of War waa read; Whereupon, 
Wab Offtob, June 6, 1781 
Sm 

Tha Board reported to Congresa on the 31** of May the expediency 
of furnishing money for repairing fifteen hundred stand of Arms for 
the use of the Militia of the Southern States. The reason why the 
Board made their application on so contracted a scale, vaa the 
difficulty which they knew the supplying the Money would be attended 
with. Since this they have conferred with M' Morris on the subject 
which has encouraged them to request that Congress will be pleased 
to direct that all the Arms at this post be immediately repaired and 
that these Aims as well as those ordered on by the Commander in 
Chief be sent forward to the Southern States in such proportions as 
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shall be thou^t expedient towards aiming Uie Continental Troops 
uid Militia of those States. 

The Board have the Honor to inclose the Estimates for Repairs 
and Transportation also an Estimate for thirteen hundred Cartridge 
Boxes for the use of the new levies of Maryland and Vii^inia. The 
Deputy Quarter Master has made his Calculations on Fredericks- 
burgh in Viiginia and Baltimore in Maryland as the points of destina- 
tion this will make the Estimate for transportation in some measure 
defectiTe as the Board think it expedient that part of the Anns should 
be sent to the upper parts of North Carolina, The Board will be 
glad to know the pleasure of Congress on this Occasion that no time 
may be lost and when M' Morris has accepted of bis Office they will 
apply for r^ular warrants in faTOur of the different departments.' 

Ordered, That the Board take order for having all the arms 
at this poet immediately repaired; and that these arms, as 
veil as those ordered on by the Commander in Chief, be sent 
forward to the southern states, in such proportions as shall 
be thought expedient towards arming the continentfd troops 
and militia of th(»e states.' 

Hie subject of the instructions was resumed; and 
the first part of Mr. [John] Ti^n^therspoon's motion, which 
was again reported by the committee, being under 
debate, a motion was made by the State of Virginia to 
add to it as follows: 

"Provided that you shall not recede from the former 
ultimatum of Congress on the subject of the boundaries 
of the United States, in any part thereof, except with 
respect to so much of the said ultimatimi as ddineates 
the boundaiy from the intersection of the forty-fifth 
degree of north latitude with the river St. Lawrence to 
the mouth of the IlioDois river, from which you are 
authorised to recede so far as to agree that the boundary 
of the states between these two points shall run from 
t^e intersection afores^d, through the middle of the 

■ TUa report is in the Paptn of Oia ConHnmUd Cmgrttt, No. 147, V, folio 277. 
' Ytoai thla pt^t the proceedlsgB for June B were entered only in the nunuacript 
Secret Jounul, Eoreign AfEun, end in the Hera Secret Jounul, 

B6S82'— TOL 20—12- 12 
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Baid rivers, of Lake Ontario, of the Strait of Niagara, and 
of Lake Erie, to the mouth of the Miami river, thence 
in a direct line to the source of the river Illionois, and 
thence down the middle of the said river to its confluence 
with the Mis8iB»ppi." ' 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
being required by Sfr. [Theodorick] Bland — 

New Hampahire, 

Mr. Sullivan, no j 

IdTermore, do J 
Matsaehusetta, 

Mr. Lovell, no 1 

Ward, no J ' 
Rhode Island, 

Mr. VamOm, no } * 
ConneeHeut, 
Mr. S. Huntingt(ni, no 1 

EUsirortfa, no i 

Shennao, no | 
New Jersey, 

Mr. WitJierspoon, no 1 

Houaton, no ) 
Pentuylvan4a, 

Mr. Atlee, no ) 

Clymer, no J 

So it passed in the negative. 

A motion was then made by the State of Vii^inia to 
add tlie words following: 

"Provided that you shall not in any case agree to a 
cession of any part of the territory lying on the south- 
east ode of the river Ohio; nor admit any exclu»ve 
chums on the part of Great Britain to the territory lying 
between the said river, the rivers Mississippi and Illionois, 
and the lakes Erie aad Ontario.'" 

I Thja motioD, in tiie writing of J&mea Hadiaon, is In the Paptn of At Continenlal 
Congnu, No. 2G, I, lolio 441. 

* ^UB motioii, in the writing of Junee Madiaon, ia in the Papen t^f S»e Continenlal 
Ongrm, No. 86, 1, b^ 443. 



M,mMnd, 






Mr. Jenifer, 


no 




CaiTotl, 


no 


no 


Yir^ma, 






Mr. Jones, 


«y 




Madison, 


ay 




Bland, 


ay 


»y 


M. Smith, 


«y 




Norfk Oarclina, 






Mr. Shaipe, 


aj 


div 


Johnston, 


no 




Sooft CoroBno, 






Mr. Mathem, 


no 




Bee, 


no 


no 


Motte, 


no 




Swiyio, 






Mr. Walton, 


no 




Pew, 


no 


no 


Howly, 


no 
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A division was called for; and on the question to 
agree to the first clause as far as "the river Ohio" 
incluffive, the yeas and nays beii^ required by Mr. 
[James] Madison — 



New Hampahire, 
Mr, SuUivaD, 

LiTermore, 
Maaaachuetta, 
Mr. Lovell, 
Ward, 
Bhode Island, 

Mr. Vamimi, 
Cofmetiimi, 
Mr. S. Himtizigton, 
Ellsworth, 
Shfirman, 
New Jersey, 
Mr, Witherspoon, 
HoustoB, 
Permtylvama, 
Mr. Atlee, 
Clymtt, 



ay}* 



div. 



ay 



Maryland, 
Mr. Jenifer, no 
Carroll, no 
Virgima, 
Mr. Jones, aj 

Madison, ay 
Bland, ay 

M. Smitii, ay 
North CartAina, 
Mr. Sharpe, no ] 
Johnston, no | 
Sov^ Cardina, 
Mr, Mathews, no I 
Bee, no [ no 

ay J Motte, no I 

Oeorgvi, 
Mr. Walton, no I 
Few, no I no 

Howly, no I 

So it passed in the negative, and the second clause 
was dropped. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Meriwether] Smith, 
seconded by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, to strike out all 
that follows the words, "expectations of Coi^ress."' 

> Hm folloving, in tbe writing of Junes Madiwn, seenu to belong to ihia part ol tbe 
Joam&l. It ii ia the Paptrt of the ContituiUal Cangnt$, No. 25, 1, folio 447. 

With rapect to tha bonnduies of the 13 TJ. Bt»t«e yon may if any obataclea to 
peace can be thereby avoided, and it ahould be apimrved by our Ally, leave the same 
altogether untouched and open to fntura adjtutment. But ae Oiey will in all prob- 
ability become an article of diacnadon, yon are in the firat instance to nae every 
prudent endeavour to obtain an admiaaion on the part of G, B, of the bonndaiiea 
deaoribed in the ultimatum of Congraea on that aubject: and in caae neither of 
these ptirpoeee can be effected you are to insist on the exclnsive right of the U. Stalea 
to aU the Territory included in the aaid ultimatum which is actually settled by citiaena 
of any one of the 13 states, and avoid admitting any exclusive claJim in favor of G. B. 
to die Territory remaining within the boundaries described in the aforesaid ultimatum, 
idtich ia settled ndthei by dtiiena of the U. St*tei sar by Mibjecla at the Kii« of 
O.B. 
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Question put. 

Passed in the negative. 

On the question to agree to the first part of Mr. [John] 
Witherspoon's motion, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. [Itferiwether] Smith — 



Nem EampnTure, 












Mr. SnlliTan, 


«y 




Mr. Jenifer, 


ay 




Livermore, 


■y 


ay 


Carroll, 


ay 


ay 


MtuMchusettg, 






Firymia, 






Mp. Lovell, 


ay 




Mr. Jone., 


no 




Ward, 


•y 


ay 


Madison, 


no 




Bhide Mand, 






Bland, 


no 


no 


Mr. Vamum, 


•y 


* 


M. Smith, 


DO 




ConnMAeut, 






Nartk Carotina, 






Mr. S. HuntingtoQ, 


«y 




Ur.Shaipe, 


ay 




Ellsworth, 


«y 


ay 


Johnston, 


ay 


ay 


Sherman, 


•y 




SoiM Omlim, 






New Jenetj, 






Mr. Mathews, 


ay 






ay 




Be., 


ay 


ay 


Houston, 


■y 


ay 


Motte, 


ay 










Georgia, 






Mr. AUee, 


*y 




Mr. Walton, 


ay 




Clymer, 


•y 


ay 


Few, 
Howly, 


ay 
ay 


ay 



So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

On the question to agree to the second clause, viz. 
"You are to make the most candid," &c. to the end, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Artemas] 
Ward— 



New Hampshire, 






OmnedMiil, 




Mr. Sulliyan, 


ay 




Mr. S. Huntington, 


ay 


LiTermore, 


ay 


ay 


Ellsworth, 


ay 


Maelaehwiettt, 






Sherman, 


ay 


Mr. Lovell, 


no 




New Jereetj, 




Ward, 


no 


no 
no 


Mr. Witherepoon, 


ay 


Bhode laland. 






Houston, 


ay 


Mr. Vamum, 


ay 


• 
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JTortJl Oiroitiia, 




Ur. AtlM, 


'^l.v 


Mr.Sliarpe, 


«y 


Cljmar, 


ay)'^ 


Johnston, 


«y 


Xarylaml, 




Sooft «iro!>no. 




Mr. Jenifer, 


'^!.y 


Mr. Mathews, 


«y 


CrroU, 


.7)'^ 


Bee, 


«y 


Vir^ia, 




Motte, 


«y 


Mr. Jonea, 


ay 




Oeorgiil, 




Madison, 


«y 




Mr. Walton, 


«y 


Bland, 


«y 


»y 


Few, 


•y 


M. Smith, 


«y 




Howly, 


«y 



ay 



So it was resolved in the aflBrmative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, 
seconded by Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, to reconsider the 
third of the additional and secret instructions reported 
by the committee. 

The question being put, was lost, only six statra being 
in the affirmative. 

On moUon of Mr. [John] Witherspoon, seconded by 
Mr. [George] Oymer, 

^solved, That the first and second of the additional 
and secret instructions passed yesterday be reconsidered. 

The question being then severally put to agree to 
the first and second of the additional and secret instruc- 
tions, 

Passed in the n^ative. 

BEFOBT or COMKnTEB INBTBUCTIONB TO THE UINIBTEBS FLENIPO. 
TO NEGOTIATE A PEACE. 

SeecHved, Th&i the Ifinister Plenipotentiaiy of these United States 
at the Courts of Yera&illes and Madrid be joined with the honorable 
John Adams in negotiating a peace between these States and Great 
Britain, and that they or any two of them to - be - ebtig a toiy ■ upon - tbe 
I - of AmoBOft -t md - ^b ftfc -^ - foIlowing '- inHt«ia t iopfl-be 
t be authorized to ne g otiato a pcftoe 
OT execute the eame, agreeable to the following Instructiona. 
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meTRuanova pod miii teBs-rkOMm. 

SiB Gbntlehen, 

As by the Intervention of the Courts of Fetetsburgh and Yieiuui, 
a negotiation between the Belligerent Powera w3t maysoon take place, 
and as yettv former jnstnictiona given to m Adama, under circum- 
stances which would warTBnt the claims therein made by Congress, 
;«« may in case a n^otiation should immediately take place we)d4 
only serve to embarrass you and perhaps be a means of leaving us to 
support the war without the aid of our Allies, you will therefore 
con^der all former instructions given on this head as not landing 
upon you or either of you in tmy respect and conform y e ui 's olf your- 
Bclves to the following instruotio BB. 

Viz. !■'. You are to make it a preliminaiy article to any n^otia- 
tion, that Great Britain shall agree to treat with the United States 
as Sovereign free and Independent. 

2'''. You shall take especial care also that the Independence of the 
said States be effectually assured and confinned by the treaty or 
treaties of peace according to fhe form and effect of the Treaty of 
Alliance with his Most Christian Majesty, and you shall not agree to 
such treaty or treaties unless the same be thereby so assured and 
confirmed. 

The Boundaries of these States shall be 

Congress having the highest confidence in the justice of the Mediat- 
ing Powers, and in the friendship of his Most Christian Majesty direct 
you in idl other points to conform yourself to the advice and opinion 
of the Minister Plenipotentiaiy, who may be appointed on the part 
of his Christian Majesty to negotiate a peace and therefore 

Although former instructions given to M>' Adams upon this subject 
are not to be considered as binding upon you yet they will serve to 
explain the mshee of Congress the contents of which and of these 
instructions you will communicate to tiie Minister Plenipotentiary 
of his Most CSuistian Majesty, and solicit his aid and influence to pro- 
cure a compliance with Buch of those demands as may be found 
practicable to obtain. 

Should it be found impracticable to conclude a Treaty of Peace 
and a Truce should be proposed and tiiought advisable by the Pleni- 
potentiaries of the other Belligerent Powers you may agree thereto 
upon such terms as may by them be thought reasonable.^ 

■ Hub report, in the writing of John SuUivui, ie in the Papen </ Ae Continental 
Congrat, No. 26, 1, folio 443. 
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The mstructioDB as agreed to are as follows: 

You are hereby authorised and instructed to conctir, 
in behalf of these United States, with his Most Chris- 
tian Majesty, in accepting the mediation proposed by 
the Empress of Russia and the Emperor of Gennany. 
But you are to accede to no treaty of peace which shall 
not be such as may, 1st, effectually seeing the inde- 
pendence and sovereignty of the thirteen states, accord- 
ing to the form and effect of the treaties subsisting 
between the said states and his Most Christian Majesty; 
and, 2dly, in which the said treaties shall not be left in 
their full force and validity. 

As to disputed boundaries, and other particulars, we 
refer you to your former instructions of the 14 August, 
1779, and 18 October, 1780, from which you will easily 
perceive the desires and expectations of Congress; 
but we think it unsafe at this distance to tie you up 
by absolute and peremptory directions upon any other 
subject than the two essential articles above-mentioned. 
You will therefore use your own judgment and prudence 
in securing the interest of the United States in such 
manner as circumstances may direct, and as the state 
of the belligerent and disposition of the mediating 
powers may require. 

You are to make the most candid and confidential 
communications, upon all subjects, to the ministers of 
our generous ally the king of France; to undertake 
nothii^ in the negotiatioDS for peace or truce, without 
their knowledge and concurrence; and to make them 
sensible how much we rely upon his Majesty's influence 
for effectual support in every thing that may be neces- 
sary to the present security or future prosperity of the 
United States of America.' 
[Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.] 

' A letter, of thie d»]r, from the Boud of War, waa read, relative to the pay of Mr. 
Lotbinited, as the indonemont indicates. It lain the Papert ofUu GmliTtaUal Qm- 
grm, No. 148, 1, folio 403. 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 1781 

The report of the committee on the memorial of the minister 
of France was taken into consideration, and after debate;^ 

On motion of Mr. [John] Witherspoon, 

Resolved, That the followiz^ additional instruction 
be given. 

If a difficulty should arise m the course of the nego- 
tiation for peace from the backwardness of Britain to 
make a formal acknowledgment of our independence, 
you are at liberty to agree to a truce, or to make such 
ot^er conceasiona as may not affect the substance of 
what we contend for; and provided that Great Britain 
be not left in poesession of any part of the thirteen 
United States.^ 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [Aj^wether] Smith — 



Ncv) Mompsmtv, 






Marylimd, 






Mr. SuIMthh, 


•y 




Mr. Janjfer, 


•y 




LdTermore, 


ay 


ay 


CarroU, 


•y 


ay 


Miutachuea,, 






riyinio. 






Mp. LoveU, 


ay 




Mr. Jones, 


•y 




Ward, 


«y 


ay 


Madison, 


»y 


div 


BlaJ« Iihnd, 






Bland, 


no 




Mr. Yamum, 


no 


• 


M. Smith, 


DO 




CmnaHtna, 






NctH Oavtma, 






Mr. S. HuntiDgtoQ, 






Mr. Sharpe, 


•y 




Ellsworth, 


ay 


ay 


Johnston, 


•y 


*y 


Sherman, 


«y 




Sovih CaroHna, 






New Jersey, 






Mr. Mathews, 


ay 




Mr. Witherapoon, 


ay 


ay 


Bee, 


ay 


»y 


Houaton, 


«y 




Motte, 


ay 




P«nnayluinta, 






Georgia, 






Mr. Montgomery, 


ay 




Mr. Walton, 


ay 




AUee, 


ay 




Few, 


ay 


ay 


Clymer, 
T. Smith, 


ay 

ay 


«y 


Howly, 


»y 





■ From thia point, the proceedingB for June 9 were ent««d only in the muiiucript 
Secret Journal, Foreign ASbin, and in the Hore Secret JounuU. 

■ This motion, in the writing of John Witherapoon, ia in the Papm <^Oie Contuuntal 
Omgreu. No. 26, 1, folio 460. 
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So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The committee having reported as their opinion, 
that some persons be joined with the honourable John 
Adams in negotiating a treaty of peace between these 
United States and Great Britwn— 

On the question, Shall any person or persons be 
joined, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John] 
Mathews — 



Neut Eampahire, 






Marylmd, 




Mr. Suffiriin, 


no 




Mr.Joniler, 


•y 


liTermore, 


no 


no 


Carroll, 


•y 


Maaaaeh^ueOi, 






rirginio, 




ISx. LoyeU, 


no 




Mr.Joneo, 


no 


Wurd, 


no 


no 


Madison, 


no 


Ehxii Iiimd, 






Bland, 


no 


Mr. Yamum, 


no 


* 


M. Smith, 


no 


Ootmeduna, 






NoHh Oanjlina, 




Mr. Huntington, 


no 




Mr. Sharpe, 


•y 


EUsworth, 


no 


no 


Johnston, 


no 


Shennan, 


no 




SouA Ciiroltno. 




New Jersey, 






Mr. Matheirs, 


ay 


Mr. Withetspoon, 


no 




Boe, 


«y 


HonBton, 


no 




Motta, 


ay 








eeorsia, 




Mr. Montgomery, 


no 




Mr. Walton, 


«y 


Atlee, 


•y 




Few, 


no 


Clymer, 


«y 


ay 


Howly, 


>y 


T. Smith, 


«y 









So it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That the committee appointed to confer 
with the minister of France communicate confidentially 
to tiim the substance <rf the foregoing instructions; and 
that they prepfure an answer to the letter from his Most 
Christian Majesty; and a letter to Dr. Franklin; that 
they also revise the instructions given to tlie minister 
plenipotentiary respecting a treaty of commerce with 
Great Britain, and report thereon. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 
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MONDAY, JUNE ii, 1781 

A letter, of 10th May, from Major General Greene, was 
read:^ 

Ordered, That it be rrferred to the Board of War. 

Another letter, of 14th, and one, of 16th, May, from Major 
General Greene, were read, with sundry papers enclosed : ' 

Ordered, That they be rrferred to the Committee of Intelli- 
gence. 

A letter, of 6, from the Rev. James Caldwell, waa read, 
with simdry papers enclosed: 

Ordered, That they be referred to a qommittee of three : 

The members, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, Mr. [Theo- 
dorick] Bland, Mr. [George] Clymer. 

A letter, of [April 3] from Br^adier General Moultrie, with 
sundry papers enclosed, was read: * 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Committee of Intelli- 
gence. 

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That the memorial of Captain Nicholson, and the 
memorial of Captain Read, be r^erred to the committee to 
whom was referred the letter from Captain J. P. Jones, and 
that tiieir report on that subject be re-committed.* 

The committee to whom were referred the letters of Briga^ 
dier General Moultrie; and 

llie Committee to whom the letters of General Moultrie were 
referred — beg leave to report; that thay have conversed with several 
persons of Cliaracter and veracity, from whom the committee have 
obtained the most authentic information, that notwithstanding the 
Solemn engagements entered into between Major General Lincoln and 
> Tiaa letter is in the Paper* o/Uie Continmtal Congrtu, No. 155, II, folio 67. 
■llie letter of 14tli lain ih» Pap«n of the Ctmtmmtal Ccmgrea, No. 156, II, folio 
69; that of ISth ie on folio 71. 
■ Thie letter la In tlie Papett of the Omtmenlol Congrtf, No. 168, folio 497. 
* Nicholem'fl memorial is in tbe Paper* of the Ccntmadal Ccmgreu, No. 41, Til, 
folio 67; Bead's is in No. 41, VIII, foUo 306. 
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Sir Henzy CUnton, and Admiral Arbuthnot previous to the Surrender 
of the garriaon of Cbarlestown in the State of South Carolina, the most 
Bhameful infraction of the articles of Capitulation have taken place on 
the part of the British — that outrages abhorrent to Civilized Nations 
have been praotiaed and sanctioned by the British General Comwallis, 
and the Officeni and Men which eompo e o the banditti under his com- 
mand ; that theOfficers of the Army of the United States have been sep- 
erated from the men, that the latter have been sent on board prison 
Ships where thay Suffer the most intolerable hardships with a view to 
compel them to inlist in the service of the king of Great Britain and 
to be guilty of parricide and treason to their kindred and coimtiy; 
that proclamations have been issued by Comwallis Balfour and 
other Officers in the pay of the British tyrant dooming the citizens 
of the United Statee who should be taken in arms in the just defence 
of their lives and property, and in repelling the invasion of their 
vindictive and plundering Enemiee to a halter; that several valuable 
citizens have been accordingly hanged in the States, of South Carolina 
and Georgia; that the Officers of theee United States in Captivity are 
exposed to the greatest contumelies and insults and every species of 
decency and humamty is discarded in their treatment of the unhappy 
persons of both Sezee, that are within thedr power; that many worthy 
citizens who were prisoners in Charleetown, were seized in their beds, 
and transported to the Castle of S' Augustine in East Florida, in 
gross violation of the articles of capitulation which secured to them 
their property and reeidence in that garrison, that a Major Benson 
who executed the business of seizing theee (Gentlemen, was guilty 
of the Oreatest indecency, not suffering the wives of the persons who 
were in bed to retire, and compelling them to listen to the abusive 
and Scurrilous ribaldry of both himself and the Soldiers who were 
with him. It was not to be expected that infractors of the most 
Solemn engagements would confine themselves to any reasonable 
boimds in cases which had only humanity and the practice of civilized 
nations, as a tie of restraint ; that in all theee circumstances a general 
distress of wives and children widows and orphans prevailed devas- 
tations and burning as cruel as they were unnecessary helpless women 
and children sitting on the ruins of their houses, perishing with cold 
and famine, marked the progress of the British, nor does it appear 
that they Confined themselves to this kind of burning and devastation — 
temples dedicated to the service of the moet high God, could not 
escape their Brutal fury. Thm conflagration of churches compleated 
a violation on their part of every right human and divine. 
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It appeaiB further to your Committee that the British admirals 
and other naTal commandras have been gOTemed by similar prin- 
ciples of unrestrained barbarity and OLahce, in their treatment of 
the citizens of these United States serving in the naval department, 
who have fallen into their hands, great nimibers have been forced into 
loathsome prison Ships, particularly at New York, where thay fell 
victims to pestilence and famine others have been violently tbjown 
on board the British kings Ships and compelled to fight against their 
kindred and Country — ^nor does it appear that a distinction of 
persons was attended to, Captains and commanders of ships, mates 
and other Officers have experienced the same barbarous usage with 
common mariners — some have been compelled to serve in the lowest 
stations in the British Ships — othOTS have been transported from their 
friends and Country to Britain and other foreign places — and in all 
cases have been treated with the most unrelenting rigor. 

That it appears further to your Committee, that a new species of 
violence ha^ been exercised by the King of Great Britain, as unau- 
thorised by the laws of nations, as it is derogatory to the honor and 
undoubted independence of these United States. Tlie commitment 
of the HonUe Heniy Laurens a Citizen of these United States, and 
invested whith the character of minister Plenipotentiary to the 
United Provinces to the Tower on suspicion of treason, the commit- 
ment of Capt Oustavus Conyngham, and William Drew for hi^ 
treason to the old Mill Prison in the borou^ of Plymouth in Great 
Britain, and of a number of others in similar circumstances, show 
the necessity of adopting such measures as may be e£FectuaI in 
restraining for the future the abeiu^ uid flagitious conduct of the 
Court of London uid its Officers and recal them to a proper sense of 
Ubieir wrongs and violences. Your Committee therefore are of opinion 
tiiat the following resolutions be agreed to : 

The United States in Congress assembled h a ving t a iken into e «» »d- 

sre under of giving a check to the distinguished humanity which 
in every instance they have exhibited since the commencement of 
this war, and sensible that retaliation howevw disagreeable to the 
.American Councils, is a measure pressed on theee States by the 
ferocity and malice of their Enemies, Do Besolve 

That ♦be - Bo a i ' d of WftT - is e ne - iiomedi at e order B tor w)ino?iH g-Ae 
o ffleer s of the Gowuou t i roopo tnhon -ab fift r a tog a ^ to S im s bnfy in Ooo 
n e otieutt -Hfi- tiiab tho - Bowd - of - Admig a lty - b e diFooted - tio - pFoeuro prop e f 
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¥c ee ol fl to bo otalaonod in the Del ft WftKy fop - th a tpoq)tion of both th e 
B ri fe igb -ft Dd G l omian troop a token at B w a tog * ; and otiio> plaeo ai B *** 
that - all - bho - British -a nd - GeHD a n-offioew - on - pftwlo itnd ' wibhi n-the 
oDomy^ & IinoB ' be rcmo i ndod - s g ibhout F lo flB of Idmei l*^ - that tho - Bofd ot 
War bo dipootod to a oloot ton Britisb - wid - G te mi a u o ffi oew 

That the Board of War issue immediate ordeis for having the 
British and German Officers on parole, remanded — and that they 
further direct that all the British and German Officen whether taken 
prisoners at Saratoga or other places be removed with all convenient 
dispatch to Simsbury in the State of Connecticut. 

That the Board of War do issue further orders to have the British 
and Oerman non comnusnoned officers and soldieiB taken at Saratoga 
and other places, confined in such places and treated in such a manner 
as will be most conformaUe to the usage which the American eoIdieiB 
in captivity receive from the enemy. 

That the Board of War give directions, that two of the principal 
Officers of the British or (German Prisoners be confined in the State 
House of Philadelphia as Hostages, for the Honorable Henry Laurens, 
which hostt^ea shall be liable to a treatment similar in all respects 
to that which the said Henry Laurens may meet with from the Court 
of London, and that two British or German Officers, be confined as 
hostages for Captain Gustavus Conyngham and William Drew, 
which hostages shall also be subject in every respect to a similar 
treatment with which may or shall be exercised on the said Gustavus 
Conyn^iam and William Drew. 

llxat the Board of War be directed to order a sufficient number of 
British to be confined as hostages for the citizens of South Carolina 
and Georgia which have been sent to S' Augustine in East Florida, 
and for such as are confined on board prison ships in the Harbour of 
Charieetown or in the provost of that Town.* 

The Gomimttee of Commerce, to whom were lefened tlie 
accounts of Mr. W. Bingham, delivered in their reports: 

Ordered, That Wedn«day next be assigned for electing a 
secretary of foreign aCFairs. 

The Report of the Boai^ of War on an allowance to the 
staff of the army for depreciation was taken into consid- 

■ Thifl report, in the vritiiig of Qwaga Walton, is In the Paptn of the C<mtbutUat 
Congreti, No. 19, IV, (olios 46&-461. It ia in the liat of poetponed raporta in No. 31, 
folio 371-*. 
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eration, and Etfter debate, the first altenmtiTe or plan was 
n^atived, and the second postponed. 

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, seconded by 
Mr. [John] Mathews, 

Resolved, That the officers of the hospital and medical 
department, now in service, be allowed the depreciation upon 
tiieir pay, in the same manner aa officers of the line of the army. 

The report of the committee on the Post Office, to whom 
was referred a paragraph of a letter from the director general, 
was taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the resolution of 28 December, 1779, be 
extended to the director of the hospital, so that all letta^ to 
and from him be free. 

A report from the Boaid of War, on the letter from the 
director [of the hospitfUs, was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the sum of eight thousand five hundred 
and forty five dollars and one-third of a dollar in specie or 
Bills of tbo nowEmifl s ioPfl other money equivalent, be imme- 
diately put into the hands of the purveyor of the mihtary 
hospitals in part of the estimate laid before Congress by the 
medical committee, to enable him to purchase an immediate 
supply for the use of the sick, and to prepare for the imme- 
diate exigencies of the campaign in the hospital department: 

That the simi of sixteen thousand one hundred and sixteen 
dollars, in specie or Bill s of tho now Emiseion a other money 
equivalent, be advanced to the said purveyor, for three 
months' pay, to be pud by him on account to the officers of 
the medical department: 

That a warrant be drawn on the treasurer of the State of 
New York, for six thousuid dollars, and another warrant on 
the treasuTCTof Virginia for four thousand dollars, in specie or 
Billa of tbo now EmisoionB other money equivalent, in part 
of the above sum of sixteen thousand one hundred and mx- 
teen dollars, in favour of the sfud purveyor or his order; and 
that the residue, viz. six thousand one hundred and sixteen 
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dollars be paid him at Philadelphia, in specie or B i lls of t he 
■ now Emiooiona other money equivalent : 

That four thousand two hundred dollars, in specie or Billo 
e f ^lo - noff Emia s i eBS other money equivalent, be paid to the 
said purv^or, to be put into the hands of stewards at estab- 
lished hospitals, to purchase milk and vegetables and dis- 
chai^ small incidental chaises at fixed hospitals.] ' 
That the Treasury Board be and they are hereby directed to devise 
^^ ways and means for supplying the foregcdi^ sums of 

eight thousand five hundred and forty five and one 
third, six thousand one hundred and axteen, and four thousand two 
hundred dollars. 

That all vacancies of regimental Suigeons and Mates in' any regi- 
ments of the several State lines be £Ued up by the respective States 
in whose lines the vacancies shall happen in the same manner with 
vacandes happening in the Line of the State. 

That all vacancies of regimental Surgeons and Mates happening in 
regiments or Corps not belon^ng to t^e line of any State be filled 
up by the Director or Deputy Krector of the Hospitals with the 
Army in which such regiments or Corps shall serve the said Director 
or Deputy Director reporting the same to the Commander in Chief 
or commanding General of a separate Army that information thMw>f 
may be given to the Board of War who shall fill up CommissioaB 
accordingly. 

The filling up the vacancies in the Medical Department we leave 
to the wisdom of Congress with this observation that the Director 
represents to us that this measure is necessary.* 
The committee of the week are: 

Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. 
[William] Sharpe. 

The committee, appointed to confer with the min- 
ister of France, report,' 

That they have communicated to him the substance 
of the instructions to the minister plenipotentiary, for 

> The portion In brackets wu entered in the Jounial by Qeoige Bond. 

* Thia report ia in the Papen 0/ the ConUnetUal Congrtn, No. 147, V, folio 273. It 
ta indorsed: "August 23, 1781, not to be ftcted upon." 

' This repeat and the debate following were entered only in the manuscript Secret 
JoounJ, Foreign AfEairs, and in the More Secret Journal. 
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negotjaliiig a peace, and submit it as their opinion, 
that the said instructions be reconsidered so far as to 
admit the following amendments: 

1. In the third clause of the instructions, to strike 
out the words, "will therefore use your own judgment 
and prudence in securing," and in lieu thereof to insert, 
"are therefore at Uberty to secure." 

2. To introduce the fourth clause by inserting at the 
b^inning thereof the following words, "for this pur^ 
pose." 

3. After the words "concurrence and," to insert the 
following words: "ultimately to govern yoiu*8elf by 
their advice and opinion, eiuleavouring in your whole 
conduct." 

The vote for reconsidering being taken and passed, 
On the question to agree to tiie first amendment, the 

yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Theodorick] 

Bland, 



New BampaJart, 






Virginia, 




Mr. SuUiTim, 


«yl 




Mr. Jones, 


ay 


LiTermore, 


.yl 


ay 


Madbon 


ay 


KaaMeTnaetUf 






Bland, 


no 


Mr. Ward, 


no) 


» 


M. Smith, 


»y 


Rhode Wmi, 






JVbrA Canilimi, 




Mr. Varaum, 


no) 


* 


Mr. Shaipe, 


ay 








Johnston, 


«y 


Mr. HtmtingtoQ, 


ay 




Smik amUuna, 




EIlBworth, 


«y 


ay 


Hr. Mathsvs, 


ay 


Shennaa, 


«y 




Bee, 


ay 


JVeto Jersey, 






Motte, 


ay 


Mr. WithePBpoon, 


ay 




Eveleigh, 


«y 


Houston, 


•y 


ay 


Georgia, 










Mr. Walton, 


«y 


Mr. Montgomery, 


ay 




Few, 


•y 


Atlee, 


ay 


ay 


Howly, 


•y 


ClTmer, 


>y 








Jfarifkwi, 










Mr. Jenifer, 


•y 








CarroU, 


•y 


ay 
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So it was resolved in the Normative. 

The secoud amendment passed without division. 

On the question to agree to the third amendment, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Tfaeodorick] 
Bland, 



Nevj Hampahirt, 










Mr. Sullivan, 


ay 




Mr. Jones, 


ay 


Liveimore, 


«y 


ay 


Madison, 


ay 


mmwilimaui, 






Bland, 


no 


Mr. Lovell, 


no 




M. Smith, 


ay 


Ward, 


no 


no 


North OanHrta, 




BUdt hlard, 






Mr. Sharps, 


ay 


Mr. Vamum, 


no 


• 


Jolmston, 


ay 


Onmeclwui, 






S«Uh Oarolim, 




Mr. Huntington, 


no 




Mr. MathewB, 


«y 


Eilswortli, 


no 


no 


Bee, 


■ay 


Sherman, 


no 




Motte, 


ay 


2fev} Jersey, 






Byeleigh, 


ay 


Mr. Witherapoon, 


ay 




G««yio, 




Houston, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Walton, 


ay 


Pefwtsyfoonta, 






Few, 


ay 


Mr. Montgomery, 


no 




Howly, 


«y 


illiX, 


«y 


diy. 






Clymer, 


ay 






T. Smith, 


no 








Maryland, 










Mr. Jenifer, 


«y 








OarroU, 


ay 


.V 

ay 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The committee further recommended a reconsideration 
of the question, Whether any person or persons be 
joined to Mr. Adams in n^otiating a peace betwerai 
these United States and Great Britain.' 

The question for reconsideration having passed in the 
affirmative, 

> This rep(»t, la the wridng <A Duiiel Cunll, la in tb« Paptn ttf tht Conlinetttal 
Ctmgrm, No. 26, 1, foUo 273. 

86383*- 
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Resolved, That two persons be joined to Mr. J. Adams 
in n^otiating a peace between these United States and 
Great Britain. 

Resolved, That Wednesday next be assigned for elect- 
ing the persons to be joined to Mr. Adams. 
The following persons were put in nomination: 
Mr. Jay, by Mr. [John] Mathews. 
Mr. John Laurens, by Mr. [Richard] Howly. 
Mr. Thos. Jefferson, by Mr. M[eriwether] Smith. 
Mr. Franklin, by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum. 
Mr. Jos. Reed, by Mr. [John] Witherspoon. 
Abr. William Carmichael, by Mr. [Daniel of St. 
Thomas] Jenifer. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JUNE za, 1781 

Mr. G[eorge] Partridge, a delegate for Massachusetts, 
attended. 

Mr. Samuel Osgood, another del^ate for Massachusetts, 
attended, and produced the credentials of his appointment, 
wluch were read, as follows: 
Commonwealth of MaasachuBetts 

By Hifl ExceLency John Hancock Esq! Governor and 

BSAL Conunander in Chief in and over the Commonwealth of 
Massachusette. 

To an unto whom these Presente shall come Greeting 

Whereas the General Court of the Commonwealth aforesaid did 
on the fourteenth of February 1781 agreeable to the Constitution of 
said Commonwealth appoint The Honble Samuel O^ood Esqi a 
Delegate to represent this said Commonwealth in the General Con- 
gress of the United States in Conjunction with the Honble Samuel 
Adams, Elbiidge Qerry, James Lovell, George Partridge and Artemas 
Ward Esqi" who were Appointed on Twenty Second day of Sep- 
tember A" D' 1780 

Now thenrfore enow tb That I do by these Presents and in 
puEBuance of the said Appointoient Commission the siud Samuel 
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Osgood Eaq^ to represeot this Commoawealth in Congress and vest 
him with all and Angular the Powers and Authorities to the said 
Office or place of Del^ate beloi^;ing by '\^ue of tite Constitution of 
this Cotmnonwealth and the Appointment af oresiud and to hold said 
Office until the first day in November next And the said Samuel 
Osgood Esqf is hereby required to observe the Instructions which 
from Time to Time shall be given to him by the General Court of thia 
Commonwealth. 

In TESTOfONT whereof I have caused the Pubhc Seal of this Com- 
monwealth aforesaid to be hereunto affixed. 

WiTNEBS John Hancock Esq^ Governor and Commander in Chief 
of the said Commonwealth Dated at Boston thia twenty third of May 
in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty 
one And in the fifth Year of the Independence of the United States 
of America. John Hanooce: 

By His Excellency's Command 
John Atbbt Secretory* 

Mr. Richard Points, a delegate for the State of Maryland, 
attended and took his seat. 

A letter, of 30 May, and one, of 6th, and another, of 7 
instant, from General Washington, were read.' 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Wab Office Jutu 9. 1781 
Sm, 

By a reeolve of the 8** of May last, the Commander in Chief was 
authorized to arrange the Brigade Chaplains of the Northern, and the 
Commanding General of the Southern aimy those of that aimy. 
The Pennsylvania line is port of the latter aimy and it being reduced 
to two Brigades, of course, one of the three Chaplains must retire. 
These gentlemen are now in this State, and it would be very incon- 
venient for all of them to proceed to the Southern Army to have the 
matter settled among them. We therefore beg leave to report. 

Ordered, That the commanding general of the Fensylvania 
line, now in that State, arrange the brigade chaplains of that 

' The (Bigmal is in IliB Paptn qfthe Omtwwwal CongitM, HuMchuMtts, Crtdentiab 
i^Deltgaui. 

* The iBttmot 30* a^yiamtite Paptn qfOu Continmuii Con^nw, No. 162, X, folio 
12S; that of June S ia on folio 129 tuid is printed in the Writmni qf Wathiagton (Ford), 
IX, 271; Out of June 7" is on folio 193. 
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line, BO as to retain no more chaplains th«%m than are equal 
to the number of brigades, and certify to the Board of War 
such as shall be deemed supernumerary, in the same manner 
as the commanding general of the southern army might have 
done under the resolve of the 8th day of May last.' 

A report from the Board of War was read, with estimates 
enclosed of military stores wanted uid the expence of trans- 
portation: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members, Mr. [William Churchilll Houston, Mr. 
[Joseph] Jones, Mr. [Oliver] EUsworth. 

A report of the Board of War in pursuance of the ordw, of 
22 May last, was read. After debate. 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

A report of the Board of War was read, enclosii^ a letter 
of 6, from the Commander in Chief, respecting the Convention 
prisoners; Whereupon, 

Wak Otfiob, June 12. 1781 
Sm, 

The Board communicated iheai orders for the removal of the Gon- 
vention Prisoners to his ExceUency the Gomroander in Chief, and 
have received the enclosed answer, which we have the honor to lay 
before Congress. Tlie Board have taken no measures for guarding 
(he prisoners farther than Easton in PennqrlTania, leaving to the 
Commander in Chief either to order a detachment from the army, 
or call upon the States for militia as guards from Easton to Rutland. 
As he is of opinion \ha,t the prisoners should be halted in Pennsylvania, 
he has doubtlessly omitted taking measures for furnishing guards 
and therefore the prisoners will of course halt in that state — and 
magazines of meat and flour should be immediately laid up for their 
support. We therefore b^ the directions of Congress on the subject.* 

Resolved, That Congress approve the reasons ^ven by the 
Commander in Chief, for halting the Convention prisoners 
for the present in the State of Pensylvania. 

"Thlireport uin tbe/>apera</lA« Contmetaal Gmgrm, No. 147, V, folio 291. 
* TUtnptxtu in ibe Paptn ^ Hie ConttMrUal Cton^ivM, No. 147, V, iolio 317. 
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A report from the Board of War lot transporting ammuni- 
tion to the southern army was read: 

War OmoB. Junt 9. 1781 
Sk, 

We have the honor to enclose to Congress an estimate furnished 
us by the D. Q. M of Pennsylvania, for the sum necessary to transport 
200,000 muaket cartridges to the Southern army. From the situation 
of that army this supply is most preesingly wanted, and we beg 
Congress will be pleased to direct the money to be furnished.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd of War, Ju-m 8, 1781. 
Present Mr. Peters 

Col. Grayson 
Agreed to report to Coiigress 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of Lieutenant Bui^ess, of the 
4th Maryland regiment, for four himdred and fifty dollars in 
bills of the new emissions, on account of his pay, any reso- 
lution to the contrary notwithstanding, for which sum he 
is to be accountable. 

The Board beg leave to observe that Lieut: Burgess was taken 
prisoner at the battle of Camden in August last, where the enemy 
stript him of his clothing and money. He is now in this City on 
parole, in a very destitute situation, and stands considerably indebted 
to a person in New Jersey at whose house he has been for some time 
past dangerously ill of a fever.* 

A report from the committee of the week was read; where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a memorial of Charles Young, ironmaster, 
be referred to the Board of Treasuiy;' 

That the petition of the Revi Robert M^Mordie a Chaplain in the 
Pennsylvania Line, praying that Depreciation may be made up to 
him, with sundry papers inclosed be referred to the Board of War. 

"Ihia Import JB ia ihe Pajun of the Continental Congnu, No. 147, V, folio 296. 
' Thia npoit is in tlie Papert of 1A« Contmental Congreu, No. 147, V, folio 301. 
* This memorial, dated Jime 7, 1781, la in the Paper* of the Continentai Congnu, 
No. 41. X, folio 724. 
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That a petition of the Rev^ Rob : McMurdie be referred to 
the Board of War;' 

That the letter from John Todd, Jr., requesting to be appointed 
Buireyor in Fayette County west of the Ohio river lie on the table. 

That a letter from J. Todd, Jun., lie on the table.' 

Ordered, That Friday next be assigned for electing five 
hospital physicians and surgeons, in the room of those 
resigned and promoted.* 

On motion of Mr. [John] Sullivan, seconded by Mr. [John] 
Mathews, 

Resolved, That letters to end from the superintendent of 
finance be free from postage. 

A motion was made by the delegate of Vii^inia: 

lliat it be eamesUy recommended to the State of PennsylTania 
immediately to raise, accoutre and equip a Corps of Cavalry con- 
eisting of 192 Troopers with their proper officers including those called 
for in the Resolution of and to the State of Maryland to 

raise, accoutre and equip a likb Corps consisting of 128 Troopers 
with their proper officers including those called for in the said Reso- 
lution, and to march the same by Detachments as they may be in 
readiness with all possible expedition to join the army imder the 
command of Maj^ Gen! the Marquis de la Fayette, without waiting 
for the March of the Militia Infantry required from the said States 
respectively in the Resolution aforesaid.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
A report from the Board of Admiralty was read; Where- 
upon, 

The Board of Admiralty beg leave to lay before the Honorable, the 
United States in Congress assembled, the annexed memorial, pr^ 

> Thifl petition, dat«dJuDe 11,1781, u in the Paper* o/^Ac Omlvrwntal Con^nM, No 
42, V, folio 259. 

' This report, in the writiog of William Bharpe, ia is the Paper* of At Coniinmtal 
Congnn, No. 32, folio 169; Todd 'a Ietl«r, dated April 16, 1781, is in No. 66, folio 97. 

* John Cochran'B recommendation of five hoapitol pbydciaiu, dated June 10, 1781, 
waareod. It ig in the Paper* q^ tA« Continmial Congren, No. 78, VI, folio 37. 

* This motion, in the writing of Jamee Hadiaon, ia in the Papert qf tht Ckmtmental 
Congrttt, No. 3«, I, folio 189. 
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eented to the Board by the Commander aod Commis&ioDed officers 
of tlte Frigate TruminiU, and to submit the following Besolutions. 

Whereas by certain acts of Coi^reaa of the 11» July 1780, it was 
enacted that the pay of officers and men, the subeistance of officers 
in the Sea Service of these States, and the bounty to Seamen and 
Landsmen vho should enter and ei^age in sud service for twelve 
months should thereafter be considered as, and pud in specie or other 
money equivalent, and that forty continental dollars, or one Dollar 
of the Bills wluch should be issued by the respective States, in pur- 
suance of the acts of Congress of the 18 of March 1780 should be 
considered as equivalent to a Dollar in specie, in the payment of the 
said bounty, wages, and subeistance; and whweas since the passing 
said Acts, those paper Bills of credit have depreciated to such a d^ree 
that forty continental Dollars, or one Dollar of the new Emission, 
have ceased to be an equivalent to one Dollar in specie, and thereby 
that measure which was intended to encourage and promote the Sea 
Service hath lost its force and operation. Tlierefore be it 

Resdvedf That the balances now due to the officers, sear 
men, landsmen, and marines in the sea service, and the 
sums that shall hereafter become due to them, eith^ for 
wages, Bubsistance, or bounty shall be paid in specie or 
other money equivalent, according to the current rate of 
exchange at the time of payment — any resolutions of Con- 
gress to the contrary notwithstanding. 

As it appears by the Manorial, that iha MimTiiTig of the Trumbull 
cannot proceed until the Honorable Congress of the United States 
shall have decided thereon, it is the wish of the Board, that it may 
be taken up as soon ss shall be convenient. The Board are informed, 
that some time past, the Sea officers, who were captured at Charles- 
town in the State of South Carolina, presented a memorial to your 
Honorable Body praying that their accounts for subeistance while 
in possession of the Enemy at Charlestown, and Rations during 
tJieir Parole, until their exchange might be allowed to them; and 
that the said Memorial was committed to a Special Committee. As 
a determination of the point respecting the allowance of Rations to the 
officOTS while on Parole, will determine in what sense the Resolution 
of Congreaa of the 20n of March 1778, wluch hath been differently con- 
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strued, is to be undetstood, aad deliver your Board of Admiralty aa 
well as your officera bom much embarrasament. They are therefore 
Tery desirous that it may receive a speedy determination. 

The Board of Admiralty for the want of a general Besolution of 
CoDgreaa determining whether depreciation is to be considered In the 
adjustment of accounts, due to and from these States, or not, there 
being no general Besolution on this subject, cannot proceed in the 
adjuBtment of accounts with equity and dispatch; they therefore beg 
leave to submit the following general Resolution, to the wisdom of 
the United States in Congress assembled ; 

Betolvtd, That all debts due to or from tiiese United States shall 
be paid either in specie or in other money equal thereto, according to 
the current exchange, between such money and specie at the time 
of payment. 

The Board of Admiralty beg leave to subjoin to the for^cong 
propositions, a ward or two which affects the Honor and interest erf 
the Board. It may not be forgotten that some time ago, your board 
submitted to your Honorable Body a memorial respecting their 
salary, and have since taken the Uberty to express their wishes for a 
decision on that memorial, but are not yet informed that their appU- 
cation hath attracted your notice. The Board are not insensible that 
the time of Congress is engrossed by matters of the greatest conse- 
quence, but they trust that they will not be thought impertinent, 
when they agun solicit a moment's attention to their apphcation. 

AmuBALTT Office, May SI** 1781 .* 

Resolved, That depreciation of pay and subsistance, be 
settled in behalf of the officers and men of Colonel Armand's 
legion, in the same manner and on the same principle as is 
provided for C!olonel Hazen's regiment. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the motion of 
the delegates of Virginia, made report; Whereupon, 

[Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the State 
of Pensylvania, to raise, accoutre and equip Moylan's legion- 

' Thia repeat ia in the Paper* of tht Cantinmtal Congnt, No. 37, foUo 477; the 
memoiuJ of the officsn ia on folio 476. ^rt wm pund on this day; fcv th« lest th« 
jut BRys: "August 24, 1781, not to be TCt«d upon." 
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aiy corps to its full complement, the men to be raised for 
three years, unless sooner discharged: 

That it be also earnestly recommended to the said State 
fanmediately to raise and equip three troops of militia cavalry, 
properly officered, including those called for by the act of 
the 31 May last, to serve with Uie southem army for three 
months from the time of their arrival at the said army, each 
troop to consist of sixty-four non-commissioned officers and 
privates: 

That the said cavalry be maovhed by detachments, as they 
are completed, to the southem army; and the militia cavalry 
discharged in proportion to the numbers inlisted into Moy- 
lan's regiment, and joining the said army properly armed 
and accoutred: 

That the said militia cavalry be sent forward with every 
degree of despatch, without waiting for the march of the 
militia infantry required by Congress from that State : 

That it be earnestly recommended to the State of Marylimd 
to arm, equip, mount and accoutre ^re» two troops of militia 
horse, including those called for by the resolution of the Slst 
of May last, consisting of sixty-four non-commissioned officers 
and privates each, with the proper nimiber of commissioned 
officers; and send them forward with all possible expedition 
to the southern army, and without wuting for the march of 
the infantry requested by Congress from that State; to con- 
tinue in service three montbs from the time they join the 
said army.] ' 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

> Thif repcfft is in tli« Paptn qf&» Omtnuntoi Conf/rttt, No. 147, V, folio 306. 

Thepoition mbncketawuBiiteTed io Uia Journal by Qflorgo Bood. 

A lettw from the Boud of War, dated June 8, was read, according to the indwn- 
ment, inclosing letten from Qovemor Lee and Colonel Wood. It is in tlie Papm 
q/* Hit Ctmimaaal Omgrat, No. 147, V, folio 300. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 13, 1781 

A letter, of Stb, from E. Forman; and 

One, of this day, from J. Moylan, cloathier general;' were 
read. 

A report from the committee of the week was read ; Where- 
upon, 

The Committee of the week report, 

That the memorial of Alexander Morray requesting rank in the 
Navy of the United States with the letter from Cap! Nicholson to 
the Delegates of the State of Maryland, be referred to the Board of 
Admiralty. 

That the letter from John David Weaver a mate in the Qeneral 
Hospital requesting his pay, be referred to the purveyor of the Gen- 
eral Hospital.* 

Ordered, That a memorial of Alex' Mmray be referred to 
the Board of Admiralty ; 

That a letter from John David Weaver be traiasmitted to 
the purveyor of the general hospital. 

An act of the State of New Jeraey was read, empowering 
Clongress to levy and collect the duties described in their 
resolution, of 3 February last;' 

Ordered, That a member be added to the committee 
appointed to prepare an ordinance for collecting the duties 
on impOTte and prizes in the room of Mr. [James] Duane, 
who is absent: 

The member chosen : Mr. [Thomas] McK^an. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee on the memorial 
of Mr. Sullivan be re-committed, and that a member be 

'Fomun'sletteriBin tliePapavo/tAtCbntvnflitaiaMViVM, No. 78, IX, folio 486; 
Hoykn'fl is im No. 78, XVI, folio 196. 

A letter of June 2, of tlie Boud of WkT, caUing attention to the report on the Clodiier'B 
Deputment, ma n»A, u the indoisemeat Btatee. It ia in No. 148, I, folio 397. 

* Thia report, in the irriting of Willi&m Bhupe, ia in the Papen of the Continentai 
nm^rcM, No. Si, foliol71; Hunay'a memorial ta inNo. 41, VI, folio 233; Nicholaon'a 
letter, dated April 17, 1781, is in No. 37, folio 4»1. 

■A cop7 of thia act ia in the Paptn o/the CvtOmtntal Congrat, No. 68, folio S73. 
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added to the comimttee in the room of Mr. [Jesse] Boot, who 
is absent: 

The member chosen, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth. 

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the 
several states, to which the officers of the hospital and 
medical department now in service, respectively belong, or 
of which they are or were inhabitants, to settle the accoimts 
of the said officers for depreciation, on the principles estab- 
lished by the resolution of Congress of the 10th of April, 1780; 
and to make provision for paying the balances that may be 
found due, in the same manner with offices of the line: 

That each State which shall advance more money in making 
good the depreciation to its respective citizens than its proper 
proportion, shall be allowed for the same on account of the 
United States. 

The letter from E. Forman was taken into consideration; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, in favour of Ezekiel Forman, for one thousand dollars 
in bills of the new emission, for i^ch sum he is to be account- 
able. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter of 17 
April from Governor TnunbuU, report, 

That from Colonel Nicola's return, it appears that there 
are no invaUds from the Connecticut line at this post, and 
only thirty at Boston; that, however, as the Commander in 
Chief has called for the whole to compose part of the garrison 
at West Point, the Board are of opinion the general's requi- 
ntion should be complied wit^: ' 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

Ordered, That the election of a seo^tary for foreign affairs 
be postponed till Friday next. 

' Thia repcM is m the Pap«rt o/ tft« Cbntmm&il Con^KM, No. 147, V, folio 829. 
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Ordered, That Mr. [Artemas] Ward have leave of ab- 
sence. 

Congress proceeded to an election; and tibe ballote 
being taken, the honourable John Jay was elected. 

Ordered, That the election of the other person be post- 
poned till to Morrow. 

The Committee reported the draft of a letter to his 
Most Christian Majesty, which was agreed to as follows: 
The United States in Congress assembled, to their great, 

faithful and beloved friend and ally, Ijewis the six- 
teenth, king of France and Navarre. 
Great, Ffuthful, and Beloved Friend and Ally: 

The United S teto s in Congroo a ftooomblod We have 
received your Majesty's letter of the 10 of March. The 
measures adopted by your Majesty in consequence of 
the representation made of the diotfooood ? situation of 
our finances, the repeated testimonies of your Majesty's 
unalterable determination to render the cause of the 
United States triumphant, and also the affection which 
your Majesty has been pleased to express for the United 
States in general, and for each State in particular, 
demand from ^effi us the strongest sentunents of grati- 
tude. 

The important communications made by your Maj- 
esty's plenipotentiary have been considered by ^e 
gnit i od S tot ee in Co ttffl O fl a a ooo B ablo d us with the 
greatest attention. The result of thoij our deliberations 
will be made known to your Majesty by thoif our min- 
ister plenipotentiary at ^e your court ei VofsoiUoa , 
and will evince the entire confidence Gfm g K sa we have 
in your Majesty's friendship and perseverance in the 
principles which have directed your conduct in main- 
taining the interest of the United States to this time. 

iRio - Uni t ed S tirtos in Congrooo ooBomblod We pray 
God that He will keep your Majesty, our great, faithfxil, 
fmd beloved friend and ally, in His holy protection. 
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Done at Philadelphia, the 13 day of June, in the year 
of our Lord, 1781, and in the 5th year of our inde- 
pendence. 
By the United States in Congress assembled. 
Your faithful friends and allies. 

S. HuNTiNQTON, Prestdenl} 
Ch. Thohson, Secretary. 

' Thia letter was entered only in tlie manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affain, 
and in the Ifore Secret Joumal. A copy is found in Secret Journal, No. 4, and in 
Secret Journal, No. 6, Vol. III. The drait, in the writing of Daniel Carroll, is in the 
Paper* of the Conixntnbd Congrtu, No.2S, I, folio 419, a fair copy beii^ on folio 421-4, 

ThefoUowiDgpn)poeeddTaft,in the writing of a clerk, except the words in brackets, 
which are in John Sullivan's wridng, is in the Papen of the Continenlal Cangnu, 
No. 47, folio SOS. 
Grcftt faithful and generous fYiend and Ally. 

The United StAtee in Congren Anerobled have boea - bOBorod with received yonr 
Maieaty'aletteroftbelOt^dayofHarch. fffr[and] boelottvotoiMBU»roupM a jo gt yth a t 
the generous and friendly eSorta which yon have been pleased to ~-'™ '"--— '-^f-g 
[thom] ijn wppcMrtiDg tho pro e ont W a r in their behalf, and the repealed Ustunoniee yon 
have given -bb- of your unaltetable determination to secure tlw [their] Independence 
ef-thaw rtfttae ini[«eee na [them] with the most lively eentimenlB of gratitude. 

Your Majesty's Communicationa through the Chevalier de la Luzerne have been 
coomdered with attention and such measures are adopted as «» [they] trust will 
remove every obstacle which might tettd to embarran the negotiatifHi B O t OB toot by 
[resulting from] the intervention of the Courts of Petersburgh and Vienna. 

Your Majes^ may be assured of the unalterable adherence of the United States to 
the treaty of alliance so essential to the happiness and prosperity of the two nations 
and that ts) -out [their] part no eftorts shall be wanting to ^event the common Enemy 
from availing-biflM^ [themselves] of the temponry advantages irtdch be had ahoady 
[they have lately] gained. 

The following letter was also drafted, in the same handwriting as the preceding, 
the wcrds in brackets being in the writing of John Sullivan. It is In No. 47, folio 313, 
and is undated: 
Great faithful and generous Friend and Ally. 

The Congrees of the United States though confident c^ the justice and equity of the 
mediating powers, and convinced that all your Uajesty's friendship and influence 
will be exerted in their behalf cannot but be apprehensive that the present moment 
is by no means bivccable t<x them to enter upon a negotiation for peace. Posts iriiich 
the enemy have by their naval superiority gained a tnnaitory residence in, may be 
construed by maHiaHng powers into permanent possession [and (enqiMnry desultory 
ravages into decisive conqueete.] But notwithstanding these disadvantages Congress 
convinced of your Majesty's friendship and influence and relying upon the sncceH of 
their exertlims in conjunction with your Majesty's forcee in the present campaign 
have diraded Okoit minister i^enipotenliary to concur in acc^ting the mediaticm <d 
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Footnote—Continued . 

their ImpeiUl Mftjeetiea ntho than prndBt in prosecuting ft wai which mi^t in case 

of lefunJ become dangeroua to both natiuui. 

-#«- [llieyl herewith UiiBmit co|rfeB <A «uc [theii] fccmer and praeent inabuctionB 
upon tiiis Huhject. The flnt will inf<Rm your Majeety of the wiahee and deeiree ot 
Oongten while the latter will demoastzate their readinea to accept a peace even upon 
tarmH wheie[in] constdeiable eaciiflcea muat be the consequence of their pacific 
diapoeition. 

The reasons for the claims of Congreea in their fanner instouctionB need no explana- 
tion, the boundaries as therein described must at once appear to be necessary for 
securing their future safety and happiness and are clearly comprehended within the 
Charters granted to these States by the Kings of Great Britain, and the purchases 
made by Ibem from the natives of the Country. However liable the title acquired by 
these CharteiB may be to objections, such objections can have no weight when coming 
from that Sovereign which made the grants. Id case those limits cannot be obtained, 
Congress consent to leave the settlement to future discussioii, and provided neither 
erf these proposals be accepted and a peace should become absolutely seceasary to 
prevent a more unequal and dangerous war. Congress will consent to any other [reason- 
able] limits on the north and ncoth west^n parts td theee States w 

line to bo dinwnfrom t he Sortt o a nt end of - Lah e Oa lw io p ega ll e l with t he Hi r e r 
Iw e qurfs, mi it latca s oot i t he Ui'" de g ro a al Se rth- latoid e widtten - continuii^ -ea 
4 be 16*^ d e poo d nwth latitude due E as t to th e- Scrth wes t a ag te e l S ev ia S co tia. 
The boundsjies of the United States <»i all other ddea will not admit of any difficulty 
or debate; all other points except securing the Indep^idence ot the United States 
agreeable to the tenor d the Treaty made with your Majesty must depend upon the 
disposition of the mediating and belligerent powers and the Circumstances we [they] 
may be in at the time of the negotiation. 

^ff^ [CongreflB] most eamwtiy entreat yoiu Majesty's influence to obtain those points 
if practicable Ot such of them as may be found so. We Aould - net {They would] do 
'jastiee [injustice] to your Majesty and-t o oawol^'OP [themselvee] ii we {they] concluded 
tliis memorial without assuring you that «»Ithey] deem them necessary to the happi- 
ness and future prosperity of theee States and essentially so for perpetuating the 
alliance between the two nations. 

The following draft, in the writing of Daniel OsnoU. is on folio 311. A copy of the 
first two paragrapha is on folio 309. 

The United States in Congress assembled have received yont Majesty's lettei of 
the lDt» of March. 

The measures adopted by your Majesty in consequence of the representation made 
of the distressed Situation of their fintJices and the repeated testimonials of your 
Majeety's unalterable determination to render tiie cause of the United Statee trium- 
phant demand from them the strongest sentiments of Gratitude, and also the 
affection which your Majesty has been pleaeed to express for the U. S. in general, 
and tfx each State in particular olaun Choir mo s t faithful aad pwpotn il nl ta chmont. 

The impra^tent communications made by your Majesty's MinJeter plenipot«itiary 
to the United Stoto e have been conddmed by the United States in Congicss assem- 
bled with the greatest attention. The Result of their deliberations will be een^ 
aM inioted amu^ made known to your Majesty by theii Minister flenipotmtiary-ef 
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Adjourned to 10 o'CIook to Morrow.* 

THURSDAY, jOnE 14, 1781 

The committee of the week made report; "Whereupon, 
Ordered, That a letter, of 12, from Felix Warley, and 
A memorial of Peter Simuuers, be referred to the Board 
of Treasury." 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; WhCTe- 
upon, 

Tebasdby Office June IS^ 1781. 
The Board of Treasuiy having considered the report of the Board 
of War dated the 9"* inst , enclosing an estimate of the expences of trans- 
porting 200,000 musket cartridges from this city to CSiarlotteville in 
Virginia referred to them by Congress the 121^ inst, beg leave to report. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, conunis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, for one thousand five hundred and ninety-eight dollars 
and 15/90 in bills of the new enussion, in favour of Cha Pettit, 
assistant quartermaster general, on account of Colonel T. 
Pickering, quartermaster general, for the purpose of trans- 
porting military stores to the southward, for which sum the 
said T. Pickering, quartermaster general, is to be accounts 
able; 

Upon the order of Congress of the 11 instant respecting an 
advance to the Purveyor of the Military Hospitals for three months:' 
Pbcbiote — Continued. 

4 1io Uaitod S totC B ni yam Court, and will evince the entlie confidence 4 h e Paitoj 
flt ft t c a in Congrew MB cmblod -htye in your UajestyB bi«nd^p and penevennce in 
the priodplea vhich have directed your li«loely'g Conduct in »»«iw>»it.iHg the 
Intereata of the United States to thia time. 

We pny God Acf 

■ According to the indoraement a letter of the IS"" from the Baud of War Kane- 
adtting a copy of a lettw from the Commander in Chief, which is Indcned: "Augurt 
SS* 1781, not to be acted upon," was lead this day. It ia In the Papat <^ th* Oonr 
ttwntoi Congmt, No. 147. V, folio 321. 

*Thia report, in the writing of William Sharpe, is In the Papen t^&M Cbntmmtal 
Omgrt**, No. 32, folio 173; Warley's letter ii in No. 78, XXIV, folio 319; Sui 
1, dated April 30 and June 11, 1781, is in No. 42, VU, folio 103. 
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pay to be paid by him on Account to the officers of the Medical 
Department, The Board submit the following Order: 

That a warraat issue oa the treasurer in favour of the 
purveyor of the military hospitals, for six thousand one hun- 
dred and fflzteen dollars in specie or other money equivalwt, 
being the residue of ozteen thousand one himdred and six- 
teen dollars specie or other money equivalent, ordered to be 
advanced to the said purveyor for three months* pay on ac- 
count of the medical department, for which sum tiie said 
purveytn* is to be accountable; 

That on the application of the inspectors of tiie continental 
press, a warrant issue in their favour on Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner aforesaid, for three hundred doUara of the new 
eoussioDS, to defray the contingent ezpences of their office, 
for which sum the s^ inspectors are to be accountable;* 
Tbkasubt OmoB /wm 7? 1781 

Tha Board of Treasnry beg leave to report, 

Hiat they have had under consideration a letter of the seventh 
ultimo from Colonel Timothy Pickering Quartermaster General, 
requesting a supply of money for Jabez Hatch, Deputy Quartermaster 
for the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
which requisition is approved by the Board of War in their letter 
of the 4 instant. Whereupon the following resolution is submitted: 

That a warrant issue on Nathaniel Appleton, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Massa- 
chusetts, in favour of Charles Pettit, assistant quartermaater 
general, on account of Colonel T. Pickering, quartermaster 
general, for forty thousand dollars of the new emissions for 
the use of his department, and for which the said T. Picker- 
ii^, quartermaster general, b to be accountable ; * 

Tbkasubt Oitiob Jwie 9^ 1781 

Hie Board <^ Treasury b^ leave to report, 

Hiat in order to enable the Treatmrer to pay to the officers of the 
ctTil list such warrants, as have already beui drawn on him in their 

> niia leport is in the Papen ofihe ContineMal Congreu, No. 130, V, folio 371. 

* Tiaa report to in the Paptn t^ the CotUmetOal (kmgrttt. No. 136, V, folio 367. 
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favor, and the additional allowance of } of a dollar to such as have 
not received payment; aa veil aa other warranta to issue on him for 
a quarter's sajaiy due to the laat of May past — the following resolution 
is submitted: 

That a warrant issue on Thcnnas Smith, commissioner of 
tiie continental loan office for l^e State of Fensylvania, for 
twenty-fivB thousand dollars of the new emlBsion, in favour 
of Michael Hill^as, treasurer, fcur which sum he is to be 
accountable;^ 

Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury on the 
accounts of Colonel Donald Campbell be refored to a com- 
mittee of three: 

The members, Mr. [John] Sullivan, Mr. [Samuel John] 
Atlee, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland. 

A report from the Board of TVar was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd of Wab June IS 1781 

Present M' Peters 

Col' Grayson 

The Board have taken into their consideration the memorial of 
Robert U'Murdie and the papers therewith referred, and b^ leave 
to state to Congress, 

That whether or not M' M^Murdie is entitled to his depreciation 
as a regimental chaplain after the Resolve of the 27*^ of May 1777, 
depends upon the construction Congress shall be pleased to put on 
that resolve, which directs tiiat "for ike future there be onl/y one 
Chaplain aUowed in each Brigade of tiie army." 

If this amounts to a superaedeaa of tiie conmiisedons of the regi- 
mental Chapluns then held, tiie Auditors of the State of Fennsyl- 
vania are right in their construction and it will settle all future dis- 
putes on this head if Congress are pleased to resolve, 

That all cotmnissionB or appointments of regimental Chapluns be 
considered as vacated by the resolve of the 27 of May 1777 directing 
that thereafter there be only one Chaplain allowed in each brigade. 

But if it was intended by Congress that no new appointments of 
Chapluns should be made but those of Brigade Chapluns, and the 
regimental chapluns left to hold their appointments and erercise 

' Thii npovt is in the Paptn i^fKt Cantinmbd Cangmt, No. 136, V, tolio 369. 
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their functions until [easualHes happeii^ or proToationa or new] 
appointmente took place it will then be necessary to resolve, 

Resolved, That the resolution of the 27 of May, 1777, od 
the subject of brigade-chaplains, is not to be construed so as to 
vacate the commissions or appointments of the regimental 
chaplains, then holding such conmiissions and performing 
the duties thereof, until the appointment of brigade-chap- 
lains took place.' 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 22 May, 
from the supreme executive coundl of Fensylvania, delivovd 
in their report. 

The Conunittee to whom was referred the letter of Governor Reed 
of the State of Pennsylvania of 22f May 1781, stating the proceed- 
ings of the Court of Admiralty in the tryal of a person for Piracy, 
under t^e ninth article of the confederation, and also certain doubts 
concerning the power of executing, reprieving, or pardoniog crimi- 
nals in such cases, 

Report, 

That they have conferred with the said Qovemor Reed in Council, 
and the facta in the present case, being aa stated in the said lettra, 
the said Governor and Council were of opinion with your Committee, 
that the tryal was not legal for want of a competent Court, and 
therefore that the criminal should be reprieved. 

Your Committee farther Report that the Question about the 
powers of executiug, r^rieving or pardoning in such cases, that may 
happen hereafter, seems to require the determination of Congress 
which is submitted.* 

The letter of J. Moylan, and the report on the cloathiers' 
department, were taken into con»deration, and after debate: 

Ordered, That the report be re-committed, together with 
the said letter. 

> ThJB report U in the Fapen qfllu CoiUineaial Congreu, No. 147, V, folio 333. 

* Thu report, in the writiitg of Samuel LivermOTo, i» in tiiePupen of the Contwntal 
Congreti, No. 20, II, folio 129. The mdorMmeift nya: "Debated July 26, 1781. 
Nothing concluded." It !■ in the lirt of poatponad reports in No. 31, folio 371. 
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The report of the Committee of Commerce on the accounts 
of William Bu^ham was takea into cODsideration; Where- 
upon, 

The Conunercial CoDunittee report on M' Bingham's account, 
That having examined the said account so far as it comprehends trans- 
actions merely commercial they find a balance due to him tliereon of 
Five hundred and seven thousand, six hundred and forty one Livree 
of Martinico, they therefore propose the following resolution — 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury pass to the credit of 
William Bingham five hundred and seven thousand six 
hundred and forty-one livres of Martineque, beii^ the bal- 
ance due to him from the United States on account of com- 
mercial transactions in the French West Indies, this balance 
to bear an interest of wx per cent, per annum until paid; 

That with respect to certain other charges of salary and expences 
exhibited in said account by M'' Bingham as the political Agent of 
Congress in the French West Indies, the Committee not being com- 
petent judges thereof, they are submitted to Congress together with 
a resolution to be adopted in case Congress shoxild be of opinion the 
said charges are justly founded, 

That the Treasury Board pass to the furthco: credit of William 
Bingham Esq' one hundred and ten thot!sand three hundred and 
twenty four Livres of Martinico due to him as the PoUtical Agent of 
the United States in the French West Indies.* 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report, so far as relates 
to chaif;es for salary and expences, be referred to a com- 
mittee of three: 

The members, Mr. [George] Clymer, lAx. [James] Lovell, 
Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

A report from the Board of Admiralty was read : 

Admibaltt Office June 5^ 1781. 

The Commissioners of the Admiralty have the honor to report to 
the United States in Congress assembled, tbe following resolutions: 

That for the future commissions, bonds and instructions for private 
armed vessels be issued from the Admiralty Office of these States to 
> This mport ia in the Papm o/ IA< OmlnKnlal OonyreM, No. 19, 1, lolis 363. 
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the Judges of (he Courts of Admiralty m the United Statm respec- 
tively, who are hereby authorized to grant them to such persons as 
shall apply therefor and perform the conditions, specified in the rules 
and regulations of Congress. 

That aa soon as the new commissions, instructions and bonds for 
private armed vessels shall be printed so many seta of them be issoed 
to the Judges of the Courts of Admiralty respectively as the Com- 
misaioners of the Admiralty shall deem necessary for cancdling tbe 
pommiasions and instructions outstanding. 

That the new commissions instructioos and bonds be substituted in 
their stead and that commissions bonds and instructions, be issued 
from time to time from the Admiralty Office on the requisition of the 
said Judges respectively. 

That each set thereof be and it is hereby rated at the price of dght 
spede Dollars. 

Th&t the Commissioners of the Admiralty, be and they are hereby 
directed to transmit certificates to the Board of Treasury of the sets 
of papers issued as aforesaid specifying therein the number of them 
and to whom issued, and that the Board of Treasmy charge the same, 
at the rate aforesaid, to the respective judges, who are hereby required 
to make quarterly remittances ther^or to the Board of Treasury. 

And it is further Besolved that the money hence arising be appro- 
priated to the use of the Navy, and paid to the order of the Admiralty. 

That the bonds executed by the commanders of private aimed 
vessels be lodged in the Admiralty Office, and a register be there kept 
of the sets of commissions, bonds, and instructions sent to the Judges 
of the Courts of Admiralty, and of the names of tJie captains with 
their ships or vessels, to whom Commissions shall have been granted. 

That tiie old Commissions now outstanding, be and they are hereby 
ordered to be delivered by the holders of them to the Judges of the 
Courts of Admiralty to be cancelled on or before the day of 
1781, or sooner if posuble; under the penalty of forfeiting the whole of 
any prize orprizes they shall thereafter take under their old commissionfl 
to the use of the United States, provided that they or any of them 
shall be in port at or before that time, and the Judges he furnished 
with blank oommisuons bonds, and instructions, but in case the 
commander of a private armed vessel, holding an old conmiisaion 
should Dot arrive in port by the time specified as aforesaid, he shall 
as soon as may be after his arrival deliver the same into the office of 
the Judge of Admiralty of the State to which his vessel shall belong, 
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and if the stud Tessel should proceed to sea vith her old commission 
the iriiole of any prize or prizes she may capture by virtue thereof 
shall be forfeited in manner aforesaid. 

That a copy of the first of these resolutions be transmitted by 
the Board of Admiralty, to each of the supreme Executives of these 
States, and that they be requested to deliver over to the Judges of 
the Courts of Admiralty of their respective States, all the bonds and 
other documents in their hands relative to the private armed vessels 
to which they may have granted commissions. 

That the Judges of the Courts of Admiralty respectively be and 
they are hereby empowered and directed to pursue, matatia mutandis, 
the measures recommended by Congress to the Oovemora or Presi- 
dents of the United States to prevent the abuses which the British 
make of papers, or clearances taken in American prizes in their 
resolution of the 11''' of November 1780, and all other measures 
touching the conmuBsiouating private armed vessels which have 
been by Congress recommoided to the (Governors or Fresidente or 
Supreme Executives of these United States.* 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. [Will- 
iam] Sharpe. 

That the minister plenipotentiary of these United States 
at the Court of Versailles, be authorised and empowered to 
offer Lieutenant General Burgoyne in exchange for the 
Hon. H. Laurens.' 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
requured by Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, 



JVeip Bampahire, 






Rh«de Island, 




Mr. Sullivan, 


ay 




Mr. Yamum, 


•y 


Livermore, 


ay 


ay 


Comietiaii, 










Mr. Huntingten, 


•y 


Mr. LovbU, 


«y 




Ellawortli, 


«y 


Partridge, 


•y 




Sherman, 


«y 


Ward, 


ay 


*y 


New Jersey, 




Osgood, 


ay 




Mr. Houston, 


no 



'This report ia in tliePiip«n(i^tA« QmHnmtal Cmgrtu, No. 37, folio 507. 

* Tbif ratduUtai wu alK) entered in Qie manuscript Secret Jounul, Fonign A&in. 
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JVorlk Cbrolino, 




Mr. Montgomery, 


«y 




Mr. Sllsrpe. 


•y 


Atlee, 


no 




Johnston, 


«y 


aymer, 


no 


no 


SmA Oarclina, 




T. Smith, 


no 




Mr. Methem, 


ay 


Delaviare, 






Motte, 


ay 


Mr. Rodney, 


•y 


«y 


Eveleigh, 


ay 


McEeen, 


ay 


Georgia, 




Maryland, 






Mr. Walton, 


ay 


Mi. Jenifer, 

CktoII, 

Potte, 


»y 

no 

«y 


«y 


Few, 
Howly, 


ay 
ay 


Virgima, 










Mr. Jones, 


»y 








Madison, 


no 








Blund, 


»y 


ay 






M. Smith, 


«y 









So it was resolved in the affirmatlTe. ^ 

On motion of Mr. [William] Sharpe, seconded by Mr. 
pThomas] McKean: 

Resolvedf That two more persons, making in the 
whole four, be joined to the honorable John Adams in 
negotiating a treaty of peace with Great Britain ; 

Mr. Henry Laurens was put in nomination by Mr. 
[Theodorick] Bland. 

Congress proceeded to the election; and ihe ballots 
being taken: 

The honourable Benjamin Franklin, 

The honourable Henry Laurens, and 

The honourable Thomas Jefferson, were elected. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

' From this point the proceedings tar the day were entered onljr in the mmuacript 
Secret Jounul, Foreign Aifain, &iid in the More Secret Journal. 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 15, 1781 

A letter, of 12, from Charles Pettit, assistant quarter^ 
master general, was read, desirii^ leave to resign:^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, Mr. 
[Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee. 

A report from the Board of Admiralty was read: 

ADMnuLTT Offiok June IS^ 1781. 

The BoBxd of Admiralty b^ leave to infonu the United States in 
CongTBBs assembled, That they have repeatedly called upon James 
. Wharton, who was long before the establishment of this Board 
appointed a Commissioner of Stores, and who hath received large 
sums from the Navy Board to purchase articles for fitting out shipa, 
to exhibit his accounts, and he hath as often answered that when be 
received hia appointment, he did not understand that be was to do 
the business of a clerk, and refuses to exhibit his accounts unless he 
can be furnished with a clerk to post bis books. He says that when 
he shall have satisfied the demands against him for articles purchased 
for the public, the United States will be indebted to him. 

How this is we cannot know until hIa accounts are exhibited. The 
Board wish that your honorable body would determine whether he 
should be allowed a derk for the purpose mentioned or not.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the foregoing committee. 

A report from the Board of Admiralty on the letter, of the 
25 April last, from Admiral Arbuthnot, was read: 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

A report of the Board of Admiralty on the letters from 
J. D. Schwe^auser was read. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the memorial of William Thome he referred 
to the Board of War.* 

■ This l«tt«T is in tho Paptn 0/ th* CorUinenlal Conffrat, No. 78, XVIII, folio 396. 

* TioB report ia in tho Paptn of the Continental Congrtu, No. 37, folio 4S3. 

* This memorial, dated June 12, 1781, ia in the Paptrt of Ae Continmlat Contra*, 
No. 41. X, lolio 127. 
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The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 3 Feb- 
ruary last, from Greneral Washii^toii, delivered in a report.* 
A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] McKean, sec- 
onded by Mr. [George] Partridge, to reconsider the third 
amendment proposed by the committee, and adopted on 
the 11th; and on the question to reconsider, the yeas 
and nays being required by ]tfr. [Geoi^e] Partridge-— 



New Hampshm, 






Marylmd, 


Mr. livermore, 


no) 


* 


Mr. Jenifer, 


ItaseachuaetU, 






CarroU, 


Mr. loTen, 


ay 




Potts, 


Purtridge, 


ay 


ay 


Fifymio, 


Osgood, 


ay 




Mr. Jones, 


Rhode hUvd, 






Madison, 


Mr. Vamum, 


ay 


* 


Bland, 








M. Smith 


Mr. S. Himtmgton, 


ay 




NortK Omilina, 


EUaworth, 


ay 


«y 


Mr. Sharpe, 


Sherman, 


•y 




Johnston, 


New Jer$ei/, 






SmO. Carolina, 


Mr. Witherspoon, 






Mr. Mathews, 


Houston, 


no) 


no 


Boo, 


Penngyhama, 






Motte, 


Mr. AUee, 


no 




Ereleigh, 


Clymor, 


no 


no 


Georgia, 


T. Smith, 


ay 




Mr. Walton, 


Pelowore, 






Few, 


Mr.Eodney, 


ay 




Howly, 


McKean, 


ay 


»y 





So it passed in the negative. 

* Fma tide point the proceedingi for the dfty were entered only in the manuacript 
Secret Journal, Foreign Atbin, and in the More Secret Journal, but from the latter 
the conuninion to the miniRters plenipotentiaiy waa omitted. A copy of the com- 
minitni is found In Secret Journal, No. 4, and in Secret Journal, No. 6, Vcd. III. 
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mSTBtTCnOIffl TO THE HONOURABLE JOHN ADAHS, BEN- 
JAMIN PHANBUN, JOHN JAT, HBNKT LAUBENS AND 
THOMAS JEFFERSON, MINISTERS PLENIPOTENTIAHT 
ON BEHALF OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO 
NEGCnATB A TREATY OF PEACE. 

You are hereby authorised and instructed to concur, 
in behalf of these United States, with his Most Christian 
Majesty, in accepting the mediation proposed by the 
Empress of Russia and the Emperor of Germany, 

You are to accede to no treaty of peace which shall 
not be such as may, 1st, effectually secure the independ- 
ence and sovereignty of the thirteen states, according 
to the form and effect of the l^^eaties subsisting between 
ih& said states and his Most Christian Majesty; and, 2d, 
m which the said treaties shall not be left in their full 
force and validity. 

As to disputed boundaries and other particulars, we 
refer you to the instructions formerly given to Mr. 
Adams, dated 14 August, 1779, and 18 October, 1780, 
from which you will easily perceive the desires and 
expectations of Congress; but we think it unsafe, at this 
distance, to tie you up by absolute and peremptory 
directions upon any other subject than the two essential 
(tfticles abovementioned. You are therefore at liberty 
to secure the interest of the United States in such 
manner as circumstances may direct, and as the state of 
the belligerent and disposition of the mediating powers 
may require. For this purpose, you are to maJte the 
most candid and confidential communications upon all 
subjects to the ministers of our generous ally, the King 
of France; to undertake nothing in the negotiations for 
peace or truce without l^eir knowledge and concurrence ; 
and ultimately to govern yourselves by their advice and 
opink>n, endeavouring in your whole conduct to make 
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thean Bensible how much we rely oa bis Majestj^s 
influence for effectual support in every thing that may 
be necessary to the present security, or future prosperity, 
of the United Stat^ of America. 

If a difficulty should arise in the course of the n^^tia^ 
tion for peace, from the backwardness of Britain to 
make a foimat acknowledgment of otu* independraice, 
you are at liberty to agree to a truce, or to make such 
other concessions as may not affect the substance of 
what we contend for; and provided that Great Britain 
be not left in possession of any part of the thirteen 
United States.' 

Samuel Hdvtinqton, President. 

Ch. Thomson, Secretary. 

The committee reported the draft of a commission 
to the ministers plenipotentiary for negotiating a peace, 
which being amended, was agreed to as follows: 

The United States of America in Congress assembled — 
To all to whom these presents shall come, send 



Whereas these United States, fram a sincere desire 
of putting an end to the hostilities between his Most 
Christian Majesty and these United States on the one 
part, and his Britannick Majesty on the other, and of 
t^minatii^ the same by a peace founded on such solid 
and equitable principles as reasonably to promise a 
permanency of the blessings of tranquillity, did here- 
tofore appoint the honourable John Adams, late a 
commissioner of the United States of America at the 
Court of Yersaill^, late delegate in Congress from the 
State of Massachusetts, and chief justice of the said 
State, their minister plenipotentiary, with full powers, 
1 and special, to act in that quality, to confer, 



> Thia nport, in the writiiig ol Qutrlw Thotoaoa, u in the Paptn o/Ou Continmlal 
Congma, No. 2S, I, Iblio *t6. 
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treat, agree and conclude with the ambassadors or 
plenipotentiaries of his Most Christian Majesty and of 
bis Britannick Majesty, and those of any other princes 
or states whom it might concern, relating to the re-es- 
tablishment of peace and friendship: And whereas the 
flames of war have since that time been extended, and 
other nations and states are involved therein: — ^Now 
KNOW TB, That we, still continuing earnestly desirous, 
as far as depends upon us, to put a stop to tiie effusion 
of blood, and to convince the powers of Europe that 
we wish for nothing more ardently than to tenninate 
t^e war by a safe and honourable peace, have thou^t 
proper to renew the powers formerly given to the said 
John Adams, and to join four other persons in com- 
mission with him; and having full confidence in the 
integrity, prudence, and ability of the honourable 
Benjamin Franklin, our minister plenipotentiary at 
the Court of Versailles, the honourable John Jay, late 
President of Congress, and chief justice of the State 
of New York, and our minister plenipotentiary at the 
Qayxrt of Madrid, and the honourable Hemy Laurens, 
formerly President of Congress, and commissionated 
and sent as our agent to the United Provinces of the 
low countries, and the honourable Tliomas Jefferson, 
govemour of the Commonwealth of Virginia — have 
nominated, constituted and appointed, and by these 
presents do nominate, constitute and appoint the said 
Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, Henry Laurens and 
Thomas Jefferson, in addition to the stdd John Adams, 
giving and granting to them the s^d John Adams, 
Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, Hemy Laurens and 
Tliomas Jefferson, or the majority of t^em, or of such 
of them as may assemble, or in case of the death, 
absence, indisposition, or other impediment of the 
others, to any one of them, full power and authority, 
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general and special, conjunctly and separate, and 
general and special command to repair to such place 
as may be fixed upon for opening n^otiations for 
peace; and there for us and in oiu* name to confer, 
treat, agree and conclude with the ambassadors, com- 
missioners, and plenipotentiaries of the princes and 
states whom it may concern, vested with equal powers, 
relating to the establishment of peace; and whatsoever 
shall be agreed and concluded for us and in our name, 
to sign, and thereupon make a treaty or treaties, and 
to transact every thii^ that may be necessary for 
completing, securing and strengthening the great work 
of pacification, in as ample form, and with the same 
effect as if we were personally present and acted therein : 
hereby promising, in good faith, that we will accept, 
ratify, fulfil and execute whatever shall be agreed, con- 
cluded and signed by our stud ministera plenipotentiary, 
or a majority of them, or of such of them as may assem- 
ble, or in case of the death, absence, indisposition, or 
other impediment of the others, by any one of them; 
and that we will never act nor suffer any person to act 
contrary to the same, in whole or in any part. In 
witness whereof we have caused these presents to be 
signed by our Presid^it, and sealed with bis seal. 

Done at Philadelphia, the fifteenth day of June, in 
the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and 
e^^hty-one, and in the fifth year of our independence. 
By the United States in Congress assembled. 

Saml. Huntington, President. 
Ch. Thomson, S&fy.^ 

' Thifl report, in the wiitiiig of Charles ThomwHi, is in the Papen of tb GmtiMntal 
Congf*»i, No. 26, 1, folio 426. On folioe 165 and 167 are the loUowing, Qte part in 
bncketa in Daniel Cairoll's writmg; the leat in th^t of John Sullivan: 

[The Conunittee appointed to prepare the {dnni of Commiflrionj i<x the Uinisten 
Plenipotoiliaijr chosen to negotiate a Feaoe, and to whom were referred sereral oHier 



dbjGoogle 



June, 1781 665 

The committee also reported the form of pow«« author- 
ising the ministers plenipotentiary to accept the mediation 
of the coiirts of Petersburg and Vienna for establishing peace 
between the belligerent powers, which was read. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FoontOTK — Contmued . 

Report Qie followiiig draught of a CommiBBion to the Uiniaten Plenipotentiary to 
negotiate a peace. N* 1. 

And (he foUowing diaoghta o( a CommiamoD to the said Uinisten to accede to the , 
Mediation of Qie Empraea of Rtuaia, and the Emperor of Germany. Nf 2. 

And report to Congreoa to order a Counterpart of the last proposed Com" mutotw 
mulondw the oidei in vhich the Emperor of Qennany and the Empren trf Riuaia are 

Your Committee request furthec time Us report do the other sevenl mattcn relened 
to them.] 

The United States of A m wiw t in Congras sasambled Toall to whom these present 
LotteiB shall nmie Greetliig; Cwigrmr We being unwilling to omit any tiling en t h e ir 
■Sart- which may depend on tu tor accelwating the consummation of the great and 
nlutary -woik. ot peace, and reestablishment (rf the public banquiUity confiding 
entirely in the capaci^, experience, zeal and fidelity for the service of the United 
States of for these and divecB other good cauoee and conaidwations-4ha» 

us thweunto moving -we have ciunmiflskined and appointed, and by these presents 
signed by the hand of IMr oai President do commiMiaaate and appoint, and have 
given and hereby do give to them, and dther two of them, and to any one of them 
separately, in case of (he death, absence or indisposition of the others, full power Com- 
miadon and apecial mandate for and in -the oar name of t he ITaitod S totoo In Cong r o M 
■mcimhlnil] and in quality of -th^ our Embassadors Extraordinary and Plcnipotentl- 
ary to accept the Uediation of the Imperial Courts of FetersbuTgh and Vienna, and to 
settle with the Embassadors and Uinisteis that may assemble for the purpose of negotiat- 
ing a peace, furnished with full powers in good form on the part of their Hasten, and 
to agree upon, conclude and dgn such treaty articles and conventione as the whole 
of them jointly, or the major part of them or any one of them separately in case of 
the deadk, absence or indisposition of (he o(hne shall think propw and particularly a 
definitiTetraatywhicbmayraestabliahasolid peace and lasting perfect union, between 
(he United States and Great Britain as also the auxiliaries and allies at either thot el 
l i ge r a at power hereby r~"T^''"0 pledging the faith of the United States to accept 
and hold firm and valid forever and to execute punctually all (hat (he said 
or the major part cd them <x any one trf them in case of the death, absence w indis- 
position <4 (he others may stipulate, promise and sign by virtue of the present powen 
without ever contravening or permitting (he same to be contravened for any cause 
n undw any jvetence whatsoever, and also for us to prepare and make out letten of 
ntlficatioo in good form to be exchanged in proper time. In witness whsreot C e a 
pew we have caused 4h^ our seal to be affixed to these {aesents. 

Done in Congrea the day of 1T8I 
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SATURDAY, JUNE i6, 1781 

A letter, of 24 May, from Jacob Bayley and others was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Commaader in Chief. 

A report from the committee of the week was read ; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a letter of John David Weaver be referred 
• to the Board of War.» 

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Mr. Jones, 
Mr. M'Dougall, Mr. Sullivan, || on the letter of February 3, 
from Gienend Washington was read, Whereupon: 

The Cominittee to whom Geii> Washington's letter of the 3** of 
FebruaiT' last was referred, beg leave to report the following resolu- 
tions, viz: 

Reeolved That Qeneral, Special and Garrison Courts Martial in 
the Army of these United States are hereby authorized to sentence 
delinquents to receive any number of lashes not exceeding Five hun- 
dred, or may order such delinquents to serve on board any armed 
vessel belonging to these States, or to labor on public works, for a 
reasonable term, according to the discretion of the said Court — any 
former act or resolution to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Resolved, That all acts and regulations of Congress empow- 
ering commanding officers of regiments or corps, to grant 
furlou^is to non-couunissioned officers and soldiers belong- 
ing to their respective corps, be, and hereby are repealed; 
and that in future no furloughs be granted but by the Com- 
mander in Chief, or the commander of a seperate depart- 
ment, or by such persons as they or either of them may 
appoint for that purpose: 

That all furloughs be in the form following: 

[The bearer hereof in the regiment of 

is hereby permitted to be absent on furlou^ for days from 

I Ibis lettot is in WaMngton Paptn, 07, bAio 0. 

* This letter, duted June 15, 1781, ia in tbe Papen t^f the ContinenKd Cangrtti, 
Ho. 147, V, folio 380. 
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the date hereof: and all officeis, civil and military, are requested to 
Buffer him to pass to and return to his regiment without 

molestation, be behaving as becometh him. This permit to be valid 
no farther than to the above-mentioned place, and no longer than for 
the above-mentioned time. Qiven at the day of 

178 Registered in the books of the regiment. 

Adjutant.] 

That all discharges be in the following form: 
[The 'bearer hereof in the regiment of 

and in captain company, having served 

during being the temt for which be was engaged, 

is hereby discharged from the said regiment, in which we certify that 
he hath behaved aa a brave and faithful soldier. Given at 
this day of 178 Registered in the books of 

the regiment. 

Adjutant.] 

That the furloughs and discharges granted, be r^stered 
in the book£f of the regiment : 

That when any non-commissioned officer or soldier shall 
return home, and does not within ten days after his return, 
produce his furlough or discharge to the nearest magistrate, 
he shall be liable to be apprehended and Seated as a deserter ; 

Ordered, That the Board of War procure printed forms of 
furloughs and dischai^es, and forward them, &om time to 
time, to the Commander in Chief.* 

The committee having recommended that genatd and 
garrison courts-martial in the army of these United States, 
be authorised to sentence delinquents to receive any number 
of lashes, not exceeding 600, or may order such delinquents 
to serve on board any armed vessel belonging to these states, 
or to labor on public w<n'k8 f<^ a reasonable term, according 
to the discretion of the sud court, any former act or resolution 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

' This report, except the pAragnpha in bnckete, is in the Papert o/the CmttmetUal 
Qmgnu, No. 19, VI, foUo 343. It ii in the writiag of John SuUivmn. 
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On the question 


to agree to this, the yeas and 


nays 


MI 


required by Mr. [Roger] Sherman, 






New Hampshire, 




Mm/land, 






Mr. SuUiTim, 


■^yldiv. 
no] 


Mr. Jenifer, 


no 




Livennore, 


Carroll, 


«y 


ay 


Musaehusetts, 




Potto, 


ay 




Mr. Partridge, 


""Ino 


Vir}Ma, 






Osgood, 


no)"" 


Mr. Madiaon, 


ay 




Rhode Island, 




Bland, 


no 


no 


Mr. Vamum, 


no)» 


All omituf 


no 








North OanliTta, 






Mr. Huntington, 


no 


Mr. Sharps, 


nol 


diy 


Ellsworth, 


no no 


Johnston 


•y. 




Sherman, 


no 


Sovih Carolina, 






Psnnayleania, 




Mr. Mathews, 


«y 




Mr. Montgomery, 


«y 




Motte, 


ay 


ay 


Atlee, 


»y 


»y 


Eveleigh, 


ay 




Clymer, 


«y 


Oeorgia, 






T.Smith, 


•y 




Mr. Walton, 


•y 


div 


Delaware, 




Howly, 


no 




Mr. Rodney, 


no] 








McEean, 


no 


"" 









So it passed in the negative. 

Ordered, That a member be added to the Board of Treasury 
in the room of Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, who is 
excused: 

Tlie member, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, JUNE 18,1781 

A letter, of Iff, from James Price ; and 
A letter, of 5 May, from Major General Greene, were read. 
A letter, of 15, from S. Patterson, was read : ' 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

' Piice'9 ItiUetia in OMPapertqfthtContmtnlai Con^reii, No. 78, XVIII, folio 403; 
Qreene's is in No. 156, II, foUo 51; FBtteaBon's is in No. 78, XVIII, foUo 398. 
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A report from the Board of Treasiiry was read; Where- 
upon, 

Orders, That on application of Mr. [Nicholas] Eveleigh, 
one of Uie delegates for the State of South Carolina, a warrant 
issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the 
continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for one 
thousand dollars of the new emission, for which the State of 
South Carolina is to be accountable; ' 

TEKAstmr Ofpiob Jwm 15^ 1781 
The Board of Treasuiy having considered the letter from Felix 
Warley to the Honorable M' Bee, read in Congrees the 14K inat and 
referred, beg leave to report. 

That the Acct. exhibited by the said Felix Warley Auditor for the 
Bouthem district for aettlemmit can't in ita preaent state be liquidated 
the whole being without vouchers to support the chargee and would 
only create an unreasonable delay to M' Warley to refer it in the 
usual way for settlement; for his immediate relief the Board submit 
to Congress, as the most eligible mode as well for supplying M^ Wariey, 
aa securing the U. States, that the Delegates in Congrees from the 
State of South Carolina draw such a sum of money, as they may deem 
necessary for M? Warley's supply, the State of South Carolina to be 
made accountable, or to advance a sum of monejr to M^ Warley he 
to be accountable, until he can procure the requisite documents to 
ratable him to settle bis Accounts. 
The Board further report, 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Charles 
Fettit, assistant quartermaster general, on account of Colonel 
T. Pickerii^, quartermaster general, for twelve thousand 
three himdred dollars in old paper money issued by the State 
of "Vu^ia, and now in the said treasurer's hands to be 
applied in the quartermaster's department in the State of 
Vir^nia, and for which sum Colonel T. Pickering, quartav 
master general, is to be accountable: ' 

■This report ifl in the Paper* o/tftsOmttnflital Con^rtu, No. 136, V, folio 379. 
'Tbiateptxiia ia iit.9 Papgn qftit Omtinmtai CongitMt, No. ISfl, V, folio 37S. 

8S8S2*— TOC. 20—12 IS 
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Ordered, That so much as relates [to] Felix Warl^ be 
re-committed. 
A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab Office, Jum 1£. 1781 
Sib, 

Thd Board have the honor to lay before Congress a letter of G«i- 
eral Muhlenbergh requesting that certain expenses may be reim- 
bursed him 

They beg leave to report 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Mr. Hopkins, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Vii^inia, 
in favour of Brigadier General Muhlenberg, for five hundred 
dollars of the new emission, for which he is to be accountable ; * 

Wab Office Jwk 1^ 1781 
Sm, 

The Board have the honor to lay before Congress, a letter from 
Captain VaDhenr on the subject of pay and depreciation for his men. 
If a sum of mon^ could be procured in part of their pay, the Board 
conceive it just and reasonable that they should receive it, and aa 
they are at a distance from head quarters, it may be proper for 
Congress to resolve. 

That the Board of War draw a warrant on the paymastra 
general for three months' pay for the officers and men of 
Captain Van Herr's troop of Marechaussee; 

Resolved, That depreciation of pay and subsistance be 
settled in behalf of the officers and men of Captain Van Herr's 
troop of Marechaussee, in the same maimer and on the same 
principles as is provided for Colonel Hazen's regiment." 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Nathaniel Appleton, 
commissioner of the continental loan office for i^e State of 
Massachusetts, in favoiu* of the paynaaster general, for seven 
hundred and forty-eight dollars and 60/90 of a dollar, in bills 
of the new emission, equal to 29,946 70/90 dollars of the old 

■ Thia report u in the Paptrt of (he Conttnentol Omgnu, No. 147, V, Iti&o 345. 

■ This repMt is in the PajMrt of (A< CimtHUtKal CmyrtM, No. 147, V, folio S37. 
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emiauona, for the pay of the detachment of lavalids at 
Boston, from the 1st November, 1779, to 1 August, 1780; 

And another warrant on the said N. Appleton, commis- 
sioner aforesaid, in favour of the said paymaster general, 
for one thousand six hundred and thirty-four dollars and 
51/90 of a dollar in biUs of the new emissions, for the pay of 
the aforesaid detachment for the months of August and Sep- 
tember last, the said paymaster general to be accountable; 

Wab Otfioe June IS. 1781 
Sm, 

The Board have the honor to lay before Congress the enclosed 
lettw from sundry Qentlemen, prisoners of War returned from 
Charlestovn, and beg leave to report. 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw warrants on the 
paymaster general in favour of the following officers on 
account of their pay, in bills of the new emission; namely: 
of William Scott, lieutenant colonel 1st South Carolina rep- 
ment, nine himdred and sixty dollars; of William Lewis, 
major 10th Virginia r^^ent, seven hundred and eighty 
dollars; of Felix Warley, captain South Carolina line, six 
hundred dollars; of Charles Brown, lieutenant 1st South 
Carolina reg^ent, three hundred and eighty dollars: 

We have c&lculated these sums according to what has been allowed 
officers in general, if Congress deem farther advances ezpedirait, they 
will be pleased to direct them to be made. 

F. 3. The passage momes the officers were obliged to pay amount 
to £ 10 SterUng a piece to £40 Sterhng. It. is hard upon them to pay 
this out of their private funds, and indeed they represent it aa 
imposedUe. Therefore we lay the matter before Ccmgress for thmr 
directions.* 

Ordered, "Diat the Board of War take proper meafiiu'es for 
paying one hundred and seventy-e^t dollars, or the value 
thereof in the new emissions, for the passage of sundry 
officers from Charlestown to Philadelphia.' 

■ This report i« in the Papert oftlie CmtincntaJ Congrtu, No. M7, V, folio 3C7. 

■ TUi i^nrt ia In the Papm q/':h« CbtUinmMl CbtvKM, No. 147, V, folio HI. 
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Wak Officm Jwm 16. 1781 
Sm, 

Finding by l^e representations of the Director and PonreyoT of 
the Hospitals that difficulties have arisen in the businesa of granting 
Warrants for part of the amns reported by us to be necessary for the 
Hospital Department as to the amount of the equivalent for the 
e^ecie sums mentioned in our report we have multiplyed those euma 
hj four and have taken the liberty to report, 

Ordered, That instead of the sum of eight thousand five 
hundred and forty [five] dollars and one third in specie or 
an equivalent, ordered to be granted to the piu-veyor of the 
military hospitals by the oider of the 11 instant, the Board 
of Treasury report a warrant on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan ofl&ce for the State of Pen^l- 
vania, in favotu* of the swd purveyor, for thirty-four thousand 
one hundred and eighty-one dollars and one-third of a dollar, 
of bills of the new emissions; and instead of the sum of four 
thousand two hundred dollars in spiecie or an equivalent, 
mentioned in another order of the 11th instant, the Board of 
Treasury report a warraat on Thomas Smith, commissioner 
aforesaid, for sixteen thousand eight hxmdred dollars, in bills 
of the new emissions in favour of the said purveyor, for the 
purposes mentioned in the said order, for which sums the 
said purveyor is to be accountable. 

We beg leave to observe that a late misfortune having happened to 
Hospital Stores in Vliginia and l^e presaug neceesitiee of the Depart- 
ment in all quarters require an immediate grant of the mooies before 
mentioned.' 

The committee, Hconsisting of Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Cornell, 
Mr. Sbaipe,|| to whom was re-committed their report on the 
cloathier's department, together with the letter of J. Moylan, 
cloathier-general, delivered in a report, which was taken into 
consideration; and, thereupon, 

The Conunittee to whom General WUkbson's letter, respecting the 
Cloathier's Department was referred b^ leave to submit the following 
Resolution, viz. 

'ThiBieportisinthePiipcno/l^Ctmtuicii&iIQmffKn, No, 147, V, b)lio363. The 
amouut M gtven in the report ia ei^t thmuuid five hundrad and forty-five doUan uid 
ooetbifd. 
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Saolved, That all the rules and regulations respeoting theOoathier's 

^^ Department be and hereby are repealed. And that it 

be recommended to the several states to furnish their 

troops respectively with Cloathing mitil the first day of July ncrt 

Wovcmbop -aegt September next. 

Resolved, That all Btate purchases of cloathing on conti- 
n^ital account, and all state appointments and regulations in 
the cloathing department on continental account, be abol- 
ished on the first day of Jaly September; at or before which 
time, the sub and agent cloathiers are to deliver to the 
cloathier general or bis order, all cloathing procured at con- 
tinental expence which they may then have on hand, taking 
his receipt therefor, a duplicate whereof to be transmitted to 
the Boapd of treasury office. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and najrg being 
required by Mr. [Roger] Sherman, 



JVetp Hampshire, 






Virginia, 






Mr. SoUiTan, 


ay 




Mr. Jones, 


ay 




liTermoK, 


«y 


ay 


Madison, 


ay 




JfiuKuAuatOi, 






Bland, 


»y 


ay 


Mr. Partridge, 


no 




M. Smith, 


ay 




Osgood, 


no 


no 
no 


JVortJl CoroZino, 






Rhode hUni, 






Mr. Sharps, 


ay 




Mr. Vamum, 


«r 


• 


Johnston, 


ay 


ay 


Coimeeticvi, 






Sooth CanMna, 






Mr. Huntington, 


ay 


div. 


Mr. MathewB, 


ay 




Shorman, 


no 


Bee, 


«y 










Motte, 


ay 


ay 




ay 




Eveleigh, 


ay 




Atle«, 


ay 




Oeorffia, 






ajmer. 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Walton, 


ay 




Snuth, 


ay 




Few, 


ay 


•y 


Delmcare, 






Howly, 


«y 




Mr. Rodney, 


«y 










Ua^U,^, 












Mr. Jenifer, 


ay 










Carroll, 


»y 


ay 








Potti, 


ay 
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So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That the cloathier general, on or bof ojo the to s t 
4eif in the month of June, annually, make and deliver in to 
the Board of War, an estimate of cloathing and disburse- 
ments for cloathing for a year from the first day of November 
then next, that Congress may be enabled to furnish the 
proper sums, and adopt the necessary measures forprocuiing 
ihe same : 

Th > t the Clo ft tbie^j l ODOH i l be -a ubhori fla d - to appoipt fouF pureb aaag 
Agont B- who MO from time to t r irooto WMMMTe - faiB - iiiBtwiationB foF pro 
eawng - noeeooory Artaolo a of ■ Cloa t bing i — Tln>d «» fei w M3wtflH > I to hove 
t he immodint e e onteoul otop bho HB id ' A go Dt B a nd io to b e roopontiibl e 
fop tbeiF oond a o t i 

AH Artaol es' impoitod fpMnEarope - to - bo ro a oived wid -w bwi - ne e c B- 
Hft pyi m a d e up Mid - fowrapded by th e fC B peetiye Agent Cletbi e i iBr 

^Sb a/ b tii e Clo at hing Ag e ntB bo a nd -t h e y a ro horoby - dip e o t od - to tr a n a 
mit woohly Q e norol a ee ounto of Prioco of - the ar t iolc e within thoip 
D e p a itaKMit S j t h at tho C3o a thioF G te nop a l witb - d» eenonpwmoo of the 
B o a pd of "W a p, - may s o f a > aa may ^ be - preT e nt - oemp e tition in puroha a c e 



That all non-commissioned officers and soldiers, < 
and wft ^^iWB who are or may hereafter be inlisted during 
the war, be annually fiuiushed with one re^mental coat, 
full made; one cloth vest; one pair of cloth breeches; one 
pwr of woollen overalls; two pair of woollen hose; two pair 
of woollen socks; one felt hat or leather cap; four shirts; 
two pairs of linen overalls; [one leather or worsted stock]* 
four purs strong shoes; one blanket; one rifle shirt, and one 
pair of woollen gloves: also, one pair of shoe-buckles fmd one 
stock-clasp, every two years: 

The dragoons to receive two pair of boots and one pair of 
spurs, instead of the shoes and buckles, annually; also, a 
horseman's cloak eveiy two years. 

[That the Commander in Chief, and the conunandii^ 
general in a seperate department, respectively be, and hereby 

■ Hie words in Ivacketa an in the conunittw nipwt, but not in the Jonnul. 
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are, authorised to direct what cloathing shall, &om time to 
time, be dealt out to the artificers and waggoners, having 
r^ard to the nature of their service and the terms of their 
contract, and time for wliich th^ are engaged:] ' 

That summer cloathing be ready to be issued on the 15th 
day of April, annually, and the wint^ cloathing on the 1st 
day of November following, fmd be delivered at such time as 
the Commands in Chief or commanding general, in a seperate 
department, shall direct: 

That the cloathier general deal out the cloathing regimen- 
tally; and keep regular accounts against the respective rep- 
mental cloathiers, taking particular care to have the cloath- 
ing equally and impartially distributed when it is found 
incompetent for the whole army: 

That previous to the day of general issue, the repmental 
cloaUiiers settle their accoimts with the cloathier general, 
and receive his certificates of the arrearages of cloathing due 
to their respective regiments, and pres^it him with a return 
of the number of men for whom cloathii^ is to be drawn on 
the day of general issue; the said return to be examined and 
certified by the officer commanding their respective regiments, 
and signed by the brigadier or officer commanding the brigade : 

That all extra issues to detachments, or for accidental loss 
of cloathing, be by certificate of the commanding officer of 
the re^ment or detachment to which the non-commissioned 
officers or soldiers, in whose behalf such application is made, 
shall belong; the said certificate being approved and signed 
by the Commander in Chief or commanding general of a 
separate army: 

That all issues of cloathing be made from the magazines or 
places of general issue with the army; and, to avoid the 
neceeuty of detached issues, the officers commanding parties 
or detachments are to be answerable that they are supplied, 

> This pangrqili ia not in the committee repoH, 



dbjGoogle 



666 Journals of Congress 

BO far as may be, from the magazines or stores at camp, 
previous to their leaving the army to which they belong: 

That no article of cloathing be issued by the cloathier 
general, his deputies or assistants, but by return and certifi- 
cates made and approved bs aforesaid: 

That no non-commissioned officer or soldier, w ^fieo f ot 
waggono? who is not engaged diuing the war, or for the term 
at least of one year, be furnished with any article of cloathing: 

That the cloathier general, from time to time, notify the 
paymaster general of all surplusages of cloathing, specifying 
the corps to which they belong, that stoppages may be toade 
therefor: 

Th a t the Cloothiof Qon e g a l b e a utb a risod ' to a ppoint aii - D epetigBy 
Mid employ one Clork a Dd- e no L a bo H i 'ey wirim ae b a llow4ng - BO moT e 
th a n CnwMi t wgc e to the Cletto a nd L a b e a yewr 

That he make return to the Board of War of all cloathing 
on hand, and persons employed in the department, with the 
wages ^ven to each, r^ularly, once in every two months: 

Th a t the Cl ea tbiDg Agente t t a nsmit with 0¥ e ty p a wel of Clo at hing 
purohaa e d ot imported and ae nt od to the magftginc fl an eaaot I nyeiee 
eoHt MPin g qa imt itioe, g peoieB) and, if puroha a ed, prieo a . 

That the quartermaster general, and his deputies in the 
several states, shall, on the requisitions of the e oad -ag en t 
eloftthioro FOopoQti¥oly cloat^er general, furnish the means 
of transportation of all articles of cloathing from the places 
where imported, received, or purchased, to the places of 
deposit; and a careful waggon-master or conductor, to be 
appointed by the quartermasto* general or some of his depu- 
ties, shall proceed with the cloathing, who shall be answer- 
able for all deficiencies on the road, imless they shall be able 
to shew that the same happened by unavoidable accidents, 
and not through their misconduct or want of attention: 

That in case of injiu-ies or deficiencies happening in the 
transportation of cloathing, the cloathier stationed at the 
magazine or place of d^>osit, shall represent the matter to 
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the nearest coimnandit^ officer of the troops of the United 
States, that the wa^on-master or conductor, having had 
charge of the clothing so damaged or deficient, may be tried 
by a court martial, and if found guilty, compelled to restore 
the goods lost, or their value, or make satisfaction for dam- 
ages accrued through his neg^%ence or mismanagement, or 
be punished according to the nature of the ofFence by judg- 
ment of the court martial: 

That the cloathier general have the management, direction 
and superintendance of hides, subject to the orders of the 
Board of War, with full power to caJl for proper returns from 
such persons aa have heretofore had tiie management of 
hides: 

That all commissaries make montlily returns to the 
cloathier general of the hides on hand, and that the commis- 
sary general make monthly returns to him of all the live 
cattle delivered over to the commissaries of the army: 

That the quartermaster general or his deputy, on the 
application of the cloathier general, or either of his deputies, 
furnish waggons for transporting raw or manufactiued bides 
to such places as they sh^ direct: 

That the cloathier general, with the concurrence of the 
superintendant of finance, be authorised to appoint such 
niunber of persons to fiunsact the biisiness of the cloathing 
department, during the present campa^l;n, as they may, 
from time to time, find necessary, and to ascertain their 



That the cloathier general make monthly returns to the 
Commander in Chief: 

That all resolutions heretofore passed respecting the 
cloathing fmd hide departments, inconastent with this 
arrangement fmd the resolutions now passed, be, and they 
sxe hereby repealed.* 

* This report ia in Paper* of tht ContbaetOtU Congrtit, No. 31, folio 75, the lart six 
pangrapha being in John Sullivsn's vriting. A cop7 of the reaolutioiie u pawed la 
in No. 19, VI, folio 319. 
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The committee of the week elected: 

Mr. [George] Partridge, Mr. [Thomaa] Rodney, Mr. [Kdi- 
ard] Potts. 

Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury on the 
allowance made for burning the bills of the old emisdonB be 
referred to a committee of four: 

The members, Mr. Thomas] Smith, Mr. paaac] Mott^ Bfr. 
pliomas] McKean, Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

A motion was made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vammn, Mr. [Theo- 
derick] Bland, Mr. [John] Sullivan. 

Ordered, That the Board of War report a plan of succea- 
ston to vacancies in the hospital and medical lines of the 
army. 

The report of the committee || consisting of Mr. Ward, Mr. 
Sullivan, and Mr. Motte || on the memorial of C!olonel Hazen 
was taken into consideration; Whereiqx)n, 

The committee to whom Colonel Hazen'e memorial of the 31** of 
Uay was referred beg leave to submit the foUowiog resolutions; viz. 

Resolved, That the cloathier general furnish the Canadian 
offic^« belon^ng to Colonel M. Hazen's raiment, with a suit 
of cloathes, on the same tenns cloathing hath been funuEdied 
l^ the State of Massachusetts to their officers: 

That one year's interest, upon the balances due on the 
1st of January, 1780, to the Canadian officers and soldiers of 
that reg^ent, be added to and included in their certificates: 

Th at- o iw ib - ef - tho - C ft B ft diiMi ooldioi B in tha t Tegua e irt - wh e -we fe en - 
li et ed in ' tho yoap - 1777 and ftro now in s omoo roo e i¥e imoAj p etrnde 
g pooio - in lieu of tho s tate and town bountio a i 

That Congress will make the twenty-four dollars, granted 
as a bounty to those soldiers, eqtial in value to the boimty 
or allowance of the State of Massachusetts granted to the 
soldiers of that State serving in the same r^^ent; and that 
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the Board of Treasury add the same to their certificates, in 
lieu of the sum of twenty-four dollars granted by the resolu- 
tion of the 20th of April last. 

Th&t sixteen hundred and nine^ three dollars be advanced in 
specie or bills of exchange to Colonel Moem Hazen in part of tiie 
balance due to him from the United States.* 

Ordered, That so much of the report as relates to a grant 
of money to Colonel Hazen be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 
A motion was made by Mr. [John] Sullivan: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 
The committee appointed to confer with the minister 
plenipotentiaiy of France, report, 

That on the second conference with the minister of 
France, he communicated some parts of a despatch 
dated the 7th of August, 1780, the first part relating to 
losses suffered by French merchants, either trading 
with private houses in America, or engaged in transac- 
tions of commerce for Congress, or the several states. 
He informed the committee that several papers which 
should have accompanied this despatch, were not come 
to hand, so that he could not state what kind of com- 
pensation the merchants might expect. The minister 
however mentioned in the conference, that without 
waiting the arrival of those papers, which may have 
been lost, or may be delayed for a long time, some 
recommendation might be thought proper to be sent 
Ax>m Congress to the several states, in order to prevent 
forever the effect of the tender laws operating against 
foreign merchants; that this would be an encourage- 
ment to commerce, uid remove the fears of foreign 
traders in their transactions with the citizens of the 

This repmi. In (he vritteg of John BnlUvui, ii fn the Papm ef tht ContiiunUd 
No. U, III, toUo 06. 
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United States. The minister communicated tiiat part 
of the Count de Vei^ennes* letter relating to the dis- 
cussion which was between him and Mr. J. Adams 
with reelect to the d^ieciation of the p^wr money, 
and the effect this had produced on the French trade; 
however, he did not enter fully into the matter, not 
being funushed with tiie proper papers. 

The other objects of the communications of the min- 
ister of France were the measures taken by the Coiuii 
of Russia, and the northern powers, on account of the 
ri^ts of neutrality, and the conduct to be observed 
by the belligerent powers towards subjects of neutral 
powers; and be informed the committee that those 
northern courts had made formal declarations to the 
powers at war respecting the principles of neutrality; 
and that they had concluded a convention for the 
security of th^ navigation and of their fair trade. 
That this convenfaon was particularly obnoxious to the 
Court of London, as it was now obliged to respect neu- 
tral flags, which it had till then treated with the greatest 
severity, exercising against iheai eveiy kind of depre- 
dation according to Its former practice. That France 
fully approved of that convention, the consequence of 
which was that all the powers concerned, while they 
did justice to the principles of the king's council, con- 
Mdered the British more and more as the tyrants of 
the sea. The king's council, therefore, thought it proper 
to transmit this intelligence to Congress, leaving it 
to their wisdom to adopt the principles of the neutral 
powers laid down so long ago as the 26th July, 1778, 
in an ordinance of the king, which the ministw of 
France delivered several months ago, with other printed 
papers, on the same subject, to the Board of Admiralty. 
The minister thought it the more important for the 
United States to conform their maritime laws to that 
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system, as they would thereby conciliate to themselves 
tiie benevolence of the neutral powers. He observed 
that American privateers had presumed to stop neutral 
vessels loaded with English merchandise, which had 
^ven rise to unfavourable observatioos and complaints 
against the United States. He observed that Holland 
had taken a part in the association of the northern 
courts; and that therefore she ought to be compre- 
hended in the orders of Congress, if it should be thought 
proper in those orders to mention the names of par- 
ticular powers. But, if Congress adopted a conduct 
similar to that of France, tbey would extend their 
OTders in favour of aUX neutral powers generally. 

The minister then gave a short historical account of 
the n^otiation of Mr. Cumberland, observing that the 
matter being now obsolete, it was sufficient to mention 
that this agent, having made proposals of peace to the 
king of Spfun, the first question he was asked was, what 
were the intentions of the Court of London respecting 
the United States 1 That he, having no instructions 
on this subject, or pretending to have none, had sent 
fm express to London. That the express had not 
returned when this letter was written.' 

The minister informed the committee tiiat the Court 
of Versulles had n^lected nothing to procure arms, 
ammunition and clothing for Congress. That the good 
intentions of the court had not been well seconded by 
the American agents; that it was their fault if these 
articles had not been forwarded in time; that the min- 
isters did not intend to accuse any one in particular; 
but were of opinion that Congress should inquire into 
the cause of the delay, in order to inflict such punish- 
ment as would prevent the like conduct in future. 

I up to tliia point a bir cop7 of tiie report ia in the i^p«n o/tAe CmMtimtal Con- 
t$t, No. 26, 1, tolioa SlS-217. 
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The minister then communicated the substance of a 
despatch of the 9th March, 1781; and entering fully 
into the subject, he told us that so early as the b^in- 
ning of the year 1780, he had informed Congress that a 
mediation might be opened in Europe. That the medi- 
ators might propose the zUi posaiddia as the basis of 
the n^otiation. That it was of the utmost importance 
to prevent the effect of a proposition so inconsistent 
witli the independence of the United States. That the 
Court of lYance wished to give them every assistance 
in their power; but he had observed, at the same time, 
tjiat the political system of the kingdom, being closely 
connected with that of other European powers, France 
might be involved in difficulties which would require 
the greatest attention, and a considerable part of her 
resoimws. That he had informed Congress confiden- 
tially tliat the death of the sovereigns of some of the 
European states with whom the Coiu-t of France had 
the most intimate connexion mi^t oblige her to employ 
the greatest part of her resources to secure her against 
the dangers which might be occssioned by such an 
event. That since that commimication was made to 
Congress, both those cases had happened. That the 
empress queen was dead. That the Court of VersuUes 
flattered itself that this will not at this time give rise 
to any material chajige in the politicks of the courts of 
Vienna and Berlin. That circumstances, however, are 
such that prudence dictates not to leave the frontier 
of France on Germany unprovided for defence. That 
the character the Iting bears of guarantee or protector 
of the lib^liies of the German empire obliges him to 
be ready to assist effectually the members of that body, 
whose safety may be endangered, and of consequence 
occasions extraordinary expenses. That France is at 
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the same time obliged to spare the land forces of the 
kingdom, and at f^e present crisis not to keep them at 
too great a distance. That this however is only a 
point of caution and prudence. That the Court of 
France still hopes the issue will be peaceable and agree- 
able to her wishes; but has thought it proper to inform 
Congress of it. That matters are different with respect 
to the Dutch. That th^ are now in a state of war 
with tiie Ei^lish; but there is amoi^ tiiem a party in 
favour of England; and notwithstanding the accession 
of the two opposing provinces to the resolution of the 
states for making reprisals, a mediation has been entered 
into between London and The Hague; and the Empress 
of Russia acts as mediatrix. That it is evident the 
Court of London, by opening this n^otiation, designs 
to draw the Seven Provinces to her side; and even 
goes so far as to expect, that she may employ the 
resources of the Dutdi against France, either directly 
or indirectly. That the disposition of that republick 
is still such as friends would wish. But the strongeet 
argument which the British party make use of to sepa- 
rate the Seven Provinces from France is, that they 
are destitute of a navfd fcoce; that their seamen are 
captured by the British; that all their riches will like- 
wise fall a sacrifice; and that their settlements in the 
East and West Indies are in the greatest danger. That 
under these circumstances it was become necessary for 
France to afford immediate protection to the Dutch in 
Europe; and to make without delay a diversion which 
may possibly save their East India possessions. That 
these measures had rendered it actually impossible to 
send to the United States the r^nforcement which was 
announced. 
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The minister of France thinks that this confidential 
and friendly explanation of the situation of France 
will convince Congress that the Ifing could not pursue 
a different line of conduct; and ih&t the consequences 
of the measures he has taken must at last turn to their 
advantage. That, however. Count de Rochambeau 
and Mons. Barras will receive some reinforcements, 
and will inform the Chevalier de la Luzerne how con- 
siderable they are. 

The minister told the committee that the friendship 
and benevolence of the king for the thirte^i United 
States had engaged him to trust Congress with these 
details, observing at the same time, that it would be 
proper to keep them secret. In giving an account of 
the subsidy granted by the king of France, the minist^ 
concluded by observing, that the Count de Vergennes 
writes that what remuns of the six millions, after pur- 
chasing the supplies of arms and ammunition, would be 
at the disposal of Congress ; or, if they should so direct, 
at the disposal of the Commander in Chief, or of their 
financier, if there should be one ; and that the resolution 
Congress took on this subject should be made known to 
the ministry, that fimds may be provided accordingly. 
In the course of the conference the chevalier mentioned 
the sums that had been procured for these states since 
the beginning of the year 1780. That in that year the 
Count de Vergennes had on his own credit procured for 
Doctor Franklin three millions of livres. That in Decem- 
ber Doctor Franklin wanted one million more to honour 
the bills drawn by Congress; and Uiat he received the 
fourth million. That in the coiubo of the present year, 
the Count has procured for him on loan four millions of 
livres, which make eight millions borrowed on the guaiv 
anty of France since the aforementioned period. And 
now the king makes a gratuitous donation of the subsidy 
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of six millions, which in the whole make up the smn 
of foiu'teen milUons since the commencement of the 
year 1780.' 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 1781 

A letter from J. Ross was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on his former 
memorial. 

The conunittee of the week made report; Wh^eupon, 

Orderly That a memorial of Colonel Nicola be referred to 
the Board of War to take order.* 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by 
Mr. [Thomas] Bee: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Geoi^] Walton, 
Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

The ccnnmittee reported the draft of a letter to Doctor 
Franklin, which was agreed to as follows: 

The Committee to whom was referred Dr. Franklint's lett^], and 
the revision of the Instructions to the CommiBsioners appointed to 
negotiate a treaty of Commerce with Qreat Britain report the fol- 
lowioig letter to Dr. Franklin : 

Sir, 

Congress have received your letter of the 12 of Maivh 
last, with the papers enclosed. The prospect of confer^ 
^ices being soon opened in Europe, under the mediation 
of the imperial courts of Fetersbu^ and ^enna, for 
accommodating the disputes between the belligerrait 
powers, which must necessarily involve the essential 

' Tbia report ma entered only in the nunneciipt Secret Journal, Foreign AfUn, 
Hie dnft, in Hie wilting of Daniel Gairoll, ia in tlie Paptn oftitt Coniinmtal Gmgnu, 
No.26, 1,lolio2ig. 

■ This letter, dated Jima IB, 1781, is in the Paptn qf tht ConiiTimtal Congna, No. 
78, XIX, lolio 386. 

* Tim fatititaiU in \hnPapen<^ the OmtinmtiU amgnu,liio. 41, VII, folio 71. 

B«382*— VOL 20—1! IS 
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interests of these United States, has determined us to 
increase the number of our ministers for negotiating a 
peace with Great Britain. We have therefore added 
yourself, Messrs. Jay, H. Laurens, and Thomas JeflFerson 
to Mr. Adams, to repair to such place as shall be fixed 
on for txansactiug this important business. 

A compliance with your request to retire from publick 
employment would be inconvenient at this particular 
conjunctiure, as it is \hG desire of Congress to avail 
themselves of your abilities and experience at the 
approaching negotiation. Should you find repose neces- 
sary, after rendering the United States this furtiier 
service, Congress, in consideration of your age and bodily 
infirmities, will be disposed to gratify your inclination. 
rouwill roooiye hofowith o lot i bof fcohiflMoatChristiaii ' lfojooty 'ft n d 
t bo instmotiona - to -e Bf - Miniatoro for nogotinting a - pflftoOt to bo pro 
B OPtod to bis Majo e ty - ftttondod ' with a uoh ft momori a l as- tlMvimpoi 



You will present the letter to his Most Christian 
Majesty, and communicate to him the instructions to 
our ministers for n^otiating a peace, attended with such 
a memorial as your prudence shall suggest and the 
importance of the subject requires. 
Youp Committoo foport - tJie following) tb ft t - i t- bo 
Bcflolyed, — That tho powew - berotofowi - pTan - to - tboHonblo - JohD 
AdnmSj - Eaqp. ' fop nogo^iiatin g ^> ^ trcoty ^ of ■ CoInInoyoo ■ with ■ G ■ w^Mi Britoia 
boftnd hopoby - oro inTo a tod in the Soroml Miniatore plonipotwitiftiT o^ 
tho B O ' Umt e d -S t a to B a ppointod to no g otinto ft pcftooi and that thoy op ft 
mftjority of thorn or - of -s ttoh of thorn m may aHs cmblo ^ 
OP in oQHo of - tbo - de a th, -a b s oaeo, iDdiopoflibion ot othoF 
impodiineat of tho obhom^ a ny onoof - i^ e m - mny ' PoooiyopPoi t o e nlB fpom 
Qpcot Bpi t ain - oB that a ubjoot i but nob to ooDoludo any tpo a ty Folfttiye 
thopoto without fuPtho? inatFuotionfl f jom Congpc as i ^ 
Adjommed to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

> TiiiB report, in tbe wiidng of Dnniel Cairoll, is in the Paper* of Ihe Contintntal 
Congrtu, No. 25, 1, folio 429. The letter wsa entered only in the nunuacript Secret 
JounuJ, Foreign ASIain, and in the More Secret Journal. 
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20, [1781] 

A letter of from the Board of War was read, en- 

closing a letter from Brigadier General Irwine: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw warrants on the 
paymaster general, one in favour of Major Woodson of 
Colonel Hazen's r^ment, for one hundred and ninety-five 
dollars in bills of the new emissions, equal to three months' 
pay and subsistance; and one in favour of Lieutenant 
Colonel Temant for four hundred dollars in bills of the new 
emissions on account of his pay, for which sums they are 
respectively to be accountable.' 

A report from the Board of Treasury on the letter, of 30th 
May, from Cha Pettit was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee to whom was 
re-committed their report on Mr. Blaine's and Mr. Pettit's 
letter. 

The committee ||consistiug of Mr. Houston, Mr. Sherman, 
Jfr. Atleell to whom was referred the letter, of 12, from Cha 
Pettit, desiring leave to resign, delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, 

The Committee to whom was referred a letter from Charles Petltt 
Assistant Quarter Master General, Keport as their opinion that the 
office of Assistant Quarter Master Grenerat may be discontinued 
without detriment to the public service and therefore submit the 
following reeohitioDs: 

Resolved, That Charles Pettit, assbtant quartermaster 
general, be permitted to resign that office, agreeably to his 
request: 

That the office of assistant quartermaster general be abol- 
ished; and that the duties of the said office be performed 

* The flnt clause of tbia rapiHt is in 'SiaPaptn (^Ae Cimttn«ntal Ctmgrtu, Ho. 147, 
V, folio 377; tbe aecond is on folio 381. 
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by the quartennaater general, and his deputies under his 
direction.' 

The committee to whom was referred the motion of Mr. 
[John] Mathews reported an ordinance, which was read, and 
after debate : 

Ordered, That it be re-committed, and that Mr. [James 
Mitchell] Vamum be added to the committee. 

On motion of Mr. [R<^er] Sherman, seconded by Mr. 
[Geoi^] Partridge, 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed imme- 
diately to employ a post-rider in the room of him who was 
lately taken by the enemy, between Fishkill and Morristown ; 
and to apply to tho Commandof in Chief of the Board of 
War for an escort on that part of the way where the ridera 
are expwed to be interrupted by the enemy. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. 
[Thomas] Bee, 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to furnish 
Governor Rutledge with four waggons, for transporting 
cloathu^ to the State of South Carolina; which waggons, 
when discharged by the said Governor Rutledge, to be deliv- 
ered ov^ to liie orders of the commanding general of the 
southern army. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

Tie Conuuittee of the week report, 

Tliat the letter of the 14!^ instant from B' Solomon TTalHng praying 
for an appointment in the military hospital be referred to the Board 
of War. 

And that the letter of the 19^ instant from B. d'Uerkfritz, Captain 
Colonel Armand'a legion, praying for the payment of the baOance 
due to him be also referred to the Board of War.* 

> ThiB report, in the writdng of Roger Shermui, ia in the Papen of &t ConimeiUat 
Congrtu, No. 19, V, folio 129. 

* This report, is the writing of OeoiKe Partridge, ia in the Papen o/tlit ConUnenttd 
OongroM, No. 32, folio 175. HaUing's letter ia in No. 78, XXI, fidto 81^ d'H^ktrite'e 
k in No. 78, XXIII, foUo 6. 
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[Ordered], That a letter from Doctor Solomon Hailing be 
referred to the Board of War; 

That a letter, of 19th, from B. d'Uerkfrit, captain m 
Colonel Armand's le^nary corps, be referred to the Board 
of War. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

War Office June W 1781 
Sm, 

llie Board have directed W- Thomas Jones Deputy Field Oom- 
missary of Military Stores, for the Southern department, to repair 
immediately to Virginia, and take charge of all military stores be- 
longing to the pubUo in that quarter. He is ready to execute their 
orders provided he can be fundshed with a supply of money for bis 
travelling expenses, as the public good require his immediate attention 
to the business, in forming magazines and collecting stores for the 
operations of the Marquis's army. The Board request Congress will 
be pleased to direct, 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of Thomas Jones, deputy field 
commissary of military stores for the southern department, 
for five hundred dollars in bills of the new emission on accoimt 
of his pay, for which sum he is to be accountable.' 

The committee, |]consisting of Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Atlee, Mr. 
Bland, || to whom was referred the report of the Board of 
Treasury on the accounts of Colonel D. Campbell, delivered 
in a report; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom was referred the Report of the Board of 
Treasury respecting the accounts of Col" Donald Campbell beg leave 
to report, 

That aftw examining the papers referred to them, They are oi 
opinion. That the said report and papers be recommitted to the Board 
of Treasury for final settlement of the accounts between said Campbell 
and the United States. 

Your Committee further report That in the accoimt exhibited by 
Col? Campbell against the United States are the following disputed 
charges, viz. 

■ Thia npwt ia in die Paptn qf tht QmtmmbU Cmgnu, Na. 147, V, folio 386. 
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15. 


14. 


6 


mrges Loaa on gold Bilver &c 




£»e. U,» 


His own baggage lost at Quebec 




200. 


— . 


- 


Commission on doatbing 




556. 


13. 


- 


Interest on tbe balance for 4 years 


and 








9 montbs 




687. 


16. 


7 



Total 1620 3 1 

Should Congress be of opinion That those chaises oug^t to be 

allowed it may be proper to resolve, 
That the Treasury Board be directed to credit Coh Donald Campbell 

in the settlement of his account for - £l7 h , - l i ai, - M X15. 14. 6 for loss 

on gold and silver* 

' and J 

interest on any balance that may be found due to him from the United 

States. 
Tliat the balance of the difference between the clothing charged 

and the clothing credited be disallowed.* 

Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury on the 
accounts of Colonel D. Campbell, with the papers, be re-com- 
mitted to the Board of Treasury for final settlement; and 
that ihe Board credit Colonel Campbell, in the settlement of 
his accounts, with the sum of £15 14 6, for loss on gold and 
silver, and also credit him for interest on such balance as may 
be foxmd due to him from the United States, but that the 
balance of the difference between the cloathing chained and 
the cloathii^ credited be disallowed. 

The committee, Hconsisting of Mr. Lovell, 1^. Sharpe, Ikb*. 
Bee,|| to whom were referred the letter ||and memorial of 7th 
Mayll from John Ross, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom were referred letters from John Rosa beg 
leave to Report — 

That M' Ross being reduced to a very critical utuation by the 
vinexpected and long delay of payment of his account against the 

' This report, in the writiiig of John Sullivan, ia in the Paper* </ (fte Contirteniol 
Congrem, No. 19, 1, folio 613. The total vm reached by adding (he figures afterwuda 
Bizuck out. 
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United States petitions earnestly for an advance in part by bills cA 
exchange which he is willing to take at par. 

That all the bills which remain unsold of those drawn upon Mi Jay 
and M' Laurens, and which have been subjected to the orders of the 
Superintendant of Finance under certain restrictions, amount to 
little more than forty two thousand dollars making not a half of the 
balance due to M' Rosa. 

That the Financier reoonunends the delivery of those bills to M' 
Ross as the best disposal of them, and also gives it as his opinion that 
it is not necessary to wait for the absolute knowledge of funds being 
specially appropriated for payment of them in Spain and Holland. 

That M'' Ross promises to brii^ no charge for usual damages, in 
case of non payment of the bills, but merely to return them. 

Your Committee therefore submit the following Resolution — 

Resolved, That Robert Horns, esq. be, and he is hereby, 
empowered to deliver to John Ross, in part payment of Ida 
accoimt, the bills of exchange which were committed to him 
to be disposed of by a resolution of the 4th of this month, 
tiie restrictions in the said resolution notwithstanding, the 
said J. Ross agreeable to his proposal agreeing to receive 
them at par uid engaging to biing no charge for usufJ dam- 
ages in case of non-payment, but merely to retxmi them.' 

On the question to agree to this, the yeaa and nays being 
required by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, 



New Hampshire, 




Cmntcticia, 






Mr. Sullivan, 


*yUv 


Mr. Huntington, 


•7 




Livermore, 


ayPy 


EUflworth, 


»y 


•7 


ItaasachuseUa, 




Sherman, 


ay 




Mr. Partridge, 


ZW 


Peitnayhania, 






Osgood, 


Mr. Montgomery, 


•7 




Ehode Uland, 




Clymer, 


ay 


ay 


iSr. Vamum, 


no)' 


T. Smith, 


ay 





'lliia resolutian was aim entered in the maniucript Secret (Domertic) Jounutl 
onder data of June 21. The report, in the writing of Jamea Lovell, ia in the Papat 
o/tht Contmmtai Congnu, No. 19, V, folio 261. 
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Detamrt, 






NarOt Oanilina, 


Mr. Bodney, 


•y) 




Mr.Shwpe, 


UcEean, 


ay. 


*y 


SmCkCaroHna, 


Ua^V«>d, 






Mr. Mattwim, 


Mr. Cmron, 


•yl 


div. 


Be«, 


Potts, 


no) 


Uotte, 


Vvgimn, 






Erdeigh, 


Mr.Jonee, 


•y 




ffeorjio. 


MwUaon, 


•7 


«y 


Mr. Walton, 


M. Smith, 


•y 




Few, 



ay)' 

»y 

ay 

»y 
»y 



•y 



»y 



So it was reeolved in the E^Snnative. 

A report of the Board of War, of the 17th, with an estimate 
of Bundries wanted for equippii^ Colonel Armand'a coips; 
and another report, of the 20th, wit^ a letter, of 19th, from 
S. Miles, deputy qxiartenoaster, were read: 

Wab Office June 17'^ 1781 
Snt, 

The great want of cavalry to the southward has induced the Board 
to apply to Congress for the amount of the enclosed estimates towards 
equipping Col** Armand'a corps, if these are procured it wilt be in the 
power of the Board to furnish every thing else egtenHally neeatary 
(except horfles) to enable them to take the field. There are at present 
but 25 horses bebnging to the corps, but there is a probability that 
the State of Yii^iuia will supply the deficient^, in order to prevent 
the horses which are proper for this service from falling into the hands 
of the Enemy,* 

Wab Offick, Jvaie gO. 1781 
Sib, 

The Board beg leave to inform Congress that only one fourth part 
of the estimate for transporting ammunition to the southward has 
been granted to Col. Miles as appears by his letter to the Board. Aa 
the furnishing ammunition to the army under the command of the 
Marquis la Fayette is of the greatest importance, the Board request 
that the farther sum of Four thousand three hundred and sixty ei^t 
dollars in bills of the new emission be advanced to Col. Miles imme- 
diately for the purpose of transporting ammunition to the army 
under the command of the Marquis la Fayette.* 

I 'mis teport is in the Papen o/Oc CottHwntal Congnu, No. 147, V, ftdio 3S0. 

* Tbk npeat u in the Paptn o/ lA« Contmtnlal Congnu, No. 147, V, lolio 381. 
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Ordered, That they be re-committed and that the Board 
confer with Mr. R. Morris to take order. 

The committee to whom was referred the petition of Cap- 
tain Ysnardy delivered in a report. 

The committee to whom waa re-committed the ordinance 
reported by the committee on Mr. [John] Mathews's motion, 
reported the draught of a new ordinance whidi was read a 
first time: 

Ordered, That it be read a second time. 

The ordinance being read a second time, and debated by 



Ordered, That it be read a third time to Morrow. 

Wjls Office, Jwne 17. 1781 
Snt, 

The board have been honored with a reference of a letter from John 
David Weaver. He is a dischai^ed Hospital Mate, and has pay due 
h im from the Department. His case a comprehended in the report 
we had the honor to lay before Congress with res[»ect to the pay and 
depreciatioa due the Staff Officers. But as Congress were pleased 
to adopt that report no farther than to take in the cases of all now 
la service, we are at a loss to know what can be done for Mi Weaver 
under present circumstances.^ 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 



THURSDAY. JUNE ai. 1781 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Wak Officjb, June. 8. 1781 

W Rogers was appointed a Brigade Chaplain to the third Pennsyl- 
vania brigade, which does not now exist, as the line of the State is 
formed into two brigades only. But by the reeolve of the 8!* ulti, 
he cannot be considered aa out of the army unless he is certiSed to be 
a retiring chaplain by the Commander of the Southern Army. He 

' This raport is in the Papen of At CmOmtnial Congrm, No. 147, V, folio 385. It 
wu read on this dfty, aa tbe indonement ahowa. It ia furUier indoned: "August 
234, 1781, not to bo acted upon." 
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has olaveD months pay due to him and before any wairant can be 
granted it will be necessary for Congress to direct 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general for three months' pay, in favour of the 
rev^ Mr. William Rogers, as brigade chaplain.' 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbbasubt Offiob June £1. 1781 

Whereas the Act of Congress of the 12 inst, directs, "that depre- 
ciation of Pay and subsistence be settled in behalf of tiie Officers and 
men of Col. Armand's L^on in the same manner and on the same 
principles as is provided for Col. Hazen's B^iment: The Board beg 
leave to represent that the officers for themselves and their men who 
formerly served in Count Pulaski's Legion, but now in Col. Armand's 
Le^on, claim the B^iefit of the Act afsf not only since they have been 
partof Col. Armand's Corps; but for the time they served in Pulaski's 
Le^n, whereupon the following resolution is submitted 

Resolved, That the depreciation for pay and subsistance 
directed to be settled by the act of the 12th instant in favor of 
the officers and men of Colonel Armand's le^on, be extended 
to the time those officers and men served in Count Pulaski's 
l^on, who are now in Colonel Armand's.' 

Tbbasubt Opfiob Jvme IS^ 1781 

The Board of Treasury have examined the Account ezhibitted by 
the State of Connecticut for the Schooner Spy, Robert Kiles matf 
and also considered the Report of the Commissioners of Accounts 
and that of the Auditor General passing the same for 1863 dollars and 
46/90 and i specie value. The Board difiFering in Opinion from the 
Commissioners and Auditors afs*' submit the following state of Facte 
with the papers relative thereto. 

Robert Niles afs^ charges the wages of hia men up to the 25^ of 
Ded 1778 — whereas it appears by this Letter to hia Excellency 
Gov' Tnunbull, that he was captured on the 29 of August preceeding 
and no account of any of his mem having returned to demand their 
Wages, nor any Proof that the State has actually made the Payment 
charged. 

' THaa report is in tho Paptn oftht ConHnmiai Oongnu, No. 147, V, folio 287. 

> Thia n|>ort i« in tb« Papm (yTtJ^ (Smlwunbtl CbfVTMt, No. ISe, V, folio 389. 
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Captnin Kilea Charge of 308 dollars and |J Specie for his Expencea 
while in Europe ia also exceptiooable having no VoucherB to support 
it nor are there any Vouchera to support his Charge of £180 Lawful 
Money for his Ezpencee from Nanhicket to his Place of Kesidence, 
except his Affidavit made at Lebanon in Connecticut the first of Sept 
1779. By a Letter from the Honorable Mr Lovell to the Conuni»- 
sioners of Accoimts it appears there were Expencee Paid in France 
on Cap^ Nilee Vessel — this may be the whole or part of the moniee he 
credita in hia Accounts sud to have been received from the Commis- 
sioners at Bourdeaux, Calais and Paris in November and Decembw 
1778 aDdJan'7 177gbut as these Dates are loi^ after hia Suling from 
France in the Schooner Spy, the Board are induced to believe that 
the money (^edited as afe<* is what he acknowledges to have recuved 
in his Letter ahfi to Qovt Trumbull and not what has been advanced 
on his Vessel. 

It doth also appear to the Board, that the accoimt K" 1 for the 
Outfit of the Schooner afef and her Stores are very exceptionable 
Charges amounting to £474:7:6: and that no part thereof ought to 
be allowed, except the Provisions and Stores for the voyage — a very 
principal Part of this account is for Wages to Labourers and Trades- 
men and for Matterials for fitting the afe" shooner for her voyage 
on all which outfit, the Captfun afsf Charges a Commission of five 
per cent altho in pubUck Elmploy and on Wagee; after which 
fitting it Clearly appears her Valuation took place, the letter from 
QoT^ Trumbull of the 29*'> of August 1779 to Mm'- Perkins and 
McBreed clearly shew that her Appraisement was after ahe was fitted, 
his words, are, "as she was worth at the Time of her sailing for 
France." The Certificate of Appraisement also expresses, that her 
Value was ascertained "at the Time of her suling for France" and 
it doth also appear, that sundry of the articles chained in the account 
afs** K** 1 are actually in the Inventory and afterwarda appraised — 
wherefore this Board conceive, tiiat Captain Nilee has chatted the 
Public in the first Instance with all the repurs and outfit of the afs^ 
Schooner, and then has her valued to the PubUc as she was ready for 
Sea by which management two Payments are made for the same 
thing. Whereupon the Board submit tiie following Seeolution: 

Ordered, That the accounts of the schooner Spy, Robert 
Niles, be referred to the commissioners of accoimte at Hart^ 
ford in Connecticut, for settlement, accompanied with the 
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report of the Board of TreaBury and other reports made 
thereon.' 

Ordered, That a report of the Board of Treasuiy for an 
advance of money to the postmaster general, together with a 
letter, of this day, from R. Bache, postmaster ^neral, be 
referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, [Mr. James Mitchell] 
Vamum and Mr. [Thonias] Bee. 

The report of the committee, llconsisting of Mr. Atlee, Mr. 
Vamimt, Bb*. Bee,|l on the petition of Captain Ysnardy was 
taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom the petition of Capt&in Don Miguel 
Lorenzo TBoardy was Referred, 

Repent, 

Th&t having considered the aoid petition and examined Capt. 
Ysnardy they find the several facts there in to be as stated by him, 
and therefoie recommend 

Resolved, That Captain Ysnardy be allowed the value of 
the several articles made use of in the defence of Charlestown, 
for which he has produced vouch^^, and that they be referred 
to the Board of Treasuiy to ascertain the value and take 
orders thereon: 

That Captain Ysnardy and the crew of his ship who were 
employed durii^ fbe siege in one of the bastions, be allowed 
the same pay and subsistance as is allowed to ffijtitia artil- 
lerists while on duty; and that the paymaster general be 
directed to settle and pay the same: and that the remaining 
part of the petition, respecting loan office certificates, be 
referred to the Board of Treasury to take order." 

On motion of Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, seconded by ISr. 
[Roger] Sherman, 

* This report u in the Papat o/tht Continental Congnu, No. 136, V, b^o SSI. 
' This leport, in the writing of SamuelJohn Atlee, ia in the PajMrac/tAiCbntinmtal 
Congrm, No. 19, VI, folio 606. 
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Reeved, That a vice consul be appointed to reside in 
France, who shall exercise all the powers, and perform the 
services required of William Palfrey, during his absence from 
that kingdom, or during the pleasure of Coi^ress; and be 
allowed a salaiy of one thousaiid dollars per annum, in lieu 
of all commissions for business done on account of the United 
States of America: 

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for electing a 
vice consul.' 

On motion of the delegates of Vii^ia, 

Resolved, That the commissary general of purchases be 

authorised to exchange with Nicholson, agrait for the 

State of Vir^nia, now in Philadelphia, so much of the flour 
within the states of Pensylvania, Delaware, or Maryland, 
belonging to the United States, as Mr. K. Morris, with the 
advice and concurrence of the Commander in Giief, shall 
approve, for a like quantity to be delivered in the State of 
Vii^linia, by the aforesaid agent. 

A TCpOTt from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab OmcE. June. SI. 1781 
Sib, 

M^ Edwftrd Branfaam a Conductor of Military Stores to the main 
army is on his vay to Viifpuiia with a considerable Bupply of arms and 
accoutrements from Head Quarters, but cannot proceed from hence 
unless assisted with a sum of money for his unavoidable expenses upon 
the road. The Board oonceiTing it of the highest importance ^at 
the Arms and Stores should be immediately sent forwE^ for the use 
of the militia of that State 

Beg leave to report 

Orders, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of Mr. Edward Branham a con- 
ductor of military stores to the main army for three hundred 

■ He reaolutum sod order relating to the vic»«OBBul wen also entered In the maim> 
•nipt Becrrt Jounua, Ftsogn Afbiis. 
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dollars in bills of the new emissions on account of his pay, 
for which he is to be accountable.' 

The ordinance reported was read a third time, and on the 
question, shall this ordinance pass, six states only being in 
tjie affirmative, the ordinance was thrown out. 

Adjotumed to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 33, 1781 

A letter, of 10 February, from William Lee; 

One, of March 5, from Mr. Dumas ; 

One of 24, one of 28 and one of 31 March, also one of 2 and 
one of 4 April, from the hon"* F. Dana, were read: 

Ordered, That the letters from Mr. Dana be referred to tiie 
committee on the memorial from the minister of France.' 

A letter, of 21, from Mr. R. Morris, was read: ' 

Two letters, of 22, from Mr. R. Morris, were read: * 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [George] Clymer, Mr. [John] Sullivan, 
Mr. [John] Mathews. 

Another letter, of 21, from Mr. R. Morris, was read ; Where- 
upon,' 

Resolved, That Mr. R. Morris be, and he is hereby empow- 
ered and directed to take order for discharging the debt due 
from the United States to the Pensylvwiia bank, and that 
the bills of exchange drawn on the ministers of these United 
States at the Courts of Madrid and The Hague, imd lodged 

I This report is in the Papen of the Gmtinmtal Cangrtn, No. 147, V, folio 401. 

■ IIIUs order is als> entered in the m&nuacript Secret Journal, Fordgn ABua. 
The letter from ^lliua Lee is printed in the Diplomatic Comtpmdenee of Ou 

Awurvan Rtvolvtvtn (Wharton) IV, 253: the one from Dunuu, on page 273; DfUia's, 
of Haroh24, onpeige326i March 28, on pige 333; March 31, on page 344; April 2and 
April 4, on page 349. 

■ This letter ifl in the Papv* t^ At ConHnenial Congren, No. 137, 1, (olio 39. 

* These letters are in the Papert of tA« Continental Ctmgroi, No. 137, I, foHos 47 
ftndei. 

* This latter is in the Papert of Hu Confyttntal Coagren, No. 137, 1, folio 43. 
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with the Pensylvania bank, be put under the direction of the 
said Robert Morris, to be by ^im disposed of in such manner 
as he shall think proper, for the use and benefit of the United 
States of Ammca. 

A report from the Board of Treasuiy was read; Where- 
upon, 

Teeasubt Offiob June SS^ 1781 

The Board of Treasuiy beg leave to Report, 

That they have it not in their power to comply witli the reference 
from Congress on the 18th. inst. of the Report of the Conunittee of 
Congress for an "advance of sixteen hundred and ninety three specie 
dollars or bills of exchange to Col. Moses Hazen, in part of the balance 
due to him from the V. States" because tiiere ia no specie in the 
Treasuiy: and the reudue of the bills of Exchange drawn on the 
Ministers in Europe was disposed of by the order of Congress of the 
20^ instant. 

The Board further report, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. I[saac] Motte, one 
of the delegates for the State of South Carolina, a warrant 
issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental loan 
office for the State of Pensylvania for one thousuid dollars of 
the new emission, for which the State of South Carolina is 
to be accountable; and 

That on the application of tSx. [William] Few, one of the 
delegates for the State of Georgia, a warrant issue in his 
favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner aforesaid, for ei^t 
hundred dollars of the new emission, for which the State of 
Georgia Ib to be accountable; ' 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner aforesaid, in favour of Colonel M. Hazen, for four 
thousand dollars of bills of the new emission in part of the 
balance due to him, for which he is to be accountable. This 
to be paid in preference of all other warrants not specially 
directed. 

>11iiBniK>rtuinthePoper«(i^tJ^ ConUnerUal Congreu, No. 136, V, folio 391. 
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On motioa of Mr. [John] Mathews: 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to prepare 
the draught of an ordinance touching captures by land: 

The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Oliver] EUsworth, 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum. 

The committee of the week reported; Whereupon, 

The Committee of the Week report, 

That the memorial of G. Qlentworth, W? Smith aod James Fallon, 
supemumeraiy eenioT phjaiciana and sui^eons of the general hospital 
for themBelves and in behalf of other supernumeraries praying " That 
Congreaa will please to grant tiiem, in common with supernumerary 
judges advocate, regimental su^eons and chaplains, their depre- 
dation and half pay" ought to be referred to a special Committee. 

That the petition of Joseph Hardy captun of marines in the 
American Navy, and late Captain of marines in the confederacy and 
now a prisoner praying, "That his amotmts of pay &f may be liqui- 
dated, and the baUance due him paid into the hands of his fatKer 
iif W? Hardy" oug^t with his accounts there with sent, to be referred 
to the Tren s Biy -^Sewa Board of Admiralty. 

That a letter from Ferd^ I. S. de Brahm and hia account therewith 
sent ought to be referred to the Treasury Office.* 

Ordered, That a petition of Joseph Hardy, captain of 
marines, be referred to the Board of Admiralty; 

That a letter from Fred. I. S. de Brahm be referred to 
the treasury office." 

The committee, ||consisting of Mr. T. Smith, Mr. Motte, 
Mr. McKean, Mr. Sherman, || appointed to ascertain the allow- 
ance to be made for burning the bills of crecUt of the old 
emissions, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the g entlwa e n commissioners appointed to 
examine and bum the bills of credit of the old emissionB, be 
allowed for that service, each the sum of t wen t y shillin gB 
' two dollars and two tki f d e of a doling specie, for 



' This report, m the writing of Thomaa Rodney, is in tbe Paptn qf the Oontintntat 
Congren, No. 32, folio 177. 

* This letter ia in the Papvt of ^ (Continental Congrtn, No. 78, IT, folio 179. The 
memorial of Glentworth, Smith and Fallon, dated Jume, 1761, ia in No. 42, VII, folio W. 
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erory day they shall be respectively employed therein; and 
that the said commissioners report weekly to the Board of 
Treamiry, the number and amount of the bills by them ex- 
amined and burned.' 

A letter, of 22, from Mr. Morris, was read.*^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on his two 
former letters of the same date. 

A report from the Board of War, of May 9th, and one of 
this day, were read: 

Wab Office Jum. SS. 1781 
Sm, 

The Board hare the honor to enclose to Congress, an estimate from 
the Deputy Quarter Master of Pennsylvania amounting to nine 
htmdred and forty nine pounds specie for the purchase of four wagons, 
and a suitable number of hoisee, for his Excellency Governor Rut- 
ledge; the Board beg leave to observe, that it is not in the power of 
Col. Miles to furnish these Teams from his department, but if money 
is procured, they can be immediately obtained and the doathing sent 
forward without delay.* 

Ordered, That they be re-committed to the Board of War 
to confer with Mr. R. Morris to take order. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Wab Office June 21, 1781 

SiK 

The Board have been honored with a reference of the letter from 
Baron D'Uhtrick rehitive to payment of the balance due him. As 
there are bo many persons under his predicament, a compliance with 
his requeet, and the refusal to others (which the public necessities 
must render necessaiy) will introduce endless applications, disap- 
pointm^its, and consequent jealousies, we therefore beg leave to 

[Resolved, That the Beron D'Uhtrick be informed that 
for the present it is inexpedient to comply with his request 

TUf raport, in tho mitiiig of TliomaB UcEeon, is in the Papen qftJu ConUnmtal 
%grett. No. 26, folio 296. 

Thia letter ia in the Papen q^ Hit Contintntid Congrtu, No. 137, 1, folio 66. 
TloBivptxtia in the Papeniif tie CnufaimJoi Ooivnn, No. 147, V, folio 406. 
soaaa*— VOL 20—12 17 
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for payment of the balance due him on settlement of his 
accounts.'] 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 1781 

The committee, || consisting of Mr. Clymer, Mr. SuUivan, 
Mr. Matthews, II to whom were referred the letters from Mr. 
R. Morris, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

The Committee on two of M' Morria's letters of the 32 Jmie 
Report, 

That having conddered the same and concurring with in opinion 
as to the expediency of finiahing and equipping for sea the 74 gun ship 
now building at Portsmouth in New Hampshire, and also of putting 
her in commission, they propose the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That Robert Morris, esq. be, and he is hereby, 
authorised and directed to take measure for the speedily 
launching and equipping for sea the ship America, now on 
the stocks at Portsmouth, in New Hampshire: 

That the Board of Admiralty be, and tb^ are hereby 
directed to assign Mr. R. Morris the jHwiuee of the share of 
the United States in the prizes taken by Captain Barry, to 
enable Mr. Morris to carry into execution the preceding 
resolution: 

That Congress immediat ely proceed on Tuesday next to 
the appointment of a commander of the said ship America' 

[Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday.] 

MONDAY. JUNE 35, 1781 

A letter, of April 3, from R. Harrison at Cadiz by the 
Ghucester packet was read, with invoice and bill of lading 
for 31 bales and 14 casks merchandise for account of the 
United States: 

■This retort is in the PajNn<if(A«Cbnf{nmf(it Cbnjrmt, No. 147, V, toUo 309. 
The pangraph in bi&ckete ia entered in the Joomal Ity Gecage Bond. 
1 This report, in the writing ot G«oige Clymei, ia in iba Paper* qftht ConlintKtat 
Coni/n*»i No. 28, folio 14&. 
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Returned to the Committee of Gommax^. 

A lettOT, of March 4, from Mr. W. Carmichael; 

One of January 3, and one of February 5, from Mr. Dumas; 

One, of 11 Muvh, from hon''' J. Laurens;' 

Two, of 28 March, from Jon? ^TiUiams; and 

One, of 12 May, from S. Parsons at Martineque, were read. 

A letter, of 16, and one, of 21, from General Washington; 

One, of 18, from Major General Marquis de la Fayette, 
were read." 

The committee of the week were elected: 

Mr. M[eriwether] Smith, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. 
[Thomas] Bee. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbbabukt Of87ob June j85? 1781 

Whereas it appears by a letter to the Auditor General dated the 
14*^ iBBtant from Jonathan Trumbull Junt Commissioner appointed 
by Congress to settle the Acc^ in the Depart^ of the late Comm'? Oen! 
of PurchaseB Joseph Trumbull, deceased, that he has at the request 
of hJ8 Excel"? Gen! Washington gone into his Family as hia Secretary 
whneby a further prosecution of the settlement of the said AccD 
is impeded; and it being necessaiy that the AccT of the said Departt 
should be settled as speedily as possible, the following resolution is 
submitted — 

Readloed, That be and is hereby appointed 

a Commissioner in the room of Jonathan Trumbull J^ to prosecute in 
the settlement of the Acclt of the Di purchasing and issuing Com- 
missaries under the late Commissaiy Gen! Joseph Trumbull Dec? and 
in all other respects to perform the duties assigned to the said Jona- 
than Trumbull by the Act of Congress of the 5* of May 1779. 

The Board furthOT report, 

1 This letter ia in the Paper* of ihe Cantinentai Ctmgreu, No. 106, folio 53. Oar- 
miduel'a lett«T, of Hatch 4, is pTin(«d In the IHptomalic CorrMpondetue oftiu Awur^ 
tan RtwbUion (Wharton), IV, 272; Damaa'B, of February 6, on page 2D0; and 
tAurens'B, of March 11, on page 278. 

■ Waahington'a letter of 16*^ ia in the Papen of (ha ConHnenttd Ctmgrm, No. IfiS, X, 
folio 139; that a 21" on foUo 143. Lafayetto'a letter ia in No. 1£6, folio 149. 
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Ordered, That a warrant issue on Nicholas Gilman, com- 
miasiouer of the loan office for the State of New Hampshire, 
in favour of Colonel M. Hazen, for three thousand dollars of 
the new emisraon, in part of the balance due to him, and for 
which he is to be accountable.' 

According to the (uiler of the day, an cnidinance for estab- 
lishing a court of appeals in cases of capture, was on the second 
reading debated by paragraphs: and on a question to agree 
" that the judges of the said court shall hold their commis- 
sions during good behaviour;" the yeas and najrs being 
required by Mr. T[homa8] Smith, 



NevD E<anpahire, 






Mmylmd, 






Mr. SulliTan, 


no 




Mr.CrroU, 


ay 




Ljvsrciorfi, 


no 


no 


Fotts, 


«y 


»y 


Matsaekusetts, 






TirgMa, 






Mr. Lor«U, 


no 




Mi. Jonee, 


■y 




Partridge, 


ay 


no 


Madjaon, 


no 




Osgood, 


no 




Bland, 


ay 


*y 


ConnecUeut, 






M. Smith, 


ay 




Mr. Huntington, 


no 










Ellsworth, 


no 


no 


Mr. Sharpe, 


ay 




Sherman, 


no 




Jolmston, 


«y 


ay 


New Jeraey, 






Souft dirdino. 






Mr. Withenpoon 


no 




Mr. Mathews, 


ay 




Houston, 


no 


no 


Bee, 


ay 


ay 


P^n^Imm., 






Eyeleigh, 


ay 




Mr. Montgomery, 


ay 




aeorgvii 






aymer, 


ay 


»y 


Mr. Walton, 


ay 




T. Smith, 


ay 




Few, 


ay 


ay 


DOtaoiin, 












Mr.McEeso, 


ay 


* 









So the question was lost. 
After debate: 

> This report is in the Papvt o/tht QmtmaUal OoTtgrtMt, No. 136, V, folio 395. The 
put routing to the accoimta of JrauQun Trumbull wu pcs^xHied, u the indone- 
mentehowB. 
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Ordered, That the farther conmderation thereof be post- 
poned. 

A motion was made by the del^ates for the State of Pen- 
sylvania: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The committee to whom was referred a letter, of 22, firom 
Mr. R. Morris, delivered in a report. 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JUNE 36, 1781 

The Board of Admiralty laid before Ctongress a letter, of 
the 6th, from Captain J. Bany of the Alliance, which was 
read: 

Ordered, That it, together with the letter, of 11th March, 
from the hon*^ John Laurens, be referred to the Committee 
of Intelligence. 

A letter, of this day, from J. L. Clarkson, was read; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That John L. Clarkson be allowed, in addition to 
his salary as clerk to the Board of Treasury, a sum at the 
rate of two hundred and fifty dollars per anniun, for extra 
services in executing i^e duties of secretary of that Board. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

The Committee of the week report as follows, viz. 

Upon die petition of Robert Lamb commiasary of hides, 

Beeolved That it do lie upon the table to be taken up with the 
report of the Board of War, upon the subject of depredation. 

Ordered, That a memorial of Doctor D. Jackson be referred 
to the Board of Treasiuy ; 

That so much of the petition of John Gooch as relates to 
pay, rations and cloathing be referred to the Board of War; ^ 

> ClarkKHi'B letter la in the Paptn of &e ContmttUal Congrtti, No. 7S, VI, folio 41; 
JkckKm'* memorial, dkted Jane2G, 1781, is in No. 41, IV, foUo 414; Ooocb's peti- 
tion is in No. 42, III, folio 232. 
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That a petition of James Winthrop and William Winthrop 
be referred to the del^ates for the State of Massachusetts; ' 

That the accoimt of the owners of the schooner Hawk for 
freight be referred to the Committee of Conmierce; 

That the memorial of James McGee and others be referred 
to the Board of War to take order; 

The Petition of Benj? Wheeler assistant conuuissaiy of hides. 

Beaoloed, That it do lie upon tiie table to be taken up with the Report 
of the Board of War, upon the subject of Depreciation. 

That the petition of Benjamin Wheeler lie on the table;' 
The memorial of William Trent in behalf of himself and others, 
j faariwa rf) Ttat it bo Fofoppod to the - drii^ a too from bho S tabo of JJew 

That a memorial of William Trent in behalf of himself and 
otJiers be referred to the committee on the cesBions of western 
lands by the States of 'Virginia, New York and Connecticut.* 

A report from the Board of Treasuiy was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [John] Mathews, 
one of the delegates for the State of South Carolina, a warrant 
issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the 
continental loan of&ce for the State of Pensylvania, for one 
thousand dollars of the new emissions, for which the State of 
South Carolina is to be accountable: 

Ordered, That so much of the report as relates to Christian 
Wirts be referred to the del^ates of Pensylvania. 

A report from the Board of Wm was read; Whereupon, 

> Thla petidoD, dated Hkjr 15, 17S1, is in the Paptn of the Continental Ctmirat, 
No. 42, Till, (olio 229. 

■ UcQw'b memorU, dated June 24, 1781, ia in the Papen efOt Ooniinenial Conrrew, 
No. 41, VI, folio 237; Wfaeeler'e petition, dated May 24, 1781, is in No. 42, VIII, 
folio 233. 

■ This report, in the writing of Heriweder Smith, is in the Paper* o/ tJie Qmtmmtal 
Oongrm, No. 32, folio 179. 
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Wak OmoB June SS. 1781 
Sir, 

The inTalid regiment being pree«ngly required by his Excellency 
Uie Commander in Chief to march to West Point is principally 
detained for the want of the three months pay, for which warrants 
have been drawn a considerable time ago, but no money can be 
obtained from the Paymaster General as he is not supplied for iha 
purpose. 

There is a difficulty also arises with respect to a number of the men 
of this rf^iment belonging to the States of Delaware, Maryland and 
Virginia on account of theb having no settlement for depreciation. 
Perhaps as these men are particularly circumstanced, bdng unable to 
travel from peisonal disabilities, and besides the regiment would be 
much weakened by detaching the men of these States merely for the 
purpose of obtaining a setUement, it may be iax>pOT for Congress to 
resolve 

Resolved, That it be recommeaded to the States of Dela- 
ware, Maryland, and Vii^gmia, to settle with the officers and 
men of the invalid re^ment, who are citizens of those states, 
on certificates from the commanding officer of the re^ment, 
without requiring their personal attendance on the auditors 
or persons appointed by the said states respectively, to 
liquidate their accounts for d^reciation.' 

Another report from the Board of War was read, respecting 
Robert Elliot: 

Wab Offioe, June 26, 1781. 
Sm. 

The Board have been frequently applied to by M^ Robert Elliot, 
^o claims to be a Lieutenant in the service of the United States 
by Appointment of Oliver Pollock Eeqf at New Orleans, for hia Pay 
while serving under Capt James 'Willii^ and at Fort Pitt. Not being 
acquainted with any orders to Mi Pollock for making Appointments 
of Officers or with any thing relating to the service of Officers bo 
appointed farther than is shown by the Certificates of those officers 
to one another, we trouble Congress with the matter, that they may 
be pleased to take such order therein as to them shall seem proper.* 

* lliia report n in the Paptn of the Ccmtinentai Gmffrett, No. 147, V, folios 413 
aDd417. 

* Tbia leport u in the Papert c^ Q» Qmttrwntal Qongrtn, No. 19, n, folio 219. 
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Ordered, That it be re-committed and that the Board 
report a state of facts. 

The report of the committee, HconsiBting of Mr. Clymer, 
Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Mathews, || on the letter from Mr. Morris, 
waa read ; Whereupon, 

The Conmiittee upon M' Morris's Quid letter of the 22 June 
Report, 

That they perfecUy agree with M^ Uorris in the expedience of 
a ppoin fc in g investing some person with a public character to reside at 
the Havannah for the purposes mentioned in his said letter — they 
therefore offer the following resolution 

Resolved, That an agent bo immod iafe^ for the United 
States of America be appointed to reside at the city of 
Havaona: thofo to joproaont - the s o gni t od S tateaj fee man 
Q^ tho ooooflional - eon e omo of Go H groBO}t «' ftoawt tho 
Amorioon tHwioPB - with bis -a dvieo - and to Bolioit tboij 
affaiF B with tho S pani s h go¥OfpmoB frr' 

Ordered, That to Morrow be assigned for electing the said 
agent; and that the committee who brought in this report 
prepare the draught of a commission and instruction for the 
said agent.* 

Congress proceeded to the ^pointment of a capt^ to 
command the ship America: and, the ballots being taken, 
Cnptoin John P. Jones, esq. was unanimously elected. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a vice consul, con- 
formable to the resolution of 21 of this month; uid, the 
ballots being taken, Thomas Barclay was elected, having 
been previously nominated by Mr. [George] Clymer. 

The committee to whom were referred the letters from the 
hon**" F. Dana deli\^red in a report: Whereupon, 

' This report, in the writing of George Clymer, is in tlie Papvi of iht OmMnmtoI 
CVmipVU, No. 19, IV, folio 319. 

* This order uid the paragraph on the Dlection of a vice-consul were lUso entered in 
the maniucript Secret Journal, Foreign Afiairs. 
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The Committee to whom was referred the letters of Mr. Dana and 
the motion of Mr. Mathews report the following resolutions: 

Revived, That Mr. F. Dana, until be can proceed to 
the Court of Petersburg, either in a public or private 
character, without risking the interest or dignity of the 
United States, be and be is hereby appointed secretary 
to the ministers plenipotentiary of these United States 
for n^otiating a peace with Great BritEiin, with the 
salary allowed to him by the act of the 4 October, 
1779. That m case Mr. Dana shall have proceeded, or 
shall hereafter proceed to Petersburg, or to any part 
of the dominions of the Empress of Russia, the ministers 
appointed by the act of Congress of the 15 June, 1781, 
or a majority of such of them as shall assemble, be and 
they are hereby authorised to appoint a secretary to 
tHmfloot ^w ba»nooa of thoir nogotiotiona their com- 
mission, and that he be nBowod entitled to receive, in 
proportion to hia time of service, the salary of one thou- 
sand pounds sterling per anntmi allowed to Mr. Dana. 

That the President furnish Mr. Dana with lettoia of 
credit on the minister of these United States at the 
Court of Versailles for the amount of his salazy while 
he acta as secretary to the ministers plenipotentiary of 
the United States for n^otiating a p^e, or during 
the time he shall be in a private character in Russia. 

That the Pre«dent furnish Mr. Dana with letters of 
credit on the minister of these United States at the 
Court of Versailles, for me^ a sum do Mj. Dana s hoU 
feink reooonnble sufficient to enable him to engage a 
private secretary, or clerk, when he shall asstmie his 
public character of nunister plenipotentiary to the Coiuii 
of Petersburg.* 

■ Thia neolutioii wm entered only m the muiUKript Secret Jotunal, Foreign Afhin, 
and Id ttie Men Secret IoutdaI. llie report, undated, in the writing of Daniel Carroll, 
ia in the Papm of the Cmtmcntol Cmfreu, No. 31, lolio 299. 
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Oniered, That the several r^mrts on the case of Baron 
d'Arendt be referred to the last committee on that subject. 

On motion of Mr. [^^lliam Churchill] Houston, seconded 
by Mr. [William] Sha^, 

Resolved, That the Board of Admiralty inform John Barry, 
esq. commander of the frigate Alliance, that Congress 
approve his conduct in releasing the ship belonging to sub- 
jects of the republic of Venice, re-taken by him from a 
British privateer on the 4th of March last, it being their 
determination always to pay the utsnoBt respect to the rights 
of neutral conunerce. 

A report from the Board of War was read, with an estimate 
of money wanted for purchasing a quantity of hay and com 
for the poet at Philadelphia: 

Wab Office June £6^ 1781 
Sm, 

The Board have the honour to enclose Congrees an eetimate from 
the Deputy Quarter Master of PennBylvania for eleven thousand five 
hundred pounds specie for the purpose of purchamng a quantity of 
Hay and Corn for the post of Philadelphia. 

The Board beg leave to observe that the Magazines of forage at 
this place are nearly exhausted, and the department must inevitably 
suffer, if the necessaiy supplies of Hay and Com are not provided > 

Ordered, That it be transmitted to the quartermaster 
general to report thereon. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE vj, 1781. 

A report of the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general, in favour of the rev^ Mr. Jones, chaplain 
to the 2d Fen^lvania brigade, for three hundred doling in 
bills of the new emissions, equal to three months' pay and 
subrastance, for which sum he is to be accountable:" 

> Thie iep<at is m the Papart ojlht Cominenlal Congrtu, No. 147, V, folio 421. 
* Thifl report ie in the Pa^en of the Qmtinenua Oongrttt, No. 147, V, folio 433. 
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That the Board of War take order for the payment of 
Lieutenant Colonel Nevil's passage from Charleatown to Phila- 
delphia, in the same manner as has been allowed to officers 
under like circimistances.' 

Another report from the Board of War was read, enclosing 
a copy of a letter, of 21, &om the Commander in Chief: . 

Ordered, That the same, tc^ther with reptnii of the Board 
on the parts of a ration, be referred to the superintendant of 



The delegates of Pensylvania, to whom was referred the 
report of the Board of Treasuiy on the cltum of Christian 
Wlrte, who mider an appointment of the council of Pensyl- 
vania of town major of Lancast^, acted occasionally under 
the Board of War in taking charge of prisoners, public stores, 
&c. made report; Whereupon, 

The Del^^tea of PennsjlTania to whom was referred the report 
of the Board of Treasury on the clum of Christian Wertz who under 
an appointment of the Council of FennsylTania of Town Major of 
Lancaster acted occasionaUj under the Boud of War in taking 
chai^ of Prisoners, Pubhc Stores, &c. for which be claims the pay 
and rations of a Major in the Army; B^ leave to Report that they 
cannot take upon them to ascertain what compensation should be 
made to M^ Wertz for the same services not being sufficiently informed 
what part of his time was taken up in performing the same but from 
the information they have recdved, they are of opinion he is not 
entitled to the full pay which he clums. They are therefore of 
opinion that the Board of Treasury request the Honorable William 
Augustus Atlee Esq. Mathias Slough and Adam Reigert Esquires to 
ascertun what compensation the said C. Wertz ought to receive for 
the servicee he has performed in the premises for the United States 
from the Day of to ^ 6*^ instant and certify the same to that 
Board.* 

Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury be 
re-committed, and that the Board of Treasury request the 

■ lUa report is io tbe Paptrt of the CorUmmta} Cmnmt, No. 147, V, folio 429. 

■ This repot, in the writing of Jamee Mitchell Vvnum, is in the Papen 0/ lie Con- 
iJMntai Cmgn-. No. 19, VI, foUo 579. 
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honourable William Atlee, esq. Mathiae Slough and Adam 
Bigart, esqis. to ascertain what compensation the said C. 
Wirts ought to receive for the services performed in the 
premises for the United States. 

The delegates for the State of Maasachusetts laid before 
Congress a letter, of 24 May, from a committee of the l^s- 
lature of that State, which was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five: 

The members, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, Mr. [George] Clymer, 
Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, Mr. [^^lliam Churchill] Houston, Mr. 
[Joseph] Jones. 

Ordered, Hiat the report of the Bofutl of War on an allow- 
ance for depreciation to the staff, together with the several 
letters and applications which depend on the determination 
of that report, be referred to a committee of three: 

At a Boabd of Was May SO. 1781 

Preeent M' Peters, Co!" Grayson 

The Board have the honor to lay before Congress two different 
reports on the subject of depreciation not knowing the extent to 
which Congress will deem it proper to make provision the Board have 
thought it advisable to report two different plans the one is on a laige 
the other on a contracted scale. 



■ff aa of w tfrf, ■ Th a t the - lino - of - the ■» Ttny --a nd -t b e- indcpoDden t- ewpa 
thoHiof ft n d» H - BfovQt - OD d.e fe e r Offiee w- n et attee bod to i my p a rta et i - 
l a r - OMMnnndo and a ll oth e F powono of whatDO0¥er dc a oription on Hba 
ei¥il -a p^nili ta iy - Ht a ff -^ f - tfwwny| -« f - tt et ing^indorthe 'Ba mo"wh e-ha¥e 
boon -< »g a god - in"tbo ' Oonfo>ental nofvieo - Mn e o the eonanoDoom ^tfr^ 
the ■ ppo B cmt wof s h a ll - bo ■ ontitlod to h a ve tho - d ^f ooiation - of thd f 
eii g inftl p a y made up to tb e aa - by-tho dototoI S t a toa to whieh thoy 
be l ong -a gfoe a blo - to - tho ■s o a lo a of ■ dop f cwotion o flte bliabo d- by -a ueh 

FC fl peetiyoly ■fl OFTod) - an y -f O B olve - to the eoDtT a Fy - notwitbataB di^^ 

Besolmed, That each State who shall advance more money in 

mt^ing good the depreciation to their own citizens than their proper 

proportion shall be allowed for the same on Continental account. 
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Resolved, That the Auditors of the army be directed to liquidate 
and settle the accounta of all persons entitled to depreciation and 
who are not included in the quota of any of the States and ascertain 
the balances due on the same in specie which sunta shall be p^d as 
soon as the State of the finances will admit, out of the pubfic Treasuiy 
of the United States. 

That it be recommended to the L^pslatures of the several States 
to make provision for their respective citizenB described in the fore- 
going resolutions, agreeable thereto. 

2" 

That all Officers of the Staff of the army of every description who 
are now in service and engaged for three years or during the war or 
who were in service and so engaged on the tenth day of April 1780 
sbaU be entitled to the depreciation of their pay, in like manner as ia 
directed for OfBcers of the line and independent corps by the reso- 
lution of the tenth day of April before mentioned or any other reso- 
lutions of Congress. 

That all such Staff Officers who belong to or are inhabitants of any 
particular State shall have their depreciation paid to them by that 
State in the same manner with the Officers of the line of the State. 

That all Officers of the military staff and all officers and soldiers of 
independent corps or artificers who are inhabitants of any particular 
State and who now are or were in service on the tenth day of April 
1780 and engaged for three years or during the war have their dejffe- 
datioQ settled and paid by the State to which they belong or of 
which they are or were inhabitants in the same munTiOT with Officers 
and Soldiers of the line. 

That all Officers and Soldiers of the army at latfie or of independent 
corps and artificers and all Staff Officers not beltmging to or bung 
inhabitants of any particular State who are now or were in service ' 
on the said tenth day of April 1780 shall have thdr accounts for . 
depreciation settled by the auditors of the army in which they now 
suve or shall have served and the sums due in specie on such settle- 
ment certified by the said Auditors shall be paid out of the Treasury 
of the United States whensoever the public finances will admit 
thereof. 

That the Officers and Soldiers of the line staff or artificers not 
belonging to any State shall produce to the Auditors previous to 
thur claiming settlemfflits, a certificate from the Adjutant Qeneral 
or deputy Adjutant Qeneral of the army in which they serve or shall 
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have served ascertaining their ranks, appointmeats, eoliatmenta and 
original pay and c«rtifying that they do not belong to and have not 
been counted to the quota of any particular State. 

That each State who shall advance more money in making good 
the depr8(»ation to their respective citizens than their proper pro- 
portion shall be allowed for the same on account of the United States. 

That it be recommended to the Legislatures of the several States 
to make provision for their respective citizens described in the fore- 
going resolutions agreeable thereto.' 

Hie members, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, Mr. 

[Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

The committee to whom were referred the cessions of the 
States of Vii^inia, New York and Connecticut, and also the 
memorials of the Illinois and Wabache Companies, and from 
William Trent and others, delivered in their report: 

The Committee to whom were referred the Cessions of the States of 
Virginia New York and Connecticut and also the memtmal of the 
llionois and Ouabache companies, and that from William Trent and 
others, beg leave to report, 

That they have attentively considered the several Acta of Cesaon, 
and from the conditions annexed to them and other circumstuices, 
are of opinion that it would be inexpedient for Congresa to accept 
of them as they stand at present. 

They therefore propose the following Resolutions 

That be appointed for Congress to take into consid- 

OTation the western limits beyond which tiiey will not extend their 
guarantee to the particular States and to ascertain what vacant 
Territory belongs to the United States in common for the general 
benefit. 

That so soon at <Au it done a Committee be appointed to prepare 
a Flan for dividing and settling the said Territory and for disposing 
of it in such manner as to discharge the Debts of the United States 
^contracted in the Prosecution of this War.* 

■ This repoTt in in the Papers of the ContiMntal Congrai, No. 147, V, folio 4117. 
According to the indonement, Meesn. [John] U&thcnra and [Nicholaa] Van Dyke 
weie added ta the committee on August 1. 

' ' Tliia report, in the writing of Jcdia Witherspoon, is in the Papers of the ConUneiUai 
Oongrtt, No. 30, folio 561. It is in the list of postponed repots in No. 31, folio 371. 
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Ordered, That t^e same be taken into consideration on 
Saturday next. 

Congress proceeded to the election of an agent to reside at 
Havanna; and, the ballots being taken, Mr. Robert Smith 
was elected. 

Resolved, That it be the duty of the agent appointed to 
reside at Havanna, to manage the occasional concerns of 
Congress, to assist the American traders with his advice, 
and to solicit their affairs with the Spamsh government, and 
to govern himself according to the orders he may, from time 
to time, receive from, the United States in Congress assembled, 
or their superintendant of finance.' 

A motion was made by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded 
by Sfr. [John] Sullivan, respectii^ a warrant in favour of 
Major Woodson : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

The delegates of South Carolina laid before Congress a 
letter, of this day, from Governor Rutledge, which was read 
fmd acted on.' 

On motion of the del^ates of South Carolina: 

Whereas, the Enemy being in poBsession of the several Sea Ports 
in the State of South Carolina, the Inhabitants are thereby deprived 
o{ the usual mode of procuring so necessary an article of life, as salt, 
which makes it advisable that some other mode should be adopted 
For furnishing the said Inhabitants with salt. And whereas by an 
radinance of Congress passed the 27 daj of March last all iDtercourse 
between these States and the dominions and possessions of the King 
of Great Britain are thereby prohibited, but from the peculiar hard- 
ships under which the said state of Sf Carolina has for some time 
past and does at present labour, it is reasonable that some particular 
indulgence should at this time be extended to the Inhabitants thereof. 
Therefore 

■ This reeolutiaii wm kIbo entered in the nutnuacript Bocrat Journal, Tteeign AfiaiB. 

*'Ttia Istttt ia in the Papvt cftlu Ctmtinmlal Congnu, No. 36, 1, folio 193. 
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Resolved, That the President be authoiised to fumiah 
Govemour Rutledge with four sets of permits or pass- 
ports for vessels to bring salt only into the State of 
South Carolina, or North Carolina, under the direction 
of the said Govemour Rutledge; 

Resolved, That the sfdd Govemour Rutledge engage 
for the return of the passports so furnished him to the 
President of Congress, after the ptuposea for which they 
are hereby granted shall have been fulfilled, so that no 
other use be thereafter made of the said papers; and 
that they be cancelled by the President of Congress when 
returned to him.* 
The Committee of the week teport as folloira. viz 
Upon tiie memorial of Donald Campbell, 

Resolved, That s? memorial together with the Report of the Board 
of Treasuiy upon the accounts of the fl? Donald Campbell be referred 
to a special Committee.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Gock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, JUNE aS, 1781 

A letter, of 27, &om the superintendant of finance was 
read:' 

Ordered, That his request be complied with. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a petition of Major T. Church be referred 
to the Board of Tr^sury.* 

> This mcFtioD, uiuUted, In th« writiiig of John Mathsws, ia in the Papat of the 
ConUnentat Qmgnu, No. 36, 1, folio 193. It wia entered only in the maniucript 
Secret (Domestic) Journal, and in Secret Journal, No. 8. 

' This repent, offered on thia day, in the writing d HeriweUier Smith, 1b in the 
Papvi 0/ tlte dmtinentai Congrtu, No. 32, folio 181. Campbell's memorial, dal«d 
Jima 25, ia in No. 41, II, folio 369. 

* Thia letter ia in the Papen of the CoTitinenlal Cfrngrae, No. 137, I, folio 67. 

* Thia petition, dat«d June 27, 1781, is in the Papere oj tke Cantinmtal Congrai, 
No. 12, II, foUo 102. 
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A report from the Board of War was read, eaclodng an 
estimate of money wanted by the deputy quartermaater, for 
sendmg to the mtun army a number of public horses: 

Ordered, That the same, together with the several estimates 
of the Board of War for the present campaign, be refrared to 
the superintendant of finance; and that he devise ways and 
means for funushing such of them, as, upon consultation 
with the Commander in Chief and Board of War, shall be 
deemed most essentially necessary: 

That the superintendant of finance be furnished with an 
account of the several requisitions of money, and supplies 
from the states, and that he take measures for calling upon 
them, and pressing a compliance with the said requisitions: 

That he order such sums of money into the hands of the 
quartermaster general, and the commissary of military 
stores, as, upon consultation as aforesaid, may be necessary 
for racecuting the duties required of them respectively: 

That the bills of exchange in the hands of the Board of 
War yet unsold, be delivered to the superintendant of finance. 

A motion having been made by Mr. M[eriwether] Smith 
respecting the Board of Admiralty and its dependencies : 

Whereas the present System for manogiTig the Navy of these United 
States is inefficient and expensive; 

Resolved, That the Admiralty Board, the several Navy Boards, the 
Continental Agents in the Marine Department, and all persona in 
authority under them be and they are herehy removed, and that from 
and after the passing of this Act, the Authorities, Powers, Privileges 
and Emoluments to them or any of them given by any former Act 
or Acts of Congress do cease, determine and be utterly void. 

Resolved, That the Superintendent of the Finances of these United 
States do appoint on the best Terms for which the same can be 
obtiuned some discreet Agent to manage the Navy of theee States 
under his order and Inspection until a Secretary of Marine be elected, 
or the further pleasure of Congress be made known. 
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Resolved, That the said Supermteadant be directed to cause the 
Accounts of all and singular tlie persons aforesaid to be settled and 
adjusted oa equitable Principles as soon as possible; That he appoint 
one or more proper accountants for that purpose; That he cause 
suits to be commenced against any Pason or Pereons who shall 
neglect or refuse to settle his or their said accounts, or to deliver 
over or pay any Stores or monies in his or their possession, belonging 
to these States, and that on the Adjustments, Deliveriee and Pay- 
ments aforesaid he give proper Releases and Acquittances.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. M[eriwether] Smith, Mr. [Roger] Sher- 
man, Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer. 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed, to devise 
the proper mode of trajisferring to the superintendant of 
finance, the businsBS of the several boards and departments 
to which the institution of his office extends, in order that 
the said boards and departments may be discontinued as 
soon as the situation of affairs will admit : 

That the said committee confer with the superintendant 
of finance on the object of their appointment r* 

The members, Mr. [William Chiu*chi]l] Houston, Mr. 
[Samuel] Osgood, Mr. T[homas] Smith. 

[The committee, Hconsisting of Mr. Houston, Mr. Sherman, 
Mr, Atlee,|| to whom was referred the letter from the Board 
of Admiralty, of the 12th inst. delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the reason given by James Wharton for 
neglecting to render his accounts, cannot be admitted: 

■ Tbia motion, dated June 26, 1781, in the writing of Meriwether Smith, is in tlie 
Papen of &t Continenlai Congrets, No. 28, folio 135. Another version of the second 
reaolutifSL i« in the writing of James If adieon and is on folio 137, u follows: 

"Ruotved, That the management and direction of the navy be, ontil a Secretory 
of Marine shall be appointed, committed to the Superintendent of Finance, and that 
he be authorized to appoint such temporary agents as may be neceasazy to execute the 
buBineesof that Department." 

' This motion, undated, in the writing of William Cbutchill Hooston, is in the 
Papen of Ott Continental Congrett, No. 36, 1, folio S03. 
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That the Board of Admiralty take measures to compel a 
settlement of those accounts without further delay.] ' 

Tebabukt OincB June S8^ 1781 

The Board of Treasury b^ leave to report, 

That they have considered the Memorial of David Jackson late 
Surgeon of the general hospital under the new arrangement, and 
Senior Physician and Surgeon under the arrangement of 1777 referred 
to them by Congress the 26!^ inst and are of opinion it is more proper 
for the Board of War to decide on the subject of the said Memorial 
as the business of the Medical Department has been lately trans- 
ferred to them, and therefore refer the said Memorial to the Hon^ 
the Board of War for their consideration.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, JUNE ag, 1781 

A letter, of 27, from R. Monis, superintendant of finance, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed 
yesterday to confer with him. 

A report of the committee of the week was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a petition of Augustine Loseau, captain in 
Colonel Livingston's regiment, be referred to the Board of 
War; 

That a petition of Dtmcan Campbell, second lieutenant in 
Colonel Livingston's re^ment, be also referred to the Board 
of War.' 

> Thifl report, in the writing of WiUiun ChuicHU Honrton, la In the Pap«n q^A« 
Oontinenlal Congnn, No. 28, folio 131. 

The portion In bncketB wm entered In the Journal by Qeotge Bond. 

■Tbianportlsinthei'Bptrtq/'lI^CinainmtaiamfreM, No. 13S, V, loIlo40G. It 
ma poBtpcmed, as the indorsement dtowa. 

Aletterofthiadft]', from the Boud of War, enclosing a letter of the lltb from CidoDal 
Glboon, wasread aa the indoiaement indicat«a. It iain No. 148, I, folio 407, 

* ^Qiia report, in the writing of Heriwether Smith, ia in the Pap<n q/* (Ae Continrntot 
GmfTCM, No. 32, folio 183; Loaeftux'a petition, dated June 20, 1781, b In No. 42, IT, 
foUo 284; GampbeU't petition, datod June 20, 1781, ia in No. 42, U, fdio 108. 
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The committee to whom was referred the motion of Mr. 
[Theodorick] Bland; and 

The Committee to whom vaa referred the motion of M' Bland b^ 
leave to report it as their opinioa that it would be very advantageous 
to the United States that their Marine force should be actively 
employed, and that every possible attention should be paid to that 
Department, and that it would greatly add to the experience of their 
officers and seamen to act in conjimction with the fleet of our August 
Ally, and thereupon submit the following Resolutions: 

Itesolved, That the Board of Admiralty immediately lay before the 
Superintendant of Finance, the exact state of the vessels of war as 
well unfinished as finished belonging to the Amuican Navy — tt^ether 
with an estimate of the ezpences necessaiy to finish and equip them 
for sea. 

Beaohed, That the said Superintendant of Finance report to Con* 
greas the ways and means for fitting the said vessels for sea. 

Resolved, That as soon as any of the said vessels of war as soon 
as they are equipt for sea, be ordered to join the fleet of our Ally 
now under the command of Mons. De Barras and put themselvee 
under his order until the further order of Congress.* 

The committee to whom were referred the application of 
Captain J. P. Jones, and the applications of Captain James 
Nicholson and Captain Thomas Read, delivered in their 
reports. 

The Committee to whom were referred the appUcation of Capt. 
John Paul Jones, and also the applications of Capt. James Nicholson 
and Captain Thomas Sead, beg leave to report, that by an arrange- 
ment of the Captains of the Navy which was adopted by Congress 
on the tenth day of October A. D. 1776 Capt. James Nicholson was 
placed first in Rank, Capt. Thomas Read eighth and Captain John 
Paul Jones the ^hteenih. It alao appoara that Cftpt. Ab m b a m 
Whipple 's ■ oonunifl s ion under the appointm e nt of Congroflfl w as d a ted 
D e o. -8fl d A. D. 1776. ■ - Captain Bo a d' s- ewamis fl ion ' wa s dated The 
Committee cannot fully ascertain the rule by which that arrange- 
ment was made, as the relative rank was not conformable to times 
> Thifl report, in the writing of Theodwick Bland, is in the Paptrt of the Contmaittd 
Cbfvnti, No. 23| folio 319. Itiaindwaed: "August 24, 1781, not to be acted upon." 



dbjGoogle 



June, 1781 711 

of appointment or dates of commission and seems repugnant to a 
resolution of Congress of 22f of December A. D. 1775. It appears 
that Captains Whipple Barry, Weete Hallock and Alexander were 
appointed Captains previous to either of the apphcants, and Capt. 
Nicholson was the lo e t later than either exceptmg Head. But Cap- 
tain Nicholson had a fnar command of armed vessels imder authority 
of the State of Maryland prior to his being adopted in the Continental 
Navy. It is ther^ore to be presumed that pr^erence was given to 
him on that account. Upon the whole the Conunittee submit to 
Congress whether it will be advisable to alter that arrangement % If 
they should Captain Jones will now stand fifth Captain, if respect be 
had only to times of appointment in that grade; but if regard is to be 
had to CaptEun Jones bdng a Lieutenant in the Navy prior to the 
appointment of many of the other gentlemen, he would then stand 
second in the rank of Captain and Whipple first. 

The Committee also ss^ttt recommend to Congress the expediency 
of appointing a. Conunander in Chief of the Navy in the place of the 
late Admignl Eseck Hopkins Esq. Dismissed.' 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Wab Office June 23*? 1781 
Sm. 

The Board have considered the Memorial of Colcmel Mosee Hazea 
and the motion referred to them beg leave to state the following facts 
for the determination of Congress. That Colonel Hazen at a very 
early period demonstrated his attachment to the cause of America 
and has greatly suffered both in his person and property on that 
account, in his person by being confined in prison for upwards of two 
months and m his property by having advanced large sums of money 
to the Continent which are yet unpaid and by having left a valuable 
estate in Canada in possesion of the Enemy. 

That Colonel Hazen on the 22°!* of January 1776 was appointed to 
the command of four Battalions to be raised in Canada and in conse- 
quence thereof raised four hundred and seventy seven men which on 
tiie opening of the Campaign of 1777, were augmented by farther 
eolistments to the number of seven hundred and twenty non com- 
missioned offices and privates included; th^ are in the course of 

■ Thii report, in tha writiiig ol Junes Mitchell Varonm, is in Uk« PaptnqfVie Con- 
tmmtoJ Congnu, No. 19, III, iolio 298. It ia indorsed by TlumiBm: "Aoguat 24, 
1781, not to be acted on." 
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Beveral active Campaigns now reduced to the number of four hundred 
and twenty non commissioned officers and privates including Cdf 
Livingston's Regiment and the Independent Corps formerly com- 
manded by Major Ottendorf which have been annexed. 

That on the 20? of April in the pree«at Year Congress were pleased 
to resolve that Colonel Hazen's Regimrat should be recruited to its 
original establiabmmt as soon as the finances of the United States 
admit of t^ same bong done. 

That Colonels younger than Colonel Hazen have been promoted to 
the rank of Genwal Officers, in particular the Colonels De Haas, 
Woodford, Mercer, Stevens, Hand, Scott, Weedon, Oast and Morgan, 
and several others from the States of North Carolina, South Carolina, 
and Qeor^. That Colonel Hazen is a very deserving officer and in 
the course of the present War has always conducted lumself with 
spirit, activity and attention. 

That there are now two Colonels in the Army of tiie United States 
whose Commissions are of an older date than Colonel Hazen's to wit 
Colonel Von Schaick of New York and Colonel Qroton of Massa- 
chusetts. 

That in the resolution for settlmg the mode of promotion in the 
Army bearing date the 25th of May in the present Year, ColoneJ 
Hazen's R^im^it is arranged with the states of New York and 
New Jersey; of the State of New York there are at present George 
and James Clinton Brigadiers. There is also in the troops of New 
York Colonel Van Schaick whose commission is of an older date than 
Colonel Hazen's. 

Upon the whole if Congress should be of opinion that Colonel Hazen 
should be promoted to the rank he soUdts they will be pleased to 
resolve. 

Resolved, That Colonel Moees Hazen be and he hereby is 
appointed a Brigadier in the Army of the United States by 
]^vet the go s olvo of th e S6th - of May notwithotanding . 

Or if otherwise they will resolve 

That Congress are fully sensible of the merit of Colonel Hazen and 
regret that the particular circumstances of the Army will not at 
present admit of a compUance with his request.' 

■ Thia report is in the Papai of the Contmmlai Ctmgrtu, No. 147, T, folio 441; a 
tnmacript "copy from the reporta of the Wu Office," is in No. 42, III, folio 524. 
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A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Ordered, That a warrant issue on the supreme executive 
coimcil of the State of Penaylvania in favour of the pay- 
master general, for four thousand dollars, to enable him to' 
dischai^ the warrant drawn upon him for three months' 
pay to the invalid raiment, for which sum the paymaster 
general is to be accountable. 

A motion being made by }Sx. [Jamee] Madison, sec- 
onded by Mr. M[eriwether] Smith, in the words fol- 
lowing: 

Additional instruction to the miiuBter plenipotentiary 
for n^otiating a treaty of commerce with Great Britain. 
Rewlved, That the minister plenipotentiary for nego- 
tiating a treaty of commerce with Great Britain be 
instructed to enter into no such treaty, unl^s, in addi- 
tion to the Btipulfttions relative to the fisheries required 
by Congress in their instructions to the said minister of 
the 13th August, 1779, all the objects Included in their 
ultimatiun relative to a treaty of peace, as the same 
stood prior to theu* instructions on that subject of the 
16th day of June, instant, be in such treaty of commrave 
explicitly acknowledged and stipulated to the United 
States.' 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
h&ng required by Mr. M[eriwether] Smith: 



New Hampshire, 

Mr. Sullivan, no I 

Livermore, no I 
iLu»aehiaetta, 

Mr. Lovell, no | 

Partridge, no I a 

Osgood, no J 
Bhodsl&md, 

Mr. Vamum, ay } * 



Connecticut, 

Mr. Huntington, 
EUaworth, 
Sherman, 
New Jersey, 

Mr, Witherspoon, 
HouBton, 



' Iliis motion, in the writing ol Junes Utdiaon, ii in the Paptn qf tA« Coi^ntntal 
Congmt, No. U, IV, folio StU. 
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Peniuyhwiia, 






NortKOmlhia, 


Mr. Montgomery, 


no 




Mr.Sharpe, 


aymer, 


no 


no 


Johnston, 


T. Smith, 


»y 




SovAOaroUna, 








Mr. MathewB, 


Mr. Jenifer, 


no 




Bee, 


CUTOU, 


no 


no 


Motte, 


Potte, 


no 




Ereleigh, 


Tirginvt, 






Oior^, 


Mr. Jones, 


»y 




Mr. Walton, 


Madiaon, 


«y 




Few, 


Bland, 


no 


ay 




M. Smith, 


•y 







So it passed in the n^ative.' 
Adjourned to 10 o'CIock on Monday. 

MONDAY. JULY 2, 1781 

A letter, of 28 June, from R, Morri<i, superintendant of 
finance, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three to 
(Confer with him on the subject: 

The members, Mr. [James] Madison, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamum, Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

Another letter, of 30 June, from the said superintendant 
of finance." 

A letter, of 24 June, from General Washington, was read, 
informing Congress that he has requested three himdred 
expert riflemen, to be ftimished by the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, for the present campaign: Whereupon,' 

' l^iu motifm uid vote wem entered only in ths manuscript Secret lomnal, Foreign 
A&in, uid in the Uore Secret Javia^l. 

A letter of this d«y from the Baud of War enclomng a letter of Brigadier General 
Duportail WBa read. It is in the Paper* of Hit CoTitinmlal Qmgnai, No. 147, V, 
folio 445. 

' The lett^ of Jane 29 ia in the Papen of the CojUintntal Congnu, No. 137, 1, folio 
ei; that of June 30 is on folio 66. 

* Hub letter ia in the Paptn of llie (kmtinenUU Congrtu, No. 162, X, folio 147. 
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Resolved, That Congress approve the said request, and 
that his excellency the president and supreme executive 
council of Pennsylvania, be informed that the United States 
in Congress assembled, will allow a deduction of a like 
number &om the infantry militia required of the Baid State 
for the southern service; and that whatever bounty they 
shall think proper to grant to this corps of troops, shall be 
re-paid to the State, and the men shall be allowed pay, 
rations, and complete continental establishment, equal to 
the other troops in the fidd, during the time they are in 
service. 

Another letter, of 28 June, from General Washington was 
read:^ 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to the r^ula- 
tions of the cloathing department be referred to the com- 
mittee who brought in the report on that subject, and that 
so much thereof as relate to General Schuyler's eng^ement, 
together with the letter, of 20 June, from General Schuyler, 
be referred to the superintendant of finance. 

A letter, of June 7, from the governor of Rhode Island, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [John] Sullivan, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, 
Mr. IBamuel] Osgood. 

A letter, of 27 June, from the genend assembly of Mary- 
land, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The committee of the week was elected: 

iSi. [Samuel] Livermore, Afr. ^eodorick] Bland, Mr. 
[Geoi^e] Walton. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take 
proper measures for a public celebration of the anniversuy 

I lliii letter ia in the Paptrt of At Conlintntal Congrat, No. 1&2, X, folio 161. 
* Tlte Rbode bland letter is in the Faptn of tht CorUMtmial Catngrat, No. 64, foUo 
EM; the MwyUnd letter ia in No. 70, folio 477. 



d by Google 



7 16 Journals qf Congress 

of the independence on Wednesd&y next: the members, }Jii. 
[Geoe^] Clymer, Mr. P^aniel] Carroll, Mr. [Geoi^e] Walton. 

Resolved, That the Board of War take order for fumishing 
the table of the Commander in Chief. 

A letter, of 29th June, &om Thomas Barclay, was read, 
signifying his acceptance of the office of vice consul. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a memorial of the officers of Fensylvania 
r^ment of artillery be r^erred to the Board of War to 
report specially thereon; ^ 

That a memorial of Thomas Hopkins be referred to the 
Board of Treasury." 

A r^xfft from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbeasubt Office June JO? 1781. 

The Board of Treasury beg leave to represent to the U. States m 
Congress assembled, 

That an Estimate exhibited by the Post Ma^ Qeo! now lays before 
them for 17.958 specie dollars due to the sereral Claimants in his 
Department, for Salaries and Arrearages : That the Acc^ of the said 
Department are now under examination, but can't finally be settled in 
Time to answer the pressing Purposes of Ebenezer Hazard Sui^ 
veyor of the Eastern District, whose letter to the Post Mas' Gen* 
is transmitted with this Report for the better information of Con- 
gress — whereupon the following resolution is submitted : 

Ordered, lliat a warrant issue on Nathaniel Appleton, 
commissioner of the continental loan office for the State of 
Massachusetts, in favour of Eicfaard Bache, postmaster 
general, for eight thousand doUara of the new emission, to 
be put into the hands of Ebenezer Hazard, surveyor of the 
eastern district, to be applied in the post office deptuiment, 

' This memoriali d*ted June 20, 1781, is in the Papen of the Oontmenltd Congnu, 
No. 148, II, folio 201. 

■This report, in the writiogof M^wether Smith, iainthePopcraq^t^ Oontmmbd 
Congrm, No. 32, folia 187. 
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uid for which sum the sud postmaster general ia to be 
accountable:^ 

Ordered, That on the application of George Bond, deputy 
secretary, a warrant issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, 
commissioner of the continental loan office for the State of 
Pensylvania, for eight hundred dollars of the new emission 
to A^tr&y the contingent expences of the office of the secretary 
of Gongrees, and for which sum the said George Bond is to be 
accountable.' 

A r^)ort &om the Board of Treasury was read, on the 
accounts of Mr. Holker: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. M[eriwether] Smith, Mr. [Gewge] 
Gymer, Mr. [Samuel] O^ood. 

A letter, of this day, from the commisEnoners of the Board 
of Admiralty, was read. 

The committee to whom was referred the motion of Mr. 
M[eriweth6r] Smith delivered in a report, which was taken 
into consideration, and after debate:' 

Wab Oftioe JtiZy «^ 1781. 
Sib, 

The sum really due the Invalid RegimNit ia seven tiiotisand four 
hundred and seventy dollars in specie and therefore we beg the favor 
of Congress to rectify the mistake. According to the advances 
made to other corps it will be necessary if agreeable to the ideas of 
Congress to resolve, 

That a warrant issue on the Supreme Executive Council of Penn- 
sylvania in favor of the Fay Master Gen! for twenty nine thousand 
wght hundred and eighty six dollars and eighty-four ninetieths in 
bills of the new emission to enable him to advance that sum to the 

■ lUa npoit is in the Paptn oj iU Conlvnental (kmffrtM, Ng. ]36, V, folio 38S. 

■ Thii report is id the Papcrt of (Ac Continmlol Congrat, No. 136, V, folio 408. 

* The report, in the wiitiiig of Heriwether Smith, is to the nine efiect u hia motion 
d June 26. It is in the Pops-i of At CotOmenUd Congrtu, No. SS, folio 133. 
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Invalid Rcf^ent on account of pay for which mm the paymaster 
General is to be accountable.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JULY 3. 1781. 

A letter, of Ist, from the hon'''* the minister of France 
was read." 

A letter, of 2, from the superintendant of finance was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed to 
prepare a draught of an ordinance for collecting the duty of 
five per cent, on imports and prizes. 

A letter, of 22 June, from the President of Delaware; 

One, of December 10, from J. Bonfield to the committee 
of foreign affairs; and 

A letter, of this day, from Brigadier General Hazen, were 
read.'. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a letter of this day from Doctor James Tilton 
be referred to the Board of Treasury to take order thereon 
to settle depreciation and grant a certificate as prayed; 

They also report on the petition of Elizabeth Burgin praying to be 
employed in cutting out linen for the use of the Army that the same 
be referred to the Board of War. 

That a petition of Elizabeth Bergin be referred to the 
Board of Tfooaury War.* 

A report from the Board of War was read, ooliolting 
woppnnt in fnyoug of the - paym a atof g o a o ft ^ fo f nino 
thouaond eo¥on hundrod and eia^ dollaPB t 

' Thia report, dated this day, is in the Papen of iht OmtinenloZ Congreti, No. 14S, 
II, folio 6. It was rend this day, as the indoiseineDt indicates. 

* A traiudatioii of this letter ie printed in the DipUmuUie Corrapondeiwe of the 
Ainenean Revolutwn (Whwton}, IV, 628. 

' The Delaware letter is in the Paptn of the Oontinental Congren, No. 70, folio 769; 
Haven's is in No. 78, XII, folio 156. 

"Thiareport, inthevritingof SsmnellivmDore.tois thePapeno/lAf Cotuinmtal 
Congrttt, No. 32, folio 166. Elunbeth Bnigiii's petitioii ia in No. 42, 1, folio SH. 
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WiB Oftioe Jtdy «^ 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board think it advisable that the dismounted dragoons of Col. 
Moylan's Regiment should march to the Southward ; they have expec- 
tations that horses may be furmahed them in Vii^inia. 

They therefore report 

That a warrant issue in favor of the Paymaster General for nine 
thousand, seven hundred and Sixty dollars of the new emissions to 
be applied to the use of a detachment of the fourth Regiment of 
Dragoons, under TnRTf.hiTig orders to the Southward on account of 
pay due them.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order, the resolution of 4 January notwithstanding, by draw- 
ing on the paymaster gen^^l for a sum in favour of the 
detachment of the 4th regiment of Dragoons under marching 
orders to the southward, on account of pay due to them. 

A report &om the Committee of Commerce was read; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Henry Gardner, esq. treasurer of the State 
of Massachusette, be directed to advance to Isaac Smith, of 
Boston, in behalf of himself and the other owners of the 
schooner Hawke, so many dollars in bills of the new emission 
as will be sufficient to pay them the Bum of seventy pounds 
sterling, being the amount of the freight and interest due 
thereon by the said schooner Hawke; and tliat the Board of 
Treasury issue a warrant accordingly. 

Ordered, That Joseph Clarke, commissioner of the conti- 
nental loan office fcH- the State of Rhode Island, pay to 
Messrs. Nicholas and John Brown, such a sum in biUs of 
the new emission, as will enable the said Nicholas and John 
Brown to take up and discharge a certain bill of exchange 
drawn on them by Messrs. Penet, D'Acosta Freres and Co. 
for three thousand seven hundred and thirty-eight livres, 
fourteen sous, and nine deniers toiunois, dated Nantes, 
March 10, 1781, the said bill being for amount of a debt con- 

< Thifl repeat !■ Id the Papen (^Uit ConiintTUal Omgreu, No. 148, II, folio 9. 
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tracted by the said Nicholas and John Brown, as agents of 
the Uaited States; and that the Board of Treasury issue a 
warrant accordingly.' 
A report from the Board of War ww read; Whereupon, 
Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of Colonel Daniel Broadhead, 
for two hundred and eighty-five doUara in bills of the new 
emission on account of his pay; ' and 

Wab offiob July t^ 1781. 
Sir, 

The board have the honor to inform Congress that Captain Sig<^n£ 
at present commanding officer of CoL Armand'a Legion is about 
setting off to the Southward with arms Clothing and sccoutremeota 
for that corps and is now in great distresa for money. 

The board therefore report 

another on the said paymaster general in favour of Captain 
Sigogne of Colonel Armand's l^on, for five hundred and 
forty dollars in like bills, on account of his pay.* 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

S^aolved, That for the greater despatch in destroying the 
several emissions of the old continental currency as they 
come into the treasury of the United States, another com- 
missioner be added to those already appointed for that pmv 
pose; which commissioners, or any one of them, shall also 
examine, count and bum such of the emisaons of May 20, 
1777, and April 11, 1778, as are or may be deposited ia the 
treasury aforesaid.* 

The commissioner elected, Mr. Nathaniel Donnel. 

1 Thia puagnqib, in the writing of G«cage dymga, la in the Taftrt tfthe Con^naOtU 
Qmgrat, No. SI, folio 221. 
■ Thia Tepoit Ii in the Faptri qf (Ac Oonfmrnfal Canf/rtu, No. 148, II, folio 13. 
' Thifl report ii in the Papo'i of Ute Continmiat Qmgrtu, No. 148, II, folio 1. 
* Thin leport ia in the Paptn ^Uie ContutenUU Graprew, No. 136, V, folio 407. 
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Another report &om the Board of Treasury on the accounts 
of Colonel M. Hazen's raiment, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Johnston, Mr. [Isaac] Motte, 
Mr. [George] Clymer. 

The committee appointed to conf^ with the superintendant 
of finance and take order for procuring a sum of specie, 
delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the superintendant of finance be and he is 
hereby empowered to pursue such measiu«s aa he may think 
proper for exporting and importing goods, money and oth^ 
articles, at the risque and for the account of the United 
States, at such times and in such manner as he shall deem 
necessary and useful to the public service.^ 

A report of the Board of War on the petitions of Lieu- 
tenants Loeeau and Campbell, was read. 

Wab Office. June. [July] S. 1781 
Snt, 

The Board have considered the memorial of Captain Loiseau 
and LT Campbell, late of Colonel lavingaton's regiment referred to 
them by Congreea. 'With respect to the first Gentleman he was 
tried by a Court Martial and broke. He appealed to Congress who 
were pleased to direct a re-examination, but it was never made. 
"Ha produces a certificate from the Colonel after these proceedings, 
settmg forth that he was discharged as a Supemmnerary the 12*^ 
July 1779, under the resolves of Congreea then emting with respect 
to the arrangement of the army. 

Lieu*: Campbell was dischai^ed under the same resolves the 16*? 
June 1779. 

The situation of these Gentlemen is exactly the same with all the 
supernumerary Officers retiring under the arrangement for reforming 

' Thia reoDlndon wu alao entered in the manuocript S«ciet (DomMtic) Jonnul. A 
copy rigned by CIutrieB ^lomion ia in the Paptrt q/'fb Continmlal Qmgmt, No. 137, 
U, folio 287. 
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the Army in 1779, except that they &re Canadians and expatriated. 
The prOTiaioQ to be made for them will probably be considered as a 
precedent, and as we hAve reported fully upon this subject heretofore, 
we deem it tmeceesary to make any report on tiieir particular case, 
leaving it to fall wider any general regulation Congress may be 
pleased to adopt, unless they deem it proper to make particular pro- 
vision for the Canadian Officers. 

It appears that Captain Loiseau received the year's extra pay 
allowed to supernumerary officers, and Lt: Campbell as he alledges 
only half a year's pay on that account.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Thursday; and from thence to 
10 o'clock on Friday. 



FRIDAY. JULY 6, 1781 

A letter, of 28 June, &om Major General the Marquis de la 
Fayette was read, with sundry papa? enclosed: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Conunittee of Intelli- 
gence. 

A letter, of 1, firom the governor of the State of New York, 
was read, with sundry papers enclosed: ' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three : 

The members, Mr. [John] Mathe^^ Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamum, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth. 

A letter, of June 12, from Major General Baron de Steuben, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 4, from Captiun J. P. Jones; * and 

One, of 4 May, from D. J. Jos. Na^^l^^o, governor of 
Havannah, were read. 

> Thia report is in the Paper* of the ConHnaUal Ccngrai, No. 147, T, folio 265. 

■ Thu letter is in the Papen t^tht OorMtiaOal Oongresi, No. 166, folio 156. 

■ Thia letter is in the Paper$ of the Gmtmenttd Omgrat, No. 67, II, folia 390. 

* Steuben's letter is in the Paptn of A« Contiitatidl Conf/rttt, No. 164, folio 226. 
Jones's is in No. 168, I, folio 480. 
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A letter, of 5, hora. the Board of War, waa read, enclosiDg 
two eetimatea from the deputy quartermaster for Pensyl- 
vania: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War 
to take order, in conjunction with the superintendant of 
finance. 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

The Committee of the week report, od the letter of Cap! Qeoi^ 
Ifolvin, a prisoDOT of war, od parole, requesting to be allowed Kations. 

Ordered, That a letter, of 5, from Geoige Melvin,' be 
referred to the Board of War; 

Also on the letter of Ebenezer EJAzard EsqT Inapector of the post 
office, reepectmg sundry letters to the treasurer of loans, the postage 
whereof tiie said treasurer of loans refused to pay. 

That a letter, of 6, from E. Hazard, be referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office.' 

The committee, || consisting of Mr. Houston, Mr. Osgood, 
Mr. T. Smith, || to whom was referred the letter, of 27 of June, 
from the supenntendant of finance delivered in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, Tliat the transactions of Robert MorriE, eeq. as 
superintendant of the finances of the United States, previous 
to the taking of the oaths of office by him the said superin- 
tendant, be and they are hereby declared to be valid and 
authentic to all intents and purposes whatsoever: 

"Hiat the said Robert Morris be accountable for the same, 
in like manner with otfa^ his official transactions: 

That the acceptence of the trust and powers granted to 
the said superintendant by certain resolutions of the assem- 
bly of Pensylvania, bearing date the 25 day of June, 1781, 

1 Helven'B letter ia in the Poptn <^ih* Omtmmtaf Ctmgrtu, No. 78, XVI, folk 208. 
■ Thia reprat, in the writing of Samuel IJvennon, iiin the Paptn qftli* OoHtinmUi 
Oongnu, No 32, folio 189. 
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will, in the opinion of Congress, have a tendency to promote 
the public service of the United States, wherefore they do 
approve thereof.' 

The committee, Hcorndsting of Mr. Madison, Mr. Vamiun, 
Mr. Sherman, II to whom was referred the letter, of 28th 
June, &om the supcointendant of Bnance also delivered in a 
report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the supeiintendant of finance be, and he is 
hereby authorised to appoint an assistant in his department, 
who shall be entitled to an annual salary of eighteen hundred 
and fifty Spanish milled dollars, to be paid quarterly from 
the treasury of the United States; and two clerks who shall 
be entitled each to the annual salary of five hundred Spani^ 
milled dollars to be paid in like manner.* 

The Preadent having informed the United States in Con- 
gress assembled, that his ill state of health will not permit 
him to continue longer in the exercise of the duties of that 
office, and requested leave of absence: 

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for electing a 
president. 

The rep(«ii of the committee, Hconsisting of Mr. M. Smith, 
Mr. Sherman, Mr. Jenifer, |1 on the motion of Mr. M[eriwether] 
Smith, was taken into consideration; 

That bho fiwt Monday in Novomboy nort bo te mgaod - ior e lootiiig a 

That dection of a Secretary of Marine be postponed, until 

the fiist Monday in KoTember next. 

'Diat xintil such miniate f- iB -a pp a in t ed appointment is made, or until 

farther order be taken by the United States in Congress A^embled, 

the fitting out and employing the vessels of war belonging to the 

> This report, in the writing of Samuel Osgood, is in the Papen t^ At Omlmentiil 

Congrat, No. IS, IV, folio 321. 

■ This report, in the writing of Junu Uadison, ii in the Papen of the Continental 
Qmgmt, No. 19, IV, folio 323. 



d by Google 



Jidy, 1781 725 

United States be committed to the Superintoidant of Finance, and 
that he be empowered to appoint an agent or agents to execute what 
relatea to the fitting out, r^ft^ri'Tig and equipping for sea the said 
vessels, and also for paying off the crews, and taking the charge of 
and disposal of the captures and prizes that may be made. 

That the care of marine prisoners, heretofore entrusted to the 
Board of Admiralty, be transferred to the Commissary of Prisoners, 
under the direction of the Board of War. 

That the Seal of the Admiralty be deposited with the Secretary of 
Congress, and that he seal and countersign the commissions hereto- 
fore issued by the Board of Admiralty until a Secretary of Marine is 
appointed. 

Iliat all other duties of the Board of Admiralty be for the present 
suspended and that the Board of Admiralty, the several navy boards, 
ibe continental agents in the marine department, and all persons in 
authority under them, be and they are hereby removed, and that 
from and after the passing of this act the authorities, powers, priv- 
il^es and emoluments to them or any of them given by any former 
act or acts of Congress, do cease, determine and be utterly void. 

lliat the Superintendant of finance be and he is hereby directed to 
cause the accounts of all and singular the persons aforesaid to be 
settled and adjusted on equitable principles as soon as possible; 
That he appoint one or more proper accountants for that purpose if 
he think it necessary 

That he cause suits to be commenced against any person or peisona 
who shall neglect or refuse to settle his or their said accounts, or to 
deliver over or pay any stores or monies in tus or their possession 
belonging to these United States, and that on the adjustments, deliv- 
eriee and payments aforesaid he give proper releases and acquit- 
tances.* 

and on the queetion to agree to the first paragraph, viz. 

"That the election of a secretary of marine be postponed 
till the first Monday in November next." 

The yeaa and nays bdng required by Mr. [John] SuUlTao, 

■ Thiaraport, inthevrritiDgof ChaileillKnnnii, lainthePojMTtqf'thc OontinetUal 
I, No. 28, loUo 149. 
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New Hampthire, 






Ibrt/land, 






Mr. Sullivan, 


no 




Mr. Jenifar, 


no 




LivermoTe, 


no 


no 
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Stduaehwietts, 
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•y 




Mr. Lovell, 


no 
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Partridge, 


no 


no 


Mr. Jones, 
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Osgood, 
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ay 
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Bland, 
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ay 


Mr. Vamom, 
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M. Smith 
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Mr. Huntington, 


no 
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Pemuylvania, 






Mr. Mathews, 
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Mr. Montgomery, 


no 
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Clymer, 
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Motte, 


'y 




T. Smith, 


«y 




Eveleigh, 


DO 




Ddaware, 






Oeorsria, 






Mr. Rodney, 


no 




Mr. Walton, 


•y 




Mc£ean, 


no 


no 


Few, 


«y 


ay 



So the question was lopt. 

Ordered, That the remainder be referred to a committee 
of three: the members, Mr. ^Thomas] McKean, Bb*. [Oliver] 
Ellsworth, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland. 

[Adjourned to 10 o'Qock to Morrow.] 

SATURDAY, JULY 7. 1781 

A letter, of 6, from Colond D. Broadhe^, was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War, to take 
order. 

A report from the Board of Admiralty was read, enclosiiig 
a letter, of 3, from Captain J. P. Jones: 

Adbubaltt Office July 6^ 1781. 

The Commisaiondis o£ the Admiralty hare the honor to inclose to 
the United States in Congtess aaaembled a letter from Capt. Jones, 

I Thia letter ia is the Papen of iht Continmtal CongnMt No. 78, IV, folio 215. 
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lecommending William Nicholson, and deeiring tiiat they would 
apply to Congrofls that hia appointment as Captain of Marines might 
beconfitmed. 

The Commission that M^ Nicholson now holds, and which is also 
enclosed is a full Commission, and one of those which long since, and 
during the Premdency of Mi Hancock, were we presume by order of 
Congress transmitted to your Commissioneis in France, to be issued 
in case of necessity. What number of officers have been created in 
this manner, we are not informed, nor of their merit, but suppose 
that many of the officers who served under Capt. Jones in his expe- 
dition to the North Seas, and Beveral other preriouB thereto, were 
furnished with those Commissions. 

It mi^t have been expedient to send blank Commissions to your 
Ifinisters at Foreign Courts, to be issued as circumstances should 
render it necessary, but we conceive such Commissions should have 
been temporary, and besideB there seems to be an impropriety in 
Commissions being dated in foreign parts, and signed by a person as 
Premdent, who was not President at the time when they were dated. 

We wish to have the sense of Congress on the following questions: 
Whether officers created in madner aforesaid are to bear ronk in the 
Navy of these States, according to their Commissions t And whether 
new Commissions are to be issued bearing date with those issued 
abroad to all such as shall have received the Commissions of these 
States in France or in other Kingdoms or States from your Ministers 
or Commissioneni t 

We would only add because we would not take up too much of the 
time of your Honorable assembly, that W- Dale, late Lieut^iant of 
the Arid and Mi Livingston late Lieutenant of the Boston, have 
exhibited their Commissiona to this Board, and they are similar to 
that of Mi Nicholson. 

The CommiseioneTs of the Admiralty beg leave to renew their 
request that your Honorable assembly would be pleased to take into 
considerataon their application, respecting their salaries and the 
mode of paying them.* 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

■ Thii repwt ii in Ae Paper* <^ tht Con&nmtat Ctmgreu, Na 37, folio 406. 
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The members, Ab*. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer, Mr. 
[Rc^er] Sherman, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland. 

The letter, of 14 April, from the Board of Admiralty, was 
called for, and a motion thereon being made and question 
put, " that the salary of the commissioners of the B(»rd of 
Admiralty be augmented," 

Passed in the n^ative.* 

Resolved, That the application of the Board of Admiralty 
of 2, in behalf of themselves and the secretary of the Board, 
for the payment of the balance of salary due to them, be 
referred to the superiatendant of finance to take order. 

The committee, ||cona£ting of Mr. Johnson, Mr. Motte, 
Mi*. Clymer,|| to whom were referred the several papers 
accompanying Colonel Eazen's application delivered in a 
report; Whereupon, 

lliat Uie difference in opinion between the Treasury Board and 
the chamber of accounta, wiUi respect to the Touchers which should 
be required of the times of enlistment and periods of serrice of such 
part of Col. Hazen's Regiment whose depreciation is to be made up 
by the United States, having proceeded from the want of a precedent 
in the Treasury office; the Committee conceive that no hi^ier degree 
of Evidence ought to be required in this case than that which has 
been accepted by the States having troops serving in the said KegU 
ment. They therefore offer the following reetdution: 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasmy in the settlonent of 
the depreciation due to that part of Colon^ Hazen's r^- 
ment not of the quota of any State, admit such evidence of 
the times of inlistment and periods of service as have been 
accepted by any of the states in settling with other parts of 
the said regiment, and that the said Board appoint some 
person, who shall deliver certificates for the balances due on 
account of depreciation, to the officers and soldiers respec- 
tively to whom they shfdl be due; he taking their receipts for 

■ This letter is in the Papen <^iht Conlmenba Congrm, No. 87, folio 407. 
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the same, to be transmitted to and lodged in the treaeury 

office.^ 

The committee ||con£nfiting of Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Bland, 
Mr. Osgood, [| to whom was referred the letter, of June 7, 
from the governor of Rhode Island, delivered in a report; 
Whereupon, 

It appearing to the United States in Congress assembled, that a 
complete regimtoit of Militia should be immediately furnished for 
the defence of Rhode Island, to do duty there till the first day of 
NoTember next unless sooner discharged by Congress, 

Therefore Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the New 
En^and States immediately to furnish the same in the following 
proportions, tiz: 
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Retolved, That the said Troops be supplied with rations and paid 
at the expence of the United States, 

Resolved, That so much of the said letter as relates to a 
call for militia for the defence of that island, be referred to 
the Commander in Chief; and that he be authorised to call 
upon the four eastern states, namely, New Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, for such number 
of militia for the defence of Rhode Island as he shall think 
necessary.' 

The committee to whom were referred the memorial and 
other papers of the Baron d'Arendt deUvered in a report. 

* Tbia report, in Uie writing of George Clymer, ia in tlie Papen (/ At Contmenlai 
Oongrai, No. 19, lU, folio B7. 

* Tliii roport, in the writing of Jdm SoUivui, Ii in the Paptn </ Ihe CmtmmkU 
Oongntt, No. 20, 1, (oliu aOS utd 208. 
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A motion was made by the del^ates of South Carolina, 
that the Board of War be directed to forward to the State of 
South Carolina, with all convenient dispatch, three thousand 
stand of arms for the use of the militia of that state. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, seconded 
by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, to strike out the words 
" for the use of the militia of that State:" and in Ueu thereof 
insert, " to be di^osed of as the commanding office of the 
southern d^artment shall direct;" a division was called for, 
and on the question to strike out the words " for the use of 
the militia of that State;" the yeas and nays bang required 
by Mr. [John] Mathews: 



New Hampshire, 






Mm/land, 


Mr. SulBTun, 


»y 




Mr. Jenifer, 


livenuore, 


«y 


ay 


Carroll, 


MamadMteaa, 






Potts, 


Mr. Lovell, 


ay 




V&Srinto, 


Partridge, 


no 


no 


Mr. Jones, 


Osgood, 


no 




Bland, 


Wuide Itland, 






Nor& OarMna, 


Mr. Varaum, 


ay 


* 


Mr. Sharps, 


Cmnetticui, 






Johnston, 


Mr. Himtington, 


no 






Elkworth, 


»y 


ay 


Mr. Mathews, 


Sherman, 


*y 




Bee, 








Mott«, 


Mr. Monlgomeiy 


no 




Gveleigh, 


T. Smith 


no 


no 


Oeorffia, 


DJamare, 






Mr. Few, 


Mr. Rodney, 


ay 


• 


Howly, 



So it passed in the n^ative. 

A motion waa then made by Mr. [Roger] Sherman, sec- 
onded by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, between the words " arms " 
and "for" to insert "to be disposed of as the commanding 
officer of the southran department shall direct." 
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On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John] 
Mathews, 



New Hampthire, 






Ibr/lmd, 


Mr.SaUiT*!!, 


no 




Mr. Jenifer, 


Livennore 


no 


no 


CarroU, 


Mmaehwiem, 






Potto, 


Mr. LoveU, 


«y 




TSiyinio, 


Partridge, 


«y 


ay 


Mr. Jones, 


Osgood, 


no 




Bhmd, 


BUdt Urnid, 






NorHiOircliaa, 


Mr. Vamum, 


«y 


* 


Mr.Shaipe, 


CWinedieui, 






Johnston, 


Mr. Huntbgton, 


»y 




Sm& CttrdiiM, 


EUsworth, 


•T 


ay 


Mr. Mathews, 


Sherman, 


•y 




Bee, 


PcniuyZvoma, 






Motte, 


Mr. Montgomety, 


no 


div. 


Eveleish, 


T.Smith, 


ayl 


Qeor^, 


DeUman, 






Mr. Few, 


Mr. Rodney, 


«y) 


• 


Howly, 



So it passed in the n^ative. 
After debate, 

Ordered, That the farther conmderation of the motion be 
postponed. 

Teiasuet Office, JiOy 8^1781. 
The Board of Treasury bt^ leave to lay before the United Statea 
in Congress assembled, the application of Eben^ Hazard Siureyor 
of the post office: and to acquaint Congress that there are no Fimdi 
within the reach of the Board on which they can draw to satisfy the 
request of the applicant. For the same Reason they also submit the 
application of the Honorable M^ Johnston a Delegate from the Stat« 
of North Carolina for one thousand Dollars new emissions.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. [Monday.] 

* Titia nport ia in Uw Pafert (/ tht Continental Congrei, No. 136, V, folio 409, aad 
WM raad OD this tUy, ta the indcnement indiotas. 
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MONDAY. JULY 9th, 1781 

A letter, of 28 June, from J. Bradford, was read:' 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to duck be 
referred to the Board of War; and 

That so much thereof as relates to cc^p^ be referred to 
the superintendant of finance. 

A lettra, of 20th June, from the president of the State of 
New Hampshire to the del^ates for that State was read, 
with Bund^ papers enclosed : ' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of five: 

The members, Mr. [Roger] Shennan, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, 
Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamiun, Mr. 
[James] Madison. 

A note from Mr. Elleiy, one of the commissioners of the 
Board of Admiralty, was read, informing that his family 
affairs press hb return home, and therefore requesting leave 
of absence: 

Ordered, That leave be granted. 

The committee of the week: 

Mr. fThomas] Rodney, Mr. [Richard] Potte, Mr. [Joseph] 
Montgomery. 

According to the order of the day, the House proceeded 
to the election of a President, and the ballots being taken: 

The hon^ Samuel Johnston was elected. 

A lett«r of this day, from the superintendant of finance 
was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, 
Mr. [John] Sulhvan. 

[Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.] 

' This letter is in the Paperi 0/ the ConHnenial Congrtu, No. 78, IV, folia 225. 
■ This letter is in the Paperi qf Ute CorUinenbil Congrttt, No. 40, II, folio 49. 
* This letter is in the Papera qf Ihe Conttnenbil Congnu, No. 137, 1, folio 69. 



d by Google 



July, 1781 788 

TUESDAY, JULY lo, 1781 

Mr. [Samuel] Johnston having declined to accept the office 
of President, and offered such reasons as were satisfactory, 
the House proceeded to another election; and, the ballots 
being taken, the hon. Thomas McKean was elected. 

A letter, of 10, from Charles Morse, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter &om Jesse Brown was read : ^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

On motion of the del^ates of Georgia: 

Ordered, That a warruit issue in their favour on Thomas 
Smith, commisffloner of the continental loan office for the 
State of Pensylvama, for one thousand dollars, for which 
the sud State of Geoipa is to be accountable. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. T[hom- 
as] Smith: 

Ordered, That a committee of five be appointed to confer 
with the superintendant of finance on the means proper to 
be adopted for the purpose of defraj^ng the expences of the 
del^ates of tho atotoa of North Oojolinaj South CoJoliB a 
and Googgio such of the states as from the events of the w^ 
may be unable to provide for their support during their attend- 
ance in (Dohgress ; also on the means for paying the salaries due 
to the civil officers and clerks of the boards or offices immedi- 
ately under CongreBs. 

The members, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, Mr. [George] ClymCT, 
Mr. [John] Mathews, IA1. [William] Sharpe, Ab-. [James] 
Madison. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of War be and they are hereby 
authorised to draw a warrant on the pa}rmastOT general in 

> Hone's letter \a in the Paptn of lA« Omtitwnbil Congntt, No. 78, XVI, foUo 307; 
Brown's, undated, is in No. 78, IV, folio 233. 
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favour of Captain Bedkin of Armand's legion, for fifteen hun- 
dred and forty dollars in bills of the new emisaon on accoimt 
of pay due to the officers and men of tus troop under march- 
ing order to the southward.' 

The del^ates for the State of South C^olina laid before 
Coi^ress an account of Benjamin Darrell for the hire of a 
vessel to carry a number of persons who were prisoners in 
the power of the enemy &om Charlestown to Philadelphia: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to report. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab OfTiCE July 10. 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board are about drawing up at the request of the Superintend- 
ant of Finance the form of a Contract for supplying of rations. On 
examination of the Powers given to the 8uperintendant of Finance, 
we do not find any explicit authority del^ated to him for the pui^ 
pose, and as this must be recited in the Contract we request Congress 
will be pleased to resolve, 

Resolved, That the supeiintendant of finance be, and he is 
hereby authorised, either by himself or such p^-son or persons 
as he shall, from time to time, appoint for the purpose, to 
procure on contract all necessary supplies for the use of the 
army or armies of the United States, and also for the navy 
lulificers, or prisoners of war, and also the transportation 
thereof; and all contracts or agreements heretofore made, or 
which shall be hereafter made by him or persons under his 
authority, for the purposes aforesaid, are hereby declared to 
be binding on the United States.' 

The dologttto B fog the S tnto of MDOoftohuootto, committee 
llconsisting of Mr. Lovell, Mr. Partridge, Mr. Osgood, |i to 
whom was referred the petition of James and William 
Wmthrop delivered in a report; Whweupon, 

> Thia report ia in the Paptn o/ the Contiitentat Congrai, Ijo. 148, II, tolio 19. 
* Thia account ia in the Pap<no/(A« Coniinmbtl Congrtu, No. 20, II, folio 407. 
■ Thle report ia In the Paper* ofOie Continental Cortgrat, No. 146, II, bitio 16. 
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Ordered, That Measre. James and WUiam Winthrop, be 
permitted to occupy the barracks, standing without the 
fortifications on Governor's Island, in the harbor of Boston, 
for the purpose of a bam, until farther order shall be taken 
respecting the same by the United States in Congress assem- 
bled.* 

The committee, [|consistingofMr.Clymer, Mr. Sullivan, Mr. 
Mathews, H appointed to prepare a coomiission and instruc- 
tions to Thomas Barclay, vice consul, reported a draught, 
which was agreed. 

COMMIBBION TO THOMAS BARCLA.T, ESQUmE. 

The United States of America in Ckingress assembled, 
to Thomas Barclay, Esquire, Greeting. 

We, reposing special trust and confidence in your 
abilities and inte^ty, do by these presents constitute 
you our vice consul in France, during the absence of 
William Palfrey, esquire, our consul, from that king- 
dom, or during the pleasure of Congress, to exercise the 
functions and to enjoy all the honors, authorities, pre- 
eminences, privileges, exemptions, rights, and emolu- 
ments to the said office appertaining. And we hereby 
enjoin it upon all merchants of these United States, and 
upon all captains, masters and commanders of ships and 
other vessels, armed or unarmed, sailii^ under our flag, 
as well as all other of our citizens, to acknowledge the 
said Thomas Barclay, and to obey him in his vice con- 
sular quality; praying and requesting our very dear 
great Mend and ally, his Most Christian Majesty, his 
governors and other officers whom it may concern, to 
permit the said Thomas Barclay fully and peaceably to 
enjoy the said office, without giving, or suffering to be 

> TUfl report, in the writing of James Lovell and Charles Thomson, Is in the Paper* 
<^Su CotMntntal Congtat, No. 19, VI, foUo 581. 
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given, any molestation or trouble to him; but on the 

contrary to afford him all coimtenance and assistance; 

offering to do the same for all those who shall be in like 

manner recommended to us by him. 
In testimony whereof, we have caused these presents 
to be given in Congress, at Philadelphia, this 10th 
day of July, in the year of our Lord, 1781, and in 
the 6th year of our independence. 

instructions to thomas barglat, esquire. 
Sib, 

Herewith you will receive a commission, constituting 
you our vice consul in France, during the absence of 
William Fal&«y, Esquire, our consul, from that king- 
dom, or during the pleasure of Congress. 

You are at liberty to fix your residence at that port 
which may be beet adapted to the execution of the 
powers entrusted to you: for besides your proper vice 
consular functions, you are to rec^ve and forward all 
supplies to be obtained in that kingdom for the use of 
the United States, and to assist in directing our naval 
afffurs. 

You will r^ularly transmit to us accounts of the civil 
and military constitutions of the place where you reside, 
of its advantages for commerce with the world in gen- 
eral, and especially with these United States. 

You will give to our minister plenipotentiary in 
France such observations as you may from time to time 
make, or obtain, tending to promote, through him, the 
service of your country. You will receive from America, 
according as good opportunities present, funds for the 
dischai^ of your duties as our commercial agent; but 
at your first arrival, fuid in cases of absolute necessity, 
3rou are authorised to draw upon our minister plenipo- 
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tentiary in France, taking care always to ^ve him early 
notice of such necessities, that he may aid you from 
funds procured on our account, without doii^ injury to 
oin* other concerns. You may also draw, under Uke 
circumstances, upon other fimds which you shall know 
to have been procured for us in Europe. 

You are hereby authorised and instructed to call for 
any property belon^g to these United States, and now 
in the hands of any persons who have acted as agents 
for us in France, so that you may obtain a compre- 
hensive view of oiu- effects there, and may confxive the 
best modes of transmitting them to America. 

You will also carefully attend to such instructions as 
we shall from time to time communicate to you, either 
directly or through our ministers plenipotentiary. 
Done at Philadelphia, the 10th day of July, in the 
year of our Lord, 1781, and in the 6th year of our 
independence. By the United States in Congress 
assembled.^ 
A letter, of 6, from General Washington, was read.' 
Revived, That the thanks of Congress be ^ven to the 
hon. Samuel Huntington, late President of Congress, in 
testimony of their approbation of his conduct in the chur 
and in the execution of public bu^ess. 

Mr. S[amuel] Johnston laid before Coi^ress an account 
delivered to him by Mr. Hitzheimer for keeping his horse in 
the public stables: 

' Thia report, in the writing (rf Qeoige Bond, is in tbe Popov of tht Contuwntol 
Cangnu, No. 2S, I, folio 431. A copjr tA the instnictiona ia in No. 137, 1, fdio 769. 

The Commianon and Instructions to Thomas Barclay were entered only in the 
maanscript Secret Journal, Foreign ASturs, and in Secret Journal, No. 4. A cc^y 
is in Secret Journal, No. A, Vol. III. It was entered in No. 4 by Qeorge Bond. 

> This letter is in the Pap<r« of the Cmtintnbd Congrm, No. 162, X, fdlo 169. It 
fa printed in the IFritinfi of WaMnfion (Foid), IX, 296. 
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Ordered, That it be transmitted to the Board of Treasury, 
and that it be chai:ged to the account of the State of North 
Carolina. 

Ordered, That Mr. S[anmel] Johnston have leave of absence. 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY ii, 1781 

A memorial from MonsT Marbois, charge des affaires of 
France in the absence of the Minister, was read } 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [James] 
Madison, Mr. [Geoi^] Partridge. 

A letter, of this day, from Thomas Hutctuns, was read, 
«gnif}ring his acceptance of the office of geographer to the 
soutl^m army.^ 

Restdved, That the geographer to the main army, and also 
the geographer to the soutlwn army, be stiled " Geographer 
to the United States of America," and commissioned and 
considered as such; and that they eontinuo with tbo gmy 
t o Triaeb tboyofo - fe B p e otiyoly oooignod 00 long o a their 
BOFviooB ofo noQOQOftFy thopoin perform such services as the 
Commander in Chief, and commanding officer of the south- 
em army, may judge necessary to assign them respectively. 

Ordered, That so much of Mr. Hutchins* letter as relates 
to a covered waggon, Ac. be referred to the Board of War. 

A petition of Lieutenant Colonel S. Bush was read: ' 

Oni^vd, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

' Uubou'a memorul, dftted Iviy 9, 1781, Is printed in the Diplomatic Corrttpond- 
enee of At Antriean Revobition (Whuton), IV, 553. 

* Tbia letter is in UiePapowq/'tftc Ctmtinmtid Congrat, No. 60, folio 161. 

■ This petition, d»ted July, 1781, is in tbe Paptn <4 H»» Continentai Congrat, No. 
42, 1, foUo 258. 
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A report horn, the Board of War waa read; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd of Wab Jvly ll'*' 1781 
Present AP Fetets 

Colonel GrayBon 
General Cornell 
The Board having taken into conaderation the letter of the 12"' 
into, from Major General fiteuben referred to them from Congress. 
Beg leave to report, 

Ordered, That the Board of War be authorised to draw a 
warrant on the paymaster general in favour of Captain Du 
Ponceau, aid de camp to Major General Steuben for eight 
hundred and eighty-ei^t dollars in bills of the new emission 
on account of his pay, for which simi he is to be accoxmtable.' 
The committee to whom waa referred the letter, of 9th, 
from the Buperintendant of finance dehvered in a report, 
which was agreed to. 

On the report of the committee, consisting of Mr. 
[John] Mathews, lAr. [Daniel] Carroll and Mr. [John] 
Sullivan, to whom was referred a letter of the 9th, from 
the superintendant of finance: 

Resolved, That Congress approve of the superintendant 
of finance undertaking the negotiation of loans either in 
Spain or Portugal, in conjimction with Mr. Jay, on the 
most advantageous terms the same can be obtained; 

That Mr. Jay be authorised to send Mr. Carmichael 

to IJsbon, on the plan proposed by the superintendant 

of finance; provided Mr. Jay shall be of opinion his 

presence in Spain can at the time be dispensed with.' 

On motion of A&. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer, one of 

the m^nbers of the Board of Admiralty: 

> This report ia in th« Paper* t^ Hit Continmtai Conyrew, No. 148, II, lolio 27. 

' Thu report wm entered only in the manuacript Secret Journal, Foreign ASain, 
■nd in Secret Joomnl, No. 4. It waa entered in No. 4 by George Bond. A copy is in 
Secret Journal, No. 6, Vol. III. The draft ia in the Papen qfUte ContincnJoI Congreu, 
No. 31, folio 321, and is in the writing of John Uathews. 

89882* —TOL 2»— 12 ^30 
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Resolved, That the Mgate TrumbuU be put under the 
direction of Mr. MorriB, superintendant of finance, for such 
service aa he may judge necessary; and that the captain of 
the said frigate receive and obey the orders and instructions 
pven to him by the said superintendant. 

The report of the committee, Ijconsisting of Mr. Sullivan, 
Mr. Vamum, Mr. Bland, || on the memorial and other papers 
of Baron D'Arendt, was taken into consideration, namely, 
that part irherein they report that it may be proper to 
resolve, 

The committee to whom was referred the Memoml and other papeis 
of the Baron d'Arendt beg leave to report. 

That the Baron d'Arendt entered the serrice eariy in 1777. That 
he served in the army of the United States with great zeid and fidelity, 
until the 18^ Day of August 1778 when he obtained leave of absence 
to return to Europe for the purpoee of curing a wound received by a 
fall from faia horse. That when he was about returning to America, 
M( Vmiiam Lee then Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States to 
the Court of Beriin, employed the Baron to transact some busirues 
for these states at that Court and as soon aa this was completed he 
returned to America and is now ready to join the army. If Congress 
think proper to continue him in service it may be proper to resolve, 

That the Baron d'Arendt be continued in the service of the United 
States, with his former rank ; that the Board of Treasury settle with 
him for his pay and depreciation up to this time; and that he repair 
to the Army and receive his instructions from the Commander in Chief. 

But should Congress be of opinion that the Baron d'Arendt cannot 
be continued in service consistent with the late arrangement of the 
army, it may be proper to reeolve, 

That the Baron d'Arendt be allowed his pay and depreciation up 
to the first day of January last and that from that time he receive his 
half pay in the same manner as other officen reduced by the late 
arrangement. 

But should Congress be of opinion that the Baron d'Arendt cannot 
at present be considered as a reduced officer on half pay, it may be 
proper to resolve, 
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That Uie Board of Treasury settle with the Baron D'Arendt 
for his pay and depieciation, up to the first day of January, 
1781; 

And that he be entitled to such future pay and emolu- 
ments as may be allowed by Congress to other foreign officers 
in nmilar circumstances.* 

A question being tal^n on the first part: passed in the 
affirmative. 

On the second part the previous question was moved by 
the State of Connecticut, seconded by the State of Georgia; 
and on the question to agree to the previous question, the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. T[homas] Smith. 



New Hamfthire, 






Mwn/Und, 






Mr. SuffiTui, 


no 




Mr. Jenifer, 


no 




liTermore, 


no 


no 


Carroll, 


no 


no 


Muaachvieia, 






Potta, 


ay 




Mr. LoTeU, 


no 




Vir^ma, 






Partridge, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Jones, 


•T 




Osgood, 


ay 




Madison, 


ay 


ay 


Rhodt lOmtd, 






Bland, 


DO 




Mr. Vamum, 


no 


• 


North CanKtM, 






OmtieeHeia, 






Mr. Sharpe, 


ay 


* 


Mr. BUsworth, 


»y 




Souih Carolina, 






Sherman, 


V 


ay 


Mr. Mathews, 


no 










Motte, 


no 


no 


Mr. Montgomeiy, 


no 




E-releigh, 


no 




Clymer, 


no 


no 


Oargia, 






T. Smith, 


no 




Mr. Few, 


ay 




DeZounre, 






Howly, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Rodney, 


no 










McKean, 


no 


no 









So it passed in the negative. 

On the question to agree to the main question, the yeas 
and naya being required by Mr. [John] Sullivan, 

> This Toport, in die writiiig of Jdha BuDiTOi, ii ia Qie Paptn <^ Ou Omimmtal 
Congrat, No. 19, II, folio IS. 
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NewEampHwe, 






JlaryUaid, 






Mr. SuUivMi, 


»y 




Mr. Jenifer, 


•y 




Livermore, 


ay 


ay 


CarroU, 


«y 


ay 


MoMockuaetta, 






Potta, 


ay 




Mr. Lovell, 


ay 




VxrgMa, 






Partridge, 


«y 


»y 


Mr. Jones, 


ay 




Osgood, 


no 




Madison, 


«y 


«y 


m«delilmi, 






Bland, 


*y 




Mr. Vamum, 


ay 


« 


North Carolina, 






Omiiedieirf, 






Mr. Sliarpe, 


•y 


• 


Mr. Elbworth, 


«y 


div. 


Soalh CaroHna, 






Shemuin, 


no 


Mr. Mathews, 


»y 










Mott«, 


«y 


ay 


Mr. Montsomei;, 


•7 




Ereleigh, 


•y 




Clymer, 


ay 


«y 


flsorjia. 






T. Smith, 


ay 




Mr. Few, 


ay 




DdatDare, 






Howly, 


•y 


«y 


Mr. H/.dney, 


•y 










McEean, 


•yl 


*y 









So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Whereas the Baron D'Arendt, cannot, consistent with the 
arrangement of the army made in October last, and which 
took effect in January 1781, be considered in the service of 
these states ance that time, nor at present be allowed half 
pay, in the same manner as was allowed to officers reduced 
by that arrangement,' 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury [settle with the Baron 
D'Arendt, for his pay and depreciation, up to the said 1st 
day of January, 1781 ; and that he be entitled to such future 
pay and emoluments, as may be allowed by Congress to 
other foreign officers in similar circumstances. 

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon, 

"ThiB pAisgnph, in the writing of Jolrn SuUiwi, ia in thaPap<rfo/fAc OonfinmtoJ 
ConuTM, No. 19, II, foUo IS. 
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At a Boasd of Wab July a», 1781 

Fnsent Mr Fetera 

Colonel Orayson 
General Coroell 

The Board have been bonoied vith a reference from CongreBa of 
the Memorial of Jesse Brown and a direction to take order thereon, 
and beg leave to inform Congress that they hare no means of pro- 
ciuring payment, it being improper to draw on the Paymaater General 
for any matter unconnected with the Army, and indeed any wairant 
upon bim would not be productive. They therefore return the 
memorial to Congress and suggest that a reference to the Treasury 
Board, or the Superintendant of Finance might possibly put M'' Brown 
in a way of obtaining bis request.* 

Ordered, That the letter, of 10th, from Jesse Brown, be 
referred to the Board of Treasury to take order.]' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Qock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY. JULY 12, 1781 

A letter, of 11, from Mr. Huntington, late Premdent, waa 
read; 

Ordered, That the vote of thanks, and this letter in answer 
thereto be published. 

A letter of this day from Mr. Ijewis, a commissioner of the 
Board of Admiralty, was read, requesting leave to resign: ' 

Ordered, That the same, together with the report of the 
Board of Admiralty respecting A. Murray, be referred to the 
committee on the report from the said Board on a letter, of 
3, from Captain J. P. Jones. 

The Admiralty Board to whom the Memorial of Alexander Murray, 
and a letter which accompanied it, bom Capt. James Nicholson were 
referred, beg leave to Report, 

"rhiflnportiainth«Paper>4/(Ai ContinaOdl Congnu, No. US, II, fi^o 23. 

* The poftian in bnckets vu entered by Oearga Bond. 

* Himtiiigtaii'B letter is in the Paptri of IM Con^nuKtal Ccmgreu, No. 7S, XII, 
folio IB&j Lewia'a is in No. 78, XIV, foUe 446. 
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That it appears from said memorial and letter that the memorialist 
had been promised by M? Hancock who was chairman of the Marine 
Committee, and several other Membeis of Congress the rank of a 
Lieutenant in the Navy of the United States — and it further appears 
from ConTersation with persons acquainted with him, that he is a 
man of merit and well skilled in mariae affaire. 

The Board therefore recommend Alexander Murray as a person 
entitled to the Rank of Lieutenant in the Navy of the United States 
of America, and that a Comnusaion should issue accordingly. 

AnMnLiLTr Ofpics 

18^ June mt.^ 

The committee of the week made report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a letter of N. Denison be referred to the 
Boanl of War.' 

A motion was made by the del^ates of Georgia: 

Ordered, That it be r^erred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

On the application of the hon. S[amuel] Huntington, one 
of the dele^tes for the State of Connecticut; 

Ordered, That a warrant issue in his favor on the treasurer, 
for one hundred and thirty-three dollars, and one-third of a 
dollar, specie, to be charged to the said State, in part pay- 
ment for the schooner Spy, furnished by the said State for 
the use of the United States, and lost in their service.' 

A report from the Board of War was read : 

At a Boabd of Wak Jvly IX^ 1781. 
Pieeent M' Peters 

Ool. Grayson 

General Cornell 
Agreed to ref>ort to Congress. 

That the Board of war be authorised and directed to draw a war- 
rant on the Paymaster General in favor of Colonel David Hall of the 

■ This leport ia in tlie Paptn of the Gmtinmtal Congrtu, No. 37, lolio 487. 

■ This letter, dated June 13, 17S1, u in the Papen of the Ctmtimmtid Cmgnu, No. 
78, VII, (olio 895. 

* This rapoit, in the writing of Oliver EllBwortli, ia in Uie Paper* qf the QmHnental 
t. No. 20, 1, hiio 273. 
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Delaware Regiment for twelve hundred tmd forty dollars in bills of 
the new emissions on account of his pay, for which sum he is to be 
accountable.* 

Ordered, That it be re-committed, that the Board may 
report specially. 

The committee, ||confflsting of Mr. V^Dum, Mr. Madison, 
Mr. Partridge,!! to whom was referred the memorial &omMr. 
Marbois, chai^ des affaires of France, delivered in a report; 
Whereupon, it was resolved as follows: 

Whereas it has been represented to the United States in 
Congress assembled, that there are many French seamen, 
subjects of his Most Christian Majesty, in the United States, 
employed on board armed and other vessels in the service of 
the said states, or the citizens thereof; and, whereas ^e 
Comto do BoCTfta - e wjMnn B ding - bia oaid Mnjooty'a sqimd 
fon in tbo ■e oae- e l - febo om4 Unitod S t ft toa ba^ f 0jffeo e & t o 4 
it has also been represented, that the said seamen are neces- 
sary for completely manning the squadron under the Coimt de 
Barras: It ia thorc^oro - O f do f od-^ ftt All officers, th^e- 
fore, commanding armed or other vessels under commis- 
sions from the United States in Congress assembled, axe 
hereby ordered and directed immediately to deliver to the 
said Coimt de Barras, or to any person or persons by 
him appointed to receive the same, all French seamen, sub- 
jects of his said Majesty, who are or may be entered on board 
their vessels respectively; and if any officer, commissioned as 
aforesaid, shall n^lect or refuse complying with this order, 
he shall forfeit his commission, and be subject to such other 
punishment as to right shall appertain; and it is earnestly 
recommended to the l^slatures and executives of the sev- 
eral states, to give effectual aid and support for the executing 
this order, and also for deliveiing to the Count de Barras, all 

■'nu>i^>ortuhithePap«raq/'U< CoTttmtnial CangreM, No. 148, II, folio 31. The 
indoiMm«iit Myi Uwt oi July 13 it ms taken op and paned ia the negMave. 
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French seamen as aforesaid, that may be otherwise emplo3red 
within their respective jurisdictions.* 

Congress proceeded to the election of a commissary general 
of military stores; and, the ballots being taken, Samuel 
Hodgdon was elected, having been previously nominated by 
iSi. [Richard] Howly. 

A mot^n was made by Mr. [James] Madison, sec- 
onded by Mr. [John] Mathews, That the commission 
and instructions for n^otiating a treaty of commerce 
between these United States and Great Britain, given 
to the honourable John Adfuns on the 29 day of Sep- 
tember, 1779, be and they are haieby revoked.* 
Resolved, That the Commisaion and inatructiona for n^^ociating s 
Treaty of Commerce between the U. States and Q. Britain given 
to J. Adams Elsq- on the day of be and they are hereby 

revoked. 

That the Ministers Flenipotentiaiy for n^ociating a Treaty of 
Peace, be and they are hereby instructed to admit into such Treaty 
no stipulations on the part of the U. States in favor of the Commerce 
of G. Britain unless s uob s tipula tie Dfl the same shall be a b a olutoly 
necessary to obtain the proposed peace; and that in case of sucL 
necessity, they use their most strenuous endeavours to obtain in 
consideration thereof an explicit stipulation on the part of O. B. to 
the U. S. of the right of the latter to fish on the Banks of Newfound- 
land &c. as stated in the instructions of Congress of the day 
of relative to a Treaty of Commerce, of their Claim of Territory 
as stated in the Ultimatum of Congress on that subject in their 
instructions of the day of , relative to a Treaty of Peace; 
and also to obtain a relinquishment of any ^aims demands which 
may be made by O. Britain of the readmiasion of the persons or 
restitution of the property of those who have abandoned or been 
banished from any one of the United States.* 

*Hui«pcitt, in the vriting of JstncaHitdidlVuimin, tain the i*ap<n(/ Of Can- 
immtal CongnMi, No. 25, 1, folio 463. 

> This motion and th« vote following were entered only in the nuuiiucript Secret 
Journal, Foieign ASain, ind in the Man Secrst Jonmal. 

* This motion, in the writing of Jamee Madison, is in tlie Paper* of Ae Oonttnantal 
Congrett, No. 36, IV, folio 367. It is undated, and is indorsed hy Samuel nunt- 
ii^^n aa having been mconded by Ifr. Sharps. Another diaft of the instructioD, 
also in Madison's writing, is on folio 3fi7. 
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On the question to agree to this, the yeas and na}^ 
beii^ required by Mr. [Geo^] Partridge — 



Sev) Etmjmhv-e, 






Vfeyini., 




Mr. LiTennore, 


no 


• 


Mr. Jones, 


ay 


Uutadiwiem, 






Madison, 


ay 


Mr. Partridge, 


no 




Bland, 


ay 


Osgood, 


no 




XorthOarolma, 




Blude 7<bn2, 






Mr. Shmpe, 


ay 


Mr. Vamimi, 


»7 


• 


Johnston, 


ay 


OonrhecHeui, 






SollA Odrdlma, 




Mr. Ellsworth, 


no 




Mr. Mathews, 


ay 


Sherman, 


no 


no 


Bee, 


ay 


Peimm/lvania, 






Mbtte, 


ay 


Mr.Monlgomeiy, 


»y 




BToloigh, 


ay 


ajmer. 


•y 


ay 


Georffut, 




T. Smith, 


ay 




Mr. Walton, 


ay 


Dttmart, 






Few, 


ay 


Mr. Rodney, 


ay 




Howly, 


ay 


McEean, 


•y 


ay 






Um/laiti, 










Mr. Jenifer, 


no 








Carroll, 


•y 


ay 






Potts, 


«y 









So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, JULY 13. 1781 

A letter, of 5, from the govranor of the State of New York 
waaread: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on his letter 
of the 1st. 

A manorial of Bichard Mercer was read: ' 

> Thii letter is in the Papen qftlm Conliimtal Omgrm, No. 97, II, folio 412. 
* This meninul i> in the Papen t^&t OmtmatUd Congrtu, No. 41, VI, folio 243. 
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Ordered, That the same, so far as it respects his arrears 
of pay, be referred to the Board of War to take order. 

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, seconded by 
Mr. [Roger] Shaman: 

Ordered, That the Board of War prepare estimates for 
three months' pay to the army and lay the same before Con- 
gress, that warrants may issue in favour of the paymaster 
accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. [Isaac] 
Mott«, 

Resolved, That the Board of War direct rations to be fur- 
nished to the prisoners lately exchanged, and their families, 
who have already arrived, or may hereafter arrive in this 
city from Charlestown, Savannah, or St. Augustine, until the 
further orders of Congress; 

That the Board of War order a return to be made of the 
number of such persons as shall so draw rations, except the 
continental officers and their families, that a prop^ account 
may be kept of the same. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded 
by Mr. [John] Mathews, on the same subject: 

Whereas, great numbers of the weU affected Znhabitaiita of the 
States of South Carolina and Geor^ after having experienced every 
epecieB of barbarity from the British in whose power they have been 
since the reduction of part of those States by the Enemy are at 
length released from captivity by exchange and arrived in Philadelphia, 
stript of every comfort and destitute of the means of subsistence; 
Congress have thought proper to 

Retdve, That it be recommended to the States of Maryland, Dela- 
ware, Peonsjlvania, N Jersey, N York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island and New Hampshire to set on foot subscriptions and 
contributions from all charitably disposed persons to fuSord such 
relief to them as their distressed situation requires, and to transnoit 
from time to time the monies so collected to the Superintendant of 
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finance to be administered by him for their relief under the direction 
of Congress.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five: 

The members, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [George] 
Clymer, Mr. I^amuel] O^ood, Mr. [John] Mathews, and Mr. 
[Iteniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer: 

Ordered, The committee confw with the president and 
supreme executive council of the State of Fensylvania. 

The Board of War, to whom the petition of Lieut^iant 
Colonel S. Bush was referred, report; 

That providon is made for the memorialist by the acts of 
Congress of 26 August, 1776, and the 25 of September, 177S, 
until such time as his service may be wanted in the corps of 
invalids which appears at this time unnecessary and alto- 
gether inadmissible:' 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

The committee to whom was re-committed the report on 
the letter, of 25 November, 1780, from General Sullivan, 
delivered in a report.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

■ Thia motion, in the writing ol Theodorick Bland, ii in die Paptn qf&t OondimUail 
Congret*, No. 36, 1, folio 206. 

* This report i« ill the Pap«n q^ tJU Cbnfuuntot Conyreu, No. 148, II, folio 3S. 

* The following report, in the writing of John IfathewB, was delivered and read on 
this day. Itiain thePapanqf Oc CaaHiujUal Congrat, No. 28, folio 47. 

The Committee to whom waa idened die moticoi of Col«ie] Bland 

Report, 

That it be recommsnded to the States ol New Hampabiie, MaasacfauMtta, Camnecti' 
cut, Rhode laland, New York, New Jersey, Fenaylvanio, Delaware and Maryland to 
set on foot a aubscripti<m in their respective States, for the relief of the ptiaonerB lately 
exdianged and arrived in thia City from Charles Town, Savanna and 8* Augustine, 
the money to be paid into the hands of the loan officers of the respective States, to be 
by diem transmitted to the Board of war, and by them distributed in proper propor- 
tions ftnMTffip euch persons and their bmilies who dl^ apply for Uie same. 

A letter, ol this day, bom the Board of War, enclosing copies of the Board's letten 
a Oeneial Wishlngtim and Governor LivlnBiton, and their answers was read, aa the 
ItieinthePajMntt^Os CSmtmmftU CbnyrvM, No. 148, 1,foUo40B. 
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MONDAY, JULY i6, 1781 

A letter, of IS June, from the governor of Massachusetts, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the letter 
from the general assembly of that State. 

An act passed by the general assembly of the Common- 
wealth of Virginia, empowering the United States in Congress 
assembled, to levy a duty of five per cent, on imports and 
prizes, was read.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed 
to pr^>are an ordinance for collecting the said duty. 

Mr. Edmund Randolph, a del^ate for the State of Vir- 
ginia, attended and produced the credentials of his appoint- 
ment, which were read, as follows: 
ViBoiNiA TO wn 

In General Asseicblt, iJu 14^. cfjwu 1781. 

Resolved that Edmund Randolph Esqf, be appointed a Del^ate 
to represent this Commonwealth in Congress un^ the first Monday 
in November next, in the room of Benjamin Harrison Esquire who 
hath resigned. 

Abohibald Cakt 8. 8. 
Behj Habbison Sp S D 

Attest. 

John Becklbt C. h. d.* 

A letter, of 13 June, from Sam' Paraons at Martineque 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Geoi^] Clymer, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, 
Mr. [John] Sullivan. 

Another letter, of 13 June, from the same. 

A letter firom the Hon^ John Jay, dated Madrid, April, 
1781, was read, accompanied with a dupUcate of Doctor 

■ T1>u act Is in the Papen qflht ConiinfMal Cimgnu, No. 76, folio 359. 

■ 'Hie wiginat ia in the Paptn c^ Ott CvnUnmbd Gongreu, Viiginift, Ondaniait of 
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Franklin's letter, of 12 March, 1781, together with copies of 
sundry intercepted lettere:' 

Ordered, That extracts of the intercepted letters, so far 
as they relate to military plans, be transmitted to the Com- 
mands in Chief and commanding office in the southern 
department; and 

That the said letters be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, >&. [Thomas] 
Bee, Mr. [Joseph] Jones: 

That the letter from Mr. Jay be referred to the Committee 
of Foreign Affairs. 

A letter, of 9 April, firom the hon**"" John Laurens was 
read.' 

A memorial of Captain Joseph Elliot, of the first South 
Carolina raiment, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War; and 
that the Board of War take order for affording such relief to 
the officers of the United States, lately returned and return- 
ing from captivity in Charleston, as theu* circumstances may 
require, and the finances will admit. 

A letter, of this day, &om F. I. S. de Brahme, major of 
engineers, was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

> Jfty's letter, d>tod April 26, is printed in tlie Diplomatio Corrttpondenet of Ou 
Amtrioan. RmoXutwn (Wharton), IV, 384 ; Fianklin's, of Much 12, ii on page 281. 

*TluB letter, partlj' in cipW, is in the Fapert of tite Ctmtincntol CongretM, No. 
165, 1, folio 99, and inclosed extiacts from intercepted letters. It is printed in the 
DipkmatK Catrevpondenet of the American Revolution (Wharton), IV, 366, The fol- 
lowing motion, undated, in tlie writing of John Uathewi, ia in the Paper* of At 
Ctmtwuntal Congreee, No. 36, IV, folio 341: That copies of the intercepted letters 
forwarded to Congress b^ Colonel Laurens so hr aa they relate to the track of 
. country commonly called Vermont be immediately transmitted to the Oovemors <rf 
New York and New Hampsbire. This wbb "moved and seconded to postpone" as 
a note ahows. 

* This memorial ia in the Paper* of the Continental Consfn**, No. 41, III, folio 67. 

* This letter is In the Paper* of the CmtineMai Congrae, No. 78, IV, folio 237. 
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A remonstrance of Dan' Roberdeau was read. 

A letter, of this day, from Brigadier General Mcintosh, 
was read:' 

Whereupon, it was moved by Mr. [James Bfitchell] Vammn, 
seconded by [Mr. Rc^er] Sherman, that the resolution of 
Congress of the 15 day of February, 1780, respecting 
Brigadier General Mcintosh, be, and the same is hereby 
repealed. 

To which it was moved by Mr. [George] Walton, seconded 
by Mr. [Richard] Howly, to add, by way of amendment, 
" except so far as restrains him from taking command in the 
State of Georgia." 

On the question to agree to the lunendment, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [George] Walton, 



New EamptJiire, 






Mirylani, 


Mr. SuIliTui, 


no 




Mr. Jenifer, 


LiTermore, 


no 


no 


CarroU, 


JCuaocAuutta, 






Potts, 


Mr. Purtridgo, 
Osgood, 
Bhodtltland, 


no 
no 


no 


Mr. Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 
M. Smith, 


Mr.Vamum, 


no 


• 


Oonneetieut, 
Mr. laisworth, 


no 




Bandolph, 
SotUk OartMna, 


Sherman, 


no 




Mr. Malhem, 








Bee, 


Mr. Montgomair, 


no 




Motte, 


Cljmer, 


no 


no 


Ereleigh, 


T. Smith, 


no 




SeoTiWi, 


Dekncare, 






Mr. Walton, 


Mr. McKeim, 


no 


• 


Howly, 



So it passed in the negative. 

' Bobeideau'B remonatzance, dated J11I7 9, 1781, ia in the j. apen c/ the QcmtintjMl 
Cangrm, No. 41, VIII, teUo 310; Mclntodi'a letter la In No. 162, folio 301. 
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Od the question to agree to the nuun question; resolved 

in the affirmative. 
A letter, of 16, from Godtiied Swartz, was read : * 
Ordered, That It be referred to the Board of War. 
A memorial of Geoi:ge Melven was read : 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, ifr. [Geoige] Walton, 

Mr. [Daniel] Carroll. 
A memorial of Archi McClean, in behalf of Mary Meem, 

was read:' 
Orda^, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 
A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab Office July 13^, 1781 
Sib, 

M&jor Pair who is Appointed to command the Kiflemen to be 
raised to cooperate with the Main Army against New York, baB 
represented to the Board, that neither himgelf or officers can posubly 
proceed upon the recruiting business, unless thej are assisted with 
an adTance of money for their unavoidable expences, in the execution 
of that duty. 

The board therefore beg leave to report. 

Ordered, That the Board of War be authorised to draw a 
warrant on the paymaster general in favour of Major James 
Parr, for twelve hundred dollars specie on account of pay for 
the officers of his corps, any resolution to the contrary not- 
withstandii^, for which sum the said Major Parr is to be 
accountable.* 

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

> This letter ia in the i>op«ri <^iU Oimtfnmial Cmgrm, No. 78, TTXX, folio 87. 

* Helven'a memorial, dated Jul; 16, 1781, ia fn the Paftn <4 At CbMutantoJ Om- 
gttu. No. 41, VI, folio 247; McOeaD'a ia on foUo 2U. 

* TtM report ia in the Faptn of the ContinaOal Oongnu, No. 148, II, talio 43. It 
gLTea the amount aa 6,900 dollua new e 



dbjGoogle 



764 Journals of Congress 

At a BoiKD OF Wak Jvly 16. 1781 
Present — Col. Orayson 

General Cornell 
The Board from the frequent applications of the officers of the 
Army on parole for liberty to draw their rations and the total pro- 
hibition contained in the Act of Congress of the 19*^ of May 1778 on 
that subject, find themselTea under the necessity of repenting the 
following resolution for the considerstion of Congress: 

Resolved, That the Board of War, Cominander in CMef, 
and commanding officer of a separate army, be, and they 
are hereby empowered to order rations to be delivered to 
such officers on parole as they shall think proper, the resolu- 
tion of the 19 of May, 1778, notwithstanding.' 

Another report from the Board of War was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [Joseph] 
Jones, Mr. [John] Sullivan. 

The del^ates of Massachusetts laid before the United 
States in (Congress assembled a resolution passed by the 
I^islature of that State in General Assembly, March 8th, 
1781.' 

A letter, of 30th April, from R. Harrison at Cadiz was 
read, enclosing bills of lading for sundry merchandize by the 
ship Thomas Edv^ Tyler: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Com- 
merce. 

The committee of the week: 

Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, Mr. 
[Nicholas] Eveleigh. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

' TtdB report ia in th« Paper* of tht Coniiitttaal Cmgnu, No. 148, II, fdio 39. 
* A copi^ ci tluB raaolutioD is in the Papen of the Continerual Congrtte, No. W, II, 
lolio4C>. 
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TUESDAY, JULY 17, 1781 

A letter, of 9th June, from Major General Greene, wss 
read, with sundry papra^ enclosed, relative to the suiTender 
of fort CornwalliB and Augusta in Georgia: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Conunittee of 
Intelligence. 

Another letter, of 9 June, from General Greene, was read ; * 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, Mr. [John] Mathews, 
Kb*. [James] Madison. 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of Admiralty delivered in a report, which was taken 
into consideration; and thereupon, 

The Committee to whom were referred the Reports from the Board 
of Admiralty of the 18 of June and 6"' of July, b^ leave to submit to 
the Hon'ble Congress the following Sesolutions: 

Reserved, that all commissions heretofore granted by the Mimsters 
of these United States at Foreign Comts or any of them having been 
granted for temporary purposes, are to be considered as temporaty 
Brevets, and not giving rank in the Navy or Marine of these States, 
and that therefore all such commissions be and are hereby revoked. 

Resolved, that 'William Nicholson be appointed a Lieutenant of 
Marines in the serrice of the United States. 

Resolved, that Bichard Dale, Muacow Levingston and Alexander 
Murray be appointed Lieutenants in the Navy in the Service of the 
United States, and that Commissions be issued accordingly. 

Resohed, that none of the officers above named be entitled to pay 
or subsistence from their respective Commissions until they shall be 
called into actual service. ■ 

Resolved, That William Nicholson be appointed a lieu- 
tenant of marines in the service of the United States: 

■ One letter of Hh b in the Papen ufAe Contineiuai Omgren, No. 1S6, II, folio 113; 
the other is on folio 123. 

* This report, in the writing of Daald al St. lliomu JcDlfer, ii in the Papcn qfOt 
ContmtntiU Congrm, No. 28, fdio 141. 
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Ordered, That the remainder be re-committed. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 12, 
from F. Lewis, a commissioner of the Board of Admiralty, 
delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Reeolvedf That the resignation of the said Frauds Ijewis 
be and it is hereby accepted; 

O f That the miniato f- of-fin a noo fee authoriaod and 
difoetod fco liqiiidato the onid Fwmoift Lowio' aooounto and 
to toiko ofdof thwoin. ' 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Board of War be authorised to draw 
on the paymaster general in favour of Captain Patrick Cams 
of Lieutenant Colonel Lee's legion, for two hundred and ten 
dollars in bills of the new emis^on; ' and of Doctor Morris, 
surgeon of Colonel Armand's legion, for two himdred and 
twenty-five dollars in bills aforesaid in part of their pay, and 
for which simas they are respectively to be accountable.' 

A letter, of 10, from General Washii^ton; * 

One, of the same date, from Colonel Pickering, on Colonel 
Miles' estimate of forage to be laid up at Philadelphia; and 

One, of 16, from Sam! Hodgdon, signifying his acceptance 
of the office of commissary general of military stores, were 
read.' 

Wae office Jvly 17. 1781. 
Sm, 

The Board have considered the account of Benjamin Dairell for 
the hire of his vessel for transporting a niuuber of persons who were 
prisoners in the power of the enemy from Charleetown to Philadelphia 

■llda report, in the writiiig of Daniel of Bt Thomas Jenifer, lain the Pt^fftq^ifta 
CaiMnenial Omgrat, No. 19, III, folio 517. 

* This clause ia in the PajiaM of the Con^nentai Ckmgrtu, No. 148, 11, folio 49. 

* This clause is in the Paper* oftht Continental QmgrtM, No. 148, II, folio 66. 

* This letter is in the Pa-petM of lh» ContinenUd Congrtu, No. 162, X,- folio 163. 

* Pickwing's letter is in the Paper* of the CcnttncrUal Congreit, No. 192, folio 71; 
Hodgdon'a is in No. 78, XII, folio 1B3. 

A letter of 16th bom the Bonnl of War WM read; it ii In the Popm 0/ (As CoiKAurIbI 
Congrat, No. 136, V, folio 421. 
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and are of opinion that both policy and humanitj requires that eveiy 
assistance ehotild be afforded these unhappy sufferers which the dis- 
tressed Btate of the public finances will admit of. Should Congress 
be of opinion that a sum of money can be spared for this purpose, 
they vill be pleased to resolve, 

"niat be directed to devise ways and means for the 

payment of one hundred and thirty-seven pounds sterling to Benja- 
min Darrell for the hire of his vessel in transporting a number of 
persons who were prisoners in the power of the enemy from Charlee- 
town to Philadelphia.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY i8. 1781 

The committee of the week made report; Wh^«upon, 

Ilie Committee of the week report, that th^ recommend that 
the memorial of Mcholson Broughton stating his military services and 
sufferings in the cause of America and praying for a release of a debt 
of 12 guineas due from him to the United States, and incurred in his 
return from captivity, he having been captured while in a private 
armed Teesel. with tiie papers accompanying the same, be referred 
to the Board of War. 

That the petition of Abijah Hammond, Lieutenant of the third 
regiment of Artillery, praying for leave to go on a voyage to sea for 
the recovery of his health with the papers accompanying the same 
be referred to the Board of War. 

'Hiat the letter of Charles Fettit concerning the completion of the 
plan b^un in May last for the settlement of the accounts of the staff 
departments, and the recommendation of John Stoty as aperaon proper 
to be employed in such settlement be referred to the Bo aw i of TFe as ui y 
[committee appointed for the settlement of the Quarter Masters and 
Commissary's accounts.] 

That the petition of John Story so far as it respects his arreages 
and depreciation of pay be referred to the Board of War and so far 
as it respects his continuing to settle the old accounts with the army 
be referred to the Bo a fd of Tro aa m y [committee]. 

"Thia report la in the f(ipen(i/'a<a»U&MUiiI Oxvnn, Ho. 14S, n, foUb S3. It 
WM rejected Auaiut 23, as the indocMment shows. 
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That the petition of Mi? Hannah lliomas, relict of Brigadier General 
Hiomas, stating her inability to provide for the education of her 
children and praying relief, be refen^ to the Board of War. 

That the petition of Paul Jones praying that his acconnts sgwnst 
the United States may be adjusted by Congrera tt^ther with the said 
accounts be referred to a special Conunittee. 

That the Memorial of Jamee E^ott praying to be allowed hJa pay 
and depreciation as an officer, in the army, be referred to the Board 
of War. 

That the memorial of Duncan Campbell late lieutenant of Col? 
livingston's Raiment praying to be allowed his pay and depreciation, 
be referred to the Board of War. 

Iliat the letter of General Schuyler stating his engagements to the 
builders of the batteaux to be empl<^ed in the present campaign be 
referred to the superintendant of finance. 

That the letter of Lieutenant De Marcellir requesting a furiou^ 
until the next spring and the payment of part of what is due to him 
1^ a bill on Fruice, be referred to the Board of War.* 

Ordered, That a memorial of Captain J. P. Jones with the 
pap^^ accompanying it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Osgood, Mr. [Richard] Potts, 
Mr. [Samuel] Livermore; 

That a letter of 1 from General P. Schuyler be referred to 
the superintendant of finance; 

That a letter from Lieutenant de Marcelles; 

The memorial of James EUiot; 

A petition of Lieutenant Duncan Campbell; 

A petition of Hannah Thomas, relict of the late Major 
General Thomas; 

I This report, In the writing of Edmund Bandolph, except the portibm In bntckets, 
which ue in the writing of Thomas HcKean, is in the Papen ofO>» ConttMntalCim- 
gttt». No. 32, folio 191. 

Btongfaton'B memorial Is in the Papen of the CimtinmLid Congnu, No. 41, 1, toUo 
349; Hvnmond'a petition Is in the TfatKn^imf>ap«r«, 97,foliol23; Fettifa letter 
la in the Pa-pen of the Cotainental Congmt, No. 78, XVIII, folio 419; Story's memo- 
rial, dated July IS, ITSl, is in No. 41, IX, folio 1C3; Hsmuh Thomas's petition, 
dated Hay 25, 1781, is in No. 42, Til, folio 422; Jones's memorial, dated July 17, 
1781, la in No. 41, IV, folio 413; Campbell's memorial, dated July 17, 1781, is in No. 
42, n, folio 110; de Uarcellir's lett«! is in No. 78, XVI, folio 215. 
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A memorial of Nicholson Broughton; and 

A lettOT, of 29 Jtme, from A. Hammond, be referred to the 
Board of War; 

That a letter, of 16, from Cfaa Pettit; and 

A memorial of John Storey, be refeired to the committee 
appointed to devise a plan for settling the accounts of 
quartermaster and commissary general. 

A report from the Board of War, of the 17th, on the letter 
of Major de Brahme, was read: 

At a Boabd or Wab Jvly 17. 1781. 

Present, M' Peters 

Colonel Orajson 
General Cornell 

The Board havlDg received from CoDgreea the letter from Major de 
Brahm requesting four hundred hard dollars and two horses to enable 
him to join the army, and the Board being directed by Congress to 
take order thereon, we beg leave to inform Congress, that there being 
no money witlun Uie power of the Board, it is impracticable to take 
order oUierwise than I^ drawing a warrant on the Paymaster General 
for three nfontha' pay, and reporting an estimate of the value of two 
horses, which must be purchased if Congress mean they should be 
furnished as has heretofore been done for the other engineer from a 
custom not warranted by any resolution of Congress, though probably 
fotmded on motives of policy, the Corps of Engineers being chiefly 
foreigners. 

After the resolution of Congress, that all moniee due from the 
United States shall be paid according to the real value, we made a 
practice of including a sum in paper supposed to be equal to the sum 
in specie, and gave it on Account without designating for how many 
months' pay it was paid and presumed that euch payments would be 
subject to some future settlement; but from some late proceedings, 
we are led to beUeve that it is the sense of Congress, that no more 
than the nominal sum in paper, should be paid under present circum- 
stances. We are therefore so much embarrassed what measures to 
take in this predicament, that we pray the favor of Congress to give 
some explicit directions respecting this matter for our government.* 

■ 11il« raptwt b la Afl PajMri (i^ tA« 0»U&M»AiI Cm^nM, No. 148, II, folio ST. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the report 
from the Board of War of the 16. 

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

Wab Outob July 18^ 1781 
Su, 

The Board b^ leave to lay before Congress, a letter of the S"* 
Instaot from tP OuiUom Aertseo praying that a compensation may be 
allowed him, for transacting the Paymaster's business of this Board 
since the I?"* Febniaty last, at which time M' Carleton was elected 
to the office of Secretary. In justice to the services ood merit of this 
gentleman the Board cannot forbear mentioning their entire appro- 
bation of hia conduct, which has been iavariably manifested in his 
vigilance and steady attachment to the duties of the office. Should 
Congress be of opinion that his serrices in that department entitle 
him to a compensation, they will be pleased to reeolve, 

That ^ Guillam Aertsen an assistant in the Ordnance Office be 
allowed the sum of DoUars specie in addition to his pay 

aa Clerk for transacting the buednees of Paymaster to the Board of 
War and Ordnance, from the 17t Febniaiy last to the 9** Instant 
inclusive. 

Tlie Board further beg leave to report, 

Tliat the office of Paymaster to the Board of War and Ordnance be 
abolished, the exigencies of affairs not rendering a continuation of 
that Department any longer necessary, and that the said Paymaster 
do forthwith prepare his accounts for Uquidation.* 

Resolved, That the office of paymaster to the Board of War 
and Ordnance be abolished; and that the said paymaster do 
forthwith prepare his accounts for liquidation: 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report, so far as relates 
to a compensation to Guillem Alison for transacting the 
business of paymaster to the Board of War and Ordnance 
from 17 February last to the 9th instant be re-committed. 

The report of the committee on the motion of Mr. [Theo- 
dorick] Bland was read : 

■ Tfaii report ia in the Papen of <A« CofUttMnftif Consftm, No. 148, II, folio 59. 
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Ordered, That it be re-committed and that Mr. [Thomas] 
Bee be added to the committee. 

A report from the chamber of accomits, on the accoimts of 
General Sullivan, was laid before Congress: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury; and 
that the Board receive such evidence in support of the claims 
of Mr. Sullivan as shall be satisfactory, and the best which 
drcumstances will admit. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr, 
[George] Walton, 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to pay the 
passages of the several continental officers already arrived, 
and that may hereafter arrive in this city from Charlestown 
and St. Augustine. 

The consideration of the ordinance for establishing a court 
of appeals in eases of capture, was resumed; and, after 
debate, 

An Ordinance, eatablishing a Court for receiving and determining 
finally all Appeals in cases of Capttires. 

Whereas, the United States in Congress Assembled have the sole 
and exclusive right and power of establishing Courts for receivii^ 
and determining finally appeals in all cases of captures; And whereas 
it ia of great importance, that such courts be invested with powers 
sufficient to enable them to answer the purposes of their establishment; 

Be it therefore ordained by the United States in Congress assem- 
______ bled, that a Court be and hereby ia established for 

receiving and determining finally aU appeals in oases of 
c^tore from ihe several courts of a dnun rftyr having jurisdiction in 
such cases within the United States respectively. 

A«4- bo it farthoy ordaia e dt tbat the B> id - Coort ■s hall hold theip 
eommisaion durin g- tb e i f- good beb a yi e oF) t o - b e-a pp e intod and com 
mia s ionod by tho - PDit e d S t a tc e- in Congpo ss noDomblod) a nd to eonsirt 
of throe jud g c s i 

^,,.. CThat the sud court shall consist of three Judges to be 

appointed and Commissioned by the United States in 
Congress Assembled.) 



d by Google 



768 Journals of Congress 

And be - it farthoFOFd aineitT That the Bud Judges or any two oi them, 
shall have full power to hold the said court, and theram 
to hear and determine all couaee, matters and thiiifp 
cognizable in tlie said court. 

And - be i t- f B rtb<» ^ K>Fd w ned, That [each of the said] Judges ahafl 
, , . before be enten on the dutdes of his office, take the fol- 

lowing oath [or affirmation viz.], I, A B. do swear [or 
affirm,] that I will well and f utIifuUy and according to the beat of my 
judgement and ability, execute the Office of a Judge of the Court 
% i - Atyettlfl instituted by the United States in Congress Assembled [for 
receiving and determining all Appeals in cases of capture;] which oath 
shall be administered by [any one of the Judges of the Supreme or 
superior courts in the several states, a certificate of iriiich to be lodged 
with the Secretary of Congress.] 

Amd b e i fc l a rtho r oTdwDodi That the proceedings and dedraona oi 

^___. the said Court, shall be had and made according to the 

Ordinances and regulations of Congress, the law and 

usage of nations, and the general practice of the maritime courts of 

Europe. 

And be it farther ordained, t^t the said court shall appoint its own 
Register or Registers, and Marshal or Marshals, during the pleasure 
of the said court, and that the said Register or Registers, and Marshal 
or Marshals, shall before he or they enter on tlie duties of his or their 
<^ce take such oath of office, and pve such security for the perform- 
ance of his or their duty, as the said court shall order and direct. 

And be it farther ordained, that the said court shall have and it 
hereby has full power and authority to admit and appoint Advocates, 
Proctors, and Appraizeis, and all other officers and aasistuits, inci- 
dent to such courts. 

And be it farther ordained, that the said court shall have and it 
hereby has power and authority to JGne, or to fine and imprison for 
contempts, as also all other poweis and authorities by law or usage 
incident to such courts. 

And be it farther ordained, that in every case of capture, an Appeal 
to the said court shall, if demanded, be allowed by iha several Courts 
of Admiralty in the United States, provided the Appeal be made 
within days after sentence, and good security be likewise 

given by the Appellant or Appellants that he or they will effectually 
prosecute such appeal, and answer, fulfil and perform, whatever shall 
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be awarded, ordered or decreed in the said case by tike Court hereby 
estaUished. 

Prorided always, TbaA in case the party or parties appellate, shall 
give Bufi&cient security before, and to be approved of by one or more 
of the Judges of tiie court hereby establi^ed, to restore the ship, 
Tcssel, goods or effects, concemii^ T^bich sent^ice has been pro- 
nounced or the full Talue thereof to the Appellant or Appellants, if the 
sentence appealed tram shall be reversed, the execution of the sentence 
appealed tram, shall not from the time of giving such security as 
aforesaid, be suspended by reason of such AppeaL 

And be it farther ordained, That in case any person, who was not 
a party in the first instance of the cause, shall interpose an Appeal from 
a sentence given in any Court of Admiralty within the United States, 
such person, or his or her agent, shall at the same time enter his or 
her claim, otherwise such appeal shall be null and void. 

And be it farther ordained that where, from, the distance of place, 
or any other cause not rising from the neglect of the party or partaee 
appellant, it shall appear to the Court of Appeals by this ordinance 
established, that it would be unreasonable to confine the mufcing of 
the appeal witiiin the time her^ before limited, the said court shall 
have, and it hereby has power to receive such appeal at such subse- 
quent tame (not exceeding months) as to the said court shall 
appear reasonable and proper. 

And be it farther ordained, that the said court shall have and it 
hereby has full power and authority to proceed, determine upon, and 
cany into execution, and effect any stipulations entered into before it 
or one or more of the Judges thereof, and stipulations entered into 
before any of the Judges or Courts of Admiralty within the United 
States, for effectually prosecuting appeals, and answering, fulfilling 
and performing the awards, orders and decrees, of the Court of 
Appeal hereby established. 

And be it farther ordained. That the times and places, ^en and 
where the said court shall hold its sessions, shall from time to time 
be declared by resolutions of the United States in Congress Assembled, 
or in case no such resolutions shall be made, shall be appobit«d by the 
Judges of the said court 

And be it farther ordained, that the said court shall have and it 
hereby has power to tax reasonable costs in causes depending before 
or deternuned by it, until otherwise regulated by the United States 
in Congress Assembled. 
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And be it farther ordained, that all Judges, R^jsters, Marshala 
and other officers of the several courts of Admiralty within the 
United States, shall be subject to the rules, orders, and decrees made 
bj ihe Court of Appeals hereby established, in causes depending 
before, or finally determined by the said court. 

And be it farther ordained, that the annual salary of each of the 
Judges of the said Court shall be Spanish milled dollars, 

to be paid out of the treasuiy of the United States in equal quarterly 
payments.* 

Ordered, That it be re-committed: 

That iic. [Edmund] Randolph be added to the committee. 

Resolved, That it be an inetraction to the said committee, 
to prepare and bring in an ordinance for r^ulating the pro- 
ceedings of the admiralty courts of the several states in cases 
of capture, to revise and collect into one body the resolutions 
of Congress and other convenient rules of decision, and to 
call upon the several l^islatures, to aid by necessary pro- 
visions the powers reserved to Congress by the Articles of 
Confederation on the subject of captures from the enemy.' 

The committee, [jconsisting of iSx. McKean, Mr. Ellsworth, 
Mr. Bland, II to whom was referred the motion relative to the 
navy of the United States of America, delivered in a report; 
Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom was referred the motion respecting the 
Navy of the United States of America having considered the same 
agrae to the following Report, viz. 

That for the present an Agent of Marine be appointed by Congress 

who shall direct, fit out, equip and em^oy the several 

^li^,^^ vessels of war belonging to these States (md also ta^ 

order respecting the payment of the officers and crews 

of the same, and moreover take chatge and dispose of all the capturee 

' This report, in the writing of a clerk, except the portion in parentbeaee which 
is in Junee Mitchell Vamom's writing and the pcntiona in bmckete which are in 
Sunnel Huntington's writing, is in the Papen of lie Conlinenlai Congnti, No. 29, 
iolio 394. It is in the list of poetponed repcffta in No. 31, folio 371. 

"ThisreeoIutJon, undat«d, in the writing of Edmund Kandolph, is mibePaptn 
t>S &t Cm^meniak Ctmgreu, No. 29, folio 398. 
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and prizes that have been or shall hereafter be made by the said ressela 
of war or any or either of them.' 

Resolved, That the care of the Marine prisoners heretofore 
entrusted to the Board of Admiralty be transferred to the 
commissary of prisoners under the superintendance of the 
Board of War. 

That the seal of the Admiralty be deposited with the Secre- 
tary of Congress, and that he seal and coimtersign the like 
commifisions as have heretofore been issued by the Board of 
Admiralty by order of Congress, until a Seo^tary of Marine 
shf^ be appomted. 

That all the appcnntmente of the officeis of the Admiralty, the several 
Navy Boards, the Continental Agents in the Marine Department, and 
all persons in authority, or acting under them, be from and after 
the day of next removed (excepting such 

of them as the said Agent of Marine shall think necessaiy to be con- 
tinued, and shall throu^ his recommendation be continued by Con- 
gress) and that from and after the said day of 
next, all oiher duties of the Board of Admiralty, and the authorities, 
powers, privileges and emoluments to the several officers and persona 
above described or to any or either of them given by any former act 
or acts of Congress do cease and determine. 

That the Superintendant of Finance be and he is hereby directed 
to cause the accounts of all and singular the persons aforesaid to be 
settled and adjusted on equitable principles as soon as possible; that 
he appoint one or more auditors for that purpose if he thinks it neces- 
sary; that he cause suits to be conunenced against any person or per- 
sons who shall refuse or n^ect to settle his or their said accounts or 
to pay or deliver over any monies or stores in his or their possession 
belonging to these United States; and that on the adjustments, 
liquidaticms, payments and deliveries as aforesaid he give proper 
acquittances and discharges. 

That the Agent of - Marino bo ttuthoriaed a nd dirootod to fit out 

witf^ -a l ^ po sa iblo dispateh a uoh and 9 o many of the Vo fls ol s of Wbf 

b<Jonging to th « > - Unitod B tfltc e a s s hall bo poquirod of him by -^e 

B ap ew ptond w itof ■ Finaneei - ond-riia t- a B'S OOD -as thoyoFonyof t boai 

' This pangnph, in a modified fonn, waa agreed to Augaat 29. 
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a h a ll - bo fl O ' fit t ednnd eqaipt fo^ e o * tha t thc a F mwiia M o boisyottod 
without lo sB- of time to the BniA 8 up e i i ntopdMit, - wb e- j fr b e w^y -a u t ho^ - 
iaed to givo s ailing ordoronnd insfcroo t ioo fl t o - tbe - CooHnaBdoi ' w Com 
mflndoFO thopoof, to popfopro - B» eh - ¥ e y »g a o r erai s a a s bo s h a ll -dweet 
fop the bopt^t of tho B o^ieo of t be-Pm te d -Ste toai ' h ft being Po s ponW ' 
Me tO ' tft fr Uni t od S tato a in CongPca B iwB cmblod fop this (ottp a offloM 
duty in the name - m a nnep - o s ho ' is fop t he duo ■ porfoimiimio -e^-Ae 
funotioD S of his offioot ond that the anid a g en t f Pom 4 aa e4e- feB e-eb^ 
a nd ogoeute B uoh opdoP B m ho m a y - poooiye f Pom the owd S qpeiintond 
a c t of Finanoe) by apooinl opdop of Con g wM S fop th at' pappo s o, ' wi t h 
Fogopd to fitting O B t t m a oiung and equipping t he o a id - Vo ss el B of - W at ^ 
a nd t ha t-t b e CtHMnand ePs thoFOof obey auob official instruotion sr-wife 
K f pkrd 4 o sa iling) eroisingcPo t uwiin g ) A o., - afl thoy may - in - liho m annep 
Fooeiye fpwn t h e sa id S npewntondant of Finan e O) untill a- Minis tep-ef 
M a rin e s hall - be - appointod by Congpo ss t of untill this o>de> s b aH-be 
FOToh e dby t he United S t a te s in Con g FO BS As fl embledr 

That if at any time in the course of the present year requisitionfl 
shall be made to the Agent of Marine by the Superintendont of 
Finance for any Toyagea or serrices to be perfonned by any of the 
said Ships of War for the purpose of aiding him in such measures as 
he may adopt in the execution of his ofiSce, the Agent of Marine shall 
comply with such requisitions, keeping an account of tlie Toyages oc 
services so performed to be laid before Coi^ress when required.* 

' This report, io the writiiig of Thomaa HcEean, except the pi^on etnick out which 
ia in Theodorick BUnd'a wiitang utd the final ptngnph which ie in tlut of Oliver 
EtlBwortfa, ta io the Papen itfAt CotOmetUal Congrtu, No. 28, folio 147. On folio 151 
^peus tbe following, in the writing of Theodorick Bland: 

That a nixry of dollue pi annum be allowed for the Agent of Uarins 

and that he receive no other fee or emolument whatever for his eervicee in that i^ce. 

That the said agent be allowed to appoint a temporary subagent in any port of the 
United States to take chaige of euch Capturee, prises, goods, vessels ot other things 
beltm^ng In the whole at in part to the United Stales as shaU ccnne to or be coosigned 
to his care, for whose conduct he aball be responsible, and may make the subagent so 
^ipointed such allowance for his trouble as he the said agent shall think reasonable 
not exceeding per cent on the net gales to be paid on a fair adjustment and 

payment of the net proceeds into the Treasury of the United States or to the order 
of Congress, or of the Supraintendant of Finance to whom a certified copy of all such 
accounts is to be returned and lodged in his office within fourteen days after the sties 
are completed. 

That the nid Agent of Uarine AaH be allowed one Clerk whose sakt7 shall be 
dollars per annum to BseiBt himinkeeping the accounts, books, Ac. apper- 
taining to the Department. 
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Ordered, That the farthw consideratioD of the report be 
postponed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, JULY 19, 1781 

A letter, of 20 June, from Major General Greene; and 
A letter, of Sth July, from Major General Marquk de la 
Fayette, with sundry papers enclosed, were read : 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Comnuttee of Intelli- 
gence, and afterwards to the committee on the letter, of 9th, 
from General Greene. 

Another letter, of 9th, from the Marquis de la Fayette was 
read;' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

The committee to whom was referred the memcnial of 
Captain George Melven delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

The Comtnittee to whom was refened the tfomorial of Captain 
Qeorge MelTin 

Report, 

That they hsving enquired into the complunt eet forth in the said 
Memorial, it appears that AP Wereat the Agent for the United States, 
who was supposed by the Memorialist to have receiTed the Money 
for tiie sales of the prizes, mentioned hy him, never dii recuve any 
put of the siud Money. 
Footnote— Continued . 

And on folio 157 the foUoring in the writuig of Soger Sheniun: 

lietolved. That an Agent of Marine be appointed wiHi authority to exerclM all the 
powere that were vmted in tlie Board of Admiralty by the ordinance of the 28** of 
October 1779 

That he be allowed a nlary of dollars specie per annum. 

That an agent be appointed to reside at Boaton to superintend the a&irs of the 
Navy in the Eastern Department subject to the raders of the Agent of Uarine and that 
be be allowed a Salary of dollon specie pet annum. 

S^ol'eed, That the Board of Admiralty the several Navy Boards and all (fficers and 
■genta acting under them or either of them be discontinued. 

* Greene's letter is in the Papen of the ConHnmlal Congrtu, No. 155, II, folio X7&; 
I«Iayette'i of the Sth is in No. 166, loKo 171; hla letter ol the mh is on foUo 174. 
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It further appears tiiat the whole Matter r^erred to in the eud 
Memorial is now dependii^ b^ore the Court of Appeals. 
Therefore recommend the follomng resolution: 

Ordered, That the Bfud memorial be dismissed.^ 
A report from the Board of Treasiiry was read : 
Ordered, That the said report, together with the cUum of 
Colonel Du Buyason and the letter from the treasurer of 
loans, be referred to the auperintendant of finance. 
A letter, of this day, from Thomas Hutchins, was read." 

At a Boasd or Wab JtUy 19. 1781. 
Present — ^M' Peters 

Col. Grayson 
G«n<. GomeU 
The Board have considered the memorial of M^ Hfomah Thomas 
referred to them by Congress, and report that in the opinion of the 
Board the resolutions of Congress of the 15*'' of May 1778 and the 
24"' of August 1780 make provision for the Memorialist agreeable to 
her request, of which the Board will give the necageaiy infonnation.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, JULY M, 1781 

Mr. [Daniel] Mowry, a delegate for the State of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantations, attended, and produced 
the credentials of the delegates for that State, which are in 
the words following: 

State of Rhode Inland and Providence Plantations 

I certify that at the annual Election of Ofhcers for the State afore' 
Bud held at Newport on the First Wednesday in May last The Hon'ble 
William Elleiy, £zekiel Cornell, Daniel Mowiy and James Mitchel 
Varnum Esquiree were chosen Delegates to represent the said State in 
the Congress of the United States of America for One Year. 

' Thu repeat, in the vritiag of John MatlieVB, is in the Fapert of lAe Conlmental 
Congrai, No. 19, IV, fcdio 53. 

3ThialetterbinthePap«ra q/'<A< CanHnental Congnu, No. 60, (olio 165. 

*Thu report ia in ttaePop<rto/lA< Continmtol Congn»*,Yio. 14S, II, folio 73. The 
indonentent states that it was "approved." 
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TOtness my Hand this Thirtieth Day of June A. D. 1781 and in 
the Fifth Year of Independence. 

Hehbt Wabd Secry ' 

A memorial from the hon*^ the Minister of France was 
read, stating that he has received some dispatches which he 
wishes to conmiunicate to Congress by means of a committee : 

Ordered, That a committee of five be appomted to receive 
the communications of the hon'''* the Minister of France: 

The members, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Ift*. [Daniel] Caiv 
roll, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [John] Sullivan, Mr. 
[John] Mathews.^ 

The committee, Hconsisting of Itfr. Jenifer, Itfr. Sherman, 
Mr. Bland, II to whom was re-committed part of the report of 
the Board of Admiralty, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom was recommitted part of the Report of 
the Board of Admiralty, B^ leave to Report. 

That Richard Dale went out Master's Mate of the Continental Brig 
Lexington in Not. 1776, was taken prisoner in the European Seaa in 
the Summer 1777 when that Brig waa captured, was carried to 
England where he remained a prisoner for a considerable tim^ 
escaped to France, entered on board the Bon Jtomme Richard as a 
Ideutenant under Commission which he received from Doctor Frank- 
Un, was at the taking the Serapis, afterwards was Lieutenant with 
Captain Jones on board the AUiaTice — removed to be a Lieutenant 
on board the Ariel in which vessel he came to Philadelphia. 

That Muscoe livingston was appointed a Lieutenant of the Navy 
of the United States by Docf Franklin april 19'^ 1778. That from 
the f a eo of - tho oommifloion it nppoara that a ovow*! omflufce have boon 
made and insortiona thownn with - diffewmt ink— a nd handwriting) 
Thorof e re It is the opinion of your Committee, that that part of the 
Report from the Board of Admiralty respecting the issuing a Com- 
mission to Muscoe Livingston be postponed. 

' The original ia in the Papert o/tJie Contaientat Congrat, Rhode Island, Crtdmiiak 
f^ Dtlegotet. 

* Theae three pangispbs, beguudng with "A memorial," were also entered In the 
manuscript Secret Jonmal, Foreign Affain. 
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"niat it haa &ppear«d to your Committee from the testimony of 
Oaptun Nicholson, and of one of jom Oommittee that Alexander 
Murray, a Oaptun in the first Maryland Re^ment, resigned his Com- 
mission in consequence of promises made to him by M' Hancock and 
other membeis of Congress and of the Marine Gommittee that he 
should be appcanted a Lieutenant of the Navy of the Unit«d States, 
and that his name should be entered on their books. That upon 
the destruction of some of the Frigates of these States the siud 
Murray (who was brou^t up to sea affairs from his infancy and had 
a command of a vessel in the Eastern trade at 19 years of age) took 
the command of a private sloop of war, and captured two Privateers 
and several merchantmen, That he is a man of fortune and family 
and will in all probability be a credit to the Navy of the United States. 

The Committee therefore submit to Congress the following Eesolu- 
tions: 

Resolved, That Richard Dale and Alexander Murray, be 
appointed lieutenants in the navy of the United States; and 
that commissions be issued to them accordingly.' 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 20 June, 
from the President of New Hampshire, with sundry papers 
enclosed, delivered in a report : 

The CoEomittee to whom was referred the letter of the President of 
the State of New Hampshire of the 20^ of June last with the papers 
accompanying the same beg leave to submit to Congieea the following 
report 

Whereas the chums of the States of New Hampshire and New York 
to a tract of Country lying West of Cotmecticut Biver commonly 
called the New Hampshire Grants are yet unsettled; 

And whereas the people inhabiting the said tract of Country have 
evoF fl inee the pFc s cnt PovoIutJon exercised the powers of Sovereignty 
and Independence under the name of the State of Vermont; 

The United States in Congress assembled do most eameetly recom- 
mend to the States of New Hampshire and New York 
and to the people inhabiting the disputed Territory 
aforesaid a speedy and andcable settlement of their respective claims 
in Bueh monnof as th e y s hril jud g e mo s t ee ndneiv e to it. ; 

1 This report, in the writiiig of Daniel of St. Thomaa Jenifer, ia in the Paptri iff A* 
CSantmcntot Congnu, No. 28, folio 143. 
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That copies of the Act of the Qeoi Assembly of the Commonwealth 
of the Maasachusette of the 8*^ day of March last respecting nfopo e oid 
the disputed Territory situate OD the West side of the River Comiecti- 
eut commonly called the New Hampshire Grants be transmitted to 
the States of New Hampshire and New York and the expediency of 
passing similar Acts be referred to the Said States; 

And that in case the said States shall relinquish th^ respectiTe 
duma to sud District called the New Hampshire Grants or the State 
of Vermont bounded East by Connecticut BJTer South by the NortJi 
Line of the State of the Massachusetts West part by Lake Champlun 
a n d- M'^ood Crooh to the West line of the Township of Dunbar from 
tiience by the West lines of several Townships formerly granted by 
the Governor of New Hampshire to the North West Comer of the 
State of Massachusetts and Bounded North by Latitude forty five 
degrees. 

The United States in Congress Assembled will guaruity to the 
States of New Hampshire and New York all tiie lands to them 
respectively belonging lying wiUiout thor limits aforesaid, and the 
Jurisdiction over the same against any claims or encroachments from 
t he S toto of Vown eBt the people inhabiting t' 

» within the limits before described.' 



■ This report, in the writiag of Duiiei Guroll, ia in the Paptn of the Gmtinental 
Congrat, No. 40, II, folio 77. Another veiAon, in the writLag of Roger Shennan, it on 
folio 79 and ia as followa: 

The conunittee to vhom wu referred the letter of the Preaident of the State of New 
Hampehtre of the 20th of June last, and the papers accompanying the aame, beg 
leave to submit to Congrem the lollowing report: 

Whereas the claims of the States of New Hampduie and New York to the Territory 
and Jurisdiction of a certain tract of Inhabited Oountiy lying hotwoou th e ih rt fo t a 
vki West of Oonnecticnt Rivei, comnumlr called tba New Hampehire Oranta are 
yet onsetUed, notwithstanding applications from the parties respectively for that 
purpoee; 

And whereas the people inhabiting the said tract of Country have for some time 
dnce, assnmed and eiercised in and in their own namo the powers of Bov- 

eieignty and Independence, claiming the ri^t of an Independent State, under the 
name of Vermont. To prevent therefore in future the mischieb arising from such 
tmsettled claims. The United States In Congress Assembled do earnestly recommend 
to the said Slates of New Hampahiie and New York and to the people inhabiting the 
disputed Territory aforesaid to take the premises into t'leir serious consideiation and 
to use their beat endeavours for an amicable settlement of said Controversy Is such 
wayaa they shall judge moat condocire to the public weal, hereby engagii^ to ratify 
and confirm whatever they may mutually agree to and perform. And in case the 
■aid parties can not agree in settling said diipnte g pwi du e atrtic e Uie TTnited Statw 
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Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for the consider- 
ation thereof. 

A letter, of this day, from W. Honeyman, lieutenant and 
quartermaater of Invalid regunent, was read, requesting 
leave to resign: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War, 

The Committee of the week report. 

A Letter from Brigf Gen! Lachv Mcintosh requesting a fuller and 
more particular iuTeBtigation of facts respecting hia conduct in 
Georgia. 

BemUfd, That the said letter be referred to a spedal Committee.* 
TooTNOTX— Continued. 

in Congren AMembled, apon ^iplicatioii of the aaid partiee or any <d diem, will 
proceed to ezaoiiiie into the merit ol their seveoal duma and finally detennine 
thereon. 

And whereas it hath been reptemnted to the United Slatea in Cengnes Amembled 
by the President of the State of New Eampahira that many of the Citucens of eaid 
State, Inhabiting Towns on the East aide of Connecticut River have lately withdrawn 
their Allegiance from said State and have refnaed to yield obedience to the laws thereof, 
and that they have been counteoanced and aided therein by the people inhabiting 
Hie aaid New Hampahire Grants on the West tide of nid River, The United States in 
Congresa Aesembled consider this revolt as a disturbance of the peace of the United 
States and therefore do order and enjoin the said Oitueens and all and every of them, 
inhabiting on the East side of Connecticut River who have revolted as aforesaid 
immediately to return to their all^iance to the said State of New Hampahire and the 
people inhabiting the said disputed Territory on the West side of Connecticut River 
called Vermont, are hereby strictly forbid giving any countenance, aid, or protection 
to the Citizens on the East Side of said River in their revolt aforesaid, upon pain of 
being considered as Enemies of the United States and beated and of being proceeded 
against accordin^y. 

That copies of the Act of the General Aeeembly of the Commonwealth of the Hsbsk- 
cbuaetta of the 8th day of Uaich last, leapecting the aforesaid disputed Territory be 
tiansoiitted to the Statee of New Hampshire and New York and the expediency of 
passing similar Acts be referred to the said States. 

The two following paragraphs in the writing of Abraham Clark, are (m folio 83: 

That it be recommended to the States of New York and New Hampshire to considw 
of the expediency of relinquishing their respective claims of Jurisdiction to the 
Teirilory called (he New Hampahire Grants West of Connecticut Rivsr and every 
part thereof from, dec. 

That copiea of the act of the Legislature of the Commonwealth of Hassachuaetta 
of Oie 8th day of Uaich respecting the said Territory be tranamitted to the Legislabuea 
of the Slates of N. York and New Hampahire. 

> lliis lettw ia in the Papers qftlit CorainmbU Congrtu, No. 78, XII, folio 1S7. 

■ lUa report, in the writing of Nicholas Evelei^, is in the Paptn of the Oonttncntoi 
Consnu, No. 32, folio 193. The indorsement shows it was passed in the negative. 
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A letter, of 20 [18], &om Brigadier General L. Mcintosh, 
was read.' 

The Grand Committee made report; Whereupon, 

The Grand Com'? submit the foUoving Beport: 

That it be recommeDded to the aoTeral States to pass laws «m- 
powenng the United States in Congress assembled to have use and 
exercise the right of laying Embargoes in time of War, provided 
that such Embargoes extend to all the States in the Union, and be 
laid for a term not exceeding dxty days, at any one time. 

And also 

That tbe quotas of monies called for by the United States in Con- 
gress assembled when voted by the respective States, be appropri- 
ated and vested specifically by the L^islatures of the respective 
States for the use of the United States in Congress assembled: And 
that the taxes so appropriated be paid by the Collectors in the first 
instance, to such person or persons as the United States in Congress 
assembled shall appoint for receiving the same. 

Resolved, That the s^d committee be dischai:ged and that 
the business committed to them, together with tbe s^d 
report, be referred to a conunittee of three:' 

The members, Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, Mr. [Oliver] 
Ellsworth, Mr. [James Mitchell] Varnum. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Edmund] Randolph, seconded 
by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the said committee. 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JULY ai, 1781 

The committee to whom was referred the letter &om tbe 
treasurer; 

The committee to whom waa referred the memorial of 
Mr. Storey; and 

The committee, Ijconsisting of Mr. Bland, Mr. Qymer, Mr. 
Osgood, Mr. Mathews, Mr. Jenifer, Mr. Bee,|[ to whom was 

■ Thli letter ia in the Fapen qfdu Continmtal Congrm, No. 162, folio 306. 
' This tepcfft ia in the Papm o/lht Continaual Oonfnu, No. 24, folio IS 
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